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Interconnection usage charges

56. SHRI R. VAITHILINGAM: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that many telcos want Interconnection Usage Charges
doubled while others were against such a hike; and

(b) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANOJ SINHA): (a) and (b) Sir, the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India
(TRAI) released a Consultation Paper on “Review of Interconnection Usage Charges”
on 05.08.2016 for stakeholders’ consultation. During the consultation process, several
Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) advocated for increasing termination charge for
wireless to wireless calls from ¥ 0.14 per minute. In general, they argued that the
cost of terminating a voice call in their network is higher than ¥ 0.14 per minute. On
the other hand, many other TSPs submitted their views in favour of decreasing the
termination charge from ¥ 0.14 per minute including Bill and Keep. After examining
comments of the stakeholders in the consultation process and due deliberation, TRAI
issued “The Telecommunication Interconnection Usage Charges (Thirteen Amendment)
Regulation, 2017 (5 of 2017)” on 19.09.2017. Through these Regulations, the
termination charge for wireless to wireless local and national long distance calls has
been reduced from erstwhile 14 paise per minute as follows:

(1) Re. 0.06 (paise six only) per minute with effect from the 1st October, 2017
to the 31st December, 2019; and

(i) 0 (Zero) with effect from the 1st January, 2020.
Global Connectivity Index

57. SHRI KIRANMAY NANDA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

(a) whether in the Global Connectivity Index, India, which was at 15th rank in
2014, has slipped to 43rd rank in 2017,

(b) if so, whether Government has any plan to improve the country’s position
in Global Connectivity Index; and

(¢) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANOJ SINHA): (a) to (c) Global Connectivity Index (GCI) is not defined
either by the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) or any agency of
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United Nations or any global institution. This index has been designed by a private
company, M/s Huawei for ranking 50 nations annually based on their performance
on digital front.

As per data available on the company website, India’s rankings during the last
three years are as under:

Year Rank GCI Score
2017 43 32
2016 42 32
2015 44 29

Source: http://www.huawei.com/minisite/gci/en

The Government does not frame policies or take initiatives purely on the basis of
reports of private entities or companies. Irrespective of findings in any such report, the
Government has taken steps to substantially scale up connectivity across the country.
For deeper digital penetration in rural areas, the Government is implementing the
flagship BharatNet programme, in mission mode to link each of the 2.5 lakh Gram
Panchayats of India through Broadband optical fibre network. On its completion,
BharatNet would facilitate Broadband connectivity (with a 100 Mbps of bandwidth)
for over 600 million rural citizens of the country. This is the largest rural connectivity
project of its kind in the world, and is the first pillar of Digital India Programme. It
will facilitate the delivery of various e-Services and applications including e-health,
e-education, e-governance and e-commerce in the future.

Broadband Services in Government Schools

+58. SHRI AMAR SHANKAR SABLE: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to provide broadband services in all Government
schools of the country;

(b) if so, the details thereof, State/ Union Territory-wise;

(¢) whether Government has taken any steps to connect broadband internet
services to provide computer education in Government schools and make Digital

India Programme a success, and
(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANOIJ SINHA): (a) The Ministry of human Resource Development runs

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.



