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Production of pulses

1*121. SHRI MOTILAL VORA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware of the record production of pulses this year;
(b) if so, the quantum of production thereof;

(c) whether Government has made provision for buffer stock of pulses, if so,
the total procurement of pulses made along with rate at which these were procured,;

and

(d) the steps taken by Government to prevent the prices of pulses from falling

and the outcome thereof?

THE MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS WELFARE
(SHRI RADHA MOHAN SINGH): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table of

the House.
Statement

(a) and (b) As per the Fourth Advance Estimates (2016-17), which is the latest
full year estimates available, total production of pulses during 2016-17 is estimated
at record 22.95 million tonnes as compared to the previous record production of
19.25 million tonnes in 2013-14.

(¢) Government has been maintaining a dynamic buffer stock of upto 20 lakh
tonnes of pulses. The Price Stabilization Fund (PSF) has been placed under Department
of Consumer Affairs w.e.f. 1st April, 2016. The fund provides for maintaining a
strategic buffer of agricultural commodities including pulses for calibrated releases
to moderate price volatility, discourages hoarding and unscrupulous speculation.
Government has procured 20.50 lakh tonnes of pulses, out of which 16.71 lakh tonnes
was procured domestically and 3.79 lakh tonnes was imported. As on 21.12.2017,
17.05 lakh tonnes of pulses was available in the buffer after disposal of 3.45 lakh
tonnes. Under the Price Stabilization Fund (PSF), procurement of pulses for central
buffer is undertaken at market prices or Minimum Support Prices (MSPs), whichever
is higher besides supplementation through imports. Details of MSP of pulses are

given in the Annexure (See below).

(d) In addition to PSF, to protect the interest of the farmers, Government
implements Price Support Scheme (PSS) for procurement of pulses through Central

Nodal Agencies at the MSP wherein State Agencies play a major role. This scheme

T Original notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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is implemented at the request of the concerned State Governments, which agree
to exempt the procured commodities from levy of mandi tax, assist procurement
Agencies in logistic arrangements including gunny bags, provide working capital for
State Agencies and creation of revolving fund for PSS operations etc. as required
under the Scheme guidelines. The basic objectives of PSS are to provide remunerative
prices to the growers for their produce with a view to encourage higher investment
and production and to safeguard the interest of consumers by making available
supplies at reasonable price with low cost of intermediation. In 2017-18, out of a
total sanctioned quantity of 8.39 lakh tonnes for pulses for the Kharif marketing
season, the progress of procurement is 3.94 lakh tonnes upto 21.12.2017 with an
outgo of T 2166.14 crore benefiting 2,95,605 farmers. Government has also taken

other measures such as increase of import duties.

The outcome has been an increase in production of pulses from 16.35 million
tonnes in 2015-16 to 22.95 million tonnes in 2016-17 and increase in area acreage
from 249.1 lakh hectares in 2015-16 to 294.6 lakh hectares in 2016-17. The steps

taken by Government have led to stability in prices of pulses.
Annexure

MSP of pulses
(X per Quintal)

Commodity 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18

Kharif pulses

Arhar (Tur) 4300 4350 4625" 5050™ 5450
Moong 4500 4600 4850" 5225™M 55757
Urad 4300 4350 4625" 5000™M 5400"

Rabi pulses
Gram 3100 3175 3500%* 4000~ 4400@

Masoor (Lentil) 2950 3075 3400%* 3950@ 4250%

A Including Bonus of ¥ 200 per quintal.
" Including Bonus of ¥ 425 per quintal.
** Including Bonus of I 75 per quintal.
@ Including Bonus of ¥ 150 per quintal.
* Including Bonus of ¥ 100 per quintal.
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SHRI MANISH GUPTA (West Bengal): Sir, the general question that is being
talked about in the country is remunerative price for farmers. The hon. Minister
has stated in his written reply that the Price Stabilisation Fund for intervention in
containing volatility of prices has neither benefited the farmer nor the consumer. I
would like to request the Minister to enlighten us whether the Government is thinking

of any other mechanism for controlling prices.
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Corrective actions suggested by railway officers for safety

*122. SHRI RITABRATA BANERIJEE: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that 30 per cent of corrective actions suggested by
railway officers regarding the safety of the railways have remained unaddressed in
the last eight months;

(b) if so, the Zone-wise details thereof; and
(c) the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAYS (SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL): (a) to (c) A Statement
is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) No, Sir. Safety is accorded highest priority by Indian Railways. A detailed
inspection regime is followed by Railways wherein officers of Safety department carry
out Safety inspections regularly. Shortcomings noticed during inspection are complied
in shortest possible time. This is a continuous process and timely implementation of

corrective actions suggested by safety officers is monitored at regular intervals.
(b) and (c) Do not arise.

SHRI RITABRATA BANERJEE (West Bengal): Sir, the first supplementary
question that I want to ask is this. In different answers, both oral and written, in

both the Houses at different points in time, the Government has said that there are



