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MR. CHAIRMAN: When we discuss the Bill, we will discuss this aspect also.

Now, you have to move the Resolution, if you are moving.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: I moved and I will also tell you...

GOVERNMENT BILLS
The Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2017

MR. CHAIRMAN: When you get an opportunity, you speak. Dr. Harshvardhan
to move the motion for consideration of the Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill, 2017,
as passed by Lok Sabha.

THE MINISTER OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY; THE MINISTER OF
EARTH SCIENCES; AND THE MINISTER OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND
CLIMATE CHANGE (DR. HARSH VARDHAN): Sir, I move:

“That the Bill further to amend the Indian Forest Act, 1927, as passed by

Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.”

Sir, I am sure that when Dr. Reddy will get into the details of everything and
the history of why we are doing it and why I say that it is a long awaited Bill,
he will be convinced that the Resolution that he has brought was not needed. Sir,
I would say on record that this is one of the most important landmark initiatives
of this Government and sometimes I feel so sorry that this Bill or this amendment
had to wait for almost 90 years. The Indian Forest Act was made in 1927. It should
have been done much earlier. This is only because of the visionary leadership of
our hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, that we are doing it in 2017. This is
one of the most important, major, historical reforms which was much needed. Sir, I
would say on record that this is one of the most important landmark initiatives of
this Government. Sometimes, I feel so sorry that this amendment had to wait for
almost 90 years! The Indian Forest Act was enacted in 1927. It should have been
done much earlier. It is only because of the visionary leadership of our hon. Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modiji, we are doing it in 2017. This is one of the most
important and major historical reform which is much needed. I would say that this
will be a far-reaching reform in the area of forest and for all those who are relating,

directly or indirectly, to the activities inside and outside forest.

To put it in the right perspective and give a brief idea of what it is, this
amendment is going to help us in exempting bamboo grown in non-forest areas from
the definition of 'tree.' Earlier, 'bamboo' was included under the definition 'tree', as

per the Indian Forest Act, 1927. This amendment, in fact, helps us in dispensing
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with the requirement of felling or transit permit for its economic use. This is the

crux of the proposed amendment. You would know that bamboo, taxonomically, is
grass. But, as per the legal definition given under the 1927 Act, it is defined under
the category of 'tree.' As per Section 2(vii) of the Indian Forest Act, it comes under
the definition of 'tree.! Also, under the Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest
Dwellers Act, 2006, it is called as 'minor forest produce.! We have to appreciate that
classification has, either legally, socially or taxonomically, to be uniform. This is the

prime reason why we thought of bringing this small amendment.

If you go into history, bamboo has been recognized as an important source of
natural wealth as early as 4th Century BC by Kautilya and it is also documented
in the Arthshastra. It was popularly called as 'Green Gold' or 'Poor man's
timber." Recently, now, it has been elevated to the stature of the 'timber of the 21st

century.'

Sir, the major objective of this amendment is to promote cultivation of bamboo
in non-forest areas with twin objectives of improving the income of farmers. All
of you will appreciate that this Government has a very ambitious plan of doubling
the income of farmers by 2022. Then, of course, we all know, under the National
Forest Policy, 1988, we aimed to increase the forest cover/green cover/tree cover
up to 33-34 per cent. So, this is another objective of the Bill to increase the green
cover of the country. There is a lot of activity going on inside the forest. But, we
also have to work outside forest to supplement the efforts to be taken up inside
the forest. I may assure this House, even after this amendment is put into action,
bamboo grown inside forest shall still be covered under the Indian Forest Act. I am
clarifying this, because when we had discussion in the Lok Sabha, a lot of Members
had this misapprehension. So, I thought, I must make it clear. Bamboo grown inside

forest still remains covered under the provisions of the Indian Forest Act, 1927.

Let me enumerate some of the advantages why we are doing it and what is
going to happen. Firstly, all legal and regulatory hardships being faced by farmers
and private individuals in connection with bamboo cultivation will be removed.
Secondly, it will also create a viable option for cultivation in 12.6 million hectares
of cultivable wasteland. I emphasize on ‘waste land’. Then, it will also go a long
way in improving, as | said earlier, the agricultural income of farmers and tribals,
more specifically in the North-East part of India and in the Central India. It will
also encourage farmers and other individuals to take up plantation/ block plantation
of suitable bamboo species on degraded land, in addition to plantation on agricultural

land and also on private lands under the Agro Forestry Mission.
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Then, I may also enumerate a few other benefits that it is going to enhance the
supply of raw material to the traditional craftsmen of rural India. It will also help
us in strengthening the bamboo-based paper and pulp industries, cottage industries,
furniture-making units, incense-stick-making units, besides promoting bamboo
applications, like, wood substitutes and composites, panels, flooring, furniture and
bamboo-blinds. It will also help industries, such as those dealing in food products,
like, bamboo shoot pickles; construction and housing, etc., etc. The list is quite big.

Maybe, when I reply again ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you can clear the doubts, if any, in your reply.

...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: It will greatly aid in the success of recently-constituted
National Bamboo Mission, which is, I think, long-awaited, and we want to take it

up in a very dynamic manner.

Sir, just to put two more facts for the knowledge of the hon. Members, I would
like to tell that one tonne of bamboo has a potential to produce 250 man days of
employment. And, 20 million people are already involved in bamboo-related activities.
The estimated stock of bamboo, which grows in the forest area, is about 10.20 million
tonnes. And, this enabling environment, which we are going to strengthen with the
help of this amendment, shall help in creation of a lot more of job opportunities
to our people, more particularly for the poor people, the farmers, the tribals, etc.,
etc. It will also unleash a lot of potential of bamboo in terms of our rural and the
national economy. Apart from this, I have to mention a couple of ecological benefits,
like, it strengthens the soil moisture conservation issues, landslide prevention issues,
and also the rehabilitation issues related to it. It also helps in conserving the wildlife
habitat. It enhances the source of biomass. As you know, these days, through the

biomass ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Harsh Vardhanji, you can cover other points while replying.

...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, there is a lot more to cover at the time of
replying. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: The time given for this Bill is two hours. ...(Inferruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, if you allow me to put some facts before the
hon. Members, I assure you they will be more convinced and they may perhaps

pass it unanimously. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That’s right. Please make it brief. ...(Interruptions)...
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DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, it also enhances the source of biomass, serving as
a substitute for...(Interruptions)... 1 also want to emphasize one very important thing
that the current demand of bamboo is estimated to be 28 million tonnes. But, as
per the latest report of the Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education, we
have only half of it available in our country right now. India has only 19 per cent
world’s bamboo-cultivated area. Its market share in the sector is only 6 per cent.
At present, India imports timber and allied products, such as, pulp, paper, furniture,
bamboo sticks, aggarbattis, etc.

Sir, we are importing even these small things from countries like Vietnam. In
2015, India imported about 18.01 million cubic meters of timber and allied products,
which was worth about ¥ 43,000 crores. This is the figure which I want to underline.
This amendment helps us in addressing some of these issues, besides meeting the
demands of our domestic production. Then, as per the United Nations Industrial

Development Organisation's report,....
MR. CHAIRMAN: Harsh Vardhanji.
DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I am just concluding.

MR. CHAIRMAN: One minute. Just hear me. The total time given is two hours
and all parties have to speak.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, give me another two minutes.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are interested to get the Bill passed. Aren't you? So,
please keep that in mind.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, give me another two minutes.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, as per the United Nations Industrial Development
Organisation's Report, — there is one report which states about that — bamboo
business in the North-Eastern Region itself has a potential of I 5,000 crores in the
next 10 years. This is what the UN Report says. It shall help in harnessing this
great potential and also enhance the scope of increasing the present level of market
share. It will also improve the economy of the entire country, especially in the
North-Eastern Region. Then, Sir, one more thing I wish to bring to the knowledge
of the hon. Members is the data about the imports and the exports. I would like
all of you to just compare this. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA (Maharashtra): Sir, we are ...(Inferruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, in 2016-17, our import was almost I 213 crores
and the export was just about ¥ 32 lakhs.
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DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, why was there an urgency

of Ordinance? ..(Interruptions)..

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: That is the difference, Sir. In 2016-17, our import
was 27,524.6 thousand Kgs and the export was just about 27.30 thousand Kgs. So,
Sir, in the light of all these basic facts and the very fact that this is going to, in
fact, eliminate the hardships of the people who are, actually, involved in bamboo
agriculture in some form or the other, whether in the forest or outside the forest,
we need to remove all these hardships. There is a lot of bureaucracy involved.
Since it is in the Concurrent List, some of the States have different laws. Within
the neighbouring States also, there are different laws. People have to take permission
from so many places. There is Inspector Raj and likewise, there are so many things
which, actually, come into play. That is why there is not significant and good quality
encouragement for people to grow bamboo outside the forest. With all these facts, if
we objectively analyse this, I think what we need to do is this. I have always felt
that this should have been done 90 years back. This country, unfortunately, had to
wait for 90 years. I would request all the Members to have a very objective look
at the whole issue. There is no politics about it. When I reply, I will tell you why

this Ordinance ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: One question that was raised was why 'urgency' and 'Ordinance’.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: I would request the hon. Members to kindly look at
all these facts. I will put many more facts before you when I reply, if you are keen

to hear them. I am sure that the Members will be convinced.....

MR. CHAIRMAN: Dr. Harsh Vardhan, you have not heard me. Why was there
an urgency to bring an Ordinance? That was the question raised. Do you want to

reply now, or, at the end of the debate?

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, if you want, I can give it now. But you will

have to give me enough time for that. ...(Inferruptions)..
The question was proposed.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. Hon. Members, the total time allotted is two hours. Now,
I am calling Mr. Jairam Ramesh. Mr. Ramesh, your party has got 29 minutes and there

are five speakers. Please keep that in mind and then proceed. Shri Jairam Ramesh.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Karnataka): Thank you, Mr. Chairman, Sir. Sir, this
is my maiden speech after you became the Chairman. So, I hope you will give me
a little more time. ...(Interruptions)... Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill. I rise to oppose

this Bill for four reasons.
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Normally, I should rise to support the Bill. But there are four important reasons
why this Bill should not be supported and I want to appeal to all Members of the
House to please look at the real meaning of this Bill and not what the Minister
has portrayed it to be.

Number one, the question that you have raised has not been answered. What is
the urgency for taking out ‘bamboo’ as a tree and defining it as a grass? Heavens
are not going to fall if you introduce the Bill and take some time. Why was an
Ordinance issued for this Amendment? It is impossible to think that there was some
exigency, there was some emergency unless there was pressure that was coming from
some private industry to allow non-forest areas for bamboo cultivation. So, the first
reason why this Bill should be opposed is because there is no rational reason why

an Ordinance was issued.

Number two, the Minister has just said that this Bill applies to non-forest areas.
Sir, I want the hon. Members to know that India produces 170 million tonnes of
bamboo from forest areas and 10 million tonnes of bamboo from non-forest areas.
These are not my numbers; these are not my figures. These are figures of the Forest
Survey of India which comes under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change. Ninety-four per cent of bamboo produced in India is from forest areas; six
per cent of bamboo is in non-forest areas. You are bringing a Bill basically to deal
with the interests of the six per cent and you are forgetting the interests of the
ninety-four per cent and this is the second reason why I want to oppose this Bill.
This is not pro-tribal; this is not pro-poor; this is not pro-North East. Sixty-five per
cent of bamboo in India is grown in the North-East. This is completely antithetical
to the interests of the North-East, to the tribals and to the poor community. This
will benefit only private industry, private paper mills, private wood factories, private
companies which want to use wood as a substitute for plastic material. This is not
going to benefit ninety-four per cent of that area from which we get bamboo today.
So, this is the second reason. This ‘non-forest areas’ is a very small proportion. It
is a bogey. And if the Minister is saying that he wants to increase the proportion
of non-forest areas, it will be at the cost of the forest areas. It will be at the cost

of ninety-four per cent and it will hurt the interests of the tribals in the North-East.

Sir, now I come to the third reason why I oppose this Bill. I was also the
Minister for Environment. This issue came up in 2009 that the Forest Rights Act
defines bamboo as a minor forest produce whereas the Indian Forest Act of 1927
defines bamboo as a tree and the Minister took great pride that after this Government
has come, a revolutionary Bill has been brought forward. Nothing of that sort, Sir,

because, as I said, first of all, ninety-four per cent of bamboo is already classified
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as minor forest produce, and I would like the hon. Minister to know that if there
is dispute on a fact where two laws are in conflict, it is an established practice —
and there are distinguished lawyers here — that the law that is passed most recently
by Parliament will be the law that will apply. The Forest Rights Act was passed
in 2006. The Indian Forest Act was passed in 1927. So, obviously, it is the Forest
Rights Act that is going to take precedence and priority over the Indian Forest Act.
That is why I did not bring the Amendment to the Indian Forest Act and I allowed
the Forest Rights Act to play and define bamboo as a minor forest produce. Sir,
in April, 2011, the then Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Mr. Prithviraj Chavan, and
I had gone to Gadchiroli District and this is very close to where my friend, Shri
Praful Patel, comes from. There is a village called Mendha Lekha in Gadchiroli
district; Mendha Lekha became the first village in India where the transit pass book
for bamboo was transferred from the Forest Department to the Gram Sabha. The
net result of this was that the income of the Gram Sabha of Mendha Lekha went
up from fifteen lakhs of rupees to almost a crore. The Maharashtra Government
doesn’t like this! The Ministry of Environment doesn’t like this, because they want
to preserve the monopoly of the Forest Department and they don’t want the Gram
Sabhas to be empowered. So, when we were in Mendha Lekha, the local Sarpanch,
Devaji Tofa, who was a Gond tribal, gave a speech where he said, “f&cell, H‘%l—:iL H
TARI WRDR, Hel ol § 8H & WXHRI” That was the spirit of the Forest Rights
Act. After Menda Lekha, Jamguda in Kalahandi district became the second village

in India where the transit pass book control for bamboo use, bamboo transport and
bamboo cultivation was taken from the Forest Department and given to the Gram
Sabha. Now, this is being reversed. On the one side, you are bringing an amendment
to benefit private industry and, on the other side, you are not allowing in the forest
areas the bamboo control to go to the Gram Sabha. You are taking away the control
of the Gram Sabha and giving it to the Forest Department. This is hypocrisy, and
this is the third reason why I don’t want to support this Bill, because what you are
doing is, you are encouraging non-forest areas and in forest areas, where the Gram
Sabha should be in control, according to the Forest Rights Act, you are going back
to the old system and giving control to the Forest Department. Sir, this is double
standards, and this is not acceptable as far as I am concerned. Sir, the fourth and
final reason why I want to oppose this Bill is this: Last year, in this House and the
other House, we passed the Compensatory Afforestation Management Authority Bill,
the CAMPA Bill. Dr. Harsh Vardhan’s predecessor was a very distinguished Member
of this House. Unfortunately, he is not with us anymore. May his soul rest in peace.
He was a good friend of mine. He made a solemn commitment in the House — and
you were also present — that before the rules get promulgated, we would have wide
consultations and we would ensure that in the process of formulating the rules we

will not take away the rights of the Gram Sabha.
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Sir, on July 28th, 2016, Shri Anil Madhav Dave made the following statement:
“I have received some suggestions made by the Congress Party and others. If the
expenditure is to be undertaken on the land covered by the Gram Sabha in areas
which are covered under the Scheduled Tribes and other Traditional Forest Dwellers
Act, 2006, the Rules would provide for necessary consultation with the Gram Sabha.
The procedure for effective consultation in formulation of the projects and the
expenditure to be undertaken would also be specified in the rules. A record of such
consultations shall be maintained. 9 W Jemal W I TR 4 fa=aR 1 &4
¢ forv el & R & ugel Mavdd 96d Y BN This is what Shri Anil
Madhav Dave had said on 28th of July, 2016.

Sir, there has been no baithak! 1 have written repeatedly to the Leader of
the House and to the Minister, but I have got no response. Finally, draft rules
were promulgated and put on the website. I gave my comments, but there was no
response. | was assured, when this Bill was passed, that Members would be called,;
we were not called. The net result of this is that CAMPA activities have already
been initiated in State after State, willfully neglecting the opinion of the Gram Sabha,
the consultation with the Gram Sabha.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I know that you want me to finish; I would finish in two

minutes.

So, in this case also what has happened is that you are trampling on the rights
of the Gram Sabha, which are enshrined in the Forest Rights Act, and now you are
coming down and saying that you are bringing a revolutionary amendment which
would suddenly make all farmers take to agro forestry and become very rich! I
think this is misleading all of us. Therefore, Sir, I, with great reluctance, have to
say that this Bill cannot be supported. There is no urgency for the Ordinance. The
bulk of the bamboo, 94 per cent of the bamboo, is in forest areas, not in non-
forest areas. You are actually ignoring the forest areas; you are taking away what
was given to the Gram Sabha. The revolutionary decision was not this amendment.
The revolutionary decision was in 2011 in Menda Lekha; the revolutionary decision
was in 2013 in Jabaguda in Kalahandi district, and you are taking that away and
restoring the rights to the Forest Department. Finally, in so far as CAMPA is
concerned, which is a very important source of financing the Forest Departments,
you are willfully neglecting all the assurances that you have given to this House.
So, Sir, because of these four reasons, I rise not to support this Bill and to appeal
to the House not to give support to this Bill which is very misleading and which,
in the long run, will work to the disadvantage of the tribals, particularly those of
the North-Eastern States. Thank you.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Meghraj Jain; the BJP has also got 29 minutes. You
have one more speaker also. Keep that in mind.

3t FERTS SF (Fe TQeN): QU J8I6d, MUY g diei &l w9y f&an, 9
¥ g g=gare|

WRA a9 (AeNe) fa8de®, 2017 & gRI a9 & 919 9 I B & 9 fedR
@ TH Bl [Har T B 39 fA9ud H badt [HAMI Bl URRF Bl g BRI AR
A U= W | 99 o A, SHBT YraE= fHAT AT B

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair)

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, welcome back.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I had not gone anywhere. That is why you got

more time today. If I were there, I would have curtailed your time.

sft FeRTST OF: HEIgy, ol AT I8 B f% a9 &5 9 99 B aH H B!
PSS B & 3R 3R SN fhar oroe W H & dr & a1 99 a9 fAUnT & S
Yarfed B 81 SS9 g9 Bl 3R I SR of S H dhellh 8Idl § Sidfdh ST A
BT g frerar 81 81 39 PR 39 I ISR IH Il ardl o1 9ifed iR yarfed
gl wEIgy, fHam &l e &% &M & foy 91 @) Mavyddl Bkl Bl 98 o1 Wd
# 979 P INTS oI Bl

I 9 Bl IMITIRAT Bl 8, oifbT fhar ol S iy AigarsT iR e 21
g3feTy 3N 3Maedhdl 39 91 I B 6 59 & fhy o @ ¥ & 7199 9 8=
Jryem < MYl 7RGy, IS a9 F I oI MaIHAT BIhl 7, Al § TR &b b
HPT q7 AR HET B TN O &, Pee] drel WUl I H I Bl STaTIDhell
Bl 8, 79 99 & foy 919 @Y Mavgdar gkl §, Hell § W 9 B aeddhdr
IR BI AELIRAT BN B T H P FIA dlel AR DI AOgE et g iR U
3FE HM 99 | B B IS MU A9 99 & U 99 BT STIRT HRal 7 3R
I A & SH e W R

HEIeY, gfd ST g B AT Jipar 81 8T & iR S BT W sl o &
g, 39 HRU AoIGR1 Bl e a1 &M 8 8 AT B SFRE<H 991 & oy 9 B
YT T &1 U I SR I YHIfad 81 R8T gl ai Bl GHe Pobl & (oY Ple!
TAF H AT T BT SUAN BT 8, Wfb g8 SEn Al i 7 e & 9HI 8l @
§l 39 IR UB W g b 9 b HIgH ANl D Fad e g, A @l
ST g H, TafaR0 # GuR AR SHF & Herd HI e 7 919 98 STIRT gl

A H I BT b BRI 99 PRI fFAM i BT SUIN A drell W
PRIAE! B & AR ITPh HUN I YR & WY Uoildg dd el 39 4 fham
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[ FeRTST 9]

R g1 BRTS g9 § 919 BT SYANT BT © 3R §9 HROT 3N STl o I TH1
BT T 81 STl BT 9 THIS 8 TT 7, 319 YT Bl 9N 3 gl USI B hels b
BITST R ST &7 gl 3R fha™ 9 o o e, @ U<l & dhers 9o 99 9
I SR fedhIe Wiggs Il 81 g I Bl WS d1d] ©eds d W&l Tdhrs
It B S AN Y a7 TR e S fh e wer R B P g S e
& oI R T B, A1 9% Sie oM & fog U-Y B #R ued €1 R fhaE
T M 3R SHBT ST WS, a1 98 fhad & Ia7 <, Ry sqat
ST il fFAM B Ma ST HY BR? 99 31 & M ded o, dl 99
T fRly wva € % oMt & <M 9¢ ¥ €l WS 9¢ V@ ¥, §W 9¢ <@ ¥, @
3P b $ AU el &1 o fha™ &t sest 1 93, dfcsd Saa! mae- fhedt
3R b I g6 Tl &l IHD! S 91 &b HIEIH W, g9 b AedH 4 Al 9818
ST Fa 81 9 o & fag fEa @1 orgaf ot gt ® ek ergAfa fierm #
I HioATS IR e Bxch 7, swfery fram iy T8 omar 21 g SRie U E@
S & 918 fHEE 9 G, A1 $96 HRU 9gd AR BT 8l SIe|

BRI, TRE] GIR SRT YT G-I BISH] SRISHIR ¥ I8 &, R a9 A& 8
P RO T2 Fedr Bl A AN SIHS dA7 3Fd UBR B Aol a1 F a9 A1 31T
I ISl IR H U T8l 8, 319 §7d! SHIE WIRked 7 o off 81 I8 WIiRed g
IRART B WH BR IET Bl 3R WIiRed B Aol WH &Y, 99 919 3 g1 dof
3 TG, o $HH RIT MART 22 fHAM B Had 99 & STAMT 91 I b folg TE
HeNg o1 7T &, AT H =TEdl g b A9 HeAD) 59 Y Bl U By, ik
P & TR B 8 3R IFD! 3! QR 81, <2 H AN DI ISR el 3fiR
SATET & SITST @R BT BTH HR- BT IR el g S e+t Y 981 had TR
2 981 gfcd IS S BIC-BIC BT HIA Tl AT IR B, 76! WY AR Ao
T ¥ed ¥ e g 6 a8 59 doee fQdgs &1 uiRa &, g=gars|

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Meghraj Jain. Now, Shri Vishambhar

Prasad Nishad - your party time is nine minutes.

it faemr yie e (TR URED: AR SY9Yaia 7RISy, HEER #E S
AR 99 (@2e) fada®, 2017 U €, 398 S8 IR a4 Afae 1927 @t
gRI-G1 & @e-7 § "IN" g B YAN fHar B

Helqd, AT Sff 9 Ul I 98 R | <l g J1 A1 Gl 7 9 )
2l ¥ sud ddy H Ig deql dredl g b 9w H a9 &7 33 Ui 81 =A1feyl 3
T &3 TG Bl ALIBAT &l S8 bacl I Bl Y& o b oY bl 8| FI,
ST 6 3 e ® fF Faa siaxisig ke & forg A% o 318 off afag o
foraM oroe wd #, foft o9 § 9 e 8, @ S9d! died H Bls fadpd AT
T 8T 81 §9H a9 TI9RT &1 $Is ol 81 8, dAfbd 519 gt el 4, JuR fHall
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H, 99 A H 979 g1 deIe § hed URTEd BT 7, d a9 R g9 3t
JaegHhdl Bidl g1 39 fag9gd & U udid grar ® f& SeErfo &1 ggrar <7 & oy,
s @M & forg 3 STecl-Sied! # Sfffe™T amql 5ie urferamic e arelt off, af sifferw
A B R STeRd oft? Ugd e 9 81 ST iR U 8 & 918 3 $9d! ol
AP IT A9 ¢ [ HE 7 Bel W gad o A7 feAl &1 weR o1 6 any <iifssd
ST, Tl a1 R YR fiel 49 81 @1 §, AR WiRcd dREM < 8l I &l

HEIGY, ST fh A SRR WY St 9 ®8T © & TRl 97 61 ggar <A
Eliay

I 9G] & ATBR B 1 I Bl S9d JTBR HH B & folv I -
Th P G o B B

HBIGY, BH AN Jaoikds ¥ 37 &l §eaids H BN Tae & HRU AR STATHCH
S gU Bl 981 9 I P 99 U1 @I, 7 PRI SARG 99 U1 & § AR 7 & gd
99 U7 32 Bl I I fob SN usTS! &7 8, Je TIR dHH HEHIY e 99 8, J8T
3R QIRUIC BT -9 W g1 &, dl IFH W BRI [N & Al & =1 9-d
TE 991 Fdhd gl FSHI W TA-HE & BRISl 09I o ¢ & AR I 919 § Py o
T YT g9 § A BT W ART B Bb AT gl ATYD! AT 3FEHS T a1y
o7 {6 I WRSNI H1A Bl W8 &, ASD I V8! 6, ol 99 <8 ©, Sl XoId g 96!
&l 8, Sl BBl g8 ©, N IR BRIl DU RAIG 8l X 8, ITBT M 8l AP ITH
RNE PR DI STexd | H AR H3 S A Qe =Tl § b 39 $ad < gui
H g &aF H S Us WY Y §, S w1 RART 8, 99 9 fhaq Siifad € ok g9
R fHa FRIel U WF gY 82

Heled, Ao Y9l 3idbs| A Sl a1 91 8l & 98 I§ ¢ fb a9 & KR ©e
TeT &, R srRr aut T8 81 W& ¥ o9 auf T8 81 & § @1 g us W@ ¥ SR
URT 97 AP B AT 7 o1 8T 81 o1 P 89 daods d <@d © b a8 R aul
MRS Eell Bt B I [ WAL a1 BT BIed & BROT & il &1 731 Sfl, $HH
foq @8 811 =12y & oMy a9 ®red B O ge © X2 §, W W G| S g1
2, 7 g1 B SIS Bl BIc I8 21 T 99 T W S SR AhfedT &, SHdT BICh,
BRI AURT & ARGIRTT A e HRIST DU BT JHAM B &l DI IF W]
BT BT M1 MY, SH W GaR o1 91fey, s {6 a9 &3 9, offdb 3y
dl 99 &5 geH $I 919 B I8 T SIS R BRN? 399 I BN o uigde feam
TP <P 9 WRIGTT 3R MUh 99 &5 F Al b HIChI of S9N a8 fhas &
T R g faurT B RARE o o 3R BHRT G-I ST, GRT a9 fI9ET aRare gl

STST MfeaTRIAT &7 ®, S TR @ &, 9 S99 Usi 9 a9 Racie 991 8, S99
T e & BR TRl & 9MN d9d 81 BIRT <9 39 ol URig 81 3 &t
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anfeaRal & forw, S BRYe fadors €, S9¢ fov Tde 918Ul SHd! 3Mudhl dis
fear 1€t 81 S o et | Rielt adia wr w® €, e g 31g ol 7em T8
g, HINIC dTel S1d U 37 2 3R & 9Tl AR-Yleax 39 8- fRT g €1 31y &1
ql 7P U 3Tl & BIs o8 SIRTT A7 9 Tae H IIYT BRSPSl BRI faeioio
g, STP! a1 HR SINMYI U] VAT Yb Yae g1 1Y, Wfh JAMID] SAd! DIy
foram 71 B1 3T TR Bt wIs Riar 81 7, ST nfeardt 8, Mudl SHb! B R
TE € iR 9 & fHrami o f&iar 7

HeIed, AT 2014 H fHAMl & fU wer o & A o Sust gl 1 a1
AT IS AT D17 IS [HAM W &l IAD! S IS &, S IFD! AN SATaT
2 3R o &H g, 3oy fHae werm gl

I X RS A ST AT MU B 191 § Ude 941 foar fh 3FR i
HUY, S UIgde 8, 3R S °IeT 8N, d WRBR IUDH! WRUTS BRI, olfbd IR
BT BT, A1 U PO ol DI S6_d el gl AT BHL SYNIRTAT Pl & I B

e fear # 9™ 9= & fofU... 15 B9IR ¥W... Udh §od & 9 |, &ha
ST & W W) IREl, WREl SUA BT G 81 X8l &l 3T TP S PIIgy, Sad
HeMeE HIYI TSl G IANURT IFD! HASS! Y BT &1 BRI & 949 WR 9
Sarmafd, S e Fam are €, S Haedl Fa dard €, U S9d! ge a1 & oy
Ig Yac 9911 1 H quHl dedal § b W 96 des d 9 T I forar e €,
R gERITUT g3T B2 89 S@d ¢ b I gford &1 g%ay vedm &, uRagd faumn
BT BT Yed1 gl oiet ft IRIy 98l gaY I|dl Bl R ®Ig fhad o wa #
Al BIs BAA gaex gloll F of Sl BT 8, IT I S9H Po el (Hadl & al 9 FHad
2 fp 39 Saex oiell &1 INRCIH &l B

TE SIS TSI T, §APT Bls IOG@ el BIdl Il IR IQe 7 3R T4

9oy U1 a9 BT §1 $9P foIY 39 $B Py, 9 f6al &1 o8 dgfordd
IEEE

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Only two minutes more.

it faemR wRiTe AT ARIER, # dhols AR T gl AR, § A ST Sff
q I§ ARG BT arscl g 6 $o 0 M HRY, R o arel 999 3§ 979,
AT 9P I B F8Y, STeadrsil ¥ 37 59 fA89yd PI URT 7 HRISY, H DI
IENEECEGII

TR, § I8 der =Ed g 5 S # S onfeardt ' @ €, g8 St SH@n
THRIE PR 8, ITh Y B IPR Sl 99 &3 & faeioit 8, B &3 &
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oISt § 9@ o HRYI Hael ISR B, YR Fell B BRI Fls D
& foIg 3R oMU S a1 far, O SUH I HT Hell BW dTell T8l 7, fhami ar
Hell 8F dTal T8 2, 9oy § 9@ foRkY axal §, g=dial

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. Now, Shri A.

Navaneethakrishnan. You have got only seven minutes.
SHRI A. NAVANEETHAKRISHNAN (Tamil Nadu): I will not take much time, Sir.

This is a welcome Bill because the bamboos are the property of the rural poor
people. This Bill has been very rightly brought in. For the reasons stated by my
senior colleague, Jairam Ramesh, if anything is to be done, I have no objection. But
from my point of view, this Bill is a welcoming one because bamboos are cultivated
only by the poor people of the rural areas and are utilized by the poor people of
the rural areas. It is their property. Now, for the purpose of felling and transit, if
permission is required from the authorities, then automatically money is involved in
it. There is no doubt about it. Our system is already totally collapsed. So, the poor
people are already suffering and the rural economy is ignored by all the people. But,
in spite of it, the Central Government has brought this Bill. I welcome it because
now even in the urban areas, the products made of bamboo are very popular and
utilized. They have got a very good market among the people. So, I welcome this
Bill. Also, cultivation of bamboos has to be encouraged to maintain the environment

and the climate change. So, I welcome the Bill. Thank you, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Navaneethakrishnan ji. It was a very
good speech in the shortest possible time. That is important. Small is beautiful. Now,

Shri Sukhendu Sekhar Ray. Your time is six minutes.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY (West Bengal): Sir, it appears that bamboo
is not always desirable! But I have to make my submissions on this Bill. First of
all, when illegal felling of trees is going on unabated, this Bill should not show the
path of legal felling of trees. Once this Bill is passed, it will open Pandora's box or
it will open a new way for the illegal felling of trees. So, the Government should

ensure that it should not show the path of illegal felling of trees in the coming days.

Sir, before this Bill was placed before this House, an Ordinance was promulgated
under Article 123. Now, Article 123 categorically states about the special circumstances.
I may be allowed to quote from Article 123. "If at any time, except when both
Houses of Parliament are in Session, the President is satisfied that circumstances exist
which render it necessary for him to take immediate action, this can be done." I am

not questioning the satisfaction of the President. But I am questioning the objective
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of the Government as to what were the circumstances necessary for promulgation

of the Ordinance.

Because this Ordinance was promulgated on 23rd November, and in the second
week of December, this House and that House were supposed to be convened.
This time it did not happen. But that is a different thing altogether. Why couldn’t
the Government wait for some more time? What was the urgency? What was the
compulsion on the part of the Government? I would request the hon. Minister to
clarify this position first. Some apprehensions were raised in different quarters,
including those raised by Mr. Ramesh, and I am inclined to share his apprehension
that there are certain other considerations. Because nothing has been said so far. I
have gone through the press statement issued by the hon. Minister which appeared
on 23rd of November in different newspapers. I would quote one or two lines from
that. He says, “This will now create a viable option for cultivation in 12.6 million
hectares of cultivable waste land. It will encourage farmers and other individuals
to take up plantation/block plantation of suitable bamboo species..” I want to know
whether any study was conducted by the Environment Ministry before the Minister
made the statement or not. And if at all any study was conducted, why is it that
the nation has not been informed about it, particularly the legislators? Because before
the promulgation of Ordinance, the Ministry or the Government should have told
the way Minister has issued the statement that these are the considerations why the
Government decided to promulgate the Ordinance. In a plethora of cases, the Supreme
Court has stated and ruled against the promulgation of Ordinances now and then. In
a recent Supreme Court judgement in the case of Krishna Kumar versus the State
of Bihar, the 7-Judge Bench of the Supreme Court has held that re-promulgation
of Ordinance is impermissible and termed it as a fraud on the Constitution. It is
not a case of re-promulgation. In the same case, the Supreme Court has said that
the Constitution does not permit the President or the Governor to become a parallel
law making authority independent of legislature, because Parliament is supreme. The
legislative power is with the Parliament and the legislatures. That is why I want to
know from the hon. Minister what the urgency and exigency was in promulgating
the Ordinance on 23rd of November. According to me, there were no compelling

circumstances or exigencies so far as the Ordinance is concerned.

As far as the Bill is concerned, the Statement of Objects and Reasons says,
“The farmers are facing hardships in getting the permits for felling and transit of
bamboos within the State and also for outside the State, which has been identified

as major impediment of the cultivation of bamboos by farmers on their land.”



Government [27 December, 2017] Bills 707

3.00 p.Mm.
According to me, the word ‘farmers’ should be replaced with the word ‘traders’. It

is actually the traders or the corporates who are facing hardship and not the farmers.
Nowhere in the country farmers are getting any remunerative price, although while
initiating the discussion on the Bill, the hon. Minister has said that this Government
is determined to increase the earnings of the farmers to the extent of 50 per cent
by 2022. They have to wait till 2022 without knowing who will come to power in
2022 and whether they will remain or any other party will come. But in the electoral
promises, in the manifesto, they stated that for the farmers they will ensure 50 per
cent profit over and above the cost of production. Forty-two months have elapsed.
Now the Government is saying that you will have to wait till 2022 and, in 2021,
they will say that you will have to wait for 2050. And this will go on. This is an
empty promise which has been established beyond doubt.

Sir, I am concluding. I would like to make only one point from the Bill as to
why this Bill is not important at all. If bamboo is cultivated in the land other than
forest, it is all right. But, by this Bill, if the Government takes away bamboo from
the definition of trees and if it is not forest produce, in that case, we are going
to convert forest activity into a non-forest activity. This is my point. An exemption
is sought for the bamboo grown in the forest area because you are amending the
definition of trees under the Forest Act. If this amendment is passed, no permit
would be required for felling and transporting bamboo, which is required for a forest
produce. Therefore, the Government must have a relook at the Bill and withdraw

this Bill in the interests of the forest community and the farmers as a whole.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Dilip Kumar Tirkey. Your time is four

minutes.

3t fochy AR Rt @ifeem): w7, # ik 78 ot 59 s &1 Ry F=a
2l JaRR ISl 3R WY I NS H BRI IUTed H 919 BT SRATA (HAT Il
2l f5F 591 W 919 STed 8l BT B, d8f BAR T ¥ 919 Ol 8, W $9dh
f IS0 WRHR B g ol BRI 8, AfhT 59 WelEd & 918 o IS AT
&I o B § H#3A Sf A g go g 6 I graus wRp A fhae Rl @
ARETT HIA S 72, ATARAT BT AT 9T TRBRT B2

ARGy, 3NN & 14,000 T fhellier & 31f¥d &= # 91 SR AT 81 Ma &
SR Sl B 9§ 9 $T SR SR © R BIC-BIC g W 9l | & 99
S B1 991 B Pels 3R S8 Pl o IT o S & U Solleld Sdb) M9 TN,
fparil ofR a=aTRIdl BT Hell 81 PR I8 &1 JoI S & b g al Bl il gy
Fers BRf, R Sad WRev & foly ! STelT ¥ a1 faeraed o gl
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HEIGY, g1 AT STl & fIg @ Al B ST FIF 99 Y &1 AR i
I W a9 gRew AR €, S a9l BT ERET0 BRdl 81 99 IRl Bl Y S8
H T SHIE of S & folg 717 |qwrsii &1 S1gafy @ Siexd ekt 81 3 &I # 9
HeNgd & SIRY FIIRAT D1 SATET BIIET BN SH AT [T ARBRI & A1
I FITeT 3R g RerT it & e RT # ff wekh w) <@ 21 ' umw awiel
PI 3R ASYA B DI SR 8, 3D ATBRI § Pk I DI 21|

HEIGY, 9P Aardl § #3A AEIeY W I8 el a1gi b MUl SfifSE oM B
HIT STeal A2 Winter Session & Sl Tgel, 23 TaHR Bl IE IS o< # bt
FIT AR 212 AT Winter Session ®T SASIR 4T B Febdl

TRIGd, Yo ol B f6 I8 deNgd e WER Siaxur @ 9edr § I B
T privatization T & G B 3T 9Q18 ST Fhdl 82 HT privatization &1 T
AT BT EA 82

Heled, TNI&l 3R sfearRdl & Sfia 4 914 @l 91 Aecyul YfAd! gl 81 3
39 GINEE & SIRT IR &1 s Wl T8l B Fhd Bl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All right. Your time is over.

3 facha $R frel: 9=, § v e # Sl 91 W BRar gl 59 e
H oel T 8 b sHe yrgu IR-g9 &3 4 SY Y 9 ) 8 AR 81, 1Ry
§ b AT F AFEA HA S A g8 gol drg B il 4 A<l gs Ml o
BRI IF I I [oRAl, T9 BRI TS B HA T Foim & S 9 &1 o 2,
TE BIRIC AUS BT & YT IR-BRIC U8 BT 87

H I8 Ul BT AR b ARPR FAR ¥l @fd DI HHAGIR 7 BRI & UM
[Tl 3R a9 GRam AR B &R AR <, IT Aogd BRI ...(F9F B H...
4fp TR STl B fFrerd a9 [wiel 3R a9 ARl & SIRY d8ar dRIe 3 3
ST el 8, gAY 98 B

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay; all right.

3t feeliy puR fal: 7eicy, § ofd # U ard w1 @rg 6 59 b 4 Aggs
AN I g 3BT 9T ARBRI B I STHR ol a8y, g=gdrg|

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Shri Harivansh. You have four

minutes only.

it gRaer (fER): Suawmfa S, AT 431 St ok A+ gd 730, amexei
SRT IHET ST $1 a1l 89 Fa Gl 7 0 % IR 98 59 f9d & et 3 3as A1eH
H G ARl g1 A Efie § 98 FIH ARad diel 3R RMAT IS B legacy W
UER Bl 89 99 UM QU & JeER T, TR AR BT & I8d gU AR 9% & ST
B @left 8 MY, WH Bl MY? PR 9 BT, o § g9% IR # fRRaR & garan
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PRAT 81 S TRIG TS TP $9 DI A 8 A, d 39 DA A o 81 MR d 391
At 997 fFdt B o9 & SR B Gdhil, I ATWR I§ BT ol 2l

T IS I8 B P S I AR fHedr B P A-mRee gRAr § 9 91 &1
IAET 91 39 9 H I YAM H waste land T 3R TR AfdHSl & FAR THT
AT PRIS 2Fe IR STHIF waste land B, ST §9R &Rl dal STl 81 99 doR &Rl )
PG BT T2l B, 399 U AT I<l © {6 39 W 919 B Wl 87 59 ORE b
S degraded land &, 3 UR &I 919 o9 & I &1 Wiedrfad 81T 3R g9 <91
H 9 BT IAET g

RT AEqUl &1, e HRU 596 96 9 B9 99 WS ©, § @el § & o
T I DI 9 BT I STovd ®, ITDT T B g9R U Iyl & AT <9 Bl
g Bl HIS[ET SR 2.8 RIS M T A BRI ST 8, olfbT $HqDI 37T 8
BAR < H YA &, dId! 91 BH T S gAY d9R ¥ AN ©l a1 gian @t
AT S 9= =T BT B, IHD! AT 19 BIFE] SHF 9RA H B, W 3T B
ISR 3 gHRT AThe IR Ah 6 B9l 81 991 I © & 59 ST & deneg 4
TR IR g & IR # worga B8R

Aeft iR FEEYY A9 I8 § P WRA F1 U9 IRT & U 59 Wed # W
f 2015 # 9RA 7 18.01 faformd wgfed #Aiex R 9 o= I &1 swc v,
RT®! BT 43 R BRIe UV 21 SHIE © % 39 ST & I 89 4 &9 99
B IAET FGIG AT T/ ol AR ISl B IR I8l e, dl 599 gHIe
e & & STFQT?[I 3@ d¥zg United Nation's International Development Organisation
P ATAR A-3I€ H 31Tl 9 g1 H 5 BOAR PRIS BYY Bl bamboo business Bl
M TBF PR AT, fhaM o8l dRE ¥ sHG! Wdl BRA B, d dAsad dhlel RAT
RIS BT S §8 o7 6 U1 919 0 Wd § $IC AR BT ITd! b, RAT &
AR T8 IY FER-JER 7 o Y, oAb 3T I DI golls AR ATATSIE! dRIBCID
BRI 399 <9 § 979 & ST b deq Bl Ydd FUIGAT sl © 3R S q hRIS
¥, 39 RO ¥ 89 AT 39 U ¥ 8, gl

SHRIMATI JHARNA DAS BAIDYA (Tripura): Sir, irst of all, I oppose the
Indian Forests (Amendment) Bill, 2017. This is mainly to exclude —bamboos' from
the definition of 'trees' in the Indian Forest Act, 1927. In the North-East Indian States

bamboos grow abundantly in the forests and plains. There are many restrictions in

cutting trees from forests. So, many people are growing bamboos in their private
land for commercial purposes. Now bamboo is considered a tree as per the Forest
Act. So, there are a lot of restrictions in transporting bamboos within a State and
between States. Once bamboo is removed from definition of 'trees' in the Forest Act,

bamboo-growers can freely take it to any part of the country. This will help them to
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get a good price for bamboos. Bamboos are raw material for producing pulp, paper,
rayon, etc. Since Tripura is a backward State and has a good reserve of bamboos,
I request the Central Government to establish a pulp and paper mill. This will help
the State to get industrialized because a large number of ancillary industries will be
started when pulp and paper are being produced. Also a large number of handicraft
articles can be purchased which will create a lot of jobs for both young men and

women of my State and neighbouring States.

Sir, a lot of criticism has been raised and the Minister has to reply to all of
them; I don’t want to repeat them. Only after that, the Bill can be passed. Thank

you, Sir.

it srene Rigrd (SR TUReN): AFAR IUFHIfT #EIGY, 9T <9 & foTT smydT
gaTe| g Ugd W il IRG, IR R% SR d9 H 99 A el 59
e R 1o =R @+ &1 & fhar, § it oMU 91| 9 $8 ged & &

ATHA UXgd dXHAT dledl él

T B B ARG drEdl & fb AR Ferdr foam dRad! o, faerd & IR
TR Tl R BT AMaegHhar ¥ Bl &7 Id < F 9 DI W<l Bl AcdeT o Bl
U3 8, 39 9o § 99 & fham & Micared <9 &f 919 Fal TS gl § A w9
St A ST g O aRe Sire 9w d o wiftar, o= Aifthar, e wnfthar,
TR AT SR STeT AT 371fS THH AT & A1eqd F 9 <% & Yoilufy iR
IERMfT <9 & fHAFl & SAE BT ¥ of I8 8, AEA HA S 7 BEl fh 2022
qdb 39H ST gfg BRM, olfdd T8l 9 9% & S/l fhaMl W WReGRI & gRI
M TS SA €, AT I U BT S A1 Hed <1 BT Sl aral far o1, 3
T AT T AT $9 WRBR B BN S I8 T, I 3N a9 qR1 e BT T B

H SR Yo & HHEEE SIS 9 30 gl g8l fBarl Bl e b ukd ths
Wil BT H I 35,000 T, NI I €, SEfd FHad 20,000 $. F ABY 25,000
. TA® BT P! 3] a1 8, a8 FHYR Fed 81 AT IR HSA &I, ST8i < A
HIW SIS AT BT 21 39 A1 | ff 39! o1 RS % 79 & fram, 9 9
YRR (ST & Bl AT BRANG, HeI YW &b 8l ] IR 9RA & &3 H 81 drel
anfeardt feam @i, sfea feam 8 a1 s @@ & f&ae 8, S9! oiukrl g

SRR ¥ GeHRT Frerm?

§ 7 @3 N W a9 &1 A Yol drsdl gl a1 IR 39 [9d & Aed |
S b UG BT S AT Hed o BT b dRfl? o b § Sirar § fb 9w @
Wt A9 F 9= v § R g 7, @ S B fa €, 3 A9 F Ui 9¥ 9 e
IRAR HI TTeli1? R ITHT AMH qfeds! AT MMfH TSANT S Bl Bl AR B
TS 27 R U A fHAM & 9 W AF 10 BRIS A RT AN T 21 gl F AT
JerseR € a1 fRErel woigy 81 gafely A+ L. (aHa &t g2h)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Your time is over. I am helpless.
A e Rygred: Io g, W

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I rise to oppose this Bill. 1 think, there
was no need for this Ordinance. The Government should not have resorted to
Ordinance route on this issue. Sir, it was very heartening to listen to my good friend,
Shri Jairam Ramesh, speaking against the loot of forest wealth by private industries.
Sir, bamboo is actually a kind of grass and the Minister, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, is quite
aware of this. Bamboo is actually a kind of grass. During British rule, bamboo
was classified as a tree in the Forest Law. This allowed the Forest Department
to control cutting, selling and transporting of bamboos. Britishers, in fact, made
huge revenues on this. Sir, in the Forest Rights Act, 2006, which was referred to
by my good friend, Shri Jairam Ramesh, bamboo has been included as a minor
forest produce. So, people have their rights over it. However, the Indian Forest Act
was not amended. The forest officials have continued to illegally, I use the word
‘illegally’, stop people from harvesting and selling bamboo on forest lands. The only
place this was stopped is Maharashtra, which was again referred to by my friend
Shri Jairam Ramesh. There was the Governor’s order under which bamboo was removed
from the ‘tree’ category in the Fifth Schedule areas. Using this, some villagers in
Gadchiroli , that was again referred to by Jairam Ramesh, began to harvest and sell
bamboo using their own laws. They earned crores of money which was used for
their developmental activities. This Government also talks about development all the
time. Actually, the money which they earned was used for the development activities
in those areas. This shows how much money has been looted from the Adivasis and
forest dwellers by the Forest Department. I am naming the Forest Department. They
looted the money which actually belonged to the tribal people.

Against this background, now, the new Bill only says that bamboo outside
forest will not be considered as 'tree.' It means what? Are you trying to benefit the
private land owners? It means, you want to help paper companies. It means, you
want to help private industries. And, they would be benefiting, looting and making
huge revenues. On the other hand, tribal people and forest dwellers deprived of
their rights and access to forest wealth! Is it proper? This is what I want to ask the
Government. Is it right to do this? Is it right to deprive the rights of tribal people
and forest dwellers and trying to help private industries? And, in order to do this,
you have brought an Ordinance! That is why I strongly oppose this Bill. This Bill is
not in the interest of tribal people. This Bill is not in the interest of forest dwellers.
If at all it benefits anybody, it benefits private industries and companies. Is it your

objective? Is it your intention? If that is the objective of this Government, let it
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be cleared. Sir, why do you speak, 'Sabka-Saath-Sabka-Vikas'? You are for private
companies and private industries and you say, 'Sabka-Saath-Sabka-Vikas'! Why do

you deceive people?

2 Sy 99§ R el €1 we ¥ svgedfaeed ff €, @@ o 8, wl
SINE

SHRI D. RAJA: Now, 'Sabka-Saath-Sabka-Vikas' has become 'corporate-houses-
ke-saath-private-industries-ke-saath'. It is not for all. That is why this Bill needs to
be deferred. The Government should rework on this Bill, have broader consultations

keeping in view the interest of the country, tribal people and forest dwellers. That

is why I oppose this Bill. Thank you.

A9 SN e 930 oft vt Saeey): #Eiey, § dad dF-9R fime |
S 8 g A1 IrEdl gl U 8 Q¥ H ST 981 A1fey, I8 |d Bl 398l § AR
STl | ST 994 & 2lgded Wl &, A1 <rsded W §, a8, SHdbT axefor Y e
ey, IADI 3MMSifder W Fefl @12y, dgalgs W fer a2y, I8 9 99 &
T 21 B R S BT T, 3R P &l el Y&l & Al ...(FIHF)... ¥R $e3ae B

..(TAY™)... It is my intervention as a Member of this House.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I allowed him.

sft YTl SASHR: A R A2 BT 7, AR BRIC B MY B T3 Rl fhar
US TN 9 € o, difh T BT H U IS8RV gl V&l gl ...(FAUM)... Th
el a9 &1 U YRd &) YIS ¥, URd &I fa9war ®1 99 el & U deH
P QU ... (aum)...

SHRI D. RAJA: It is sandalwood.

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: It is both, red sanders and sandalwood. So,
what has happened is, farmers stopped growing this. Therefore, now, Australia has
become the major manufacturer of sandalwood and sandal products. And, in fact, we
are importing! So, this is how we are not allowing forest to grow. This the example.
HETl B DI HIGTT | S B 3, fhad Ug It o, <9 98 99 96, feam
Tl U T, S99 CiUIC R G iR g AT 8l Adhdl § b Sd &
gell Bl IS HTs | FHISHT F1MRY, olfhd T ST & qTER STl g1 811 ARy ?
Argde STl BT A1RY 3R 98 S8l 8Ial 8, W) U 81 IAE & Il 9wl ¥ a6
ST g & IR H B U Hald bl AFRIGAl BI, 9 9gd JHA g 8,
9G] BIsAl a1yl

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, I want to seek just one clarification
from Mr. Javadekar. ¥%, B9 g& Bl <ddl Hed ol B9 AMd © (b g& <adl 8 ©
dl <ol B BH PR BICA?
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2 T SESHY: DI BT Gl el ol 94 89 US o0l & Al US| Bl Plel,
SAD] SUAN BRAL, I8 W USRI BT 8 &4 gl ... (FaAYH)... I§ TSI g9 8, s
®Is A8 T8l Bl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: See, Parliament is for discussion. Very important

points have been raised here. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, I have never seen that an ex-Minister is replying
on behalf of the Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No; no. He is not replying on behalf of Minister.

He is just intervening. And, he was intervening with my permission.

Very important points have been raised here. Even the Chair has some doubts.
For example, as mentioned by Shri Javadekar, the case of sandalwood. It has always
wondered me. Sandalwood is grown in some areas of Kerala also. It is a very costly
product. Nobody can grow it. One day, I happened to visit a house. They had a
sandalwood tree. They told me that they had a sandalwood tree and they had not
disclosed it to anybody. Why is it so? If people are allowed to grow it, what’s the

harm in it? I am not making an observation. I am only raising a doubt.

Now, the next speaker is Shri Pradeep Tamta. C¥I Sil, 3MUdh U hdel dAR
e &1 T Bl

3t gl TRl (STRIES): IUQHRT HBled, A1 J31 39 a1 W) e & fofg
argafcr &1, 9 forg § amuer nurt g1 W), H 39 9 & faRig 4 wer g W, #
3l 319 qd gaIail BI A T ATl A STIRM AL St 7 S 91 Pel, § I9d
WY P Adg BIAT g TS IS A DI g1 & b game w3 3R qd HA U |y
MY 1 H QI BT & 9 d1d $I 3R FHd HIAT Ir8al § — AT S gAfaRo,
T SR SRy uRac #31 €1 H %9 I8 § 6 99 2014 & 1 qd A 59 I§T R
JTHT intervention ®R & ﬁvI'Q SHINK I GHT I Forest Act, Forest Conservation Act
IR THM Environmental Actsﬁdilutemﬁﬁ%wﬁwﬁmﬁm
Eﬁ%,@*W%Iﬁﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁbambooHﬁWﬁ'ﬂT%ﬁgreen cover
PI 9MT TEd 8, I8 BRI National Policy & fF ¥ I & FHaR FT 33 W forest
cover BIFT @1feYI § #31 St | Pe1 A&l g P M9 $8 ® ¢ f$ fHAM bamboo
ST GI green cover d¢ SITQMI H ST @Tedl § & amue! fha @1 g2 oMy
Forest Act H 3FR PY RIGRED 9 9HI I H NI 22 URUC forest cover %, S
WRHR & Held § 8, ITPT 33 TRAC B & foT7 U] fhae b1 82 39 <9 &
g9 & B Bl 9¢T &b IR H AT A2l A I8 Tl AT FHE B T & 399 feami
®I income ¢ ST GAY TR AT AT HE I8 & b $9Y I B PHax I IR,

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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[s7 udiy =veT]

®eR il A1 ge T4 d g8f JRIG 2| 31U I§ Rl A8l Ped B 89 Ugde o
H frdaml @ Seew Menfe, corporate BRI & g1 § ARAY g 91 A8 872
o e o fafey @ora & f98R # foam & Hid & Wt &7 & fov a1 o)
e /@ e, S ARE F e R S agricultural land %, 39 39 agricultural land
TR bamboo 3R T S fhad commercial trees DI plantation W%E%R’W?%’%I
R M HH AT fF 39 U P agriculture TR SAHT RIT 3R TS dTell 872 M4
Eﬁﬁlﬁmmﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁlm@mﬁm@%ﬁﬁmgreencoverElégTﬂ
3R TAY TR MU B8 T © (b 399 ¢lsded AR fFAMI BT G gl 3D
Wﬂ%’ﬂ’&ﬁ%lWWWWWW%corpormem,wmﬁ:ﬁ
P RHR (M &, 36 1T 3 Ig A1 918 &1 MR 3 R Fg B 82 Th
TP 3 AU IIRIES F 3fER Eco Sensitive Zone IFRIT ATl 3T JUH BIC T
Tl Y 6 AE B Fed GERE wU A Hedyul 2l 981 W BE-Al TE H Fob
IHR® ®Y A G B AT I O I8! 82 98 W TGER & BRI Ug HIC o B
gl 3y RIRTTE & UdweR ¥ ueh 9gd 91, faenedrg 89 999 off %8 ¥ § A
ARV, g9 AR TAdy gRacT HIA A A1 A8 g B w1 I H Al §
6 BIRI-ARIl 3TUBI TF-IYST, biodiversity TH B dTell 8, I8 $d 8l 8?7 &I
AT SBT Bls IegI fhar &2 3MYBT FH 8, IAMTDT 9T &, 3MyaT R &
STDB! &I B DI, oifh M0 SLULRMR. &1 S I S Bl < fear, 39 faum
P T &I, S A BT SATSAT AT Bl I8 qBT BT AT HRPp MIB! g1 b
Y QAR TR Plg AR T8l S drell &1 § I§ Bl aredl g (b I8 I 5ISqT
BRI (3FTHT) e, 2017 99 8 ST R8T 8, oI Q4T oFdl 2 1% I8 o o
P B H U P IR H GA &1 g, T U Pls BICI-BICT U 87 a9 TP Wie g,
B! BT A3 H P ST B ORE Bl T8 US &I g, Afdd wie o1 §, o
19 B 9RE S H S aTell H-9IR €9 &1 UigT 7, I8 980 ofwl g dF i
et gy 7, R g dd W9 BT Us Sl 7, Il A db 91 BT Us Hl S
21 31T ST 3 I[D] 37U [ B o H R @1 =R © R fhae 31 o
# g8 gRfea 21 =, g8 Agr-Wen g9 79eds ol € {6 39 WER &1 gh 8
deg B 5 "HaH1 A1, d9al fAen H.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Tamtaji, one speaker from your party is absent.

So, you get two more minutes.
SHRI PRADEEP TAMTA: Thank you, Sir. ...(Interruptions)..
SHRIMATI VIPLOVE THAKUR (Himachal Pradesh): Sir, I have also to speak.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Viploveji, I am dividing equally.

2 yely T § Yg Hel =edl g b GR1 BT IR Sl A & 59 BRE Vae
H HEId B BT, SHD! dilute A BT, 3TB GS T T &I T A TS §S B
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TS MY BRTE Vae H FeNeH HRAT dled &, Hdl 3D e BRIT HofdsH
Bl Y& gl AT #E Sff 9T R g9 v sreureer M @t Ry oexd o H
THE § Ob $HP [T ALIQY T bl SToxa 8 1| BAR < F AR I BRIT
PR B, 98 1Y fh 9g &1 IR B1 I8 9159 AT Ae 9159 UR¥C 8, D! MM 98
P fITT WRAR T R WF 2, R J3] S 391 a9 H s9b gR § gaI6d? g
AT Sft 7 gar o {6 &9 39 9 & gRT <9 § WF Bax BT 98 Off %2 T, o R’
TR TRBR 7, BREE SUCHS 7 39 <9 & (X 91 O 91 § MH R Bl 9o
P oy BIg Ao 9918 § A1 R 98 SR o1 9491S 7, 918 39 BTG H 8.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay.
st g e T’ Y.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time is over.

sft 9ty TeT: MY a1 & (SR core sector TH W IENTIRIAT Bl EIEY BT B
ARy &1 ST %@ 21 44 wataRvl, 99 iR Sierary gRad @ Sft & gRT Ua gade
HHST T8 TR oY, RdT W o1 {6 BRI W3ed YT #, dses A% Yae #,
oIS Vae | Hened fRar Sl L. aHa $toudh...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Time is over. Okay.

2} wEIY T SRy H s vl | T8l el g 3R H 39 fdd @1 ARy dRar gl

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: All right.

#t iy ever: § |eT § Wt 9 FRar g 5 S &R BRuRe @t & fdl &
foIg o7 arel Yo @1 ROIR foRlg w1 g R

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Shankarbhai N. Vegad. You have 20
minutes. ...(Interruptions).. No, no. There are only two speakers. I will not accept

any further. No more speakers. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I have moved the Resolution.

I need two minutes.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will give you three minutes. You are demanding

two minutes; I am giving you 50 per cent more.

3l THIATS . T[S (ORI): ITFHRT Hel&d, AT J31 99 9l o= e &7
Hip1 fe, s9d g § amuer M9l §1 s ARPR IR-I9 &3 7 I B Wl DI
M o7 & oIy AR 99 (Fene) g, 2017 &1 o8 g1 39 <9 H 3FR Bl
[ SATET I H1 A1 2, A1 98 Wl 81 g1 BRI < BN 3R KW B URERT BT
<% B Usel & 99 AIH ¥ I U 919 B gU W, SHP! IR H AT AT 59
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[#N TprYTS TH. <]

NS A 9 BT G B HET S F8Iey, 919 fhar & forv S emHe @1
T Bl 3R At Bl 99 B Tt B BT S fAorar ©, o fa &t sma gg

HeIed, Sl 39 &l faR1Y $R W& 8, § 9 9§ $e1 A (& sy feami o1 faxiy
HR e Bl T AU [HAMEl BT 31T g1 e el A2 H ¥g Al o1 aredr §
f g @ W<t & R fear &1 st 781 9eifl, 39 @ shall, ga.dl, ok
ST | B dTel SnfearyY & ff mHe 9| U 919 MTRd Wit & e 9
N WA H T Il AT, WfdT WA b dre] W W G Bl Wl 8 Fahal 81 BAR
P & W9 & 9 B B THE W W I B Wl 8 e gl fgwE &
B ¥CC Bl 3digdl H g1 Bl Whl B epall o) sferg § @Al oft | @i e g o
99 &1 v 99 faefya fear Sie, 59 § 979 &) B9 Sleg-9-Sieg 8 ST 3R
BART fHAM 3R Wd HOIGR J8aA dRid A I I Fh| 919 9 & folg e
BT TP 91 A & 3R 3R AN BT 99 Bl WA B & A, O SF A GBI
e 9g SITgA

RIS, 919 B IS T 81 YR P 3TTT-37T TS § 59 BT AelT-3Te T ST
Bl TR ORI H a1 99 & Ul &1 @R 3R Feoft /1 gt 81 oY IRar 9 g
F off 9 &1 ISTANT BIAT T N AT STad F EA ST T 7, A AR HeH
H3 AIE Sft iR #EAR #A St I8 e fA9e oY €, S99 SRISFIRT Bl
ISR e

HEIGY, 9N P aRE & o § SYAN 8T B 919 BT STINT Hrax a9
A BT &, BT 3R BIS-BIC Ieh § 9919 § 39 $I STANT 8lal 81 ¥ el sifeal
BT SN BRG] © R S H Al 919 BT SYANT BT 8, aI 59 BT R B B /T
JNMATIHAT 82 WX FHEd BT Aded g 8 6 o7 39 &1 fORg o & 3.4/ 3.
3R Ta.dl & R 21 #Aeiey, i # a3, &) Ee! HH-|-%F 55 Hferd
Bl o9 g M. &1 A v o, R 7 . & R # 91 o 3R o &8
el AR A6 o f AL, &1 du™ o1 fel, @ 8RR wae 9= /) e
J $RITE F T8 WG HoR fBA1 3R a8 e qur A Uk BlHR O 15T Gl H
T A1 SO I AT H AR PR QAT 39 FT BT AT A 87 HBld, I8
e ff A iR ). & war & forw &€ o am B s 9 fhae @1 ar fRa
BN &, AR 5 & ©d § W S g Wd qoigy &1 29 8 aren 21 39
{9 WA AoGR B W AR e iR S9! i s geifl ol a1 g I8
Ired Bl 6 SH AR 81 fAer? 89 99 S9dT 3 aed 81 89 O " BT 91,
9 B e ared 21 39 § B 3neHl iR #egH I° 99d 99 a1 fer arsd B

AT 89 Wd Bl ) 39 f[A8ge &1 9 &Y, et A iR 81 Suqvrfa
Sft, 59 fAggs &1 99T FRAT gl HeIed, A HAT S S e A 8, H s|d
HHAT BRAT g 3R H 3 H U a1 HEDR AU qT FHG DT
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R, IR H UHh grareT fefgae 21 9 fgae &1 9 aiars w1
TAT? Hife Ugel 39 fefgae § 9 S1E 99 @ Wl Bkl ot 3R I8f 3T g3 Mmarat
I P W ) R off iR 9 € SHB! roiifaer off, sHiferv 39 fefgae @t
M FiAETST G T §HR ORI T § Ueh S e 81 98f ) 0 g¥ feRgae
H g9 BT ST o7 iR 9 @t Wl B oft, gy sdT 9™ ST e uet ®1 H
& HEA A18d] g b BAR < &b G 1T A 919 DI WA 81 qbell 21 AT AT 39
e @1 wRa &1, @1 g <2 H S RISIR AN &, IT0] AR Al BT 3R
ferorm, safew 59 e &1 wiRa fpar Sire, a7 3v7 fAva §, g=uarel

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Shri Shankarbhai Vegad. Now, Shri

Tiruchi Siva; Mr. Siva, you have five minutes.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, the Indian Forest (Amendment) Bill,
2017 has been brought to replace the Indian Forest (Amendment) Ordinance, 2017.

Sir, I wish to emphasize the question raised by my colleagues here. Of course,
the Constitution empowers the Government to bring in an Ordinance in times of
emergency or when some urgency arises, but as far as this issue is concerned,
what was the need for the Government to bring in an Ordinance? Amendment and
Ordinance are special provisions provided in the Constitution. Now, no Government
can run a Government without bringing in an Ordinance. During the UPA-II regime,
the total number of Ordinances that were brought was 25, but within just three-
and-a-half years, the present Government has brought 31 Ordinances; there are still
one-and-a-half years to go! In 2014, four Ordinances were brought, in 2015, 12, in
2016, eight and in 2017, seven. Now, why should they resort to the Ordinance route

without making use of the parliamentary process?

Secondly, Sir, ‘Forests’ fall in the Concurrent List. Different States have different
laws in place and so, before bringing forth this Ordinance, the States should have
been consulted, which has not been done so far. This is a very important issue,
Sir. This Government, after assuming office, has been trying to encroach upon the
rights of the States. We are not prepared to compromise on our rights. The States
cannot give up their powers. They say that this Bill has been brought keeping in
view the welfare of non-forest farmers. If that be so, the Minister may clarify this
point: Some person may cut bamboo growing in a forest area without a permit
and take it as his own commodity. What measures would you take to curtail such
practices? There would be deforestation. What you want to preserve would actually
be lost, because there are many clever people out there who, with the connivance of
the forest people, would take away all the bamboo saying that it is their bamboo.
How would you help farmers with this law, that too by bringing in this Bill with

so much urgency? So, there must be something to read between the lines. When the
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[Shri Tiruchi Siva]
Parliament is about to convene in December, why should an Ordinance be brought

in the month of November? That is a very big question.

Then, Sir, bamboo vegetation differs from State to State. The topography and
geography are well known to the individual States, but they have not been consulted
at all. Secondly, Gram Panchayats are the deciding factors in the matter of permits.

Their powers are also being taken away.

Sir, there are three issues which worry us. There was no need for an Ordinance.
My friend, Dr. Subbarami Reddy, has moved a Statutory Resolution and Shri Jairam
Ramesh has questioned the urgency in bringing an Ordinance. Secondly, you have
totally ignored the States though the forest is under the Concurrent List. You are
taking away the rights of the State again and again, now and then, in everything.
Thirdly, you are now usurping the powers of the Gram Panchayats also. So, Sir,
we are compelled with no other option than to oppose this Bill. Thank you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Shri Mahendra Singh Mahra; not present. The next
is Shri Ananda Bhaskar Rapolu.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU (Telangana): Respected, Deputy Chairman,
Sir, as it is being highlighted, the urgency of Ordinance is showing the ulterior
motive of the Union Government, even disrespecting the Concurrent List of State
Governments. Bamboo is having the spiritual value; bamboo represents cultures;
bamboo represents traditions and, at the same time, in the modern times, it is having
high commercial value. Though you try to represent the cultures and values in your
slogans and arguments, you are just standing with the modern corporate to have the
yield of the riverine lands through which you will get bamboo. Earlier, the UPA
for ten years, tried to develop the bamboo plantation with the National Bamboo
Mission. Have you ever consulted with your Ministry of Agriculture before going
for an Ordinance? Have you ever evaluated the utilization of the funds and the
enhancement of the funds in these recent three years for the promotion of bamboo?
As far as our findings go, there is no encouragement and improvement on the fund
supporting part for the National Bamboo Mission. But you are going to treat it as
just grass. Yes, in Indian history, in Indian heritage and in Indian livelihood, as in
the livelihood of Asia, grass is having great value. Bamboo is soil carbon enriching
clump. Have you ever resorted to clump management? Have you ever evaluated the
degradation of riverine lands all across? Take the case of the Yamuna; take the case
of the Chambal; take the case of the Godavari; take the case of the Krishna; take the
case of the Mahanadi, and even take the case of Ma Ganga. You have not bothered
to assess the degradation of riverine land. Wherever you have riverine lands, there

is a possibility of safe bamboo plantation. Every bamboo clump is having 12-year
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life. In its 12 years, it will give three tonnes yield. Yes, that is true that we are
importing a lot of bamboos from other countries because there is a growing need.
For the traditional purposes, our Indian produce will serve. For the modern needs
and modern necessities and utilities, yes, you need to import. While you are trying
to remove this bamboo from the list of forest trees, have you ever bothered to look
at the fact that the UPA Government has treated it as — and promulgated an Act — a
minor forest produce? Have you not taken care of the ground realities while looking
at the bamboo plantation? Through our observations, you have not bothered to look
at this fact. But bamboo plantation needs to be looked through the perspective of
small farmers, as you were mentioning. For that, you please don’t encourage your
Forest Departments. You, please, in consultation with your State Governments, try to
evaluate and try to utilise the available Compulsory Afforestation Forest Funds for
the proper purposes. Otherwise, they are going to be misused through your Forest
Departments and through your Van Sanrakshan Samitis, which are posing a very
serious problem for the tribal livelihood. Even in Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
and other parts of the country, our people, the tribal people, are hesitating and they
are demanding for giving empowerment only to the Gram Sabhas and not to the Van
Sanrakshan Samitis, which are having the force and enforcement through the Forest
Departments. And, for the bamboo protection, yes, I associate myself with my senior
colleague, Shri Jairam Ramesh, and I also appreciate this Statutory Resolution of Dr.
T. Subbarami Reddy, and through our observations, we hope that this Government
will get enlightened and the Minister will himself look into the ground realities and
take back this Bill. Thank you very much, Sir.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. This self-discipline is good.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: Yes, Sir, that is because of the newly-
enforced disciplines.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That’s good. Now, the next speaker is Shrimati
Viplove Thakur.

SHRI ANANDA BHASKAR RAPOLU: She has six minutes.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Yes, because you have left one minute.

safa e orgpR: Sua9Uiy Aeley, I8 S [ o T 8, 991 ol § @
TSIV WRBR P ST B BT U 3Med 99 s gl 19 W A+ 3 a1elm siel
2, S99 3B 3T v @18 9 313 SfifeT SR SR I ¥l $E g UAT oIl ®
5 3! goica ¥ feamy & 7€ ©1 ¥ =mEd & 79 ¢ 6 9w dfum & garee
T, Al A I fad @ AR B F oY SEdw $B T B Y9 B d B
3R ST o 317t 81 g3t |qHl § eI 377yl b I8 ST T Bl T AaeIDhell
of? QA1 B9 A1 S A1, B A1 YA SR o7 {6 9+ & forg, S9! W & fog
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[t fawera aTgR]

39 IR A e A 2 SMRaR I8 § R1? T TR dig eIl 3 7 B S
ST T T 3R frd dR8 9 B9 SUB! T AThC F WY HHIC TR A 87 39
TR AUH! Bls R 82 had J2) fb feami o sffee <= 8, a7 98 oy &9 <
ST IR 22 U fhad & urg foat S 8 a1y, R 98 S9aT BrIgl $al
Fhdl 8?7 39 IR H MY dls Al ® fF fray gewR 999 U fead & o
g TRy, fhds Udhs SHIF MY a1fRU? dad fd o & a1 Sifea— o o
Al @1 el T8l 9g1 TN UG o ae dgd-agd o Bl T AT fb &H
3MIDT B B ST IRAC <3| g8 III&] Hel 1?7 HEl T 9 IR ae? Il Al
I ST 1 ok I5 faa 1 gfl a8 A 1 S T MU R ;A Pls |/
BRI 87 e b B8l AT §, I§ 5T WRBRI Bl HH gl M9 1 fardae
Tee ¥ qw@l § P g8 Hel-del d% 8l Fhal 87 BN clsdd GRATS H 95 T8l Bl
FART <reqd URAT HI-918s URAT 81 987 & bl &1 mHeH! 3 B ggIui?
Iqd g oo o Arar 57 Ri% gafy fF -3 9 soiaei¥ o %2 &, 3 39
e W fral F g ad w3 g wx ) E SR S goes § gER I | g,
ST BREE Hold Uae 8, ITd! gforil Iers off ¥el &1 3R fhar & fou &, o
P T BT AY [ BIY {6 TR BRI $1 B A1 Yisae 8, S AN Dl BII<]
Igdl Gl B, [HAFl Pl IS Ugdl Fhdl 27 S gAR 3T ye¥ H ¥R T,
S AR UST U $HI BT 8, oAb g8 ¥ BRI P 3jeX o TS & 3R 31s fea
IAPBT BRIST 8] ST Ahd| S Hel 97 &1 S-Ih 34 Wl § I W Y &,
ISP W I8 81 99 Ahd &1 T MU 39 R H Al 82 39 91 PR B 8, AT
¥ fpaa a9-98Iqd B9 82 99 oM & 1Y, Us oFfH & fov fhds axIsi »uv
g fhy I 82 99 M & forT, U o & folU RIeRT # GHIER 31 S ® b
gaq R Us Y 71U, oifh RIT Y M9 I8 ST &1 BIRT & 8 f6 S99 9
Wsurvive@?%?WW%ﬁé@T%%ﬁ%WWW?WW&W,
$El T J U, HEl ¢ J Ud? Hdedl 9 ANg e d B del g9l B

§ g8 w1 A b amu ¥' S A 9N €, fepd Tad ag g1 g8 9 s
% ey oe € 6 S99 o aFi 31, 98 ANl ®I BIIQT 8 96| 396 IR |
PIs ThIF T8] 81 SAP by-products & fTT MUH BIg WH el I91AT Bl Had He-
 fHAMT BT TG T8l G| YT g0 $© P, oAb Sl Hl fhae s
PR TG E, AT W d o 4 gad off 2 &1 TAAY 8 AN 39 fdd P qHLT T&T DR
Al | 3MID! 3AG oIy FH ICTH DI confidence H o1 @MY AT, ITH d1d HIAT
flT%Q oftl 39 federal system Eﬁ@?ﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁé, GWE_\’EIHEﬁ centralize ®Rd
ST I 8 3R I8t S BT ST ©1 3MYBT g1 dIR_Y, 3MYBT ordinance o I
UEel $9db R H [RT survey BRAT AIRYI PO AN &b BRIG & oY, $O dici BI
GIRR MY §9 I8 W BIF 91 32 &1 M7 79 TR F a1 &R 2 &, S99 fhamm
B BRI T8 81, dfch I9-I¢ AN B BIIST BT &RIT IMIT STHIA BT $B survey
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4.00 p.m.

forar f6 fpat o9 a1fge, Y & {6 &1 bamboo T | BTIST &1 Al
2?2 N TP 9IS 7 3P Hal fb T 3T subsidy <9, 3WR I8 3-4 ATl db AT Tt
§T PR 1 § 3R bamboo T IAT 87 &1 MY I B <17 9 A8 I (Y AN
PI IARTE A DI fHa ggel o 3ae g1l 9 980 SUET A Y 8, R Tl
[ & R, A IR G4 PR AT S AR T A PG AT STHT TARTS 7
PHINTT, AT STPT Fe! IRAT 9d13V1 BHR IgT WX & forg H9 anft-anft we1 8 {6 amu
Wmﬁﬁﬂm,mmﬂﬁamendmentw,Wﬁﬁ?ﬁﬂmw
I3T Ah| WX HT US 20-25 ATl & 918 @A &l ol gl I9F forg T | /41 2
3R 1Y P & Hol & Y B HRAT 81 9T &, 1 AT PV Y &b IR H Hd
[T, ¥ ¢ & fFaE F IR 4§ i)

ey § SRy e arg 6 I8 e 9gd IR HAA 21 U ordinance AR
JT e TTBR majority P support I IRT B B Nig 7 IR0 i 89 319+t
et B R F TG R HA B IgI-9gd gIars|

it IM faR Aam (B<INTe): SUMIRT Heled, S J31 dieh &1 auR T,
g% foIg # St SR g

SUFHIT Heled, § 9 4 YA 81 §, 99 4 39 [{d & IR § ¥491 YS g3 o
T9 q AR 999 & T H @l A g9l B R s Tgded I Sl ®Y ol off
el Bl feaiRidl &1 3 BI ger b oy R geR | Al 7 AU gade &
5 g8 ORI 8, 3 € iR I8 FRee o q JHA 8 drell 8, § A9 §
& 9 SE s@ida @I T8l TS @ B

UGN ABIGd, § Ga Udh ¢Isad g 3R o Al © b BIIRIG 3R ABRIE,
H P AN A IS, IS, IRES, I Sl glgddl 95 wed ©, 31 wed A
TN 979 & 98k STANT B &1 SdT i Aged Wt B, e Qfa-Rarsr #
ff IHBT ITANT BT & 3R AN & e S @ik S+ fadrd & forg Y a7 &
ST Sl AU €, S1d d AIbe ¥ AR &, A1 IqP U dgd Aol IYIN Bl &
3R I 3T H g™l BRIl Bl IUGHART AEIed, H FHeIdl § & Sexoiy SavM
AL Sff 3R &0, 7Sl St 7 51 bR 4 F8f comment fbar, § |Heian § 6 go &1
STl g3 B8 W F ArT ¢ ¥ E

el AT 8, oife \ears o1 98 € % one g9 dued Qs & e o fovar=
P BrIST BRI R TR 39 AT SIAT T, 39 F9 S0 & (& <t & fog foa=n
TEHAT gl AT AR 59 A9y & U 811 A &4 ST ge e St iR fpam
P HEl W AT "idhe e St 3@ R g7 o wWa # WY 9f YT HRar 7, A
IA HEl W of SMH 99 FhdT 8, S 899 Bl § AHdT 8, BrraR dlel Bl & Fhdl
g, ®al Al of S IHhdl § YAl 9IEf del W IHD! Sexd 8, 981 < FHdT &l
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[sft 9 foaR am]

S H 307 "R BT B PRAT VB AL, I I G i DI AaeIhal oAl S
T § R foam & a8 9 919 of ST &1 o1, @ SS9 9 &I ST 99171 1347,
g fRART 21 3@ S & 39 FOE & 8 99 9 B9 9 39 98 Ry T8 =W,
YT & fHaE @ Uh sl qoR W e, R SH@! 8 § geras! g iy
S 91 Bl FHSH DI BIRTE BINTG & AR 7 AL I H W1 39 UHR BT B
99T Hb g1 BT W1 fhar ol BiaTe | o &9 o W s Wi fdar o, arfe faedt
UbR B b-Clb - BlI 3fd 59 I& HNGH 3 S, A1 g <97 4, =78 A-3%<¢ &l
g1 HIE SR IS B, 91 39 FIA F IS Y S AN €, S VS Hrarsd frenm,
AR ITD] U A<S] AIbe fHelifll g I 3reel Albe e, A1 SreT $R ard
S fpa 8, S93! 38T ™ Ao, T SH®! oM § derad! 81l R WRGR
P UE AF ¥, AEAT T FAT S B A § SR 8F SN A1 BT S g Bl
feem § & &R W €I UG Ig e 7 f6 g' Ry Sevmufa & Ut S <& '
IR SUNYT & URT ST, dF A &l ST Y Wi dl 31T el S99 Ydh!
FIT JAMURT 87 FT5ded & IR H 3MMT T T 82 FIeded Bl Al 37 X F I@d
g, O T B3 a%g il YT T2 81 ST ¢rgded &) AT F IR 7 wfing, <Rav, a9
SR 31T I© $B GHST UG AT B Ughs A1 FHER <@ IR d9-d¢ 9Nl
d €, ofr RgfRIfT Sud e 81 it S St e ®, St @8t U9 gem ®, SS9
AT BT FHACAT 8, MY Y <RIY 3R I/ FARN 6 a~<aa § 39 Srd 3l M) g™
& fog &9 1 Feq SRIT B .. P E.

AT SUFHINT HBIGd, SHGT f[dd &1 9gd d1 A8 © 3R H |Hsl § ddb
T 99l BT SHGT WG ST 91eql I8 U URRG $eA gl .99 &Y 6.
9 HeNEE BT 1 a8 GALT R & AI-A1 H HAT S Bl qurg WY <ar § P d
ST 38T f9at Y €1 .. @) "

st STUTUF: MTHT THY FH BT AT &, I 39 I3Vl

3t IF fER Jam: ), 39 a0 & A91e0m ¥ 39 J99™ 9 e §Y a9H an
Bl BT BN AR I @) fe RIfT gaveftl 59 9 & o &1 99 9 57 9
B eIy wrrer e, S 91ae & W H Ul a1 $l GHIS BRal §, gdia|

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Subbarami Reddy ji, you can reply. Take

three minutes.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): I will not take much time,
Sir. Whatever everybody has spoken, I will not repeat the same thing. I would like
to know from my good friend, Dr. Harsh Vardhan, whether they have consulted
the States on this. The States are very concerned because it will take away their
powers to issue permits to regulate the movement and felling bamboo within their
States. I want to have clarification on this. Then, I hope, if they have not done so,
the Central Government will consult all the concerned States so that their rights are

not actually hampered.
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Another point is, it will pose a challenge for the forest guards at check-posts
because they may find it difficult to distinguish between bamboo originating in the
forest area and in the non-forest area. So, I think, the Government has to devise

some method by which this trouble will not arise.

The last point I would like to say is cane should also be deleted from the
definition of 'tree' because cane is the long, hard, hollow stem of particular plants
such as bamboo, sometimes used to make furniture or support other plants. So, I

suggest this also to Mr. Harsh Vardhan.

In conclusion, I am suggesting to my good friend that with the leave of the

House, I am withdrawing my Resolution.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You will get opportunity for that.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: No, no, as per the rules ..(Interruptions)...

I have got a right to withdraw the Resolution with the leave of the House.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The leave is not granted now. Sit down.

DR. T. SUBBARAMI REDDY: That is okay. But, with the leave of the House,

..(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You please sit down. There is time for that. At that
time, you can do it. In any case, I have to put it before the House. At that time, I

have to ask you. You have to say it at the proper time. Now, hon. Minister, please.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, I want to make one point. Mr.
T. Subbarami Reddy has moved a Statutory Resolution opposing the Ordinance.
He’s been given a chance. The Minister did not speak about that at all in the reply.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, he spoke twice.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, first he did say that all the Members had contributed
and supported that no Ordinance should be brought in such a manner. It talked about
just consulting the Parliament. The Supreme Court had commented on it many times.

Every time it is done, the House has been objecting to it.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: What is your point?

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, whenever an Ordinance is brought or a Bill is
brought about which Members think that it has no ground at all or is not strongly
supported by the Constitution, then the Minister should give the explanation first as
to why it was brought.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will explain that.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, I am drawing your attention to the constitutional
provision. The Minister is supposed to give in his speech the first note as to why
an Ordinance had been brought in and as to what was the urgency. I want to know
from the Minister how many hectares of land has been brought under bamboo

cultivation in these 23 days.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will give that explanation.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, he should have come out with some kind of note

first stating the circumstances why an Ordinance was brought instead of a regular Bill.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He will respond to that.

S1. B9 qEA: WX, 980 IR AMGY FERl 1 39 ¥ H AU AR Fad by Bl

I have to thank all of them. I thank those who have supported it and even those who

have expressed some apprehensions about it, because this gives me an opportunity
to clear all the misgivings. Some are falsely misplaced and totally, I would say, I
should not use the word ‘absurd’. But I feel so sorry. Probably either the people
who are opposing it have not been able to appreciate the spirit of the amendment

or they are deliberately doing it just for ulterior political motives. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY (Andhra Pradesh): You are indulging in

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him complete. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Let him say that. ...(Interruptions)... Sit down. ...(Interruptions)...

Let him say that. ...(Interruptions)... Sit down. ...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Particularly sorry for Mr. Jairam Ramesh and respected
Mr. Raja. Every party talks about the poor and farmers and tribals. They talk about
it very loudly. And they have been talking about it, I would say loudly for many,
many years. But I really feel shocked that they cannot see that the poor tribals of
this country and the poor farmers of this country are going to be benefited after
this Amendment Bill is passed. I said two-three major things. Even at the cost of
repetition, I would repeat those. This amendment has been brought because we want
to improve the income of the farmers and we want to increase the income of the
poor people. I gave all the statistics also. Whatever we produce, we need at least
twice of that in this country. I also said that there are so many restrictions that have
been imposed upon people over the years because of which there is no encouragement
in this country for people to grow bamboo in non-forest areas. I also made some

small observations about the uses of bamboo, although that was just the tip of the
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iceberg. I will elaborate on that also and then people will be able to appreciate that

if the industry grows who is going to be benefited. Some of the persons have said

fr I8 T 91 TERERI & %I'Q %, corporate world & f%fQ %, industrialists & ]%I'Q
T AT 9993 @l & fog = ...(FdYT ). SIS -9 UH apprehension I8 Wl
expressﬁTHTWﬁ;Wﬁﬂiﬁaﬁa%WurgencyQﬁ?ﬁﬁ‘;ﬂ?ﬂ?ﬁww%
3 TS1 ABAN 8, 59 & b 39 4 B o & g 84 90 ATeA SASR HRAT I,
39 9 @1 3 & forg R A1) Sft &7 WRT & Y F21 9999 BT ISR BRAT T
..(FAYT)... 3] $B AT Gel 7 39 [0 & g4 H Fal [P 8H federalism Bl
& A, 89 WA W consult T8I BRI H AR facts 3MMTh AHT IGT AT& g

H STIRM™ WY S §RT ISTY Y points BT Uh-Teb BReh SR G I Aerdl A1
s qHT Tl B fa=<r © fb g7 fhdt State & 919 81 ®Rd| G99 U H A
PI qAMT dTedl § b 39 W W BT 26 States T 8 respond BT 3R ITH &
ST Bt ARG T 24 States and Union Territories & 89 proposal &1 support BT
gl afy fasft = oppose 0 fpar, S ft a8 apprehension express forar, e S
Re I o appehension express fapa, I78IM B — Kerala raised the concern that

no noteworthy cultivation of bamboo is done by farmers in their State. So, they have

objected to this because there is no noteworthy cultivation of bamboo by farmers in
their State. 314t 4t PV states Q@f %, SRR ﬁ'z‘;’ response &l e %I SREZAID]
one to one basis X AR DG (Forests) @ I8l % Chief of Forests & T meetings
] ?:', State Government & ST meetings gl <&@ %, I active process is on.
Anybody who wishes to see can see the chronological events of when, where and
how many meetings took place. Even after the Ordinance, which was promulgated by
the President, | myself wrote to all the Chief Ministers on 4th of December. We have
got replies from many of them also. Regarding the consultation process, | have to
specify this. When this whole process started, R PO AT el BT He-T oAl
3R anft EARY 987 980 SIR-SIR W &8 &) off f% North-East # election B aTel &,
W%FWW?%%?JTW%,W%Iﬁ‘%WadvisoriesEﬁQEﬁlong Iist%,ﬁﬁ
I A issue P TIT% ¥ — to the State Governments on this issue to make necessary
amends. 39 ¥ ¥ S Ugell advisory 8, SHP! date 14 Hs, 2013 Tl 3T FHST bl
2 P 14 93, 2013 B YR § HH-9F R off, fhaa! IRBR Y IR 98 WAR 39
Y WA & 1 H VA1 BE b I ARPR Bl GAd $ FHY ARARIGRI T approach
forar fp S-S 81 39 gAR forT ax ARTU, a1 udl BT T2 | think STIRTH
IHY Sft BT ATWT T8 M because | don’t doubt his intentions. Maybe, | don’t
know who the Environment Minister was at that time. <Iféh advisories @1 issue &<
BT S ART process &, I8 BARI Ministry I 14.5.2013, 18.5.2017, 19.5.2017, 13.6.2017,
7.7.2017, 12.9.2017, 6.10.2017, 9.10.2017, 23.11.2017 TAT 22.12.2017 HI g3, S official
record H documents SUTE & FAAY WRT WRBR 7 fdTT BT TRIRAT B FHIT §U
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IE 9t A 1% 39 9 & AN fhal Jhellh W § 3R B4 fha-l Seal 39 U™
HRET AIRTI TBT AT Il 4 IR-9R Fard b1 b 30 o &1 /7 STeal o,
‘FIT emergency o, L2l s_cl—*ﬁ STedtl MU ordinance issue fHaT? A9 Fﬂﬁl’q b IR
AT ordinance issue WY o, ordinance % 3fex & foran g3l T 5 Faf we are going
to bring it before the Parliament. 8% A5 I fodl g 1 U1 ¢Isded & WaH
H 91 P! ST JHAE 8 S F aud g Vae &l A feam g § 6
9 de¥ H S9H W1 definiton & 3R SIsded BI JHA BN AT BIIST B, I8
A IMUB! AHSHT TS g The Forest Rights Act, 2006 defines bamboo as a minor
forest produce, whereas, the bamboo is considered as tree as per the Indian Forest

Act 1927. This was found in conflict with the recognition of the forest rights of
the tribals ...(Interruptions)...

IS B AT § Iog HAl; 9T Wifdt iR BRIBH dRE WA
& oy w5t (ot oo Maeny: g iR L (aum)... T3 St Sae © %R €, g
SIRIYI ...(aaem ). ..

SHRI OSCAR FERNANDES (Karnataka): You have to explain to us as to what

was the need ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: That is what he is saying.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: The need was that it was long awaited for
nineteen years, and the people were suffering in India, and you have started it ...
(Interruptions)... We cannot allow the poor and the tribals of this country to suffer
continuously. What do you want? ...(Interruptions)... In ten years, you could not do

it. You allowed people to suffer continuously ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you address the Chair and proceed

...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Hon. Members should listen to me also. I have the
courage to listen to all of you; you should also have the courage to listen to me

...(Interruptions)... 1 am placing the facts on record.

SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY: Don't misuse ...(Interruptions)... Don't

misuse it for cheap political gain ...(Interruptions)...

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: We are not misusing ...(Interruptions)... We have been

given mandate by the people to look after their sufferings.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you look at the Chair. Don't look
at anybody else, and say what you have to say. Don't distract your mind with this

kind of ...(Interruptions)... Do you understand?
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DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Yes, Sir. I wish to clarify, more particularly, to the
former Environment Minister, Shri Jairam Rameshji, about the concerns and the
apprehensions that he has expressed. The Forest Rights Act, 2006 defines bamboo
as a minor forest produce, whereas, bamboo is considered as tree, as per the Indian
Forest Act, 1927. This is clear to everyone. This was found in conflict with the
recognition of forest rights of the tribals, and other forest dwellers, under the Forest
Rights Act, 2006, which vests the forest rights and the occupation in forest land in
forest-dwelling scheduled tribes and other traditional forest dwellers who have been

residing in such forests for generations, but, whose rights could not be recorded.

Further, the provision of the Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas)
Act, 1996, it empowers the gram sabha and bestows the ownership of the minor
forest produce. As per FRA, bamboo comes under minor forest produce. Hence, to
bring harmonization and integration with these two Acts, that is, FRA, 2006, and
PESA, 1996, there was great need and urgency to avoid such misconception about
the different legal positions of bamboo under different Acts. This intervention will
facilitate the implementation of FRA, 2006 also, and PESA, 1996 in the country.
The tribal and the other traditional forest-dwellers will be highly benefited by getting
the forest rights under the FRA.

Then, I wish to tell to this august House the fact that the removal of bamboo
from this list was in great demand for a long time from many Central Ministries,
many stakeholders, such as the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Department of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare, DoNER and other Ministries, including the representations
received from Shri Raju Sethi, the then M.P.,, in 2012, and other individuals. To

name a few, I don't know whether ...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, you have to be brief.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, this is what I could see from the records.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Minister, please be brief.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, this is not an overnight affair which they are
trying to create. This is the Narendra Modi Government which believes in a hundred
per cent transparency, utmost sincerity, utmost dedication and utmost honesty.
...(Interruptions)... We work on these basic principles. ...(Interruptions)... 1 would like
to mention names of a few individuals—Kamalesh Salam of South Asia Bamboo
Foundation, Kamaleshvar Ojha, Sunil Joshi, etc. The need for Amendment was also
reflected in the workshop on ‘Bamboo as a Change Agent’ and in the Global Bamboo

Summit which was held in 2016. That is why the Ministry had been pursuing with
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the State Governments for relaxing the regulatory regime on bamboo since the time

of earlier Governments. That is why I mentioned about all these things.

I would like to give replies to Mr. Jairam Ramesh. ...(Interruptions)... In particular,
this Amendment is for bringing uniformity in both the laws, as I said earlier. All
the village communities using bamboo as livelihood are not covered under FRA
and specially the ...(Inferruptions)... Therefore, relaxation for bamboo in FRA is not
going to give benefit to all villagers and the farmers. Then, it will also improve the
income of the rural people; plantation of bamboo outside the forest will positively
affect the green cover. He also said that the Amendment would affect the income of
the tribals and therefore it was against the tribals. The benefit of FRA is that SMP
and other traditional forest dwellers can collect bamboo from forest area; they will
continue collecting bamboo from forest area. Therefore, there will be no impact of

this Amendment on tribals living in forests. It should be clear to everyone.

He has also mentioned about the CAMPA rules and all that. Just for his
information I would like to say that we are in the process of finalization.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He knows it.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Once finalized, we are going to put them in the
public domain for consultation with all the stakeholders including the public, NGOs
and the Government Ministries, etc.

Sir, Mr. Reddy just now mentioned about cane. The idea of excluding the bamboo
from the definition of ‘tree’ is to promote cultivation of bamboo outside the forest
areas. You know that. This is done because bamboo can be grown and is being
grown outside the forest in the non-forest lands. Unlike bamboo, cane is purely a
forest species which is classified depending on the shade of the tree. Therefore, it
can’t be and is not being grown outside forest. That is why cane is not excluded

from the definition. This is a small explanation for you, Sir.

Those who said that in fact fh TS-9§ HRURE AN DI T BIIST B dTo]
g, al 1 was just trying to get back to the list of things produced which actually use
bamboo. IO gRIeT H, everybody would like to strengthen the rural economy and
we are all with the rural people. Rural people live in six lakh villages. We all seek
votes from them. UTHIOT GRAY H AT, ARpIIH Td &TiTd BRI F I BT =41
gIgalt B ITAIRET — H 99 fo 81 A1 fham & fow wr-an s § — Hial,
Sfer, SR, 981, SR1, Gdoll, GU, S, g, &g, Pard, U, el o 6
TAN ...(FGHF)....

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mantriji, no need of saying all these. Everybody
knows it. f3Y, = § ..(@ET)...
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sft <rola el (HERT): WX, T point of order Tl

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I want to clarify. ...(Interruptions)... They are saying
that we are doing it for a purpose. They have to appreciate and the country needs
to know what they are saying here and what they are saying there. ..(Interruptions)...
Sir, in Chhat Puja, especially for our friends from Bihar, 3 JoTl ¥ dg31l, SR, 3,
g & Raai, Im=aH 7 $i=1 e & foly 9 iR amifoie-aRGiis &raf & forg
forw @1t 8k ...(Interruptions)...

it I g@: W), W_T point of order Tl ...(FAL)...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: He should yield. That is the point.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, for constructional and structural applications,
including traditional houses, bamboo plastic, pre-fabricated houses, poles, paper mats,
bamboo based fibres, fabrics, fibre for yarn, fuel developing areas, bamboo charcoal,
bamboo for paper and pulp, fencing, scaffolding, handicrafts, utensils, baskets, mats,
toys, wall hangers, pencils, decorative items, rolls, containers, agricultural implements,
musical instruments, umbrella handles, fishing rods, screen wall plates, Scetr, Tefl,
DT, Scll, trays, pencil holders, lamp shades, table mats, decorative fans, pole-screens,

tools, vegetable baskets, shopping bags and traditional medicines...
3t I ga: ardl, 99, 1, parell, YU, Bras ...(FadH). ..
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Our two hours are already over.

1. Y g WX, S8 9 P 1 Ui AT ® S 89 29 & IRHEIVERI b BT
® %I'Q 27 aﬁ‘s‘ T T} &Y gl IR EIN f @1 bamboo flooring, bamboo board,
bamboo incense JT JVRE, 9 &9 figaam 9 import XAl Ug Nal %, eH 99 9
% 3fER I ST T PV import PR I &, export T8I R UT I8, RIT 3T export Bl
improve BB import hH PR BT ARBR BT right TE B, R Ig IqD! Eﬂ?ﬁ el

27 Sir, bamboo shoot, vegetables, pickles, power drinks, bamboo leaves as fodder,

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Try to be brief, Mr. Minister. Come to the point.

We have to take up one more Bill. That is my concern.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I have answered each and every issue or concern
that has been raised. If you allow me, I will answer each and every Member.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You need to reply to the point only. You need not
give the detailed list. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI TAPAN KUMAR SEN (West Bengal): Kindly allow him.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You need to reply to the point only. You need not
give a detailed list. Everybody knows it.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Three or four concerns were raised. Firstly, what is this
Ordinance? I think, I have told you in great detail, how long and how desperately
this country was waiting for! And this whole process of sending an advisory was
started by them only.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have already said this.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: We have consulted all the State Governments. I think,
the majority of the State Governments have already acknowledged. I have replied
that this is for the benefit of the poor farmers. I wish to repeat once again..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have explained every point. No need of further

explanation.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I wish to repeat once again that the Government
of Narendra Modi not only believes in 100 per cent transparency, we believe in 500
per cent transparency. As we are committed about the welfare of the people of India,
we are committed for the welfare, more particularly, of the poor people of India, for
the labourers of India, for the farmers of India. We are committed to alleviate each
and every suffering of the people of India and for that, we are not going to bother
about any opposition whatsoever for any reason. If we are committed that we are
doing it for the larger interest of the people of India, we will do it and we have
done it. Sir, with this request I wish to request once again my colleagues, please
remove the political chasma and look at it objectively. This House must unanimously
pass this Bill so that we can send the right message to the people of India, that the
country is united, that the Parliament is united in looking after their welfare. Sir,

I urge that this Bill should be passed. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, with regard to the point raised by
Mr. Keshava Rao, ...(Interruptions)... Sit down. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, I have one point to make.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You obey me first. ...(Interruptions)... Sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Sit down. ...(Interruptions)... 1 am asking you to sit down.

...(Interruptions)... What is this? Why don't you obey the Chair? ...(Inferruptions)...
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, only one minute.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Sit down. I am not worried whether it is one minute
or two minutes. ...(Interruptions)... I only asked you to take your seat. ...(Inferruptions)...
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If you want to control the Chair, it is very difficult. ...(Interruptions)... 1 will decide
whether to allow or not. ...(Interruptions)... Don't do like this. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAJEEV SHUKLA: Sir, I am on a point of order. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I will allow you. Sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Why
don't you allow me to speak? ...(Interruptions)... What is this? ...(Interruptions)...
You always interrupt. ...(Interruptions)...See, an important point was raised by
Dr. Keshava Rao. His point was, when an Ordinance is promulgated and a Bill is
brought to replace that Ordinance, a statement has to be circulated or laid on the
Table of the House. It is a very valid point raised by Dr. Keshava Rao. I verified
it from the office. I have got a copy of the statement. Actually, the statement was
circulated to the Members. I am bringing this to your notice. So, there is no violation.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO: Sir, it might have been sent to your office. But, it is
not circulated here. ...(Interruptions)... No one got it. ...(Interruptions)... But, anyhow,
since it was sent to your office, we are agreeing to it. ...(Interruptions)... It has come
to you, we agree with it. ...(Interruptions)...

3t U9 PR I WX, B A1, d U U PRISY ... (FAYUH). ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: If you say that you have not got it, I will get it
examined again. ...(Interruptions)... However, as per the requirement, the statement is
circulated. ...(Interruptions)... 1 am replying because this is an important point raised
by him. ...(Interruptions)...It should not be left unanswered. ...(Inferruptions)... What
is your point of order, Mr. Rajeev Shukla? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, I just want to make a point. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: First, let me listen to his point of order.

...(Interruptions)...
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, larger questions have been raised. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Point of order has preference. ...(Interruptions)...
I am telling you. I will allow you. I am not saying that I will not allow you. The
point of order has preference. ...(Interruptions)...

3t ToTa o SUQHIRT Helqd, dIRHT 99 | 59 [d & fog 31 e &1

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You raise only point of order.

i} I5fta & AR, H point of order &1 B8 8T §| Hon. Chairman has given two
hours for this Bill and one-and-a-half hours for the next Bill. It is already 4.30 p.m.

How can we finish it? So, the second Bill can be taken up tomorrow. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: No, no. That is not a point of order. ...(Interruptions)...

There is no point of order. ...(Interruptions)...

2} Il ga: IR, Al WRBR B AR W M Uit &, «ifdp s1. gv gg+
S ¥ U1 91T ® 6 R bamboo SUATE X8 TS € IR BIS ¥ & E .. (ag). ..

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: There is no point of order. ...(Interruptions)...

Mr. Jairam Ramesh.

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, a large number of questions were raised, both on
the manner of bringing this Bill and on the substance of the Bill. In thirty minutes
time, the hon. Minister did not dispel any of these doubts or answer any of these
questions. The intervention by his predecessor, Mr. Javadekar, did not answer any
of the doubts or address the questions. In view of the fact that replies, both by the
Minister and his predecessor, are the most unsatisfactory and unacceptable, we are

walking out of the House.
(At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber)
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, what is your question?

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, on the point raised by Mr. Keshava
Rao, if the requirements of rule have not been followed, how can the Ordinance

be replaced?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have already given my ruling.
SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Kindly consider this vital point.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have given my ruling.

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: If the Statement of Objects and Reasons
of the Ordinance has not been circulated among the Members, which is mandatory

under the rules, how the Ordinance can be replaced?
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: It has been circulated.
SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Sir, I want your ruling on this.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I have already given my ruling on this. It has

been circulated. 1 saw the copy also.
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, I shall put the Statutory Resolution, moved
by Dr. T. Subbarami Reddy, to vote. ...(Interruptions).... Dr. Subbarami Reddy is not

here. The question is:—

“That this House disapproves the Indian Forest (Amendment) Ordinance,
2017 (Ordinance No. 6 of 2017) promulgated by the President of India on
23rd November, 2017.”

The motion was negatived.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, the question is:
That the Bill further to amend the Indian Forest Act, 1927, as passed by

Lok Sabha, be taken into consideration.
The motion was adopted.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: We shall now take up Clause-by-Clause consideration
of the Bill. In Clause 2, there is one Amendment by Dr. T. Subbarami Reddy. The

hon. Member is not here to move. So, the amendment not moved.
Clause 2 was added to the Bill.
Clause 3 was added to the Bill.
Clause 1, the Enacting Formula and the Title were added to the Bill.
DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I beg to move:
That the Bill be passed.

The question was put and the motion was adopted.

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA — Contd.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, messages from Lok Sabha.
(D) The Financial Resolution and Deposit Insurance Bill, 2017

(IT) The National Capital Territory of Delhi Laws (Special Provisions)
Second (Amendment) Bill, 2017



