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during current year are also influenced by the decline of around 31% in crop area
of kharif onion during 2017-18 affecting its supply.

Production of onion, potato and tomato in 2016-17 as per 3rd Advance Estimates
released by D/o Agriculture Cooperation and Farmers Welfare is 217 lakh tonnes,
482.22 lakh tonnes and 19541 lakh tonnes respectively.

(¢) The Government of India has made enabling provision allowing States to
impose stock limit on onions. States were advised to take necessary and corrective
measures by way of licensing, imposition of stock limits and movement restrictions.
They were also requested to hold periodical meetings with traders, farmers, retailers
and consumer associations at State and District levels to impress upon them the
need to desist from unfair and illegal trade practices and profiteering. Government
has also requested States to initiate action against unscrupulous traders and hoarders
of onion under Essential Commodities Act.

Shortage of storage capacity

1358. SHRI AJAY SANCHETI: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) whether a large quantum of foodgrains is lost duc to non-availability of
proper storage facilities;

(b) if so, the shortage of storage capacity identified by Government, State-wise;
and

(c) the steps taken by Government to minimize and bridge the gap between
availability of foodgrains for storage and the storage space?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI C. R. CHAUDHARY): (a) No, Sir.
No loss of foodgrains has been reported due to insufficient storage capacity. On
the basis of peak stock requirement during procurement scason, the overall storage
capacity required in the country is about 600 Lakh MT. Against this, the total capacity
available with Food Corporation of India (FCI) and State Agencies for storage of
foodgrains as on 30.11.2017 was 726.18 Lakh MT. Thus on the overall, there is
sufficient capacity for storage of foodgrains in the country.

(b) Does not arise.

(c) On the overall, there is sufficient capacity for storage of foodgrains in the
country. However, to augment and modernize the storage facilities the Government
is implementing the following schemes:
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(i)

Private Entreprencurs Guarantee (PEG) Scheme: Under this Scheme,
storage capacity is created by private parties, Central Warchousing Corporation
(CWC) and State Government Agencies for guaranteed hiring by FCI. A
capacity of 139.92 lakh MT has already been completed as on 30.11.2017.

Central Sector Scheme: This scheme is focussed on the North Eastern
States. Funds are released by the Government to FCI and also directly to
the State Governments for construction of godowns. During 12th Five Year
Plan, a capacity of 1,17,680 MT in North Eastern (NE) States and 20,000
MT in other than NE States has been completed by FCI. Further, a capacity
of 46,495 MT has been created by State Governments. This scheme is being
continued for next 3 years upto 2020. A capacity of 4,590 MT has been
completed by FCI and 4,500 MT by State Governments in the current year
2017-18 upto 30.11.2017.

(iii) Construction of steel silos: Government of India has also approved action

plan for construction of steel silos in the country for a capacity of 100 LMT
in 3 phases. As on 30.11.2017, tenders have been awarded for 38.50 LMT
and a capacity of 6.25 LMT silos has been added under the above action
plan.

(iv) Construction of rural godowns: In order to improve/create scientific storage

capacity for storing farm produce, processed farm produce and agricultural
inputs etc. to reduce post harvest and storage losses, Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare launched a subsidy linked central sector scheme ‘Grameen
Bhandaran Yojana (GBY)’ w.e.f April, 2001. This has been subsumed into
Agricultural Marketing Infrastructure (AMI) sub-scheme of Integrated Scheme
of Agricultural Marketing (ISAM) w.e.f. 01.04.2014. Since inception of the
GBY from 01.04.2001 and up to 30.09.2017, a total of 38,287 godowns
having a capacity of 649.7 lakh MT has been sanctioned.

Digitization of FPSs in the country

1359. DR. SANJAY SINGH: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@

whether Government has failed to take primary steps to digitize the Fair

Price Shops (FPSs) in the country;

(b)

if so, FPSs in the country, State- wise, and those which have been digitized

in the country till October, 2017; and

©

the number of ration cards linked with the PDS and comparative study with

reference to number of digitized FPSs;



