RAJYASABHA [17 August. 2004]

foodgrains were being wasted due to non-availability of storage space. Can we not form
fast-track committees or a commission at the national and State level to ensure that no
starvation death take place in the country?

T urge upon the Government to immediately take necessary steps in the right direction
so that not a single person dies of hunger in the country.

Need to sanction special package for drought relief in Kerala

SHRI N.K. PREMACHANDRAN (Kerala): Sir, Kerala witnessed
unprecedented drought during the early months of this year; a sum of Rs.3847 crores
had been sought as Special Drought Relief Assistance from the Union Government. But
it is learnt that the Government has rejected the request stating that the drought
situation in Kerala is not comparable to the one prevailing in other States. In the meanwhile,
certain other States have been granted drought relief assistance generously. The
Government is being seen resorting to different parameters for assessing the drought
situation prevailing in different States. There is no justification for the denial of special
assistance sought by Kerala. About 1000 farmers have committed suicides in Kerala
during the last three years due to the serious crisis in the farm sector of the State.
Massive loss of crops and regular suicide by farmers have destroyed the backbone of
the agricultural sector and devastated the economy of Kerala. For the last so many years,
Kerala has not been getting enough from the Central Government whether it is drought or
flood relief.

Therefore, it is urged that a special package for drought relief sought by the
Government of Kerala may kindly be sanctioned.
Need to stop the misuse of police and security personnel
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Plight to weavers in Orissa

MS. PRAMILA BOHIDAR (Orissa): Sir, in Orissa, after agriculture,
handloom weaving is the next important vocation for a large number of

tTransliteration of Urdu Script.
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