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MR. CHAIRMAN: When we discuss the Bill, we will discuss this aspect also.

Now, you have to move the Resolution, if you are moving.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: I moved and T will also tell you...

GOVERNMENT BILLS
The Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2017

MR. CHAIRMAN: When you get an opportunity, you speak. Dr. Harshvardhan
to move the motion for consideration of the Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2017,
as passed by Lok Sabha.

THE MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, THE MINISTER OF
EARTH SCIENCES, AND THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE (DR. HARSH VARDHAN): Sir, I move:

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Forest Act, 1927, as passed by
Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.”

Sir, I am sure that when Dr. Reddy will get into the details of everything and
the history of why we are doing it and why 1 say that it is a long awaited Bill,
he will be convinced that the Resolution that he has brought was not needed. Sir,
I would say on record that this is one of the most important landmark initiatives
of this Government and sometimes I feel so sorry that this Bill or this amendment
had to wait for almost 90 years. The Indian Forest Act was made in 1927. It should
have been done much earlier. This is only because of the visionary leadership of
our hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, that we are doing it in 2017. This is
one of the most important, major, historical reforms which was much needed. Sir, I
would say on record that this is one of the most important landmark initiatives of
this Government. Sometimes, I feel so sorry that this amendment had to wait for
almost 90 years! The Indian Forest Act was enacted in 1927. It should have been
done much earlier. It is only because of the visionary leadership of our hon. Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modiji, we are doing it in 2017. This is one of the most
important and major historical reform which is much needed. I would say that this
will be a far-reaching reform in the area of forest and for all those who are relating,

directly or indirectly, to the activities inside and outside forest.

To put it in the right perspective and give a brief idea of what it 1is, this
amendment 1s going to help us in exempting bamboo grown in non-forest areas {rom
the definition of 'tree! Earlier, 'bamboo' was included under the definition 'tree', as

per the Indian Forest Act, 1927 This amendment, in fact, helps us in dispensing
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with the requirement of felling or transit permit for its economic use. This is the

crux of the proposed amendment. You would know that bamboo, taxonomically, 1s
grass. But, as per the legal definition given under the 1927 Act, it is defined under
the category of 'tree. As per Section 2(vii) of the Indian Forest Act, it comes under
the definition of 'tree.! Also, under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers Act, 2006, it is called as 'minor forest produce.' We have to appreciate that
classification has, either legally, socially or taxonomically, to be uniform. This is the

prime reason why we thought of bringing this small amendment.

If you go into history, bamboo has been recognized as an important source of
natural wealth as early as 4th Century BC by Kautilya and it is also documented
in the Arthshastra. It was popularly called as 'Green Gold' or 'Poor man's
timber! Recently, now, it has been elevated to the stature of the 'timber of the 21st

century.’

Sir, the major objective of this amendment is to promote cultivation of bamboo
in non-forest areas with twin objectives of improving the income of farmers. All
of you will appreciate that this Government has a very ambitious plan of doubling
the income of farmers by 2022. Then, of course, we all know, under the National
Forest Policy, 1988, we aimed to increase the forest cover/green coverfiree cover
up to 33-34 per cent. So, this is another objective of the Bill to increase the green
cover of the country. There is a lot of activity going on inside the forest. But, we
also have to work outside forest to supplement the efforts to be taken up inside
the forest. I may assure this House, even after this amendment is put into action,
bamboo grown inside forest shall still be covered under the Indian Forest Act. T am
clarifying this, because when we had discussion in the Lok Sabha, a lot of Members
had this misapprehension. So, [ thought, T must make it clear Bamboo grown mside

forest still remains covered under the provisions of the Indian Forest Act, 1927.

Let me enumerate some of the advantages why we are doing it and what 1s
going to happen. Firstly, all legal and regulatory hardships being faced by farmers
and private individuals in connection with bamboo cultivation will be removed.
Secondly, it will also create a viable option for cultivation in 12.6 million hectares
of cultivable wasteland. T emphasize on ‘waste land’. Then, it will also go a long
way in improving, as I said earlier, the agricultural income of farmers and tribals,
more specifically in the North-East part of India and in the Central India. It will
also encourage farmers and other individuals to take up plantation/ block plantation
of suitable bamboo species on degraded land, in addition to plantation on agricultural

land and also on private lands under the Agro Forestry Mission.
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Then, I may also enumerate a few other benefits that it is going to enhance the
supply of raw material to the traditional craftsmen of rural India. It will also help
us in strengthening the bamboo-based paper and pulp industries, cottage industries,
furniture-making units, incense-stick-making units, besides promoting bamboo
applications, like, wood substitutes and composites, panels, flooring, furniture and
bamboo-blinds. It will also help industries, such as those dealing in food products,
like, bamboo shoot pickles; construction and housing, etc., etc. The list is quite big.

Maybe, when [ reply again ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you can clear the doubts, if any, in your reply.
...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: It will greatly aid in the success of recently-constituted
National Bamboo Mission, which is, I think, long-awaited, and we want to take it

up in a very dynamic manner.

Sir, just to put two more facts for the knowledge of the hon. Members, 1 would
like to tell that one tonne of bamboo has a potential to produce 250 man days of
employment. And, 20 million people are already involved in bamboo-related activities.
The estimated stock of bamboo, which grows in the forest area, is about 10.20 million
tonnes. And, this enabling environment, which we are going to strengthen with the
help of this amendment, shall help in creation of a lot more of job opportunities
to our people, more particularly for the poor people, the farmers, the tribals, etc.,
etc. It will also unleash a lot of potential of bamboo in terms of our rural and the
national economy. Apart from this, I have to mention a couple of ecological benefits,
like, it strengthens the soil moisture conservation issues, landslide prevention issues,
and also the rehabilitation 1ssues related to it It also helps in conserving the wildlife
habitat. It enhances the source of biomass. As you know, these days, through the

biomass ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHATRMAN: Harsh Vardhanji, you can cover other points while replying.
...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, there is a lot more to cover at the time of
replying. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: The time given for this Bill is two hours. ... (Interruptions). ..

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, if you allow me to put some facts before the
hon. Members, 1 assure you they will be more convinced and they may perhaps

pass it unammously. ..(Imnterruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That's right. Please make it brief. .. (Inferruptions)...
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DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, it also enhances the source of biomass, serving as
a substitute for..(Inferruptions)... 1 also want to emphasize one very important thing
that the current demand of bamboo is estimated to be 28 million tonnes. But, as
per the latest report of the Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education, we
have only half of it available in our country right now. India has only 19 per cent
world’s bamboo-cultivated area. Its market share in the sector is only 6 per cent.
At present, India imports timber and allied products, such as, pulp, paper, furniture,

bamboo sticks, aggarbattis, etc.

Sir, we are importing even these small things from countries like Vietnam. In
2015, India imported about 18.01 million cubic meters of timber and allied products,
which was worth about ¥ 43,000 crores. This 1s the figure which [ want to underline.
This amendment helps us in addressing some of these issues, besides meeting the
demands of our domestic production. Then, as per the United Nations Industrial

Development Organisation's report,....
MR. CHAIRMAN: Harsh Vardhanji.
DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I am just concluding.

MR. CHAIRMAN: One minute. Just hear me. The total time given is two hours
and all parties have to speak.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, give me another two minutes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are interested to get the Bill passed. Aren't you? So,
please keep that in mind.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, give me another two minutes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, as per the United Nations Industrial Development
Organisation's Report, — there 1s one report which states about that — bamboo
business in the North-Eastern Region itself has a potential of ¥ 5,000 crores in the
next 10 years. This is what the UN Report says. It shall help in harnessing this
great potential and also enhance the scope of increasing the present level of market
share. Tt will also improve the economy of the entire country, especially in the
North-Eastern Region. Then, Sir, one more thing I wish to bring to the knowledge
of the hon. Members is the data about the imports and the exports. 1 would like

all of you to just compare this. ..(Interruptions)...
SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA (Maharashtra): Sir, we are ...(Inferruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, in 2016-17, our import was almost ¥ 213 crores
and the export was just about ¥ 32 lakhs.
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DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, why was there an urgency

of Ordinance? ..(Interruptions)..

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: That 1s the difference, Sir. In 2016-17, our import
was 27,524.6 thousand Kgs and the export was just about 27.30 thousand Kgs. So,
Sir, in the light of all these basic facts and the very fact that this is going to, in
fact, eliminate the hardships of the people who are, actually, involved in bamboo
agriculture in some form or the other, whether in the forest or outside the forest,
we need to remove all these hardships. There is a lot of bureaucracy involved.
Since it is in the Concurrent List, some of the States have different laws. Within
the neighbouring States also, there are different laws. People have to take permission
from so many places. There is Inspector Raj and likewise, there are so many things
which, actually, come mnto play. That is why there is not significant and good quality
encouragement for people to grow bamboo outside the forest. With all these facts, if
we objectively analyse this, 1 think what we need to do 1s this. I have always felt
that this should have been done 90 years back. This country, unfortunately, had to
wait for 90 years. I would request all the Members to have a very objective look
at the whole issue. There is no politics about it. When I reply, I will tell you why

this Ordinance ..(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: One question that was raised was why 'urgency’ and 'Ordinance’.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: I would request the hon. Members to kindly look at
all these facts. 1 will put many more facts before you when 1 reply, if you are keen

to hear them. I am sure that the Members will be convinced.....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Harsh Vardhan, vou have not heard me. Why was there
an urgency to bring an Ordinance? That was the question raised. Do you want to

reply now, or, at the end of the debate?

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, if you want, I can give it now. But you will

have to give me enough time for that .. .(Iuterruptions)..
The question was proposed.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. Hon Members, the total time allotted is two hours. Now,
[ am calling Mr. Jairam Ramesh. Mr. Ramesh, your party has got 29 minutes and there

are five speakers. Please keep that in mind and then proceed. Shri Jairam Ramesh.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Karnataka): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. Sir, this
1s my maiden speech after you became the Chairman. So, I hope you will give me
a little more time. ...(Inferruptions)... Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill. T rise to oppose

this Bill for four reasons.
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Normally, I should rise to support the Bill. But there are four important reasons
why this Bill should not be supported and I want to appeal to all Members of the
House to please look at the real meaning of this Bill and not what the Minister
has portrayed 1t to be.

Number one, the question that you have raised has not been answered. What 1s
the urgency for taking out ‘bamboo’ as a tree and defining it as a grass? Heavens
are not going to fall if vou introduce the Bill and take some time. Why was an
Ordinance issued for this Amendment? It is impossible to think that there was some
exigency, there was some emergency unless there was pressure that was coming from
some private industry to allow non-forest areas for bamboo cultivation. So, the first
reason why this Bill should be opposed is because there is no rational reason why

an Ordinance was 1ssued.

Number two, the Minister has just said that this Bill applies to non-forest areas.
Sir, I want the hon Members to know that India produces 170 million tonnes of
bamboo from forest areas and 10 million tonnes of bamboo from non-forest areas.
These are not my numbers; these are not my figures. These are figures of the Forest
Survey of India which comes under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Chimate
Change. Ninety-four per cent of bamboo produced in India is from forest areas; six
per cent of bamboo is in non-forest areas. You are bringing a Bill basically to deal
with the interests of the six per cent and vou are forgetting the interests of the
ninety-four per cent and this is the second reason why I want to oppose this Bill
This 1s not pro-tribal; this is not pro-poor; this is not pro-North East. Sixty-five per
cent of bamboo in India 1s grown in the North-East. This is completely antithetical
to the interests of the North-Hast, to the tribals and to the poor commumty. This
will benefit only private industry, private paper mills, private wood factories, private
companies which want to use wood as a substitute for plastic material This is not
going to benefit ninety-four per cent of that area from which we get bamboo today.
So, this is the second reason. This ‘non-forest areas’ is a very small proportion. It
is a bogey. And if the Minister is saying that he wants to increase the proportion
of non-forest areas, it will be at the cost of the forest areas. It will be at the cost
of ninety-four per cent and it will hurt the interests of the tribals in the North-East.

Sir, now I come to the third reason why I oppose this Bill. I was also the
Minister for Environment. This issue came up in 2009 that the Forest Rights Act
defines bamboo as a minor forest produce whereas the Indian Forest Act of 1927
defines bamboo as a tree and the Minister took great pride that after this Government
has come, a revolutionary Bill has been brought forward. Nothing of that sort, Sir,

because, as [ said, first of all, ninety-four per cent of bamboo is already classified
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as minor forest produce, and I would like the hon. Minister to know that if there
1s dispute on a fact where two laws are in conflict, it is an established practice —
and there are distinguished lawyers here — that the law that is passed most recently
by Parliament will be the law that will apply. The Forest Rights Act was passed
in 2006. The Indian Forest Act was passed in 1927. So, obviously, it 1s the Forest
Rights Act that is going to take precedence and priority over the Indian Forest Act.
That 1s why 1 did not bring the Amendment to the Indian Forest Act and 1T allowed
the Forest Rights Act to play and define bamboo as a minor forest produce. Sir,
in April, 2011, the then Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Mr. Prithvira) Chavan, and
I had gone to Gadchiroli District and this is very close to where my friend, Shri
Praful Patel, comes from. There is a village called Mendha lekha in Gadchiroli
district; Mendha Lekha became the first village in India where the transit pass book
for bamboo was transferred from the Forest Department to the Gram Sabha. The
net result of this was that the income of the Gram Sabha of Mendha Lekha went
up from fifteen lakhs of rupees to almost a crore. The Maharashtra Government
doesn’t like this! The Ministry of Environment doesn’t like this, because they want
to preserve the monopoly of the Forest Department and they don’t want the Gram
Sabhas to be empowered. So, when we were in Mendha Lekha, the local Sarpanch,
Devaji Tofa, who was a Gond tribal, gave a speech where he said, “f&edl, H'%I’aL L
AR W@, Her o H 89 € IRdRI” That was the spirit of the Forest Rights
Act. After Menda Lekha, Jamguda in Kalahandi district became the second village
in India where the transit pass book control for bamboo use, bamboo transport and
bamboo cultivation was taken from the Forest Department and given to the Gram
Sabha. Now, this is being reversed. On the one side, you are bringing an amendment
to benefit private industry and, on the other side, you are not allowing in the forest
areas the bamboo control to go to the Gram Sabha. You are taking away the control
of the Gram Sabha and giving it to the Forest Department. This is hypocrisy, and
this is the third reason why I don’t want to support this Bill, because what you are
doing 1is, you are encouraging non-forest areas and in forest areas, where the Gram
Sabha should be in control, according to the Forest Rights Act, you are going back
to the old system and giving control to the Forest Department. Sir, this is double
standards, and this 1s not acceptable as far as I am concemed. Sir, the fourth and
final reason why I want to oppose this Bill is this: Last vear, in this House and the
other House, we passed the Compensatory Afforestation Management Authority Bill,
the CAMPA Bill. Dr. Harsh Vardhan’s predecessor was a very distinguished Member
of this House. Unfortunately, he is not with us anymore. May his soul rest in peace.
He was a good friend of mine. He made a solemn commitment in the House — and
you were also present — that before the rules get promulgated, we would have wide
consultations and we would ensure that in the process of formulating the rules we
will not take away the rights of the Gram Sabha.
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Sir, on July 28th, 2016, Shri Anil Madhay Dave made the following statement:

“l have received some suggestions made by the Congress Party and others. If the
expenditure is to be undertaken on the land covered by the Gram Sabha in areas
which are covered under the Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers
Act, 2006, the Rules would provide for necessary consultation with the Gram Sabha.
The procedure for effective consultation in formulation of the projects and the

expenditure to be undertaken would also be specified in the rules. A record of such

consultations shall be maintained. 87 JHT FeMET T YT THRAT ¥ AR F B
Fuh fery freml & FulRor & ugd anavad do@ 1 e This is what Shri Anil
Madhav Dave had said on 28th of July, 2016.

Sir, there has been no baithak! 1 have written repeatedly to the Leader of
the House and to the Minister, but I have got no response. Finally, draft rules
were promulgated and put on the website. [ gave my comments, but there was no
response. | was assured, when this Bill was passed, that Members would be called;
we were not called. The net result of this is that CAMPA activities have already
been initiated in State after State, willfully neglecting the opinion of the Gram Sabha,
the consultation with the Gram Sabha.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I know that you want me to finish; I would finish in two
minutes.

So, in this case also what has happened is that you are trampling on the rights
of the Gram Sabha, which are enshrined in the Forest Rights Act, and now you are
coming down and saying that you are bringing a revolutionary amendment which
would suddenly make all farmers take to agro forestry and become very rich! 1
think this is misleading all of us. Therefore, Sir, I, with great reluctance, have to
say that this Bill cannot be supported. There is no urgency for the Ordinance. The
bulk of the bamboo, 94 per cent of the bamboo, is in forest areas, not in non-
forest areas. You are actually ignoning the forest areas, you are taking away what
was given to the Gram Sabha. The revolutionary decision was not this amendment.
The revolutionary decision was in 2011 in Menda Lekha; the revolutionary decision
was in 2013 in Jabaguda in Kalahandi district, and you are taking that away and
restoring the rights to the Forest Department. Finally, in so far as CAMPA is
concerned, which is a very important source of financing the Forest Departments,
you are willfully neglecting all the assurances that you have given to this House.
So, Sir, because of these four reasons, I rise not to support this Bill and to appeal
to the House not to give support to this Bill which is very misleading and which,
in the long run, will work to the disadvantage of the tribals, particularly those of
the North-Eastern States. Thank you.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Meghraj Jain; the BJP has also got 29 minutes. You

have one more speaker also. Keep that in mind.

sft TERTE W9 (T uew): AR AEiEd, MU e dre @ I e, 59
& fery grarg)

AR a9 (Hee) faga®, 2017 & gRT 99 & 909 9 oS el & W arfder
@l @A T8 forr w1 g9 Rgwe § dad el el werHl &1 g d efiv
frarT 3T W § g9 @ Aeh, SHHT WEHT AR w2 2l

{MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair)

SHRI JATRAM RAMESH: Sir, welcome back.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I had not gone anywhere. That is why you got

more time today. If T were there, I would have curtailed your time.

sft R S weicy, oW Rerfa ww B f 9w &= 9 9 @ @ H @it
PfaTs SRl 8 3 PR 39 [ e Wa § o9 @ 91 S9 99 [9FT & et
YIS FYd 21 SY I BT FUT A IR of ofF H qhdd Bkl & odfd 3 dr
B 99 Faar 721 21 39 PR 39 ¥ ASHIR UM 9Tl Jr@l aR1 1S & aenfsa
21 "gig, fbam @i 2rq9 8¥ ®M & v 979 ) angvaendar sidl B dg 310d
d 9 Bl dis didl ol

I I P MGG BRI B, AT AT amor S9d fov A 3 Wy Bl
ST 37T Mavaddl 39 91 @1 2 {5 390 7 fHv o 8 99eT & w3 52
i &t Sl AEGA, IANTS! T H G DI TGRIBT 81 B, G A A $ ded
HBTT 9 3R gt ames 99y S ¥, el arel @uld 99 | 979 @1 e
gidl B, #aM 991 & fory 9w @) enavaedr gidl 2, Adl A Wl 9 @) g
gidl © 2R 9di & Ugl 99-9< gR 919 ¥ 9917 ofid 8, 8l oY o drel 22l A
TR DI ATTADAT BT Bl FH H B B ald AN Bl Ao e 2 oiR U
3T D I 9 B/ 1 AdE 3 T g9 & fory 9 @1 S $Rar § e
i 9 € 99 wWar i gl

wglg, gfh arsl 9| @1 e g 81 v € R 99 @1 Wi dier o 1
¥, 59 BRU AIGR] @I e 9 B 69§ 81 @7 81 AR a9 & fory 9y @t
AT 1 BT 9 W IR ST ywifad g7 ¥eT ¢l 9edl &) usE ponl & fory st
I H A T BT IUAT BRI 2, fhT a8 SN a9 7 e 9 J9r 87 <@
2 39 We IT W 2 I & A 9 dr B e e 8, e et
G T #, TIeR # YR oY S & HeTa B b o ¥ 950 ST 2

adq | G BT B BV g9 AR fHEE 9 959 BT SUIR B arel 0
PrRiaE @vd § 3R 99 W e YhR b AW Yoildg dd 21 39 9 fhae
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[<ft TreRTST O]

I 2l DHS a9 § 979 T ST BT © AR 39 DR AT STl & 979 FHE
gl T 21 WAl Pl 99 GHIW B AT 8, 39 Usi bl 98] s 21 Usi @ derg did
PITS §9IT Off ¥81 ol 3R ha™ 97 o o3, J1 9si &1 ecrs gavll 9 &
el AR fers Wiggs ad! §1 I8 I B WiEds @ WiEgs 9 wIel fEars
BRI 21 T AN BT AT TorME Fewm o & a1l @e1 R/ 2 6 T o Jam
% foTT TR R 2, O A8 S O & o U-AT SRl @R Tsd 81 8
FRT GO 3Y SR SRR WG, Of a8 e @ S o, e St
amg g frar @ smwe) S S sifl? w19 ee & gM ded €, df |9
AT faRer wed © T aFTS & <M 9 e ©) AgTs 9¢ <9l 8, 61 9¢ ¢ &, df
sUB] X & fou wedl T2l fop b= @) amagHl 7 9, 9fcih S9@ ammeH! o)
AR Wb ¥ 9 wdhd] ¥l SUB! ATAGH 97 & AEAH H, gU & " 9 W 9en
S "t 21 9 @ & forg fewm @1 argmfa ot gsdt @ o argwfa fres &
T5d ®foTrs 3R el gt 2, safay feam g 981 @ mar 21 a8 S9eT o el
SN & 915 P i @I, 91§99 SRV 980 WR B B S|

EOIRI, ATl qHIX ART YT F74] VISP RIS A T @, FAl(p 19 HEM B
P PR el Fraar g1 A G STRRT Q9T 3P THR H Aol 99 F IR0 41 8IS
3 Al 9OIR H Suael T8l ¥, 39 39e] oie wWiileed F o ol ¥ 98 wiieed 39
TRART BT WH B X1 Bl 3R Wifeed b dS @ glhe, a9 919 8 9+t o
AT SIG, o7 398 1 3MRY ©? fhae @7 hdd a9 & Srddr 9 a & fow U
HITRA SR T 8, gy # awsdr § 9 |e fraey 59 G9eT bl ur o, qifd
=TT bt TR B g1 3R IABT AT ST B, S A AN DI IOAR et 8fR
SATGT ¥ SAIGT AR &1 HH HeT 6T g el 9 St ammest d 981 had a9k
2t 7Y afew s o1 BIR-BI B S dTd AN W €, ST0T H Vo frerm
T AT ¥ FeeT € 5 a8 3w auee Reww o1 vk a9, a=mEe)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Meghraj Jain. Now, Shri Vishambhar

Prasad Nishad - your party time is nine minutes.

sfi femR goe e (@ ugwn): " Sl wgig, Aesl dE St
YRR o (He) Agus, 2017 die 2, 39H e uRdl aq afrm 1027 @)
gINI-Gl b ¥e-7 § "9 weg bl YA T

TEIe, AT it 7 310 A g5 favar A vt © qen AeeE aew A et
Sl H sudh Hdy A wg wudr ded g 6 dv A a9 &9 33 ufdwd s @iyl ans
a7 &5 9gTT @) MavIDHdT B gB had 91 Bl g oF & oy el Bl "8I,
o o5 g9 STMar 8§ 6 daa sfaeisit aRass & fow 3w ol 31 4t =faa =
ferert s wd H, [l se # 9 d@an v, d1 99al wed | el Qapd
W gl 21 5EH a9 AWt @1 Big Jia Tl 8, dfeT S 99 fral |, Jur fre
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H, 98] A § 919 I d5% H dHeds gRded BT §, 91 99 Rie g9 @)
aMaIhdr gidl Bl 39 fate & vt udla gidar & f seivdfei o ggmar 37 & fery,
g Tl & forv 3 Siedt-oiedt 7 2fifssig aml wig uifermde o ardt off, a7 aifssa
AN BT w0 ok o7 Ugd a9 81 o 8fR U 8 & 915 3NY 39d! Al
SYUBT AT A9 © [ dgl 7 el U¥ ga1g o7 A7 et @1 ve o f ey eifstw
gy, A8l al gaNl tor frd 9 81 @) €, saR wifes arar 99 g1 @ 2

WG, S 7 A SRR 09 Sft 3 @eT & o Tarect T @1 ggrar o
ISy

UM qardl & AeR H o1 @ 8l 99d AWBR B e &y A -
TH & HIART AT 2 2

HEIGY, 87 AN §aaws O od 31 odws H B yae & BRI 9N SgaqHed
b gY Bl a8l T df WS 99 01 @ ¥, 7 W) gARd 99 91 1 ¥ o) 7 € ga
T 9T 2 2 TS aF & o veret & B, TS AR THT AR 9 99 2, 989
AR R &7 3-d W 9gET ©, 91 99H W R AWt w1 agafa & faer T3-a
TE 91 Webd ¥ Wed] U= TaHe & @il o0 o Y § &fr afe v H & ga
AT Gfer 9911 € AT ST | R PP TP AT 1 SMIDT U1 SRS AT Ay
o7 fop o WY @l 81 %2 ¥, "ok 99 W@ ¥, [F 99 3@ 8, 9 vod dg Get
T2l 2, 9l odl g8 2, O W aiel 90 9edIE 81 3% §, S0 B Bl Mad] 3
RIS R 1 srea ol # wr w2 it 3 qoer =mean € 6 sy had < gui
@1, gig aui @1 9a1 Sy 6 o) 9@ g @ & e dww, IHb dol F g
A a9 &9 § ol Us @y Iy S, oda) ar (RIS 2, 998 o fas oifag & ik g9
w fhad dRel v wd gy 87

HBIG, Aol Hel Alps] & Sif 41d 91 8idl & a8 48 © (b a7 &7 anar °e
el 2, foras wrur qui 21 81 w28 21 59 gul 72t 21} E 91 9@ us 9w efW
URT <9 3P @1 IR 3 e W1 21 SR P ' qeads A Sud § 6 g8l w gl
arenRe Welt gl ¥1 2 wa wenfran a9i @ dre & aror € it 31wt ofl, gk
fory =g g1 wifey 6 oy a9 @res @ S g § X@ ¥, 99 W) Wl 91 gt
2, d 991 @) U Dl DI W@ ol d 99 UM W) Sl $HRd) dhiSAi 8, I9D] dredx,
mREe fTamr & Rl 9 ey SRisi o0 1 THar IR 21 A0S 39 997
gl A 99T 918y, 99 X gaRre o arfey, e 6 ae e 99, dfes ang
dl a7 8 "er @ 91d B <8 ©1 $Ed R gR? 59 ¥g srn fa wigde fhar
TH o g9 WIS 3 3MIF I &7 F Al o PIeH? o ol g8 e &
FH U g faurr @ wfeE o dun R gHRT qR1 sivd, (1 99w avare g

ST anfeaRea @1 &, S Wi a8, 9 ST st I a0m Radie TR 8, SR
qHM d¥s & X el & W 99 81 sHRI Y sud fay uflig B e
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anfearRiai & forg, it v f[Jdas ¥, S9d U vae 991301 996 2096 Bl
fear T2} 21 o1 AW Siet 7 gl @rfla @ w® 2, e ™ B ol 7 T8
2, BRYT dTd S1d U ATd § @i B 9d AR-ledy 9hd 'Y Ry 3d §1 ey
T 3% o0 3re1 4 @is ove ST a1 39 Tae § GIRE @9d off BREc fdoor
&, ST Had @ IRY1 eyl YT U yae 9 @ifdy, dfhT eyl 9t big
i =21 21 syt W @ wis a2 ], o anfearit €, amud Sawt ds
T2l T R T & el &t e 2

Helgd, 3N 2014 H fbai & ferg der a1 & Bl ) sust gl el @
BT JUST AT P17 3 P TR 81 SP! S IS 2, 8ISl IUH! AN SATG]
g 3R Heu @A B, gafay feur s 2

AT 3T TNE WA ST AR MO B d97 7 Tae g o f e |
UL, O Uigde 2, PR 99 "Il 8, df 9XBR SHdT WRUTS ddl, T 3N
THT BRI, A1 SN PO o Bl ST6xd Tel 81 AT THA IUNYRRT B1 81 S &

f&par sfear o aam 9=ai & v, 15 89k ... Udh 9<d & T 4y, (Ged
sfeam & AT 9N aREl, WA ©9F BT HicTal 81 981 B 37 SR ST PRIY, S
HIRE B amsl a4 ITENid SH@! wams far gy € BRie & T | 9
Seifa, 9 e aart a2, S haed) gdr 9§, e S9el e & & fog
T8 TaC TR B A Ye aredr § 6 o 9% e o 9 faem dwm form w8,
fora T gerRIger garr ¥2 &9 Swd © b 9wd gfery &1 gwey vear 2, uRagT
PT BT Tl 2| oigl H SRgv g8 e8Iy wEdr 21 8RR @iy [BwrT ST W #
Ht Bl HEA gAY gidl | o 91 391 ¥, Afe 9 99 pe w9 Adar @ 91 9 @ed

§ b 39 ey gid! @1 g T8
qe IS TS 8, 9@l @iy ASreced 9€1 slar ufgeH) sov ugw # &l 9qd

qfersT 49 aRId el 81 9 fay e po i, PR el @1 g Agfora
firer <rep|

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Only two minutes more.

sft femR wE e 9=, § dhds $ @1 g A=ER, § AR At off
I AT ARM BT ARl g [ o R W PRy, R e ard wE § e,
S, a9 SHE T W8 elR aw SR, gt aa-mitenel 3 a9 a@l
Y $¥eh oIy T F915Y, Sfeadrsil # 37 349 8= @1 o9 9 $v1y, § s5en
o @ g

AR, § A2t e aEdn g & e # o anfeanft ' 2 €, @ o s
ofdg AR 8, S96 a7 ST @) Sl 99 & & [Jdost 2, SR 89 &
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foeieisr ¥ S Haa syl daa SermfaEi @, duw Bl ®F e Jwn s
& fory R Ao WA 97 f&En, I S99 S9 @7 well g aren T8 8, fhaEi @
Hell B4 ardl <8l 8, safery § swar A9y syl §, gar)

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. Now, Shri A.

Navaneethakrishnan. You have got only seven minutes.
SHRI A, NAVANEETHAKRISHNAN (Tamil Nadu): T will not take much time, Sir.

This is a welcome Bill because the bamboos are the property of the rural poor
people. This Bill has been very rightly brought in. For the reasons stated by my
senior colleague, Jairam Ramesh, if anything is to be done, I have no objection. But
from my point of view, this Bill is a welcoming one because bamboos are cultivated
only by the poor people of the rural areas and are utilized by the poor people of
the rural areas. It is their property. Now, for the purpose of felling and transit, if
permission is required from the authorities, then automatically money is involved in
it. There is no doubt about it. Our system is already totally collapsed. So, the poor
people are already suffering and the rural economy 1s ignored by all the people. But,
in spite of it, the Central Government has brought this Bill. T welcome it because
now even in the urban areas, the products made of bamboo are very popular and
utilized. They have got a very good market among the people. So, 1 welcome this
Bill. Also, cultivation of bamboos has to be encouraged to maintain the environment

and the climate change. So, I welcome the Bill. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Navaneethakrishnan ji. It was a very
good speech in the shortest possible time. That is important. Small is beautiful. Now,
Shri Sukhendu Sekhar Ray. Your time is six minutes.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY {West Bengal): Sir, it appears that bamboo
is not always desirable!l But I have to make my submissions on this Bill. First of
all, when illegal felling of trees is going on unabated, this Bill should not show the
path of legal felling of trees. Once this Bill is passed, it will open Pandora's box or
it will open a new way for the illegal felling of trees. So, the Government should

ensure that it should not show the path of illegal felling of trees in the coming days.

Sir, before this Bill was placed before this House, an Ordinance was promulgated
under Article 123. Now, Article 123 categorically states about the special circumstances.
I may be allowed to quote from Article 123. "If at any time, except when both
Houses of Parliament are in Session, the President is satisfled that circumstances exist
which render it necessary for him to take immediate action, this can be done." I am

not questioning the satisfaction of the President. But I am questioning the objective
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of the Government as to what were the circumstances necessary for promulgation

of the Ordinance.

Because this Ordinance was promulgated on 23rd November, and in the second
week of December, this House and that House were supposed to be convened.
This time it did not happen. But that is a different thing altogether Why couldn’t
the Government wait for some more time? What was the urgency? What was the
compulsion on the part of the Government? I would request the hon. Minister to
clarify this position first. Some apprehensions were raised in different quarters,
including those raised by Mr. Ramesh, and I am inclined to share his apprehension
that there are certain other considerations. Because nothing has been said so far I
have gone through the press statement issued by the hon. Minister which appeared
on 23rd of November in different newspapers. I would quote one or two lines f{rom
that. He says, “This will now create a viable option for cultivation in 12.6 million
hectares of cultivable waste land. It will encourage farmers and other individuals
to take up plantation/block plantation of suitable bamboo species.” T want to know
whether any study was conducted by the Environment Ministry before the Minister
made the statement or not. And if at all any study was conducted, why is it that
the nation has not been informed about it, particularly the legislators? Because before
the promulgation of Ordinance, the Ministry or the Government should have told
the way Minister has issued the statement that these are the considerations why the
Govemment decided to promulgate the Ordinance. In a plethora of cases, the Supreme
Court has stated and ruled against the promulgation of Ordinances now and then. In
a recent Supreme Court judgement in the case of Krishna Kumar versus the State
of Bihar, the 7-Judge Bench of the Supreme Court has held that re-promulgation
of Ordinance is impermissible and termed it as a fraud on the Constitution. It is
not a case of re-promulgation. In the same case, the Supreme Court has said that
the Constitution does not permit the President or the Governor to become a parallel
law making authority independent of legislature, because Parliament is supreme. The
legislative power 1s with the Parliament and the legislatures. That 1s why I want to
know from the hon. Minister what the urgency and exigency was in promulgating
the Ordinance on 23rd of November According to me, there were no compelling

circumstances or exigencies so far as the Ordinance 1s concerned.

As far as the Bill is concerned, the Statement of Objects and Reasons says,
“The farmers are facing hardships i getting the permits for felling and transit of
bamboos within the State and also for outside the State, which has been identified

as major impediment of the cultivation of bamboos by farmers on their land.”
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According to me, the word ‘farmers’ should be replaced with the word ‘traders’. It
is actually the traders or the corporates who are facing hardship and not the farmers.
Nowhere in the country farmers are getting any remunerative price, although while
initiating the discussion on the Bill, the hon. Minister has said that this Government
is determined to increase the earnings of the farmers to the extent of 50 per cent
by 2022. They have to wait till 2022 without knowing who will come to power in
2022 and whether they will remain or any other party will come. But in the electoral
promises, in the manifesto, they stated that for the farmers they will ensure 50 per
cent profit over and above the cost of production. Forty-two months have elapsed.
Now the Government is saying that you will have to wait till 2022 and, in 2021,
they will say that yvou will have to wait for 2050. And this will go on. This is an
empty promise which has been established beyond doubt.

Sir, T am concluding. T would like to make only one point from the Bill as to
why this Bill is not important at all. If bamboo is cultivated in the land other than
forest, it 1s all night. But, by this Bill, if the Government takes away bamboo {rom
the definition of trees and if it is not forest produce, in that case, we are going
to convert forest activity into a non-forest activity. This is my point. An exemption
1s sought for the bamboo grown in the forest area because you are amending the
definition of trees under the Forest Act. If this amendment is passed, no permit
would be required for felling and transporting bamboo, which is required for a forest
produce. Therefore, the Government must have a relock at the Bill and withdraw

this Bill in the interests of the forest community and the farmers as a whole.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Dilip Kumar Tirkey. Your time is four

minutes.

sft feefia AR o @ifem: @w, § ofr ¥ odl 59 fdee @1 fiem o=«
21 qARR It R WY T aNfEYT W HRTS IoueT W A BT SR A
21 forT ot A g Saure = BT 2, 99 'R Uy 9 9 ol ©, W S9d
fom =1 WRHR B 3o A BT 2, dfeT 39 H9eT & 9% e AR argdfT

T o=t grihl # w2l St & 7% qu Agm & 9% e axd o feud e i @
IRETUT O I ¥w &, ATIRAT dT AT Io ARPRI H1?

TER, eI 7 14,000 Tt frarfics & arfées &= 7 919 ST ST 2 T %
AR el ") G A 99 BT W R4 © QR BIC-eie qd 4l il 9 g a9
S 81 9l d dels 2R S del dF A1 o ol & U golisid dav 2y e,
fpami ok araTRl @1 weT TE1 $X X 21 q3 SX & O SR 1 BT Sl Ty
PoTs A, Y Swd AReror & frU amuwmT are & U T fade a2
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TEIG, a1 AT STl o fIy 4l A1 & 919 B 99 gU Bl TR aNfeu
o H oft ae e wiafaat 8, S el w1 wRerr wedt 81 99 STl ®f U o
F gIdl ofTE o 9 @ foT am el @t orgafd @ oieed BRI B W =Id 7 59
AR AR @AMIRAT BT SRAGT BRIGT SR S ATY AR ARBRI b FT-H12T
M AT 3N g7 IR AR & el § A wkdl v w g1 s M el
1 3T AOET FT B SO 2, ITH AMDHRI A T T B TR

ARG, S0 A § 7 "R ¥ A8 [u 9w & amue! adifeta a3t
w1 led] 212 Winter Session & Sl UBd, 23 HarY @l UE ISy A anuw)
T AR 217 AT Winter Session T gaoiR 4l &Y Hehd 2l

AEGd, 3 Al © {6 A% 6eeT oxe Wer Foflero @ 9gEn © 2
T privatization | & el @) am dg é Sl Wl 82 @ privatization R
JAERN BT T 27

Aglga, Wl el anfeayan & ST § g @) 951 Agcayel gfywr gid) {1 emy
S YT & Wk enfearil @1 wds Wdr T8 B gad ol

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All right. Your time is over.

oft ol AR faolh W=, & uw fme o ool 919 wwra @var §) g9 s
# e W2 6 Swe mEwe R-a9 & H S Ty 9 1) OE Ay g6, 19
§ amud A F Al J2 Sl @ e e g b9l 4 adl gs €l o
BRI TH AT A ORI, T BRI M H1 HA 07 I 5 ST 997 d«T gon B,
a8 Wit dUus bl B AT W-BRE dvs @l 77

# e il oer Ag b YRR AR hevd cid &l BHSR T bl 84 UH
T3l 3MR a7 [Rem AW B 3R arfder <, % woigd PNl (W B Hd)...
fh AN Sird] @t Ry w wwelt @i a9 Wil & SRy dedv alie & @t
ST APl €, SATAT a8 P

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay; all right.
oft fachin AR fabl: wgiq, A oid d va ard de @i 6 gu add O Rdas

AN ¥ U8 MYHT T TLDRI Bl T SIS o1 Gy, =G|

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Harivansh. You have four
minutes only.

sft eRdwr (faem): STgwmfa off, w2t it efim wma qd w41, amexofla
SRRT XA Sfl @) ard 89 Fad gl # W) fach AR ug sw d & uer | anud AeH
I T AEAl §) AN £fie W U B amdd PRl AR RS I B legacy T
TER Bl T W4 AW ARl F UERR €, T AR B P Y8 g AR o & oid
Sy wiel 81 Y, WH Bl AU 3R WHY Bl A1 H s¥d ar H fwr 9 e
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Gered ¥g @, o T @1 A el 8, 9% av A 29 @ e ghiYaa
@Rl Bl Sl T M9 ddb g9 BT J §ud o, I 39 BT A qad g Y 9 e
=t 7 =it S o & SR $X TR, T8 IR IT PR adl

gl IS W% ¥ a@ 3a I orawR fadr § 5 T-wnee uRar 7 o aig @
IIGT 9¢1 59 39 ° 99 YA H waste Iand%\'«?ﬂ?w}ma?mmm
AT RIS 2SI I waste land 2, ST SO 83t &1 ORIt B 89 §o) 3] 9
TS BT T2 2, 39Y Th HHEAT 941 2 f6 5% % 919 Bt Wt ghf 59 mE &
ST degraded land €, 39 U< oI 919 o9 & fov o1 wieaifea g1 efiv gas dur
# T BT IAGT GG

T et e, e FR 59 U W B9 W9 WS §, § wel g fo arw
59 S Bl 919 b fra] Sieed 8, S9Dl 3T €1 sAR U Sude § A 39 @l
qi B AIGET oeXd 2.8 RS AMT AW o @RS e 7, it gt neT gl
AR S W IUAL T, IqTB1 9 T G P IR IOIR I AW 21 TR gERT #
Rra) sl g der glar 2, Saal @ 1o wied) aHe urd # 2, 9w g &
qIofR H gHRT Hibe AR fih o wigdl 21 qgl 9dle B fh 59 drd & daled 9
gART R gFrRm & IR 7 o[y g

Teft ofik eyl <iel A8 § 6 ARG @1 U1 WRA & U g1 59 9ed A W
f 2015 7 w=a 7 18.01 fafors wyfaw e fTaxw g e sl &1 gd T,
! $Md 43 B9IR rs oIU 21 I & & 59 &7 & 19 B9 9 89 99
H IUET TG T S FS! 3R A B Ieued At T, A 3HH T
faer & @ amyafll gl 938 United Nation's International Development Organisation
h SATHR ?IT?JI(QW H 3T o9 991 H 5 89} Eb_ﬁ@' BYU DHl bamboo business Bl
39 g8l 3R AN, [ srest ave 9 S9Ud] Wl @R 2, 91 d8as #ic] R
RIS T Sl du a7 o AUt 919 e Wd § B MR B 9@l I, WRiAE &
ATHR 9% I FER-SER T o GG, dfhT 36T 99 Bl gars AR AEeng! dRiwmei®
R ST S H 919 & SUET & e DI YA FHET gt & 3% O ST PNS
AN 35 919 & IUGT A o 8, S99 U g9 AhC P @S BN DI FGUEET gt
2, 39 PRU A A AT 390D 9T A T, Al

SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA (Tripura). Sir, irst of all, I oppose the
Indian Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2017. This is mainly to exclude —bamboos' from
the definition of 'trees' in the Indian Forest Act, 1927, In the North-East Indian States
bamboos grow abundantly in the forests and plains. There are many restrictions in
cutting trees from forests. So, many people are growing bamboos in their private
land for commercial purposes. Now bamboo 1s considered a tree as per the Forest
Act. So, there are a lot of restrictions in transporting bamboos within a State and
between States. Once bamboo 1s removed from definition of 'trees' in the Forest Act,

bamboo-growers can freely take it to any part of the country. This will help them to
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get a good price for bamboos. Bamboos are raw material for producing pulp, paper,
rayon, etc. Since Tripura is a backward State and has a good reserve of bamboos,
I request the Central Government to establish a pulp and paper mill. This will help
the State to get industrialized because a large number of ancillary industries will be
started when pulp and paper are being produced. Also a large number of handicraft
articles can be purchased which will create a lot of jobs for both young men and

women of my State and neighbouring States.

Sir, a lot of criticism has been raised and the Minister has to reply to all of
them; [ don’t want to repeat them. Only after that, the Bill can be passed. Thank

you, Sir

oft s Rrgwf (o ucw): AF Suwwaly weicy, wHa 89 & forv 3y
g=EE| G TEd AN IrRfl 9w, SRff W ok df § 99 Ane wewn |7 59
¥R 1v e AR R@e @1 @ e, § ot e AR W $o YEd Aed &

R IR AT a1l gl

S @l 8Y ARG dsdl © [ gHRI aeardr fhar axas! @, e &
9 el 3% sgd) Agvadr W g1 Sl db o9 H 979 @) Wdl Bl viegied g1 @l
yed 8, 39 fdd H 919 & gl o1 dicared <4 @) 9rd @l 18 81 H "l A
St @ ST AT fe ORT a¥E eme oW W 4 wifthan, @a Witk frem wiftean,
TR W R ST Mt anfe o il & weent 31 391 o9 & [oliufy afiw
IUFYRT S & Al & SIS & a9 o I8 8, AF A" St T @R B 2022
I® 39 SR g BFf, dfes Siet 39 91 & amerar Ul W IRGRI & gRT
iferai gars Sdl 2, AT S SIS ®1 S YA Hed o @1 Sl digr b 2, e
ST W1 1M Wil §9 R Bl g off 38 8, 9 29 9 quy gl fhar g

# SR ugw b wewEs Squs 9 A1 g asi gl o1 ane, @ ufd ves
el P WA 35,000 T, AN AT €, TP b 20,000 B, I ABY 25,000
®. TP PN IUDT AMTe], {1 €, AR PR Fsd 81 AT IR ASA &I, W8l o7 A
Fa WG 31Tl BT 21 39 Wead & ot 3! qur Rl @ b v & fa, 9 9
TARIR T Bl AT BIE, HEA UG O B YAl S©R ARG & &4 § I drd
anfeard) frar g, afad fva gl a1 fMws @ & fow 8, sl qollufa ud
el 9§ gedrn A

# A A off 9 99 91 AR qu A §) R IRAR 59 fad & Aed 9
I, & SIS BT ¢ AT e o BT B P ok @ § S g a3t
et o 3 g gd A AR B g, 97 of B e 2, 3 9 9 o ad 9@ ere
9RaR e Il T? @ Sad! e aferet @ anfde ggai < B B @eer ot
T5 w2 @ QU H fhwr & rH ux "= 10 wels § waiel of gl 1 qint & oar |
qemer ¢ Al fewre) Auigy 21 safeay w31 ).
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your time is over. I am helpless.
ot srae fagel: 9o 3, ¥

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, [ rise to oppose this Bill. I think, there
was no need for this Ordinance. The Government should not have resorted to
Ordinance route on this issue. Sir, it was very heartening to listen to my good friend,
Shri Jairam Ramesh, speaking against the loot of forest wealth by private industries.
Sir, bamboo 1s actually a kind of grass and the Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, is quite
aware of this. Bamboo is actually a kind of grass. During British rule, bamboo
was classified as a tree in the Forest Law. This allowed the Forest Department
to control cutting, selling and transporting of bamboos. Britishers, in fact, made
huge revenues on this. Sir, in the Forest Rights Act, 2006, which was referred to
by my good friend, Shri Jairam Ramesh, bamboo has been included as a minor
forest produce. So, people have their rights over it. However, the Indian Forest Act
was not amended. The forest officials have continued to illegally, T use the word
‘illegally’, stop people from harvesting and selling bamboo on forest lands. The only
place this was stopped is Maharashtra, which was again referred to by my friend
Shri Jairam Ramesh. There was the Governor’s order under which bamboo was removed
from the ‘tree’ category in the Fifth Schedule areas. Using this, some villagers in
Gadchiroli |, that was again referred to by Jairam Ramesh, began to harvest and sell
bamboo using their own laws. They earned crores of monev which was used for
their developmental activities. This Government also talks about development all the
time. Actually, the money which they eamed was used for the development activities
in those areas. This shows how much money has been looted from the Adivasis and
forest dwellers by the Forest Department. I am naming the Forest Department. They
looted the money which actually belonged to the tribal people.

Against this background, now, the new Bill only says that bamboo outside
forest will not be considered as 'tree.! It means what? Are you trying to benefit the
private land owners? It means, you want to help paper companies. It means, you
want to help private industries. And, they would be benefiting, looting and making
huge revenues. On the other hand, tribal people and forest dwellers deprived of
their rights and access to forest wealth! Is it proper? This is what 1 want to ask the
Government. Is it right to do this? Is it right to deprive the rights of tribal people
and forest dwellers and trying to help private industries? And, in order to do this,
you have brought an Ordinance! That is why I strongly oppose this Bill. This Bill 1s
not in the interest of tribal people. This Bill is not in the interest of forest dwellers.
If at all it benefits anybody, it benefits private industries and companies. Is it your

objective? Is it your intention? If that is the objective of this Government, let it
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be cleared. Sir, why do you speak, 'Sabka-Saath-Sabka-Vikas'? You are for private
companies and private industries and you say, 'Sabka-Saath-Sabka-Vikas'! Why do

you deceive people?

oft Sgaumafa: wa @ eneHl ¥ wa § svgleafarey W8, @ an €, wi
AN B

SHRI D. RAJA: Now, 'Sabka-Saath-Sabka-Vikas' has become 'corporate-houses-
ke-saath-private-industries-ke-saath’. Tt is not for all. That is why this Bill needs to
be deferred. The Government should rework on this Bill, have broader consultations
keeping in view the interest of the country, tribal people and forest dwellers. That
1s why I oppose this Bill. Thank you

Mg waEE fJem 9=t (off sem gEseR): meiey, § daa d9-9r fme #§
&1 €1 7% YW A1Edl gl A B &% W S ag <1fEy, AT Wg Bl 30l § IiN
Sirel H ol 99d © ergded 9l 8, F gigded W, aard) 8, 37! weeror W fAer
MY, ITD[ asiifger 4 Fret @iz, amatags € g @ik, a8 491 3@ ot
W Bl Bl @l El weT B, R 9w 8l €1 ¥l © dl (e, A sexded ul
L) It is my intervention as a Member of this House.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: 1 allowed him.

oft UGBTI AEASHR: AT T T2 BT 7, THRT BRI BT AR OF Ts TG e
g @ F XA A, i avad @l H Uh IRV 947 I8 §) .. (TIHM)... Uh
el o= @1 TS WRA $i 9S1SY 8, URG 3 O9uar ®1 g9 R & U gee
&7 [qU ... (H9EH)...

SHRI D. RATJA: Tt 15 sandalwood.

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: It is both, red sanders and sandalwood. So,
what has happened is, farmers stopped growing this. Therefore, now, Australia has
become the major manufacturer of sandalwood and sandal products. And, in fact, we
are importing! So, this is how we are not allowing forest to grow. This the example.

deld DA P WigdT § ol ded 8, [hae ts qdl e, i 98 99 |Gda, e
aft U e, o9 dg iUl @Y ghil AR U8 A 81 gad! § fh Sid &
Tl DT TSI Pols A FATAAT ALY, dfddT R A & 988 SHE T281 2FT Afey?
UIgde Sid gFT IRy 2R 98 &l g1 ©, AY1 Ud @) e © vl uewel ¥ a@
ST 99 b e H gd U9 dold o Arfiedn o, el agd gedr gan g,

[
SNT ISl dlev|

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, I want to seek just one clarification
from Mr. Javadekar. ¥R, T g&1 Pl <adl ®sd ol 81 AFC ¢ f& &1 qoal 8K &
7 ST DI EA PR PICA?



Gavernment [27 December, 2017] Bills 713

ot THTY FAESH: BicT B HET T8 &1 99 59 IS @Id @ Al TSl Bl dre,
ITHT ITAM AT, A8 A uph &1 B gH B L (F@EF)... TE AP a9 2, s
®ls e Tol B

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: See, Parliament is for discussion. Very important

points have been raised here. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, I have never seen that an ex-Minister is replying
on behalf of the Minister. ..(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; no. He is not replying on behalf of Minister.

He 1s just intervening. And, he was intervening with my permission.

Very important points have been raised here. Even the Chair has some doubts.
For example, as mentioned by Shri Javadekar, the case of sandalwood. It has always
wondered me. Sandalwood is grown in some areas of Kerala also. It is a very costly
product. Nobody can grow it. One day, 1 happened to visit a house. They had a
sandalwood tree. They told me that they had a sandalwood tree and they had not
disclosed it to anybody. Why is it so? If people are allowed to grow it, what’s the

harm in 1t? I am not making an observation. [ am only raising a doubt.

Now, the next speaker is Shri Pradeep Tamta. <FWCT Sil, 39 NI Had @I
fire @1 W T

sft o9 xRl (SRrEs): Sywwld wgiey, v e 9 | W) qled & ferg
argafer &Y, s form # smuer emaRt g W, 59 9@ & fARw 7 wer §) W, #
arefl oru qd aerteil bl YT ReT AN A SRRM W Sl 7 ofl a1 @gl, H 9w
TR B AaG DT G TE T A Bl A 2 b aadrT w3} gd w5t e A
Ay 21 ¥ SF1 B LI $H a1 B 3R 3BT HAT aredl § — 3T S gafaxo,
g 3R Sferdry uRad w2l &1 H < w1 § {99 2014 & arg qd H4l o9 s
39T intervention D %ﬁf%ﬂ'?)ﬂ'q, M 7T I Forest Act, Forest Conservation Act
3 T Environmental Acts @1 dilute Wﬁﬂﬁwﬁwwmﬂ
G %, g™ o 31 g1 7= @8 ¥ 2 % 87 bamboo fﬁ?ﬂ’fﬂ’cﬂéﬂ%green cover
@1 9GMT AT ©, AT THARI National Policy %%@W%WWSS TRIIT forest
cover EWHT%QIﬁﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬂﬁ%\f%mﬁ@%%ﬁﬂﬁbamboo
FITT AT green cover 9§ WY # ST @TEdr g fb amudl fhwe Jir 27 A
Forest Act H 3[R Eady RIGRGE] 9 gHY é?T H AT 22 GRS forest cover %\’, SiT
UROR & Dl H 8, IUh! 33 e ded & A7 gt foad ar 87 39 < &
T & HAT B GgH P g | MY T2 TG I8 21 MY FE % ¢ 3
@1 income 9§ ST SR OXW 1 AU BT W © [ EH g BT Hax 9 6,

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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[+ft Wt <]

Fa¢ T4 A1 IS O[T F v IREF A1 3T FT FA AS] PEd [P B ABdC dS
H fopari &1 SEa v Gﬁ?ﬁﬁl’cﬁ, corporateﬂﬂ:ﬁﬁwﬁﬁ’\’ﬂ%?@ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%?
o e 4 ffes ora # [fer A 5 & fiad &1 =it $39 & foar e w2
%?JTTPSITQH, Idl avg I ame b it agricultural land %\', 39 39 agricultural land
¢ bamboo 3% 9 WM fhd™ commercial treesﬁplantationﬁﬁ%%ﬁﬁ@%l
T 21qe pIY A foh 59 39 & agriculture T SEBT RIT AN YT dIedl B7 AT
3TWW@WWIWWWHTW?%%%WQ@% coverileTﬂ
R SIRT TR omg @E v & 6 S99 grsded 3R fhami @t smaeT a¢il anga
Wﬂgﬁ%’?%ﬁ‘lWﬁﬂtﬁaﬂ?ﬁﬁtﬁsﬂéﬂ%corpormew,%Fl’dﬂ?ﬁ@ﬁ_vﬁ
B AHR AR T, ST o7 MY I8 FHIT g1 2l MR 39 R o |} 87 Th
T ATl AU STRIES P 36X Eco Sensitive Zone TR 1T 3T I PIC TP
et g T s @) gow wMRe w9 W Awayel 81 98 I -] WE § gem
GHR® w0 9 99 @ HH g@ 91 @ 82 981 W) JagR & g9Ri Us ®ie of 8
g1 2 ferkrrg & daeay | ua 9gd qs1, Render 39 a9 o @ &1 H A
yatarn, a9 o Sidary aRadd @2 § S aredr § & oar sno e | 8
fo gORI-ATEl B} aF-9F G, biodiversity W gF ardll 8, 98 9 Y81 87 &
AT DT Pl IR B 87 3MUHT FATA 8, YR [T 8, amyw! forert 2
STHT T8 BT B, AfBT MTT SLELIME. BT B 3 HA & < &=, 39 a9
P S fo=m, I AR BT SOTST el 81 98 I8 B IR Hd 3MIhT g9 B
S TN W Pls ARK ] IS aral gl § I P Aredl g B A8 S 3fe
HEE (HsHe) fad, 2017 U BN S W@ 8, g9 U ol @ fh 9%y o
ba B H wa & 9N H YT @1 §, 1 U dls giersiel U 82 41 Ud wWie @,
Iqbl gige Ael-sw § ue Sind @ dvg 21 Ug Us Al 8, dfhd wie a1 8, o
U &) d¥g S| § S ardl dH-9) 59 @ Uk ©, I8 9gd ol 2 9 i
arar wiem §, ) o ad W9 BT U T 8, Sl AR ad 959 BT g | ST
21 31T ST 3 IAqPI AT AFRT B o 7 JRER @ =ned § &R a3 o
¥ g8 IREE el W, a' WA e weve a1 [P OS9 IRBR B 0P B
ded © f eeet e, w9dr famm A

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Tamtaji, one speaker from your party is absent.

So, you get two more minutes.
SHRI PRADEEP TAMTA: Thank you, Sir. ..(Interruptions)..
SHRIMATI VIPLOVE THAKUR (Himachal Pradesh): Sir, 1T have also to speak.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Viploveji, 1 am dividing equally.

oft wia Twen: # Aw T aredr § QR @1 @1 Sl AeEs § 59 W e
# B PR P, SHDI dilute DI DI, 3D T T R B ¢ AET IS g% 2
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AT 2T BN Vae H WIET Bl dled §, dd 290! gl BRE dorderT
e @l G o @) 8hl {6 99-99 gwrgda Wi €] 99 8 ©, e gl
Bl BT B AR HAT Sft qamE f gud faU ereAsr ar # w®n ot ot #
TSI § OF 39 (o7 AMMeel A & oRavd 21 ol BAR S & 3l Sl BNIC
PI¥ 2, g8 34l 5 9¢ 721 TRr 2 g8 59 A A T WIT B, SUD] I GG
& {0 TRAR BT T W R, B AT S 39T S/IE W S9d i Hgra? "
Haft Sft % garr o & 4 39 9 & gry <9 # 9 wax o1 9@ o @ €, d1 @@
YR DR ¥, PR $udde 5 59 49 & 3fqe ¥ o9 91d & 39 ®a¥ &l 9g
& foro oS Ao 9918w Rh g @Rl Ao 9918 B, 91 2 ek aTe | Bl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay.
sft gdig e AR any...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time is over.

sft yig @1 3T T F 31E¥ core sector TH H SUFIRIAT BT SHIET T BT
argAfer o o X2 €1 [ TAteRvI, 99 oY Sdar] vREs 7l Sft & gRT UE UeRIIe
T g8 5 o, o w7 o1 % BT UEew tdae §, dages dgw vde T,
dorde Ve H HereT fear Syl L (31 gd)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time is over. Okay.
sft gdig T gufoy # gud ver A 8 wer § ik # 5w Qe @1 iR a=ar g
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All right.

sft gdlg ewen: § weA | W) | wxal § fb seil el wivaRe di & fdi &
for 97+ arel Uae @1 qROIR R @) o[ e

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Shankarbhai N. Vegad. You have 20
minutes. ...(Interruptions).. No, no. There are only two speakers. I will not accept
any further No more speakers. ...(Inferruptions)...

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I have moved the Resolution.

I need two minutes.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will give you three minutes. You are demanding

two minutes; I am giving you 50 per cent more.

sft GHIAS T, P C[ORId): STHAATT AgiGa, 9 H3h 59 [9a w e &
wHiept f&=m, goep forg & amyepr amARl §| e WRER IR-I &1 W IR Bl WAl Pl
I & & fory ARl a7 (e e, 2017 &1 A% 21 39 o9 | SER @iy
T RAET 3 BT &3 8, 1 98 @l € 81 3RT o9 P 3R HT T 7 R=T 31
S B UBd & 9 AMFRET H I U gR1 BN gU A, ST AR T AT AT 59
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[} siep=rs T, T1S]

AR W I BT TR AT S g, 99 feare & fav st smet @
21 A0 O o2 5 e 2 B M B 1 M o e B a0 5 9 B s | o e o B | R e

Hglq, ofl g9 @l Ak wx v &, § 91 & der aigm B ey fear o o
B 3% B R g el B e qemr wg) 78l wede § ag W e awd §
fr 9ig @ 9dt ¥ b feam &) araet 981 ¢, 39 9 andbdl, vged, ofx
ST H TE 9t At o ot smAeT 9¢iill Ted 9y SmaTRT Wl & e §
I W A G ST 9T, AT Wd & gre} 9w H 9 @t Wdl 8 g@t 8 R
fram & @ & qiex B wifvia oFfla T # T B Wt 81 9T 2 Rigw &
B¢ T ®f AT § 909 &1 Wl 87 Fad! 21 gafay § wit S 9w @wdn §
i o1 taT die faefid foear oy, O o 9 @ wud Sfeg-9-Sieg 81 ol 3R
SART e @R wa woigy Jeddie adld & qie 39 gd) 9y 99 & oy anwe
BT UTH T8 W 2 3N 3R 5 @ 9 B Wl B <F o, 9 39 9 sadt
AT dg STl

AERA, 9 DI TSI AR 21 R $ AT-3TeT WS H $ BT STAT-3TAT SHART
21 gHN orTd H dl 9w & fid o1 erar o geofl Wt g} 21 2y wifiear @ faar
Pl f o9 89 9 od ©, a9 A 99 DT SUAN BT 2 AR gHR 2AfqH FEh
# off 99 BT ITAR BT SIS A SHaT | gH S[ST §e B, SHiiy sHN e
H3t 7t ©ff 3iw ael 546 St g genge fAdue 9w 8, 99 9 SRISRI @l
SERIESEIT

AEIG, 919 3M® a9 & o § STAN 8[T 21 919 T SYAT Biiew a1
H EET §, WIWT 3R BIC-BIC Ieh H a9 H 39 & START SR &l 8vp ge] sifesa
BT SUANT Pl 2 3 I § 4 979 T SUAFT 8T 2, df 39 T ORI DI &I a1
ATTTIDAT &7 HR hE" D "ddd A2 © [P 39 39 &1 fORE o & 2. Lol /o).
e g 2l & fRelt ¥ weie, RHgwm A ). &) eneret &a-9-a4 55 ufererd
21 o9 BF N @1 fd | 9, O F an i & Ba F) 9 off @ik fied 7%
Arell I gART 7 off f7 et . w1 durT gt e, O SRR wene we A wee
q Hhfdde § g8 w&id Ho fbar ol g8 dle gur 4 wiRd glbw ofd U g H
AT AT AT JY AT H HOR P (AN 36 HF BN 1 7ddd 87 A8y, I8
faar |t andlefl. 3z vadl & 9 & forv € W@ 21 59 9 fhae @ J1 f’a
BT &), Afh fow & @d # wm dx arel Wd Heigy @1 9t & g9 aren 21 39
J I WT Aolge DI H TSR e iR Swe! W arest st 91 = e g
Fred 21 & 39 oI TRl Frel? B9 99 S99 R aed 2 A O1 UE @ 9,
9 BT G 9=d B 39 H B AeH! 3T #ea o7t aia et @1 e e ®

sl g8 99 &l Maex so fadus o g o9, 2l 89 warfger 81 sugyfa
Sf, # 59 fadem &1 w\edT dxar g1 Aeigy, " HE oft & e @y 8, # g
el @war § 2R # 3id # ud 919 DHudy AT 91T FAT Dl
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AR, MORAT § T givars] feReae 21 39 SRege @1 9 gvmErst w1 @
T e gBd 39 fefigae o w4l oe 9 &1 Gt Bt off ok a8l @t gt emaret
i @l Wl uv ke oft 2w 9w € Sue) anoiifawr off, seiifery sa e @
T ATt 3T T BHR ORI U W ud S foar 31 g w W @ fefeee
H 979 BT Sird AT 3% 99 bl Wdl sidl ofl, safav sger T s e gt 21§
38 PEl aedl g [ 3R o9 & w4l TR0 § 909 B Wdt 8 gl 21 afe ey 5|
e &1 wika &, a1 [ S A S RIGAR AR 8, 960 IoMR e B 3@
forerm, gafav g9 @ &1 wRa e omy, = A v 2, geEsl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Shri Shankarbhai Vegad. Now, Shri

Tiruchi Siva; Mr. Siva, you have five minutes.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill,
2017 has been brought to replace the Indian Forest (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017.

Sir, T wish to emphasize the question raised by my colleagues here. Of course,
the Constitution empowers the Government to bring in an Ordinance in times of
emergency or when some urgency arises, but as far as this issue is concerned,
what was the need for the Government to bring in an Ordinance? Amendment and
Ordinance are special provisions provided in the Constitution. Now, no Government
can run a Government without bringing in an Ordinance. During the UPA-IT regime,
the total number of Ordinances that were brought was 25, but within just three-
and-a-half years, the present Government has brought 31 Ordinances; there are still
one-and-a-half years to go! In 2014, four Ordinances were brought, n 2015, 12, in
2016, eight and in 2017, seven. Now, why should they resort to the Ordinance route

without making use of the parliamentary process?

Secondly, Sir, ‘Forests’ fall in the Concurrent List. Different States have different
laws in place and so, before bringing forth this Ordinance, the States should have
been consulted, which has not been done so far This is a very important issue,
Sir. This Government, after assuming office, has been trying to encroach upon the
rights of the States. We are not prepared to compromise on our rights. The States
cannot give up their powers. They say that this Bill has been brought keeping in
view the welfare of non-forest farmers. If that be so, the Minister may clanfy this
point: Some person may cut bamboo growing in a forest area without a permit
and take it as his own commodity. What measures would you take to curtail such
practices? There would be deforestation. What you want to preserve would actually
be lost, because there are many clever people out there who, with the connivance of
the forest people, would take away all the bamboo saying that it is their bamboo.
How would you help farmers with this law, that too by bringing in this Bill with

so much urgency? So, there must be something to read between the lines. When the
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[Shri Tiruchi Siva]
Parliament is about to convene in December, why should an Ordinance be brought

in the month of November? That is a very big question.

Then, Sir, bamboo vegetation differs from State to State. The topography and
geography are well known to the individual States, but they have not been consulted
at all. Secondly, Gram Panchayats are the deciding factors in the matter of permits.

Their powers are also being taken away.

Sir, there are three issues which worry us. There was no need for an Ordinance.
My friend, Dr. Subbarami Reddy, has moved a Statutory Resolution and Shri Jairam
Ramesh has questioned the urgency in bringing an Ordinance. Secondly, you have
totally ignored the States though the forest 1s under the Concurrent List. You are
taking away the rights of the State again and again, now and then, in everything.
Thirdly, vou are now usurping the powers of the Gram Panchayats also. So, Sir,
we are compelled with no other option than to oppose this Bill. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Mahendra Singh Mahra; not present. The next
1s Shri Ananda Bhaskar Rapolu

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU (Telangana): Respected, Deputy Chairman,
Sir, as it is being highlighted, the urgency of Ordinance is showing the ulterior
motive of the Union Government, even disrespecting the Concurrent List of State
Governments. Bamboo is having the spiritual value; bamboo represents cultures;
bamboo represents traditions and, at the same time, in the modern times, it is having
high commercial value. Though you try to represent the cultures and values in your
slogans and arguments, you are just standing with the modern corporate to have the
yield of the riverine lands through which you will get bamboo. Earlier, the UPA
for ten years, tried to develop the bamboo plantation with the National Bamboo
Mission. Have you ever consulted with your Ministry of Agriculture before going
for an Ordinance? Have you ever evaluated the utilization of the funds and the
enhancement of the funds in these recent three years for the promotion of bamboo?
As far as our findings go, there is no encouragement and improvement on the fund
supporting part for the National Bamboo Mission. But you are going to treat it as
just grass. Yes, in Indian history, in Indian heritage and in Indian livelihood, as in
the hivelihood of Asia, grass is having great value. Bamboo 1s soil carbon enriching
clump. Have you ever resorted to clump management? Have you ever evaluated the
degradation of niverine lands all across? Take the case of the Yamuna, take the case
of the Chambal; take the case of the Godavari, take the case of the Krishna; take the
case of the Mahanadi, and even take the case of Ma Ganga. You have not bothered
to assess the degradation of riverine land. Wherever you have riverine lands, there

1s a possibility of safe bamboo plantation. Every bamboo clump is having 12-year
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life. In its 12 vears, it will give three tonnes vyield. Yes, that is true that we are
importing a lot of bamboos from other countries because there is a growing need.
For the traditional purposes, our Indian produce will serve. For the modern needs
and modern necessities and utilities, yes, you need to import. While you are trying
to remove this bamboo from the list of forest trees, have you ever bothered to look
at the fact that the UPA Government has treated it as — and promulgated an Act — a
minor forest produce? Have you not taken care of the ground realities while looking
at the bamboo plantation? Through our observations, you have not bothered to look
at this fact. But bamboo plantation needs to be looked through the perspective of
small farmers, as you were mentioning. For that, vou please don’t encourage your
Forest Departments. You, please, in consultation with your State Governments, try to
evaluate and try to utilise the available Compulsory Afforestation Forest Funds for
the proper purposes. Otherwise, they are going to be misused through your Forest
Departments and through your Vam Sawrakshan Samitis, which are posing a very
serious problem for the tribal livelihood. Even in Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
and other parts of the country, our people, the tribal people, are hesitating and they
are demanding for giving empowerment only to the Gram Sabhas and not to the Jan
Sanrakshan Samitis, which are having the force and enforcement through the Forest
Departments. And, for the bamboo protection, ves, I associate myself with my senior
colleague, Shri Jairam Ramesh, and 1 also appreciate this Statutory Resolution of Dr.
T. Subbarami Reddy, and through our observations, we hope that this Government
will get enlightened and the Minister will himself look into the ground realities and
take back this Bill. Thank you very much, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. This self-discipline is good.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: Yes, Sir, that is because of the newly-
enforced disciplines.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That’s good. Now, the next speaker is Shrimati
Viplove Thakur.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: She has six minutes.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, because you have left one minute.

sffa faera SR Swrarafy wgiE, A8 S e @R @ g, qu a2 5
I bR bl AIfSTE B @) ub ned 99 1S 81 ofd Wl G 201 drer gl
2, 399 P9 7 U8d B T Dl JiifeT SN &= o &1 S/ AT UG AT 2
b g7l s A favarg € F€f 21 A arsd € A€ € fd qw wleuw & gafde
T, gAfey 3 Al fd @1 ar] B ® fau Seawd v T $T U B od 2
3iR ANfST=1 o oIy €1 731 Wwsl 3 21 a1 & ¥% SifS=1 @ 3T = srawimdl
oft? W S A1 Aol o, HF A1 T PR A7 5 g F fag, swwt uer & fog
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[T Tawera a1

39 Y8 I ST dRI SRI? 3MRaT I8 © RAT? RTS8 FE el Bl © 5 o
aITS1 THR M8 7 BT W9 8, SHG q@riac! @01 8, SUd! e v I afen e
S AHAT & 3R o TE 9 B9 SEdl GIRT Anhe & W deilc B Aed 87 39
T 3MUH] Bls ROd 87 Had ael B G w1 9Fifhe S 8, 91 98 o B o
ST Y8 &7 th fhar & u fhad) s g afRy, e 98 Suer wrer Ser
hdl 87 59 98 H AU wls Grar © b fhds gacax o= e fham & urg
gl =gy, fhad vwms oHE ) wifRu? had a am & a1 eifes~ a9 at
fooarl @) amel &) geq @il anud a RS agd-agd 21 @l @ on b 8w
MU B BT a1 RAC il I8 aRIGI S8l 1?7 HEl T T IR aRe? S 2
e Alife W 3R 78 o Wt St A= 9 1 S R MY W S A Py A
PR &7 e Si@ DT AT 8, TT A IRGRI BT B 21 MY a1 e
e § ol 2 for 98 wEl-wel 97 81 Fedl 87 TR gigdd URATS 7 S5 el B
AN TI39d TR T-918s TR 81 987 & [l @ smiesil Mg ) 9em?
S fory 2 e wier 27 Rh gafery 6 Tef-Sx 7 gelaery on w2 &, omom 99
s ¥ fbgl & fery ard el 3% o &1 8 2w Sl yorda § gdr) g w8,
Sl BRYE Dholded Ude ®, 39! gl Iers ol w81 an el & fory @, ol
X S B AT W By [ gAR BREE @1 BIF |1 Hsde 8, ol dFll @l HrRIel
TEdl Aepdl 2, [HAEl P BRET TgE wed 87 O gR fErEd mew H WR g,
ST BAN AR T 9 WU E, dfpT 98 6l BRI & 36T a5 B T R arme
IADI BRIST TET IoT Ahd| IAY B g-7d7 &1 I8 3109 Wl § off WY o g,
3T A 98 T2l 99 qad B FAT YT 39 R H AT 87 39 g dY I8 8, AT
H fpoe T99-FEd BRI 87 99 o & [T, Us WM & far o aRisi vy
wd fu o €2 99 o & forg, 9 @ & fiv ergedRi | 9HEr 3 ordn © i
a9 ™ Us T 9, <l o Bl v gg o ot @i w1 2 b 99 9
ﬁﬁ%{survive@%??mmiﬁ“ﬁé@%ﬁﬁaﬁgﬁTWW?Wwaﬁﬁ,
@8l Ty 9 U, BBl T d TE? dhdd 59 d¥8 @ed 9 BF 8] 99dr Bl

# 218w A 6 ey v S fad A €, Mepa Taa @ 21 A e ey
Rk gefifery @ & 5 599 o @i @Y, 9 @i @ BEeT 8 96 gEd 98
Pls T T2 Bl TP by-products & 17 3T FTe W= &1 9131 21 hdel B
I frarl @t amreH! T2 a¢l AT 98d $O Hel, ol anmel W R ancTEe
PR T T, 31 |1 d ol 7 S Off T T ST B AN 59 [ @1 wRA A8 9w
gehd| WTWWWﬁmﬁconfidenceﬁﬁﬂﬁqm, 99 919 DAY
aﬁ%q@fn MY federal system @ WeH Dhed GIT?%%, Wﬁﬁﬂ—dﬂﬁ centralize @¥d
ST ¥8 © 2 ug W 39l @1 9dion 81 2yl SwHr Aifeu, 3M9e! ordinance @M 9§
Wﬁsﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁﬁqwgurveymﬂﬂ%ﬁl@ﬂﬁ%qﬂﬂé%ﬁﬂ@gv_@ﬂﬁEﬁT
IR 3T S )8 A BT 91 2 81 A0 O T8 I IN R TE 8, I fparl
@I BRIGT T2 BN, dicd TS-99 AN I BIAGT RN R MTT STHIFT BT P9 survey
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4.00 p.M.

farem for fapaett ol =nfey, ORI T f5TT @1 bamboo T ¥ BIRIGT BT Tl
27 W Ud WS 7 Slb dul fb T AT subsidy S, AR dg 3-4 G db 39T Wl
g X ol § 3N bamboo T AT £7 AT MY I PV <A? 39 O)8 I AT AN
H1 PRTE A Hiforgl fFarT ged € amud BRI ¥ 950 SIGT 9 Y &, ofR Tad
AU e o, eld I qdl D¥ A 3 M U HG BISHYI A IDb] THTE H
PIOT, MY S7THT WeT IR Fa130] BN T8f WY & fav 4 ardt-ardt @er & fo amg
Wﬁ?ﬁ??ﬂﬁﬂﬂm,Wﬁ?ﬁ'qqﬂamendmentm,%mﬁaaﬁmw
IS Weh| WY DT Ug 20-25 O & 91§ WA g1 ol gl 39d fory = A w9l
8RR ATy fH & Wel @ fou o B €1 ATed €, 91 97 P9 uS9l b AR H A4
iy, © <9 & feami & aw 7 |

Wﬁmmﬂ@?%ﬁwwmﬂ?wglﬁordmancefﬂ?h_\r
7 ¥ ATHT majority F support I IR BT @t o1g AT Hifomw swfaT g\ et
el B W A 3P R PR &I IgA-9gd g=As|

sft T R AW (oiae): SueHia Agicd, A qgh diad @1 g o,
39 fer 9 ameT ) g

YUY TeiEd, §f 99 O 97 WS, o[ ¥ 39 [ & aN | =@ Jw g8 o
a9 ¥ AR 919 b G H Al o adl ) 2R 39 <lsded 9 ofls B gl ol
el g1 anfedTRiEl 1 3 ®1 Jgr & AU ORT TR A AR+ 1T aaae o
& w5 fREN 2, oRi & ofR Z® WAM= A ¥ P BF arar €, § Wwisn §
for a s g@lad @1 Td wHsr w@

IR T, § g U rsad g, o) T3 A € gdig ok wERT
F DY AR HeA S, W, SRS, A T ¢I39d 95 el ©, 31 wed A
SR G BT g% SUHRT B &1 IF@ T "ee W 8, wEitee dfa-Ras |7
it ISP ST BT ® 3R AN & e ST 3N S9e e & fa 9 9
T O KU €, 919 9 Aldbe § ofdl €, O1 SHHT U 954 SIFe] SWIN BRI &
oY SO o # qeiad! Bl ©1 SwwrAfa #eie, § wwew g fa anexuii srRm
w9 off el &f). =on St 7 59 7R F =T comment e, § wwsren € 5 gy @
ST gan 18 W A AN df 8 2

gt ferfa 2, dfeT wears a1 98 © i ene g9 weree fgws & o 4 far
P BRGT BRI ST UHR 9 TUHpT ST 207, 379 99 94 & i St & forg fopan
Hedhl Tsdl A7 AR 39 [guwm & uw g 9 8 9wy go e Sl efw e
@1 el Ul o) Arbe e Srgelll o9 2R 98 e Wd A ot i gy wear B, i
I PEl W o SNHT 99 ABAT ¥, O B8 B § FHAT 2, BAER ald DI S T
2, @al Wl o S Whdl © Al Sigl dul W B! TwId 8, 98l ¢ dhdl Bl
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[&ft = faaR SdamE]

ST 3T B BT P DRAT VBT AT, I AAA Y3 R BT mawIpn oA I
g | ) fbar & ugi 9 979 o O Y1 A1, d1 39 909 @1 STad T SR AR,
I I 21 o BT A 39 HWEET $ B oM 9 B9 9 &9 g8 [fa T8 =,
g1 g1 fhdE @l v srewl 9o @ Fraen, e sgal s 9 geiad) shil sy
S AT Pl IS BT PIAT BT BT AN T Hed HG¥ § A 3 UDIR BT DI
T PP 9T P W R ol viiRrTe 7Ot B ann 7 3= Wi o e, anfes fosft
UHR H Ah-Cieh T Bl AT SId g AW AT W9, 9 @ g9 H, 9w Aef-dwe 8l
AT D5 3R oA B, 981 39 DR U OS gU Gl AN ©, % U Hikdred e,
GHRT Sb1 U Awd) Arhe fenfll 99 9w eredl Aihe fieltl, O ScueT we gt
ST fopaTT 2, ST 3resT o e, foras St 3 A ggiae) Rl SR IREN
Pl T2 I v, "HEAI" U HA off Bl e @ o g Sdl i @l i dgr @l
faom # w9 T T® T AMUH TE A © P gw T SUrafy 9 o7 @7
AR FYURMT & 9 ST, |97 fhdr @l S9al 3¢ Wt v areeT e saw angat
1 amufl 87 CIgded & 9N W oMY RN [HS ©? ¢Igded HI Ol AT §F A S
&, O d Bis avq 81l VAT el 81 o grgded of fRify & 9v # wlg, Sfay, a9
BT Y Io PY GHS UG MY fhde ugdhy a1 $HER oW B 99-99 WUl §
a4 ®, ofeT awgfeafa Sa fim 21 o S off 81 2, off g8f a1 gan &, o 59
4ol DT gHsIAl B, 29 39 SRy 3w Iud walkiy f& araa ¥ 59 orf oi 3 9e
% fau w1 W o Sfua 21 L. 3t =5

A Suawnfa wEie, su@ Nd @1 9gd 91 " ¢ ok § wwen § db
B O BT TAPBT WRA BT 1fevl 78 UF UREIRE $eh gl L..(WH Bt =),
U e b1 g1} ave waeld e & wrer-aer 3 Hel S oy gurg W Sar g e a
SO areeT f{a o 21 ... (9 @ Ed)...

oft Iugymafa: smusr gHa gH 81 AT 8, 219 20 dfsul

sft 3 fER G997, 39 9 & Aem 3 59 @Eam 9 99 g7 99 dRl
P BRI AT 3R o $T anidres Raf gl 59 @9 & o1 81 &9 31 59 Al
ol favry wreer e, g wasn & W § o a1 @ wHw dar §, geangl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Subbarami Reddy ji, you can reply. Take

three minutes.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): 1 will not take much time,
Sir. Whatever everybody has spoken, 1 will not repeat the same thing. I would like
to know from my good friend, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, whether they have consulted
the States on this. The States are very concerned because it will take away their
powers to issue permits to regulate the movement and felling bamboo within their
States. I want to have clarification on this. Then, I hope, if they have not done so,
the Central Government will consult all the concermned States so that their rights are

not actually hampered.
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Another point is, it will pose a challenge for the forest guards at check-posts
because they may find it difficult to distinguish between bamboo originating in the
forest area and i the non-forest area. So, I think, the Government has to devise

some method by which this trouble will not arise.

The last point I would like to sav is cane should also be deleted from the
definition of ‘'tree’ because cane 1s the long, hard, hollow stem of particular plants
such as bamboo, sometimes used to make furniture or support other plants. So, I
suggest this also to Mr. Harsh Vardhan.

In conclusion, T am suggesting to my good friend that with the leave of the

House, I am withdrawing my Resolution.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You will get opportunity for that.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: No, no, as per the rules .. (Interruptions)...
I have got a right to withdraw the Resolution with the leave of the House.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The leave is not granted now. Sit down.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: That is okay. But, with the leave of the House,

(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You please sit down. There is time for that. At that
time, you can do it. In any case, [ have to put it before the House. At that time, 1

have to ask you. You have to say it at the proper time. Now, hon. Minister, please.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I want to make one point. Mr.
T. Subbarami Reddy has moved a Statutory Resolution opposing the Ordinance.
He’s been given a chance. The Minister did not speak about that at all in the reply.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, he spoke twice.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, first he did say that all the Members had contributed
and supported that no Ordinance should be brought in such a manner. It talked about
just consulting the Parliament. The Supreme Court had commented on it many times.

Every time it is done, the House has been objecting to it
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What is your point?

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, whenever an Ordinance is brought or a Bill is
brought about which Members think that it has no ground at all or is not strongly
supported by the Constitution, then the Minister should give the explanation first as
to why it was brought.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will explain that.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAQ: Sir, I am drawing vour attention to the constitutional
provision. The Minister 1s supposed to give in his speech the first note as to why
an Ordinance had been brought n and as to what was the urgency. I want to know
from the Minister how many hectares of land has been brought under bamboo

cultivation in these 23 days.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will give that explanation.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAQ: Sir, he should have come out with some kind of note

first stating the circumstances why an Ordinance was brought instead of a regular Bill.
MRE. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will respond to that.

S1. g gef: WR, g AR A AER A 5 A5 7 o AR e ey €
I have to thank all of them. I thank those who have supported it and even those who
have expressed some apprehensions about it, because this gives me an opportunity
to clear all the misgivings. Some are falsely misplaced and totally, T would say, 1
should not use the word ‘absurd’. But I feel so sorry. Probably either the people
who are opposing it have not been able to appreciate the spirit of the amendment

or they are deliberately doing it just for ulterior political motives. ..(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY (Andhra Pradesh): You are indulging in
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him complete. ...(Inferruptions)... Please sit down.
..(Interruptions)... Let him say that. . .(Interruptions)... Sit down. .. .{(Imnterruptions)...
Let him say that .. (Imferruptions).. Sit down. .. .(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Particularly sorry for Mr. Jairam Ramesh and respected
Mr. Raja. Every party talks about the poor and farmers and tribals. They talk about
it very loudly. And they have been talking about it, I would say loudly for many,
many years. But 1 really feel shocked that they cannot see that the poor tribals of
this country and the poor farmers of this country are going to be benefited after
this Amendment Bill is passed. I said two-three major things. Even at the cost of
repetition, I would repeat those. This amendment has been brought because we want
to improve the income of the farmers and we want to increase the income of the
poor people. 1 gave all the statistics also. Whatever we produce, we need at least
twice of that in this country. I also said that there are so many restrictions that have
been imposed upon people over the years because of which there is no encouragement
in this country for people to grow bamboo in non-forest areas. 1 also made some

small observations about the uses of bamboo, although that was just the tip of the
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iceberg. I will elaborate on that also and then people will be able to appreciate that
if the industry grows who is going to be benefited. Some of the persons have said
fr u% 9e a1 9wEReR & fov g, corporate world & fory 2, industrialists & forw
2 AT 9993 annl & fav Bl ... (ET)... S GRI-G1 U apprehension g )
expressﬁﬂTWﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁEﬁWurgency oft? H9 umwr # gl o b
el 9T AW B, g ¥ b 39 9 @1 o & forg 89 00 wid gawiR @ g,
9 fad @7 o & faw W ARl off B1 IR & Wb #73H I BT SA6IR BT ISl
.(FFIF)... 3T & AFR Tawdl 7 59 f9d & dad 7 T T federalism B
TEI W, B9 el U consult TET BR| #H AN facts 3MMUH AW G AR g

# SRR H Sft §RT IBTY Y points BT TH-TH P IR G011 STeh oraqmdr dt
Py AT Aol & =T & 5 89 i State I 919 T2 e 999 Ugd § AoA
1 I AEAT §, P S AT W B 26 States o B respond AT TR I A
TS ®T ARG TP 24 States and Union Territories = BATY proposal B support faam
2| afe foeft = oppose A} fopa, I 4 =t apprehension express fopa, P ORI
we o ol appehension express fapa, 381 ®8l — Kerala raised the concern that

no noteworthy cultivation of bamboo is done by farmers in their State. 50, they have
objected to this because there is no noteworthy cultivation of bamboo by farmers in
their State. 314} 9 DY states Qﬂgf %, SRR Eﬁﬁ response g1 e 21 9+ e
one 1o one basis Y¢ 8HR DG (Forests) @1 a8l & Chief of Forests & 7T meetings
‘6’? E&l %, State Government & 97T meetings Eﬁ EE | %, Tt active process is on.
Anybody who wishes to see can see the chronoclogical events of when, where and
how many meetings took place. Even after the Ordinance, which was promulgated by
the President, | mysell wrote to all the Chief Ministers on 4th of December. We have
got replies from many of them alsc. Regarding the consultation process, | have to
specify this. Yhen this whole process started, Il Ead A IS BT HeT o7
afie art gARt 98 dgd SR-SIR I @8 el off f North-East # election EF aTa 2,
E'RT[%N TH Q"\HT P I E A ﬁ’"&‘ﬂ %, AT B TN UNT advisories @1 T long list %, il
T8 ¥ issue DI Tlﬁ ¥ — to the State Governments on this issue to make necessary
amends. g9 Hau # < vgedl advisory %\', IYP! date 14 H’Yg, 2013 ©1 219 FHE Hebdl
2 5 14 718, 2013 BT ARG | HF-2AT TErR off, fpaat Iwer ot 3k 98 Iwar 39
I W oAt 20 U B, B 99 IRPR BT FAE b I IARGR] T approach
e fop S-S ey 3% AR forT @R T, O7 SmaeRT SR AR | think STRINTT
I Sft BT 3T TET @I because | don’t doubt his intentions. Maybe, | don't
know who the Environment Minister was at that time. WIfén advisories T issue @Y
®l il R process &, 98 BHR] Ministry ¥ 14.5.2013, 18.5.2017, 19.5.2017, 13.6.2017,
7.7.2017, 12.9.2017, 6.10.2017, 2.10.2017, 23.11.2017 AT 22.12.2017 Eal gal, ST official
record ¥ documents SUdEl Bl s_\‘ﬂ%'ﬂq WRd G A fouwy @) waiRar o g9 B¢
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g fdd @/ b g9 SO & AN fhad! dadis § 8 el gH feat wied) 39w
BT AUl T8l HF=R Gael  9R-9) gard fpar fh 59 @M @ @ wedh o),
AT emergency ofl, a2l gal STegl 219 ordinance issue f=? A iy fh erm
A ordinance issue fama, ordinance P 3fgw 2t forar Tl 2 & =l we are going
to bring it before the Parliament. B o g9 foreft E}L 21 3mg GEE] P o
# ard P! fb I JEEE B S # anre 2 tae ot ae farn g g
g8 el # IHH @1 definiion ® 3R ¢Isaed @I gHEE BT AT BRIGT BRI, U8
H TR FHSIAT ATEdl § The Forest Rights Act, 2006 defines bamboo as a minor
forest produce, whereas, the bamboo is considered as tree as per the Indian Forest
Act 1927 This was found in conflict with the recognition of the forest rights of
the tribals ... (Interruptions)...

dadla & @Ay d wed WAl den wifews! sk erimH sEiRE dEred
& o9 WAl (oft o Maay: g Wil L @mEamy.L Hel ol o § @ 8, g
STyl . (). ..

SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES (Karnataka): You have to explain to us as to what
was the need .. .(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is what he is saying.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: The need was that it was long awaited for
nineteen years, and the people were suffering in India, and you have started it ...
{Interruptions)... We cannot allow the poor and the tribals of this country to suffer
continuously. What do you want? .. (Interruptions)... In ten years, you could not do

it. You allowed people to suffer continuously ..(Interruptions)..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you address the Chair and proceed
...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Hon. Members should listen to me also. T have the
courage to listen to all of you; you should also have the courage to listen to me

...(Interruptions)... 1 am placing the facts on record.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: Don't misuse ...(Interruptions)... Don't

misuse it for cheap political gain ...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: We are not misusing ...(Interruptions)... We have been
given mandate by the people to look after their sufferings.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you look at the Chair. Don't look
at anybody else, and say what you have to say. Don't distract your mind with this

kind of ..(Interruptions)... Do you understand?
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DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Yes, Sir. I wish to clarify, more particularly, to the
former Environment Minister, Shri Jairam Rameshji, about the concerns and the
apprehensions that he has expressed. The Forest Rights Act, 2006 defines bamboo
as a minor forest produce, whereas, bamboo is considered as tree, as per the Indian
Forest Act, 1927 This 1s clear to everyone. This was found in conflict with the
recognition of forest rights of the tribals, and other forest dwellers, under the Forest
Rights Act, 2006, which vests the forest rights and the occupation in forest land in
forest-dwelling scheduled tribes and other traditional forest dwellers who have been

residing in such forests for generations, but, whose rights could not be recorded.

Further, the provision of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas)
Act, 1996, it empowers the gram sabha and bestows the ownership of the minor
forest produce. As per FRA, bamboo comes under minor forest produce. Hence, to
bring harmonization and integration with these two Acts, that is, FRA, 2006, and
PESA, 1996, there was great need and urgency to avoid such misconception about
the different legal positions of bamboo under different Acts. This intervention will
facilitate the implementation of FRA, 2006 also, and PESA, 1996 in the country.
The tribal and the other traditional forest-dwellers will be highly benefited by getting
the forest rights under the FRA.

Then, I wish to tell to this august House the fact that the removal of bamboo
from this list was in great demand for a long time from many Central Ministries,
many stakeholders, such as the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Department of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare, DoNER and other Ministries, including the representations
received from Shri Raju Sethi, the then M.P, in 2012, and other individuals. To

name a few, 1 don't know whether .. .{(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you have to be brief.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, this is what I could see from the records.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, please be brief.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, this is not an overnight affair which they are
trying to create. This i1s the Narendra Modi Government which believes in a hundred
per cent transparency, utmost sincerity, utmost dedication and utmost honesty.
...(Interruptions)... We work on these basic principles. ...(Interruptions)... 1 would like
to mention names of a few mdividuals—Kamalesh Salam of South Asia Bamboo
Foundation, Kamaleshvar Ojha, Sunil Joshi, etc. The need for Amendment was also
reflected in the workshop on ‘Bamboo as a Change Agent’ and in the Global Bamboo
Summit which was held in 2016. That is why the Ministry had been pursuing with
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the State Governments for relaxing the regulatory regime on bamboo since the time

of earlier Governments. That 1s why I mentioned about all these things.

I would like to give replies to Mr. Jairam Ramesh .. (Inferruptions)... In particular,
this Amendment 1s for bringing uniformity in both the laws, as 1 said earlier. All
the village communities using bamboo as livelihood are not covered under FRA
and specially the ...(Inferruptions)... Therefore, relaxation for bamboo in FRA is not
going to give benefit to all villagers and the farmers. Then, it will also improve the
income of the rural people; plantation of bamboo outside the forest will positively
affect the green cover. He also said that the Amendment would affect the income of
the tribals and therefore it was against the tribals. The benefit of FRA is that SMP
and other traditional forest dwellers can collect bamboo from forest area; they will
continue collecting bamboo from forest area. Therefore, there will be no mimpact of

this Amendment on tribals living in forests. It should be clear to everyone.

He has also mentioned about the CAMPA rules and all that. Just for his

information I would like to say that we are in the process of finalization.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He knows it.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Once finalized, we are going to put them in the
public domain for consultation with all the stakeholders including the public, NGOs

and the Govermnment Ministries, etc.

Sir, Mr. Reddy just now mentioned about cane. The idea of excluding the bamboo
from the defimtion of ‘tree’ is to promote cultivation of bamboo outside the forest
areas. You know that. This is done because bamboo can be grown and is being
grown outside the forest in the non-forest lands. Unlike bamboo, cane is purely a
forest species which 1s classified depending on the shade of the tree. Therefore, it
can’t be and is not being grown outside forest That is why cane is not excluded

from the definition. This 1s a small explanation for you, Sir.

Those who said that in fact b 9S-9 ®RURE T @l $HY BEAGT BN dldl
2, a1 I was just trying to get back to the list of things produced which actually use
bamboo. AT TREST #, everybody would like to strengthen the rural economy and
we are all with the rural people. Rural people live in six lakh villages. We all seek
votes from them. wrHlvr uRder & wHifomen, ﬂﬂ?ﬂ%ﬁﬁ ud i et § 9 @) 9411
gl & AR — i 9 ford 21 a1 e & fau wn-n = € — A,
sfer, SR, 921, SRI, gadl, 99, digwn, sidl, ggel, Pard, W, @6l of s
FAN ...(F9EH)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mantriji, no need of saying all these. Everybody
knows it. af3w, @9 .. (@EH)...
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sft Tl el (ABRIG): X, AT point of order &

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, | want to clanfy. ...(Inferruptions)... They are saying
that we are doing it for a purpose. They have to appreciate and the country needs
to know what they are saying here and what they are saying there. . (Interruptions)...
Sir, in Chhat Puja, especially for our friends from Bihar, B qo1 # Fgil, KT, 3T,
g9 & Raa, waaHt 3§ sier e & fou 99 sk amfoe-arefas st & fag
fore @16} 3R ... (Interruptions)...

oft Tofla g@: WY, W11 point of order 2 ...(FFEM)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He should yield. That is the point.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, for constructional and structural applications,
including traditional houses, bamboo plastic, pre-fabricated houses, poles, paper mats,
bamboo based fibres, fabrics, fibre for yarn, fuel developing areas, bamboo charcoal,
bamboo for paper and pulp, fencing, scaffolding, handicrafts, utensils, baskets, mats,
toys, wall hangers, pencils, decorative items, rolls, containers, agricultural implements,
musical instruments, umbrella handles, fishing rods, screen wall plates, Sedl, graft,
Gdl, sdll, trays, pencil holders, lamp shades, table mats, decorative fans, pole-screens,

tools, vegetable baskets, shopping bags and traditional medicines...
sft Tofla g: @rd), 9w, <1, Pardl, Gydl, BaeT | (@aEH)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Our two hours are already over.

1. 8Y @EF: WR, 3 A o I Rl S © O 39 oW & URAINGR] & Rk
& 1%1'@' 27 Eﬁﬁ Teh Hew B ECEST) G LGN o @ bamboo flooring, hamboo board,
bamboo incense AT m?ﬁ, o = g @ import XAl 45 Y8l %, TH 54 o9
P 3T I SO ¥ Y import Y T %, export =l BT b ?%, FT 3T export Eal
improve Ph import &H Y Dl GLDIR Pl right g1 %, 1 A8 IED! @Q—é‘[ gl
27 Sir, bamboo shoot, vegetables, pickles, power drinks, bamboo leaves as fodder,

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Try to be brief, Mr. Minister Come to the point.

We have to take up one more Bill. That 1s my concem.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I have answered each and every issue or concern
that has been raised. If vou allow me, I will answer each and every Member.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You need to reply to the point only. You need not
give the detailed list. ...(Inferruptions)...
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SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Kindly allow him.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You need to reply to the point only. You need not
give a detailed list. Evervbody knows it.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Three or four concerns were raised. Firstly, what is this
Ordinance? 1 think, T have told you in great detail, how long and how desperately
this country was waiting for! And this whole process of sending an advisory was
started by them only.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have already said this.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: We have consulted all the State Governments. I think,
the majority of the State Governments have already acknowledged. I have replied

that this is for the benefit of the poor farmers. 1 wish to repeat once again.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have explained every point. No need of further

explanation.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I wish to repeat once again that the Government
of Narendra Modi not only believes in 100 per cent transparency, we believe in 500
per cent transparency. As we are committed about the welfare of the people of India,
we are committed for the welfare, more particularly, of the poor people of India, for
the labourers of India, for the farmers of India. We are committed to alleviate each
and every suffering of the people of India and for that, we are not going to bother
about any opposition whatsoever for any reason. If we are committed that we are
doing it for the larger interest of the people of India, we will do it and we have
done it. Sir, with this request I wish to request once again my colleagues, please
remove the political chasma and look at it objectively. This House must unammously
pass this Bill so that we can send the right message to the people of India, that the
country is united, that the Parliament is united in looking after their welfare. Sir,
I urge that this Bill should be passed. ..(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, with regard to the point raised by
Mr. Keshava Rao, ...(Interruptions)... Sit down. ..(Interruptions)...

SHRI JATRAM RAMESH: Sir, I have one point to make.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You obev me first . .(Interruptions).. Sit down.
..(Interruptions)... Sit down. . .(Interruptions)... I am asking vou to sit down.
...(Interruptions)... What 1s this? Why don't you obey the Chair? . (Interruptions)...

SHRI JATRAM RAMESH: Sir, only one minute.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sit down. I am not worried whether it 1s one minute
or two minutes. ...(Interruptions)... 1 only asked you to take your seat. ...(Interruptions)...
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If you want to control the Chair, it is very difficult. ...(Interruptions)... I will decide
whether to allow or not. ...(Inferruptions)... Don't do hke this. . .(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Sir, I am on a point of order. ..(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will allow vou. Sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Why
don't you allow me to speak? .. (Interruptions).. What 1s this? . (Interruptions)...
You always interrupt. ...(Inferruptions).. See, an important point was raised by
Dr. Keshava Rao. His point was, when an Ordinance is promulgated and a Bill is
brought to replace that Ordinance, a statement has to be circulated or laid on the
Table of the House. It is a very valid point raised by Dr. Keshava Rao. 1 verified
it from the office. I have got a copy of the statement. Actually, the statement was

circulated to the Members. I am bringing this to your notice. So, there 1s no violation.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, it might have been sent to vour office. But, it 1s
not circulated here. ...(Interruptions)... No one got it. ...(Interruptions)... But, anyhow,
since 1t was sent to your office, we are agreeing to it. ...(/nterruptions)... It has come

to you, we agree with it. .. (Inferruptions)...
sft 999 PAR I W), BT W, A $H U HAGY) . (TIEH). ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If you say that vou have not got it, I will get it
examined again. ...(/nterruptions)... However, as per the requirement, the statement 1s
circulated. ...(Interruptions)... I am replying because this is an important point raised
by him. ...(Interruptions).. It should not be left unanswered. .. (Inferruptions)... What
1s your point of order, Mr. Rajeev Shukla? .. {Imnterruptions)...

SHRI JATRAM RAMESH: Sir, I just want to make a point. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: First, let me listen to his point of order.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, larger questions have been raised. ...(Inferruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Point of order has preference. .. (Interruptions)...
I am telling you. T will allow you. T am not saying that T will not allow you. The

point of order has preference. .. .(Interruptions)...

oft Tofla To: Soewfy weiey, JRREE WRd 1 39 e & g gr de @

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You raise only point of order.

sft Irofla = Y, # point of order &1 ®% ¥&T gl Hon. Chairman has given two
hours for this Bill and one-and-a-half hours for the next Bill. It is already 4.30 p.m.

How can we finish it? So, the second Bill can be taken up tomorrow. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. That is not a point of order. ...(Inferruptions)...

There is no point of order. ..(Interruptions)..

sft Iofla S[ae: IR, AR WPR B ofR W T STAfER €, dfeT 1. gl g
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is no point of order. ..(Interruptions)...
Mr. Jairam Ramesh.

SHRI JATRAM RAMESH: Sir, a large number of questions were raised, both on
the manner of bringing this Bill and on the substance of the Bill. In thirty minutes
time, the hon. Minister did not dispel any of these doubts or answer any of these
questions. The intervention by his predecessor, Mr. Javadekar, did not answer any
of the doubts or address the questions. In view of the fact that replies, both by the
Minister and his predecessor, are the most unsatisfactory and unacceptable, we are

walking out of the House.
(At this stage, some hon. Members lefi the Chamber)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, what is your question?

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, on the point raised by Mr Keshava
Rao, if the requirements of rule have not been followed, how can the Ordinance

be replaced?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have already given my ruling.
SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Kindly consider this vital point.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have given my ruling.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: If the Statement of Objects and Reasons
of the Ordinance has not been circulated among the Members, which is mandatory

under the rules, how the Ordinance can be replaced?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It has been circulated.
SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, I want your ruling on ths.

MR DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have already given my ruling on this. It has

been circulated. I saw the copy also.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, I shall put the Statutory Resolution, moved
by Dr. T. Subbarami Reddy, to vote. .. (Inferruptions)... Dr. Subbarami Reddy is not

here. The question is:—

“That this House disapproves the Indian Forest (Amendment) Ordimnance,
2017 (Ordinance No. 6 of 2017) promulgated by the President of India on
23rd November, 2017.”

The motion was negatived.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the question is:
That the Bill further to amend the Indian Forest Act, 1927, as passed by

Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.
The motion was adopted.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up Clause-by-Clause consideration
of the Bill. In Clause 2, there is one Amendment by Dr. T. Subbarami Reddy. The

hon. Member 1s not here to move. So, the amendment not moved.
Clause 2 was added to the Bill.
Clause 3 was added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill
DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I beg to move:
That the Bill be passed.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA — Contd
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, messages from Lok Sabha.
(I) The Financial Resolution and Deposit Insurance Bill, 2017

(IT) The National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions)
Second (Amendment) Bill, 2017



