RAJYA SABHA [18 August, 2004)

1. Notification No. 82/2004-Customs, dated the 18" August, 2004,
seeking to amend Notification No. 21/2002-Customs, dated the 1* March,
2002 so0 as to reduce effective rates of customs duty on petrol, diesel,
kerosene (for PDS) and LPG with effect from the 18" August, 2004, under
section 159 of the Customs Act, 1982,

2, Notification No. 44/2004-Central Excise, dated the 18™ August, 2004,
seeking to amend Notification No. 6/2002-Central Excise dated the 1™
March, 2002, 80 as 1o reduce effective rate of excise duty on petrol, -diesal
and kerosene (for PDS) with effect from the 18" August, 2004, under sub-
section (2) of section 38 of the Central Excise Act, 1944. [Placed in Library,
For (1) and (2) see No.LT.724/04]

SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
Due to changes made in Schoof Textbooks by Central Government

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, we will take up the short duration
discussion on the situation arising due to changes in the school textbooks
by the Central Government. Dr. Murh Manohar Joshi will initiate the
discussion.

¥ gl wEreT ol (v WRv) ¢ Suwwmfy off, M ©F wga &
g av wuf = @1 Profg R & ok w9 ) o=t & fag o 99 9w
faar &, Sa¥ o & smuwr s &1 e S-dw WSl F wwew ¥ gRT R
LI I W-9E TE UE, g A st
foar &, S99 3w & 9 Y Rewex &

.}%
%

IYEARY WRITY, AT WHY TR FT U6 AR &, O FEIH 12 T P
gaiie fsar arl 9w g ¥ ¥ ux oET &- *The issues of communalisation
and inadequacies of history textbooks of the NCERT have engaged public
and academic attention for a long time.* & ¥ sivar fF @ ed e
fmmt ¥ ¥ §F aveR ¥ g g | vw ¥ fradk of ff ofr o aw grgEmw T
oI TET or o 9 e fsd 4 f, 7 ar fht vk <dven A, T R ded e 9,
7 faredt R dwar A, 7 5l aEe) Hwr A v o el swer o Rl oft o @
AR At & B e 9 of & 5 TRt § givgite A & ar sivafiear
¥ GROR T Y T U $Er 4T, SE G K Ao T o, fF s o R vy 50
grEg-ywEt ¥ Sofere grfl, Wi ¥ faars orfl, T wrer ot
¥ ARt ¥ fame B O oud AR ¥ v Wi, v 9w gurat, afe
¢ A Rrema o ¥ 9 2 ard) AR @ wer ¥ w oo Saar
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SRF P TR T fr T Araaad i s T W R am ¥
faq? a7 % qger o o oF 3@ - "If they so recommend, the Government will
direct the NCERT...," =1 Rste w¥? ar #wd & - "Even as the processes are
initiated to address the long-term remedial measures, including reconstitution
of the Central Advisory Board of Education, and the initlation of the process
of curriculum framework review, as a short-term measure, it has been
considered necessary to do a quick review of these books by a panel of
eminent historians.”

s o sy wdlviv v o, weeh “For removing distorted and
communally biased portions." gadl, "For inclusion of short passages which
will fill in the gaps that some of these books are supposed to be having or
could develop after the removal of the aforesard mentioned passages.”

FE F 7 qerpie ™ o) WL W HWOR, W oLee. Bare ol W
gou ¥ T ¥ St O wdvm A - $RwT AT ot ¥ wiam soug £
she s aoor 27 alix AN o B oo ¢ § iR o of smfovwsd &, R

1. TR WEq B e £ "The relevant specialists at the NCERT
may be entrusted with the task of searching out alternative reading material
available in the market as well in their own institutions which may be
reviewed by the panel, The specialists of NCERT may prepare a tentative
advisory on the current texts which could be worked upon by the
panel.” R i g fram A R i A, s F oA
S ygr T AR o war & o ¥ R AR e B g w owt wnd
FLRIME i o1 el TR ¥ R auw aff s, 9w 9 aw aw
gqmmmm#mamtmmmmmm&m

|

To9 29 AFT A "In view of the exigency, the NCERT may consider
reprinting only for this year the book on 'Modemn India’ for Class 12 by
Bipin Chandra with minor updating if considered necessary.*
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W, Tvor 37 AT o AT T TT Reamr & ot v g &, TR QIR

£ g% T & feom, 9 Fo a9rn & O A9 AT = @Y 9aen R, =i
¥ oo o o foraar vt €1 &Y woor & 5 oo o fraw fordt shg o fse
U fo o fira ol WY, % A @@l f5 - "There is only one alternative
reading "Medieval India® by Satish Chandra, NCERT. An advisory on this
sort of book may be prepared in ¢onsultahon with the panel and circulated
amoengst teachers and students®

fafer =y wEew ¥ W A wEw f w-ame @ g& # ofr o A
aremge v Ay w7 9 vz &1 gEfey o @ end, Sud oriifow i
TER &, et s aifity, o ol St aga e &1 S @1 Twd

S-AfRrETE T Y a7 ) o @ ¥ meﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁl 5 T
o & @ 5T & R v A9 owd o9 gF o Awr o9 RO & s g7 @
yrd ¥, 99 389 W A FTENGE 4R Ao ATt &1 umel aw o & 5 v
T g @ Medieval India by Meenakshi Jain # & g8 R % g fewfrar
F & Y SaaRR fRuftrat 4ff §, A samd.ga . A am | yed oy gET & W)

T STae Ay o g 7| Y 9F a9 o8 vd ¥ R A 9 o 39y AR
¥ amafir & & He cites the index of errors which states, amd ga.s 7 ot it

it states, “Kabr appears very briefly in this pook., Only one
sentence 1s devoted to him." Now, the author says, 3ng 3™ @) fHaa o
afd & a7 &1 PR a9 O 125, 126 ux &4, o ferem &, "an important group
of sants flourished in the Hindi-speaking North, between the 14™ and 18"
centuries, devoted tc the Nirguna, an atinbute-less divinty. Among them
was the weaver, Kabir, often regarded as an apostle of Hindu-Muslim unity,
bom in Banaras and brought up in a Musiim family, probably towards the
end of the 15" century. Kabrr was opposed to all forms of orthodoxy,
whether associated with the mosque or temple. His works composed in an
old Hindi dialect, are found in the Adigranth, the Panchvani and the Bijak.
Kabir is considered the spirtual preceptor of all subsequent North Indian
sants." g 2w & R & gmeg, amwrew &= Rar o e £7 'Kabrr
appears very briefly in this book.'

[THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA) in the Chair.)

1% # 9 e &) & % an § camr www ol grt ud A d
T ok Semreer @Y § e et &) Twwr w9t "Professor Grewal thinks
that Emperor Akbar's prohibition of the slave trade is not mentioned in the
textbook. The author says - on page 200, it is clearly stated- *In 1562,
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Akbar forbade the then prevalent practice of his troops keeping or seling
the wives and children of rebels. However, tha prohibition proved impossible
to enforce. Akbar's conquestis ensured the slave trade a steady supply.”
T aN AU Rtaryr s T ol e . g ot Y €1 9
wiirs ¥lsmamarrsrAaa §E T aiwae s d arafi & w1 s &
Firee § AT far or or i ey o, AW B AN, o T wm A e
¥ T o o oft F)

f5r =8 T ¥ ¥ 'Professor Grewal objects to the claim that the
awesome military apparatus of the Mughal State was meant to recapture
and re-conquer rastive people and territories. He counters that the Army
was intended to provide security against foreign invasions. Professor Grewal
is unable to substantiate which foreign powers or adventurers threatened
india in the Mughal times.' Sgsr o8 gxeter = ¥ & aRT W f&fh ¥ &
T R ES I AT T W T S R A aw Y |

TEdt frae ¥ a¥ F & qrw ff woER w €, gt e o ¥ Ry
IR W ARy P D I fIdR s e, M w
arafy 2 ¥ T e & & wer dfow § gwer Fe Y v €, "Have you
aver thought how human beings Ived on earth in ancient times?" W o=y
sy o 7e@ 9 % oo ®Er 2, ar gx &, "At that time, there were no
televisions or radio, no railways or buses or cars. For a long time, humans
didn't know how to read or write. But how do we know about people who
lived such a long time ago?'sw 94 & a¥ wzr difay, ‘At that time, there
were no televisions or radio, no buses or cars’ I y¥ WA ¥ RAadia 7 w0
% AruETEE AT e T &7 wur Ay & o yEeY ge™ ¥ fag @ o ¥
gt ) gia & o ¥

v oe foran wmar 8, "The old Iranian culture and refigion were
similar to those of the Vedic people. The names of Gods and various rituals
were similar. This ancient religion was called Zoroastrianism." s ¥ vzl
f5q, "about which you will learn in detail in the lesson on 'Religions of
pecple in India.' wHEY 21 ¥ | aw R gar 8 *you will learn in detail." w=™ W
w-gH-weirg ) qrgae o Tt o sy W €1 3P ¥ Preey oof £, s e
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥w ugrw wsd &1 Zoroastriasism ¥ y¥ ¥ vy wgrw wed § v eh
¥ | e F Y F o o 1 gemfe % AR # ) o 49,
¥ wX ¥ ff ot i, dfow, fafeor & R F, ot ¥ o F, b

%2

W wFErlt 1 aw saR agams § ¥ | -t @  wikg ) sy ved §
zﬁmgflﬁﬁwmt.mﬁwwmmﬁWﬁ
F o |
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¥ 99 97 FH T &, *Chandragupta Maurya was the first King who
brought almost the whole of India under one pohtical authority. The credit
for this unification of the country is rightly given to Chanakya. He was the
teacher of Arthashastra in Taxila, which was a famous centre of learning in
those days."

o9 wEY & 5 g Q¥ 4N BT wer Y| S T R &7 e 4
a7 i o A ¥ v 93T WEIoT Wi e, 2w @Y v s & A ' 3
SN | gHET ST I, WO WY R HE ab aff ¥

Wi ET R T T o W ¥ o F e &
The Satavahanas established a number of Budhist Monasteriss. Budhist
temples called Chaityas and Monasteries called Viharas were built. The
most famous Chityas are those at Karle and Bhaje in Pune, Maharashtra.
wea ¥ 5 "gol, sewrg” @) ger |71 =i gt ofw werTr & anudY T ARy &7
wel ford % ax 4w wwr &7 Ry ¥ o, & gt =i &, vt &7 79 w®e #t &
framat & wrefergt fretelt o A ¥ Y 1Y se #t o vt o vt # i wer o
wEfFAITERN AN E A i mm o we Frfadc v O
apdt ¥| fov ®er o & fr froy % 99 T 49 §, o wer 9 wwm
Ao Hrof &, The earth was regarded as a mother who feeds and sustains
the lives of her childran, Therefore, she must be regarded. == &, Tu®r
TS T | AT 9 ooy w7 Mg v gl @), e Hor B Ao 3
I, A IR A AN &, e T WA SHi b, Fr o s AN A M F ™A H A
A Q7 99T ARGYA 9 w8 Y7 T 59 ARG 97 B 9y T H#er one? e
TAF! FOORT 9 @ VY7 e fFom §F 9 @& wer far sy war Twr afr ndt
wiil? & TETEH & 3w THE Sty A i w=i & sigw Jwwfa v wngwid
&7 wraas qor Fiffa 8 SR s g5t wer o @ & 5 v §Y ) A9 @Y e W
ary | 3w & ufy, gfy & ofr smevy W Mg T T T wer 21 At g ¥ efew
aE FET o & S o ¥ T, S ¥, R 9 ¥ g & f T, 9 gfmr
# onf &Y g & AT W, W F I w® 7 ooy § A g wwd € 9 wer
g F9i? Fifr ot 9 AR 2 A 9o ot &1 ATt e F dwwl,
AR - 4 G wakra #f ¥ ¥ zue) Wer 7 v vefae o WwRER B
wer Td F0| 95 - aF &7 v R civilization = WY gy TR #
foram o & the rivers like the Ganga, the Yamuna, the Saraswati, the Indus
and the Satle) are mentioned in the Rig Veda. The Saraswati was
considersd as the maost sacred nver. &Y ¥, THST FoT &7 | @& 17 ofdw wrR
st & o gEeY wer ¥? Al FRSY A T § W v B | & O gemeg o
wﬁmglmmmmﬂwﬁwﬁﬁmﬁtmmtlm
mﬁmmﬁwqﬁwtmmﬁww ¥ fog amy
qfera o #, 7 ) uitw Aoy ¥ gufee a ¥ | ang wEd ‘Eﬁrm
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%11 The Saraswati was considered... 39 ¥=ER ¥ 17 W & w7 % o =
3 Wt sy R W | AR e o W B uf¥E JEr A an) T8, 2w ¥ R
v & AfE ¥ fae, A ¥ wddf ¥ R, Tu ¥ Aeegel et g R ¥ A
# ey a1 7 2 oF, D & AT o a0 v B %, R i apor ww Y
WOR & FRT a7 O B Dty &F oft ¥ # 5o e suT e 5 et oy
o # 1 vl dad or B A wdm| =N R waer ¥ ded | wer
The child marriage was unknown. One could marry the person of her own
choice. The wife and husband were part of all social and religicus
ceremonies. Women were respected and some enjoyed even the status of
Rishis. Father's property was inherited by all his children. T¥@ T ST T &
f¥ amy % weT DY A Women were respected and some enjoyed aven the
status of Alshis. =t wer 7 Far aF Rrarn o € 5 3w ¥ i wftoeh R
woora Tt @ 8?7 T aE qarn onen fR AeT F qfted ey & oenger A et
TH? ¥ W g7 O TRE qH . .

wrdt ghrr orelht £, o TEd € oW weor 1 Y ' A7 ww ww FReatvr X
U ARG § W 9 OT OT, 9 T W 2| Y 8 a7 wae onr & fy aes

unknown. ¥HA % o werm ¥ 5 awl fmw ¥ A ¥ ©h sl gow @ faw
Y ¥ g i O o7 sy aor Y e

t, 3 Reme | PR g ¥ eI, FE wE ¥ FOY v 5 Ry At Sl w
framr ¥ TeM ¥ T AT (F S aT R wEY O ot ¥ a9 dwemgete
Ft o § IFmE 59 RO ¥ aiEw, §Y 3ar ¥, SS9 o, SRy &t
7 faft ef ue fpehl Hefy o AR o Y &)

t 5 ™ R ¥ S sRfre T w1 ST qem & WY 9 6 g @
sftarae feadde o faay mor v andy &, el WReR 7 aF s & ¥ iEvyT,
‘Regta” o amew $n F Bee - & dFt gt @Y o A% 4

7z & "frogRer | fagwea off aplt g Ty £, oET o s

. Tl % | wr fo o =% T fF TueE A4 e
o ff Prawr ¥ 9w fawr - "aEte dx £ fpre, 5 B Bl 3
W darq § oiw 3w ¥ o F o fvar &, oY ofieh fmrel
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o1 T A TR T e ¥ i At widt @Y at et dow ar f T, afe
I arger W Ao Tl F @ ¥ R e it g &, “Tehae Sagdeee der
Ty a F & Tor " T fugt foreht 6 ord ot

“Dear Shri Arjun Singhji, we understand that NCERT Publications
Departmant is going to print and publish a book under the title, Global
Educational Change, a compeandium of international documents, We also
learn that Mr, J.S. Rajput will be the Editor-in-Chief of this. We are of the
view that this is not proper for the NCERT to do it, particularly at a time
when you have taken up the task of detoxification in the fisld of education.”

i wr Sifee &7 afY g & oY 5w eleeetyd & W o
ot #, % yodt W F @) 7 & o ® sreamE B aF g7 T A wEges
T # Jr 4o &Y @ F R g R § - o R, deee e
AR € o ¥ orwamae, w7 £ ot slgwdwe o @t 3R -
st iy ey & ¥ ofiv =T or et & ww¥ "Leaming the Treasure
Within® - g8 & Rard &, wger 33 A & gt 311 Intemational Conference
on Education, 44™ Session - % ¥ W1 TN & fTEEEA FEEE §7
International Conference on Education, 45" Session. Education Sector
Strategy, Priorities of Strategy on Education, Literacy and Primary Education,
the Dynamics of Education Policy-Making.

W o ey ¥ far & cifdaw ¥ & ol oy iy e g owr
dgay &, @19 O Sifte 87w for # ) &, o s wnw e € B
TES! UIET d7 B T | THST BT Wy IR ¥ w47 fhafeg? s e el fsam
¥ ¥z ¥, Ay el 1 figw & SR o o ¥, fig od-wrer 9 Wil
wi¥ awy &, o o e f AT ¥ &7 R wer & g7 AT w4 AW &, e
Rrarer oot TRETT &1 7E 28T o veT & 0 qRe ¥ Ay A A ar g gRw A
et ARY B 45 W Ry & v Aemeels ARg Y % wr Rar &) g
Ra o § & W far ¥ o I AR gy g 3w &, 8000 Wi BT 5T
e &, of Al AR 77 o o wga fremer AR e # B e fad wRe
w e ¥?7 ¥, aifedt suey A ovdy & wify wned o forar ot
fgene w1 wnd sRerw ot &) figv 7 o g ¥ A o W BT g
¥ o figT =1 B s ¥ o ax St Wk w1 3w &) R g aRe
w1 o ¥, § & urey oft 95 & gy g4 g1 "Marx Angels, The First Indian War
of independence, 1857-1859. Progress Publication®, #fv®y %1 oar gam & R
A FH AR T e, ar Hag dw g

"Indian society has no history at all, at least, no known history.”
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ar o known T & & wof, o gooft gl el o el @ 7 wfee 9w
ﬂ‘sﬁi‘:ﬂrw Y IEET faer faar oo oY TRt oY 3 SO W AT o
o 2

*What we call history is but the history of the successive intruders
who founded their empires on the passive basis, that unresisting and
unchanging society. The question, therefore, is, not whether the English
had a right to conquer India, but whether we are to prefer India conquered
by the Turks, by the Perslan, by the Russian, t0 India conquered by the
British." &g AR &7 %97 AR T g ¥ aw o wifonr # @ = g

‘In 1875, Guru Tegh Bahadur was amrested with five of his
followers, brought to Dethi and executed, The official explanation for this as
given in some later Persian sources is that after his return from Assam, the
Gury, in association with one Hsafiz Adam, a foliower of Shaikh Ahmad
Srhindi, had resorted to plunder and rapine, laying waste the whole
province of the Punjab." ¥ 7% #7 wergy Ot & a¥ § ey o7 w1 & AR 7w
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UGl W T&T ¥ O & BT % aF P9 A persian source ¥, o SuHT BF
wrarE Tt st AT 41 source wETT AT AREY T O TEEY ¥ WY ¥ ofk W
e 97 ¥ 491t o 78y fiE Y R waw faw fagmi O guy R F =ui o
T & geT % & out ¥ ov 8 Suer Hv waw & ) v o9 ewd = yeast
&Y qeer ar O ff # qEar] T g e o off | 9o v e A
Tl VBT & ol sl el ¥ awm Uy e ofl A g Rwh s @ 9%
g &, R s a7 o1 @ framt ¥ O e e AT ot st =
fear S| oot RarT o 4 F FW gwg g fear ¥ | o TR 9 a9 &
% SN TR 9 Aom ¥ ..(UWg A "6, 99 99 99 #9591 e @
T g & N A e L, ' A ' o 9w uee O
T o F H®uar Aed ot F B off) A g
FAT | gOT oY IFT FaT & gty & 6 off | g FEd § 5 dsw dhlww
FIeat®, 3R FHfert weafs o e A7 ot e B wrewe =l Sy aEr
o7l AT ¥ P AF UGN wiEd El A9 & N T AEREAr SOF O &7
STE A Aldw o B IR 7 fR, Rgun v sud wefaa €, ur worm g &
wrel B GO s Ty &) w@=h oft, fgw w=h ofl, o e FeE g ¥ 9§ &)
Tz F 7 forar g9 € i 7@ o mm o Ry ROwE wie, € ARTYR A AR
T & N R A F FfR-fEr w0 g o .. (=), & oo & oft 3 e
TE & o} ot so forar &, 9w gud T & o T
9gT o7 Y1 T ST AT AT T gWh B Y F wgrar
o, weT o T ¥, Y & ggrv aw 't gt o maey | Ry @er T & wE

5 usT 5 our ¥ fomn, 57 qwaey 7 87 e wn ISt ¥ &) o
aRY % gt ¥@ A €, qant By e & 27 9d wor v iy aRRme
T & v g e 9, AfF SEY o R % uRhe wwa &
F A O ERY 9, 7R b 98 = o
o e & fe ahe wRa § i @
T o, WR URb TE @ o orl g9e Ty e g aed §7 (v At
o). Suwanmy o, o7 vga e Rya L, v F Ry Y Wit L, evF @
S Y o % Wil us v

Uy (31 WAty arrefEan) ¢ e & e F g %) 99 9| oI §)
HIHT F1EY way 8 77 &, guley ey |EeT w7 R PRy &

TT. el FAET St . Suwarmy off, ¥ R s e, 9o 39§
T §AY o A SIS €1 &N F) FH W) €W F Tiew|

ot Repw vt (e ) - ¥ v 1 R Fiator e @ E)
BT, TR AR Sl : ¥ AW ¥ wfasy @ warer &

15
Z
3
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SUTIETY (s delty argtiday) @ 2fw oo wEw T g ¥, o R
W q59 BT, T TaF far 57 A o 4 7% |9 Y, O ST ST T
Ay ¥, o v ¥ T ¥

BT, geelt weeR i) @ SuwrTemy oft, # «irsT afT ugew wmwew €1 AW ww
T 5 g 2w ¥ o 4fde qaiie ¥, o wgehew ¥ afR qaie weied & g
e = FR.H.IET Aldinge i o geasw F #Ea §, It meant that the
devotees completely surrendered to their God. This practice can be
compared to the complete dependence of the tenants on the landowners.
Just as the tenants offered and rendered various services to the Lord and
then received land and protection as kind of favour from him, a similar
rolation came to be established between individual and his God. Since
alumnus of feudalism persisted in the country for a very long time, bhakt
came to be desply embedded in the Indian ethos’. T 2w ¥ wysfoet ot
o? e ¥ fFa vu 9§ foar 87 wify Ao oEw § B |t $ e A
gefae, daeferm, faftemr wa 20 Wifdar €, =7 20 % o7 o & =R oR oE
& O Ao ity W ot v aRifeon § e | g ot aentt
e R F A § T e BN T o, A A v T § W A uw
Ay T & % 7 amt i gom) 3R 3w A wue ¥ R afer wme wyefeew 9 &
7 BN wRire Samdt ot v W W 9, T wgoiaeT Sreadt | Yo
gY 4, geile wgsfaes dmedt & ¥y gr 97 4Y godiee &1 fa o el
# ¥ & | R gRE AfRy gt #F qet F it g7 47 W= v W 9
}? ¥ wysfaon Wandt ¥ MRfesn 97 v v ¥ &M ®©F ¥ Wt
W minvarwmivaigfe a3 ofRvi o gw v F Lo
0 i A gfie I Jempy frEh, TR @t g @ aew ol o Tl
T4 A0 91 59 3w 9 gfe & duww faaer o) R e onar &
wEY, ug o g ¥, a7 O alw wpfr ¥ . (armm)...

ST (3 Hw )  aET XM Tr TRU P e aw Owg ¥
fr 2% fram @ ant off @ #ie v ¥ §, e rwew ot i ol AR ol

ot g aifdariz o o ot Ty ot ¥ s o & RuTTT oY wey &)
Iy T ey | oo L. (eur)...

1. R AT Wil Suwhrer oft, o oF AR ¥ ERT TEEE 3
& WY 8 Tl ol L (Saer)..

SuwareRy (it Wiy argifaan) ¢ o Sfedd g e e e W)
o ¥ ...(wmmae)... oiw o waF w97

1. YR wEET A . Soaaend o, ol o g9 w59 o v 8, uw
W e g &, A w99 e ¥ vy ¥ ¥ 99 99 wueear ¥ wgo €, o
i off v ¥ fapere 3 L..(uam)... @ o gwd a0 o, R o wa o g2
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warar o T &, fad sy ol & v Yad s o e b L ().,
¥ oy Y X ¥ .. ().

Sywanay (o daiw IR | saer waew & % smues e Rva o
¥, A SHE AT §HY o0 wEd ¥ aw a9 va uer W Ao ues &, 39 o
¥y ... ().

1. gt W ot} | o 3R ey g¥ | a8 wEw Ao |Ee Y R
¥ St ¥ v oE oo wfte| & aEer ff iy T W o 39 afde)

guanay (o W avR) . o Ty ¥ et O e w23
.. (STREFY)....

1. gt wevee Sl e Y g ().
o faww ot . Ay I & AR .. ().

oqaeRy (it dalfw ey Oy 9y, waw S fEer 9Ey e
¥, wr sgv)

W, el T Il evredy oY, 9w ar wwE BRi ol o & e
¥ fog o Biar § ... (sruF)...

Suareas (off oy iR ¢ o ww o § fy sefafifes W
Tt farar o e ¥ Ao A 3 €1 R ang fSeiet it =iy o\
&9 ¥ RS o) 30 W °ng W&? AN 37 gy A amvesr Prer o & o
TRT AT AT A gF ¥ v A # ot ag wv v § 5 anw iy o wa
oF Ao e ¥ .. (). T g faer e ¥ fieny Y L (aEaE)...

1. guell wvew ool : el oft, st Rawat uv ... (wma)...
off e it © awmafy oft, o Wewagel famg & ._.(ErT)...

wywaregy (it vy amyifdw) - # ot g7 ar s g L (EEe)...
AT AT T T T @ & - per afw i oo o A oy #
-..(=rTar). .. Bfere w7 o ey €7

off Ry ot : ¥ IF TET A ¥ 5 T e f ¥ w39 F o
famal ov FEw Wt | e gF ¥ Iw wEegl g # o faw g'«m’r
far o var €, o ¥ Seoa fsar o T &, oRfy ¥ v ¥
R T i FX ¥ e A wer anar € L (saee). . E"‘INT

¥ _..(ema)... )

ﬁ
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sft st ¥. Yo (TR udY) : wElEy, ure W wEy wR aERd 4 s
TRt amAsE e RE s, ooz M AT e AR Far
T H# puviar # Ryl

Suenngn (S Wy argiRm) ¢ T o o ey A€ ¥ o uE
rraT oo e X

. et wEeT St ;. sueemmy oft, & aga @ intervene wwar § v
g R W o ReT age wEwget Br & o o i 9 wevaget g &, o
¥ 9ET o7 99g o ¢ WD g aw e vyt Rew b aw dw ol @
wHiftrr e #) ey 57 At # o gw 30 & g g &, Al ARE o Prfor
BT ¥, < 3 ) aaRewe & seftne vt < B 0 §, S 3T aRom anor fivm
¥ v twrh o fiee #1 oo 3 s e ¥ & F Sor Aot 3 v wem O
2o ¥ | Iuwaremy of, o & &« i o e g £

oy (o wow s # ang 7 ARl T F Sav oo Y
A aren, § Haw wag W T o7 W g1 & F A ¥ Rk aft quT ¥ 5 ao w
fisa @ AR |t Fif% unlimited time 27 2t AN yrax i &)

. e AR it ¢ # unlimited time et g

uEargy (o0 Wy arRm) : so 97w R fr ama o 5 RAfe
wifav, 10 e afdg)

1. ool weew Al @ ¥ 10 e ol gvim) Suenee weiRT, s ARy
far faer oY oot B W 1948 F awi RveRwer & convocation i T
FET o1, ARG T I AN AT O gy F w9 wur o an| =R
wET o | am proud of India, not only because of her ancient, magnificent
heritage but also because of her remarkable capacity to add to it by
koeping the doors and windows of her mind and spirit open to fresh and
invigorating winds from distant lands. India's strength has been two-fold;
her own innate culture which flowered through the ages, and her capacity to
draw from other sources and added it to her own.*

*| am proud of our inheritance and our ancestors who gave an
Intellectual and cultural pre-eminence to India. Now do you feel about this
past?®" He is addressing the Aligarh University. "Do you fesel that you are
also sharers and inheritors of it, and therefore, proud of something that
belongs to you as much as to me? Or do you feel alien to it and pass it by
without understanding it or feeling that strange thrill, which comes from the
realisation that we are the trusteas and inheritors of this vast treasure? You
are Muslims and | am a Hindu. We may adhere to different religious faiths
or even to none; but that does not take away from that cultural inheritance
that Is yours as much as it is mine." g% cultural inheritance & forg &t ang
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g2 aed ¥, g ¥ s & ang o W ¥ 5 amw 3 39 cultural inheritance &Y
T g TRy &7 ... (FEE)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): w7 8o oy
He can protect himself. He does not need your protection.

M. el 7Y Sl R wEr o v € fF fige A o siaulr
ywrat ¥ g% @ &t The report says..(nterruptions)... reading between the
ines A gt e P IR g umaer W eI o g wr &, g
v % g 1 FEdt &, "Thus, it cannot be doubted, particularly in view of
the Constitution Bench decisions of this Court that the words 'Hinduism' or
‘Hindutva' are not necessarily to be understood and construed narrowly,
confined only to the stnct Hindu religious practices unrelated to the culture
and ethos of the people of India, depicting the way of life of the Indian
people. Unless the context of a speech indicates a contrary meaning or
use, In the abstract these terms are indicative more of a way of life of the
indian people and are not confinegd merely to describe persons practsing
the Hindu religion as a faith.” It is & way of life, g% “ifa =T gfewior 21 7%
adl & forg oY ufsT W 7 FET % “We are the inhentors of that great culture.”
IH WiEphe qeeRT BT 30 g 3 T ¥ AR g T IF aRdTar &, F6
w7 indianess &, B FE fiRkafraa §1 o sno A 50t 8, aw T 2 D,
afhet 97 AT & JomIRT & St % Remw F wailer B iy, S 3w ¥ AonE &
g ® yanfga B o) Eemafd, argufe, aroeh dpf i o g 9t R
e @Y 59 2w ¥ homamr s w6l oo wfty i 9w o e ¥ sivy e =
¥ fET FET ST & 5 Erer Rl A w a0d @t 2 afte, 1931 &t @i
YA dor AR TSR AT I g M F I F AT T I ANR
AR & HS BT BT FA B ANEY, T FAE F URT e FF (VSR 359
& . FEEER, T .06, Y iR 3 & umhniardarni

# qft fd ot o, e w1 7w wer §- The  task
before the Committee was recognised to be both difficult and delicate.
There was a consensus of opinion both in the committee and in the pubiic
that responded to the questionnaire that the colours of the Flag should not
bear any communal significance. While it is true that the Congress never
countenanced any communal interpretation of the colours of the Flag, the
fact remains that when it was originally conceived the two colours chosen
namely red and green, were selected on this basis and stood for the Hindu
and Muslim Communities, and later the white colour was added being
meant to stand for the remaining communities of India, the Sikhs had all
along objected to this assortment of colours etc.etc.” RFmuT ax oY wET or
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5.00 p.m.

& Tl @7 7 @7 wygiedor & 9 o €1 "It remains for the committee
now to approach the question of colours and device for the National Flag
whoily from an aesthetic and heraldic standpoint. We feel the fiag must be
distinctive, artistic, rectangular and non-communal. Opinion has been
unanimous that our National Fag should be of a single colour expect for
the colour of the device. If there is one colour that is more acceptable to
the Indians as a wholse, even as it is more distinctive than another, one that
is associated with this ancient country by long tradition, it is the Kesari or
saffron colour..."

This Is the report signed by all these people. amor ag wed ¥
& Safforn is a dirty word. 3% vwd ¥ 4w emw & 7 wEv w6 AW ¥ wem an
W §1 IF FOX B A Y § doaigdee, ARy war aw AR ¥
gt Aty seri AR P ot or ol S g 3w &
siEv| anfew % # Trregs o, of 7w viiwy g e o 1003 ¥ "R o
AR & HUT ATor 6T o1, Iy sON squ AN ury X, g WY Wi #
¥ o= wwr v -

“The history of India that we read and memorize for our
examinations is really a nightmarish account of India. From which
quarter can we derive our life-sustenance when we learn that our
tie with our own country is 80 insignificant? In such a situation we
feel no hitch whatsocever in installing others' countrias in place of
our own.

By not viewing Bharatavarsha from Bharatavarsha's own
perspective, since our very childhood, we lsam to demean her and
in consequence we get demeaned ourselves. An English boy
knows that his ancestors won many wars, conquered many lands
and did extensive trade_and commerce; he too wants to be an heir
to the glory of war, of wealth, of success in commerce. We learmn
that our ancestors did not conquer other countries and did not
extend trade and commerce; 1o make this fact known is the very

purpose of the history of Indla...*

wiverr o o gy wred §, S ol vl e e awer @Y
IHeT G890 W A T8 (| oy AR & Ay F w0 Al ¥ dww, e
Tt oy % ol WRT ¥ Sl ¥ W F qw ¥ Rig aftmrT S T 9
& | A Spf, i e, Ww oY R dw 4 W 3O giv
71 o &, 5 b Y ¥ o W Rufy ¥ | Y e F v Wi
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Y %37 AT I Y 5w AW § fwr & e 8 7 wwarl "What
our ancestors did, we do not know; therefore, we also do not
know what we ought to aim for. Therefore, we have to imitate
others. Whom should we blame for this? The way we get our
education since our very childhood, the way you are trying to
educate the children of India, Mr. Minister, with every passing day
we get increasingly alienated from our own country &ill a sense of
rebellion against the tand of our birth overtakes our mind.*

ar ¥ TS i Ty TR T wE & - -"And the endeavour
to form communion with others, and the effort to harmonize
divergences and contradictions within one's own fold are the basis
of ethical and social advancement. The kind of unity that the
European civilization has opted for 18 discord-centred; the kind of
unity that Bharatavarshiya civilization has opted for is concord-
centred..”

AP N GFF WG YA & ey s AT ¥ suad off, e aErew
g &1 ...(F)... U8 o0 6 ¥ qwas & "t sreggq 91, R o 2 el
ofdgr ¥ iy wwaay 7 #, I ' T emy uir| fad e e ot &1 g
AR & forr gad & & ) T oRrr @ few g T &1 Y a7 )
femg ) -IRT ¢ e TEF aiER W uURT ¥ Tl R B 3T ware
¥t AT -8 o) waw ¥ -aiRe vd el our Ae AR W T &7
e &Y uge TR UgTIT WG, YR 9RO, SIR®T ugrar Wil N ugT 3
afwr dr ¥ 5 wEd o o arow ofdw ggTd, WU ol uw, soer faer
N Hamr | ABTAT YT R @ E Tl ¥ - a6 ¥ gfivar] -7 A
R 7 awiwT] waE ardie SR freT At AT ae AeY et 91 ¥ 3w
TG.? T AW T TNE W U, 1 AV A G WE BT YA FAT WY, w47 2
¥ 99 wRE o7 gfere wany omeml A ol gwrer & e % oot fre e 3R wmT
€, ify e o gua! & ¥ § ofiv amifore e o Rt & I 3 a8y
P w ¥, afar § s wr '§I #Wmmgmmﬁﬁ‘r#
WA YT 29T € 59 959 37 3R 3w 3 5 20 3 Ay & any o) g &
urr o faemy wa diftag) wnf dw, A1 Wy W s e @Y qoar ¥, SE9
oT mar &, WY AT HETYOST BN, FUA wﬁmﬁmmmaﬁ
& Warar 94 Y 9w, a7 2 0 A ad @l e Fae A @ Ty,
P, oufta it U oEa B & gforw o 2R, Sud 9 @ W v i
#e 8 S| AR 2w % a0 i @ AEmael o T 3t o e
a7 ugT§ WY1 ¥ W 9 IR W QRS ¥ ¥ g qeiAsan B dfgar
& Y ¥, 3d 1086 A u ¥ iy F o O o wifie ), oY 99 ¥
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THE WVICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Anything
‘unpartiamentary’ will not go on record.

3. T wAET vl aF ot o ww & T F ar gqwr 1 A i,
# e o wo B oy, Wiy, sl sioRe iy +Y S 3 ¥ fory
Ay vy & Ty Tt Ry W A1 AT ATy anrg Wk o ... (s

oy (ot il IrpiRAa) . aw aver 10 e @ SaT W B
|

LR AR O W ¥ ), A R v o, R @
fyomry W Fife, wRw ) FETTT @) ofyy Ty i) o

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): Shri Jairam
Ramesh. Wil you just take ten to twelve minutes?

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Andhra Pradesh): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir,
you have asked me to take no more than ten to fifteen minutes, and unlike
the previous speaker, this will be a short-duration intervention. Kt won't be a
short-duration-long-punishment speech and an exercise in Indian history!

Sir, before | start, let me respond to two or three points that the
distinguished former Minister for HRD made, which need to be
encountered. This Is both a debate which has a longer term perspective, a
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larger perspective on clashing wisions of Indian history, on clashing visions of
Indian nationaksm and a debate in the short-term exercise of the re-writing
of textbooks, the redoing of curricula and syllabl by successive Govermments
in the last five years.

| will not get into a controversy, since 80 per cent of Dr. Joshi's
intervention was directed at the Marxists and they are capable of taking
care of themselves and since there is, in my view, a difference betwesen our
perspective and our Marxist friends' perspective, though they are part of our
alliance. | will expand on that a little bit later.

Let me take two or three points that he has mentioned. He makes
an astounding claim that, whataver was done by him in the last six years,
he followed the National Education Policy of 1986. This is completely in
contravention of truth. The National Education Policy of 19868, which was
drafted after eight months of consultations across the country and in which
the then Prime Minister himself participated, laid down a specific institutional
format for the three essential pillars of education, namely, curriculum,
sylabus &and textbooks. | would lke the present Human Resource
Development Minister to expiain to0 the House whether it is fact that in the
last six years all the institutional processes embedded in the National
Education Policy, namely, consultations with the Central Advisory.Board on
Education, consultations with the General Body of the NCERT and
consultations with the Executive Committee of the NCERT, were followed or
not. He should explain to this House whether all these institutional
processes identified in the Natiohal Education Policy for curriculum, from
which the syllabus and the textbooks are derived, were followed or not. it
s my understanding that in the last six years this institutional process of
consultation and consensus bulding was reduced to a mockery, to an oral
form of communication and interaction between a few individuals in the
Ministry of Human Rescurce Development and the National Council for
Educational Research and Training. So, the former Minister's claim that
whatever he did has the sanction of-the National Education Policy, which is
an astounding claim, has belied the facts which | hope the present Minister
will bring to bear to the House. Sir, the vision of the National Education
Policy ...¢(nterruptions)...

DR. MURLI MANOHAR JOSH!: | will give you the full details on
how it was done. ..{(nterruptions)...
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SHR! JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, | am not yielding. {Interruptions)... |
am not yielding. ...¢nerruptions)...

Sugwremy (SR v amfrEn ¢ Sor s st weRr Ao
oo (STETR)... O WY DT (). I Biss T T R §) (s,

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, | am not yielding. ...(nterruptions)...
| am not vielding. ...¢nterruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): He is not
yielding. ...Unterruptions)...

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, | am not yielding. ...(nterruptions)...

THE WVICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA): You
continue. You don't listen to him. ..{ntsrruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASL (West Bengal) : Unfortunately, you don't
have the privibge of answering to his questions because you are sitting
there. ...Unterruptions)...

Suwny (R Wy arifr) : <ior amg W 4 o) .. (aEE)... 3T
€t 47 omgd | ...(eruR)... Shor vy ord | ..(as)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: The people made you to sit there.
...{Interruptions)...

SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ; Sir, what Is this? ...{nterruptions)...

Tuawreay (sf sy arr) ;- <litor s omgd | .. (amEE)... aa Rifdrel

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, let me finish my ten minutes.
.. nterruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU: Sir, | have to again quote the rules and
tell him what he is supposed to do and what he is not supposed to do. He
is not the Minister and he has taken 40 minutes of the House. It is only the
prerogative of the Minister to reply to whatever questions Mr. Jairam
Ramesh raised. ..{nlerruptions)...

Sy (oh wow s - <o s o) L. (urarE)... o A
oy | .. ()., WY .. (areE)...

SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ: We want to hear him. ..{ntsrruptions)...
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s ada OF W AR (ERTE) . AUX AT oifeRET @ &
.. (TEF)....

Suavrey (3f Tay s | ang e A T dre 9ad | L (ameem). .
g ¥3 SEd 1 (AT

SHRI BALAVANT aflas BAL APTE: You have not permitted him.
.. nterruptions)...

SHRE NILOTPAL BASU: Neither was Dr Josh parmitted to get up
and make his observations. ...{nterruptions)...

sft ¥y viww e : war 2w A @Har 7 gaey e A 27 LL(sres)...

grauTen (3 Saiw amgifRan) ;- o 3 ongd | ... (mEwe)... You please
sit down. .. finterruptions)... dfaw, smE wWev § g wiw faar ¥ wE
IE T wF WfER | oW R Iw gEv o i @ 29, ar agfer wer
arft | L. ()., oy AT oY | .. (Ea )., ST 3E e SgY | AT 99T dre
AT ... (...

THE WVICE-CHAIRMAN (SHR!I SANTOSH BAGRCDIA):Please sit
down .. (Interruptions)... 19 §T AEd| ...(Taur)...

ITawEay (o Horw amPRED ¢ anFr A iR At 6, SEwr of
A A amr B wE &7 Wi, oy W & Wi o § wm W wEar E7
o (TTET)...

3t wdw oF o amad . d ¥ o Aoy § a5 g9 Tonr &, R ¥
. {SOAET)....

Suaareay( o waty arfaan: s oy i o

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: | would make a humble request. This is
a forum for debate. We nave divergent viewpoints, different perspectives. |
have listened t0 you with rapt attention. Please accord t0 me the same
courtesy, even though you may disagree with what | say.

My first point is that the ciaim that the changes that have been
sought to be introduced between 1998 and sarly 2004 by the erstwhile
Government was a direct conseqguence of the National Education Policy is
simply not true. Institutional processes, whether it is the Central Advisory
Board on Education, whether it 1s the General Body of the NCERT, whether
it 18 the Executive Committee of the NCERT which, ultimately, provides the
Seal of Approval for the changes in cumculum from which syllabi and
textbooks are subsequently derived, have not been followed, and the entire
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process of change was a highly personalised form of interaction between a
few people in the Ministry of Human Resources Development and a few
people in the National Council of Educational Research and Training. Now
only the present Minister can actually bear this out in terms of facts, and |
would request him to do so when he gives his reply to this debate.

Sir, the second claim that has been made by the former Minister of
Human Resources Development is this. He referred to the Report of the
Panel of Historians which was set up in June, 2004 and which submitted its
Report in July, 2004. Sir, this Panel had three eminent historians, namaely,
Prof. S. Settar, Prof. J.8. Grewal and Prof. Barun De. Sir, Dr. Joshi hmself
is an eminent physicist and he knows that in all sgiences, whether in social
science or in physical science, peer review is the only acknowledged form of
acceptance. It is not what | say or what my colileagues on the other side
say. It is what the peers of economists, socialists, historians, physicists and
chemists say, and that is how acknowledgement and appreciation s given.
That is how the Nobel Prizes are awarded. It is based on peer review. Itis
the generally accepted view amongst the historian community that these
three gentlemen, Prof. Settar, Prof. Grewal and Prof. Barun De, are amongst
the most noted, eminent and distinguished historians of India. They may
have particular political persuasions, which are not relevant here. They are
the members of the Indian History Congress; in fact, every historian aspires
to be a member of the Indian History Congress. And thesea three
distinguished historians who have held the distinguished posts in academia
have given a report to the Government. Now, the former Minister of Human
Resource Pevelopment ¢laims that there is absolutely no basis that this
Committee did not point to any evidence of errors, of “creeping
communalisation® or *creeping saffronisation®. | am only using his words in
this Report. | am afraid even this is not bome out by facts. This is a public
document. This is available - the Report of the Panel of Historians
submitted to the Ministry of Human Resource Development on 5" July,
2004. And, | don't want to take your time by quoting extensively from this
document. But let me just say that there is a wealth of evidence in this
document to show the type of errors that have crept into the history books,
the type of selective reading of Indian history that has gone into these
history books, and the type of danger inherent in these books. Let me just
quote the last five lines of this document, It says: "After a detailled analysis
of varicus textbooks which ware referred 10 by the distinguished member
himself, the three-man Committee concludes and | quote: *On the whole,
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we can see that the scope of the books under consideration 1s far narrower
than what is expected of a good textbook of history.”

"Evidence adduced by the authors 1S not only sacondary but also partial.
Their sympathies and antipathies easily come to the surface, being reflected
in their tone as well as vocabulary they use. Combined with their silences,
these features tend to glorify one set of phenomena and to denigrate
another set of phenomena. In the process, much of the meaningful history
of the people and the country is left out™,

Sir, these three historians and |, and as, | am sure, many of us, are
equally proud of India‘'s past, as Dr. Joshi is. We are all knowledgeable
about where we were, how we came to where we are today, the glory of
Indian civilisation, its triumphs, its shortfalls. This is not the purpose of this
debate. The purpose of this debate was, | thought, to look into the process
of re-writing the textbooks, which has been started by the present
Government, which the Opposition feels, constitutes a danger to the
cournttry,  Sir, this eminent expert panel has, unlike what the previous
speaker has claimed, gone into considerable detail into the history books
that have been prescribed. They have pointed out, not just factual errors,
but they have also pointed out, in my view and in their view, certain
ideglogical phenomena, or, some ideological bent of mind which is inherent
In the way the evidence is actually put forward in these textbooks.

Sir, the recommendation of this three-men panel, and | would like
Dr. Joshi to listen to this because he made nmuch of the fact that this
Government is captive to the Marxist ideology. Sir, the recommendation of
this panel was that these textbooks be withdrawn immediately and the
Government of India, to which these hated, denigrated, Marxists are
providing outside support, decided not to withdraw these books immediately
because that would inconvenience children: these would be withdrawn only
from the next academic year. This decision has not gone down very well
with our Marxist friends.

SHRI NILOTPAL BASY: Sir, since ha has...

No, no. Let me finish. In fact, Sir, there i8 a wide body of opinion
that feels that these books must be withdrawn immediately. But they have
not been withdrawn immediately. S0, to say, like the former Minister was
saying, that this whole exarcise is an exercise of a Government that has
been captured by historians or politicians of only Marxist ideclogy is
completely wrong. | think, this 1s not a debate of Marxist ideology versus
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Hindu ideclogy. That is not the debate. The debate s simply this: Do we
respect professionalism or not; do we respect academic merit or not? If we
have historians who have - they may have their ideological persuasions -
unjversally published in peer-reviewed journals; if we have historians who are
universally acknowledged as experts in their fields, their views and their
opinions and their writings should constitute a much greater and a much
more important source of information for succeeding generations than of a
narrow set of historians, whose only claim to fame is profession of a
particular ideology. Sir, | hold no brief for any ideology in this battle, My
concern as a liberal Indian, my concern as a parent of two children, going
through the process of leaming history, 18 that our children must be
exposad 10 the history bocks written by the best historians, Indian can
produce. And the fact of the matter is, in the last six years, before this
Government came into powser, that the professionalism and the academic
excellance were at & discount. Anybody who was professionally qualified,
anybody who was academically competent was automatically labelled
'Leftists'. That 18 not the debate. The debate is how textbooks should be
written. And, textbooks, in my view, and. | am sure, all of you will agree,
must be written by best historians, marshalling the best evidence that is
possible within the limits of time and within the limits of knowledge.

Sir, there is & lot of ambiguity in our history; there is a lot of douht
In our history, and we cannot say many things with certainty. As we evolve,
new avidence ¢comes into force and it is the job of every reputed historian to
take into account the new evidence. Any historian who does not take
account of new evidence is not being true to his or her profession. So, Srr,
my second plea to you is, lat us not make this into a debate of Hindutva
versus Marxist ideology. This should be a debate of how we restore to our
academic and intellectual instituttons standards of autonomy, standards of
excellence, standards of intellectual integrity that, unfortunately, have been
systematically destroyed over the past few years. So, this is my second
plea. Sir, | know you are locking at me. Please give me five minutes more,
and | will finish,

Sir, the second point which came up repeatedly during the
prasentation of the former Minister is, he made much of the fact for these
three historians who were appointed by the Ministry of Human Resource
Development to review the textbooks belonged to the Indian History
Congress. Sir, it is no crime to belong to the Indian Mistory Congress, The
Indian History Congress is as much reputed professional body of historians
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as the Indian Science Congress 18, which Dr. Joshi has attended, and which
| have attended for many vears. So, every professional discipline has a
professional body, and the Indian History Congress has, in my view, over
the years, acquired the reputation of being the authoritative voice of the
profassion of historians. Now to say that the three historians who have
produced this Report belong to the Indian History Congress and, therefore,
their Report must be rejected, Sir, again, is a haif truth. The Report of the
Indian History Congress, et me remind Dr. Murli Manchar Joshi, was written
by three people quite different than these three people. Please don't make it
out to be that the same three people who wrote the Report of the Indian
History Congress are the same people now advising the Ministry of Human
Resource Development. The three historians, who have written, of the Indian
History Congress and this is a Report, again it 1$ in the public domain,
which all of you may have seen, History in the NCERT Textbooks, A Report
and Index of Errors, is by Irfan Habib, Subiraj Jaiswal and Aditya Mukherjee,
also three very distinguished historians in their own right. Now, 1t is true that
this panel which forms the basis of the review of textbooks by the current
Ministry of Human Rescurce Development denves substantially from the
Report of the Indian History Congress. There 1s no denying that fact. But, to
say that this is an exact replica of the Report of the Indian History
Congress, Sir, in my view, is a complete travesty of truth and is a denial of
facts. It is not a minor point; it i8 not an irrelevant point; it is a very
substantial point becausae in the last five to six years, a concerted sffort has
been made to denigrate the Indian History Congress. To say that the Indian
History Congress is a den ¢or an Adda of Marxist and Leftist historians and
by definition these are peopis whose intellectual integrity and commitment to
India's glory I8 questionable, | reject that contention, Sir. | reject that
contention precisely because of the reason that | mentioned to ycu earlier
that this is not a debate of political ideology. Of course, there is a larger
debate of political idsology, which we take to the people, and occasionally,
we win and occasionally somebody else wins. That is a larger issue. There
is a larger lssue of clash of secular nationalism versus cultural nationalism.
That is not the debate here. The debate here is fimited to the process of ro-
writing textbooks. In my view, let me end by reiterating, Sir, the three points
that we must follow an ingtitutional process of review and consuitation. That
has not been followed for six years, and that is being followed now. We
must have the best academic and intellectual resources mobilised to write
history books, in the most objective manner on the basis of the knowledge
currently available 50 that our children can have access to the best that our
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profession can provide. That was not done in the last six years. That is
being sought to be done now. Sir, | think we should not obfuscate these
issues and enlarge it and take it nto a philosophical domain as has been
sought out to be. I is a very concrete, very specific issue of the process
by which curriculum, syllabus and textbooks review takes place. | believe
that this Government ig well within its rights t0 order this review becCause
institutional processes were subverted in the past, because basic values
were subverted in the past and because academic excellence was given a
go-bye. S0, rather than using incendiary language (ke saffronisation and
detoxification, | would prefer to use ..(nterruptions)... | am not using the
word saffronisation and detoxification. | am just saying, let us restore
excellence to the writing of history, let us restore some basic values to the
writing of history, let us make the writing of history, subject to institutional
processes of consensus and consuftations and not subject to the whims
and fancies of a political leader or political leaders and their intellectual
patrons in subordinate offices of the Ministry of Human Resource
Development. Thank you,

goaargy (o dow amgifa) @ wwor AR off, Aoy uw e
Brre ¥

sierft s mdva® (vftenf dre) ¢ aoeTTemRy off, # anRY gwey ¥ T
HEN % T OIS ¥ TUiRT g ¥ &) IqRARad off, siror B U ¥ fAwg w
gt v @ ¥, O firrer ey vt ¥ S R & fifee wear e ¥ L (ommae)...
Y G S wear tET L (Ra)... STRARE off, ¥ aRw ) YT O
A ...(HBUH)... FY FT FIYT TS T (W), WA R AT @ A, ™
% g e i ff wEr u, TOfAT Sur evd Wit € g fifay | sueeemy oY, W
e N ywena @ 39 ¥ gRT B wf, AETH ure ¥ aya fwm oper
wingiRear, Réwdemn, gy A v sRas & s @ doew v i
R T wATSr ¥Y aire T AT ¥ ou @ ST 3 ® wftve
# g7 W AT WRT AR ST TE A fr o e
ey @ Kl e e veer gt s AT &
it qafuet oY, ¥4 slafwarnd o Retofer 20 8rf, A g9
e =1 UTeOE TR o WY O v, WA it 9w AarRtae W
urdt By faw F=r wwar &) Suawremy off, g9 9 uv g4 st & afe
oft & frg # ow o wew et 8 gar o7 O gEE T & B o Rer
7 & 7o %) ey w4, ordRf ®r O Red 7 31 aF Rer
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oo (SN, IUHHIEE W), OTET OF U9 RGN T WO &, @ gdfRa &
fégm ¥ RERT 9 99l ior & A Reer i gaifersh @ & L (aaam)...

o sl &, Y1 : aF o AT X | ().
it ¥ viwv veE (REw) © W), a7 o &

THE WVICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA) : Are you

yielding? fer ang ¥z 70 wft &7 ...(wmaF)... If you are not yielding, then
keep standing.

sfmeh wear vl | oy 7 99 FOwy, o § ot wg? ... (wmar)...

I (M daw A - oy o aw SRY 5 s &
e wTeer § FifE T |l @) v | g B A e T

SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ: Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, what Sarlaji is
saying is falsification of history. Everybody knows that it was the
Communist Party which alied with Hitler in 1939...{Interruptions)...

SHRI NILOTPAL BASU. We have heard all these words when
Joshnji was speaking. ..{Interruptions)...

THE VICE-CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA) : Let me reply
to that

SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ. It was part of the Congress International.
it had tied hands with Hitler...dnterruptions)...

Iuwaregy (it Wi wrpiREn) - B g9 s A 9%, o fiee dRv
everybody knows history, 9% wff argw &) | am also part of it. amas WY
g on, A R AT T F aA-ad e A 1 ey 9 e aEn, 3
A A T o s uify / s Al A wE IRt s sy vy A N e
o fF ¥ T waoW TF ga, A A7 g wat 7@ 8wt &) | o, afe

sitet weEr sl | SgEwrems oft, # wrelt Taver & e we F
gEe! 1Y ANT Moaaa] & U§ o, O e dref | ... (=aam)...

SUaTRg (o Wty arfa) | R oF e A @ § o des Afw
R oI H1T FT AAX Y A 9F correct FT Hfe| Please don't interrupt.

sl wver TRvEdt | SR AEET, eRiTfEt st wae &, @ Rew
B AT TF WA AT GA5X & | Reor < sy w@=it Y forar ar, fwr 3% R
frrrt wet afte ofr waRe wrrht o1 aee) o, offes ot o agfere &, 9w
FT ypEg T W 1029 ¥ ATt A W B o 5 e ¥ ot @
AR o & Jgar T 5ot Sueaemt off, eaR A F oft, <ireft ot e o
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e 2 waw By 4| Wy, g% SRy ol oft Y o o & iy TR ¥ 6 ant
¥ Wt o # 5 o1 Wy § O § st et =7 vy Tl weizg, o ofelt oft
@ &, R g a7 3% Wivon 9 @ ¥ e, TRiaeRr st smerediaRT
tmm&mmwmﬁﬁl...(m...

Suavmy (off Wiy arvRrE) @ ang o WE AT e xR feRw
THYN7 A9 g Afken oY feve aw ot ¥

S v ot s of), YT T e T A X K R
worf o1 garm wEd §, ¥ auh el @ 3 £, a9y & 3y ) soomens
o, T el off B & PreF -9 e F &7 § IR ¥ gsizr B T
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frr Yy, I & 5 A7 ot &), & o ey AR & o R geym
TR 0 W agemard. i A waw f, v dw o wrdfrdser =
o1, 99 T9r WO B R ¥ a7 w37 W By ofiw Ty ¥ fF ww asiw B
FTAR ¥ W 9| I AR o) w@e wn, dg (CABE) 7 apEn
BT 37T R 7w ¢ & yeerer Pl fomr

ARG WevET, fwr w7 fey o Tt @i = R ¥, IuEh s @
wr it Ry mar AR T WReRT B ToRskar wed AT ymEsAlt @ g
T | ot oft wE 0¥ o 5 vt gl o ot ke am . (sa).

Iueren off, 3 anft 3 R fver < £, anft o 48 yena g &1
Jyargy (o Wiy i) : aud 8 e & aiR 11,12 e B
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vEr ¥ foeer @7 swrEEor 98T B, O wT TwERw Ben? O Rerd F §, suarae
oft! ...(orae)... uY, W) gitwe &, oW o ¥ apR g9 wRE el vl arnl

guwsremy (5 Yol arifa) ¢ ata o R wodt ¥, avar oft

st aver wved . B e wweh €1 REer # e v wite
frereay 11 T ST wd i i & Wi

ey Y, # gy wEr wmd) ot f e aeR e Wl S S ey
Hrer ¥ o Y, 99T It ¥ et ¥ e o aeme-Anfaer ey & &, o
& wwRy Tuymr e wY wwer a1, STPERT ¥ Ay ww o IRERT B 9 o, o
Hu T Torstaror gy TaT| s W T 39T B f5W e v ad AR A
7 R, ywm, @y A o wmr dad of, R 7F adivear @, W ww
AMUATEAR ¥, WX aF iRaT fwierr it waty wdior 8, ol =),
TR B, ¥ o i v gl oY St it ¥ ary faerey R ma
¥ 9t Wt ® aReiew iR v ¥ fwwy St osr i e mard
freafaet # ooifdy st Stwfrd 2 vy @ v IRt o g B Ry, ey
fire syt TOF TUC BT EeT A | Afw nf, e wifaw, aniwls,
TR IR o fgrT vy v vt A el 3

auwsTeqy (o dolw wrfan) | g T #ifg, wer!
S weer Mded ;. seweRy ofl, § YT A weg anbh

ouawrgy (s wWely ) - ff, Tw @ dweT @ £ e
meT ¥

it W mvad) : W, uEa wR e §) waer diol o7 g weew

Iqneay (st dos arfm) - afre qug e gEdw &, s B
amq W wadt 1

At weer Al . W, AR D@ T, o # et @ ol st
AT WY FHRT Y L0

sqaERy (3 ey arii) ¢ Aw &, < R

st wemmad: W N e gl o g oew & 8, T
of =y W &1 ¥ o) Wl o M T 1 ot o w9 5t wimERe,
ol T, Tt B gRET g 3w Tl ) AR O g Ty e 8-
At A, e g O o X, g feow F Rftrw o dev f, o W F
w ot ¥

gt v dex ¥, aw 4= & 'Cultural Awakening in the Nineteenth
Century India’, 99r-140 ¥ 141 o | TV Weev ¥ oo vy weoar @ awr ol
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¢l v A AR T T P Ry aR A o=t o §1 owi a9 & w7
o & 9 N 40 gt & W A fr T &1 wwd oy ¥ -yRew afefeay dw
e gl 9 o & ot open B gRes oifeRea, g affeaw & ¥
wrf| woww gRaw ofdftew w1 oy W S ¥ ol a5 ammite &1 o et &
N, g a7 Iw o ¥, afrn g At @Y @ i e ol
TR | AEREY o AW o ¥ @fee weew 2 Two Nation @t o Seorer il
| ...(aAgr)... g oy o § o

Tuam (37 Hely A ¢ e o, AT gEv Ay, SW gy wed
w4t B i €L (). gRe, o e axa v o faam am Xy e
W Ry ... (cmar)... tzﬂaﬂﬂaﬂm# mmmml I wier
-ﬁmﬂwﬁﬂﬂtl (=rmar)...

udt wwar v . gF s vadtand. gnT Pt g o ¥
N Wt TR e Bt S ot gt F ool viet Y, ek oeanens nivami
o, ¥ qoRi W afcat @t iy e e @ g T et ¥ de ¥ e
AEFTRT T, THN RE T Rargrmess o 99 o, 97 qwen 90w 7 ey &
far v &1 T ovdoE e 9 Y T w11 g o fema & |
anor - OF o {13 @ fme &, "The discovery of wheel made a
significant difference. it was also used to spin cotton and woo!, and weave
clothes.” sw g ow ufkar U7 g1 F w1 7 AT o fF A s o Frey
o arT ¥ fs wmw # ot anar B T T wRwE &, e mE ¥ ¥ o BTy
Y o oy ey ¥ onmmemmy o, IR A W W 4| i amrehr &
& uiffaridl wnd 3 g wat # L (o).

searoay (o Wy ariRa) ¢ R e vEv i < €, TR fifew

sfiwedt v wrea® © ot RFEaw R gERER @ Mafas R ool
. (CTNGT)... FT UGT W & Yo ¥ wiar e oY gEerlt o drafraa R
i ofeard w9d & A fBmy, “The Parliamentary Standing Committee
objections attached with the Union HRD Minstry says there 15 a
‘frighteningly uncritical picture of fascism and Mazism n the 10" standard
textbook. It says, "The violent, uncivilized and uncritical result of the politics
of exclusions of Jews, trade, unionists, migrant Ilabourers, or any
saction...” WfEari) a3 T ¥ HeT T T @ R ol ®  hw
o fok ol or Tt o} | R sw & fy ot off oY R o e T T,
T M AT AT WEE AT ¥ OHd A ® g o) e ol ko 2
T GGT W A FAR OTHY )

Fgavreny (57 Wty w99, st FifET dEe ol WY ' =)
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sthreft wean At . R Ry Ierfifte 9wl & A wwar F ardie
gfowr & At ¥ wnr fRawes 5 o e ar s e 9 dHeeit | oY vy
doRif 7 99 of W ¥ TR o YW W A S5 T SRt o 5 e
FoqdnT frar o YT On, @R W agee R W v, wew & agetr
(T, Wi & oY FEY| T O N @ W 5 ORE BT e e W
ol ARERT W & SR o e 3T 9 v O, 7w O et % oRy O

-
, & ¥ Remy ¥ anr gr o W@ 2| waew S, R slufivee, et
Qe G & ¥ @y TR AT § g 8 omd )"

; =
97 ¥ WIRT o SO T W &, A v et @ g ot &) (=)
Ry slg-favaw & I F, O T (e ﬁ#ﬁﬂmmmtl

... (CTAET)....

SHRI A. VIJAYARAGHAVAN (Andhra Pradesh) : Mr., Vice-Chairman,
Sir, if this continues, then, we also know how to behave in the
Houss. ...[nterruptions)...

st wvor vt ¢ arw ¥ e o, of & ate Wi Wl
(TR A AT A, ARAT OSSRy # g s o evd #1 oy
o, ' o & R W amEiE aed Swoly Bt gl 3 §, iy oF o
AR T F s ¥C ¥ A ¥ | AT depfy 1 sy twemw ot § sy
el =7 wggdt Yawe off 7 Ty ¥ L. (o).

woaereaw (3R Jaiw R ¢ o v ey |ifdg) (e
sfiereft W s © SR off, ¥ g wEar wh L (are)...

Tuwareay (oft daw avfeE) - aw ag siffm e W Ao aned
B9 TEN o forr &1 ... (smaer)... 2T, sy wwer T o R A1) L L(vaea)...

sitref} wear wntvadl @ cunmemy oY, & as T e % e wen AR
3@ |ATer B g9T ¥ g RA P UERT B o A1 Wiyl Y AR ¥ OFRy 9
IO STy AOAT BT, AT gAY 9T o1, sraeht SEweT o L (sETE)...

mmmw:mﬂ.mmmm
...
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silt avar v - g g9 A AR (). R Y e
AT WiwRT FT 9REF 3T TQ, ¥ T Anem B T & aww w7 R ¥ wifag
T 9 GvrR € W o &) § 99 ¢ wew § wEen ued § 5 are o omen
# o oY Ed ¥, I g P Red or af ¢ A Rag 99 @ O, W
e w1 T T o T W T & R BTEr & Ry o fawas fear o
o1, 39 Ao & ¥% *WA B g9y A ¥ gy & A A e ey
#t o & aF FEw wh B 9w o 9 9w e & FEE) T 9% By o el
U FAR &Y & a9 sfoEaanT § faiso wy F wveN ¥ oW e W § fag
B NS Rar o1, & 9= T9F o 9o Yort 9 w7 owa 7 & weq Sem
HHMT fqord #@3 oft & qo wl & = wdf o 5 oy B aTe i
o’ e oo St AR iAol ser & 5 gia

m:mmﬁmmmw
T e o o A uEe | |9 , "
off, I fsaret &Y ugrr w1 # amen st § 5 g w-Fwdwn, W gAR it
& T ey ¥, 99 Y 3t ww w1 o TR T &, 'R 2w B, wenh
TEaEE) SEphy @ wr w7 v & |, § oy gae A £ |

¥, R AR ol e oft, S A gE A IRaT € e g
W gEaE @t o1 7R §, T oty o wiftel afte dme, e mer i oy
T W AR gt A S s e B i L (e,

gaaareay (o Jatw iR ¢ o siftedh o
s acdie &. g7 ;. SuwAREw Sft, § o W QO wiEer €| ... ().

sy (sf Wy i) 0 ooft B Ry = qowm )
o ()., AR, orfl el IR Rt wr T & T Ihe A dfg)
(). 3T Ry Rt 3w () #F oam forar gl (=)

SHR! B.J. PANDA (Orissa) : #flease give me one minute.
.{nterruptions)...

THE VICE CHAIRMAN (SHRI SANTOSH BAGRODIA) :  Under
which rule? ...(Jnterruptions)... There is no rule. ...(nferruptions)...Please sit
down. ...(nterruptions)..You cannot do like this .. (nterruptions)...| will not
accept interruptions. ..(nterruptions)...This 15 not fair. ...Jnterruptions)...
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Mr. Ashwani Kumar, ang fifeg) oy gv wfley & 99 & 3ot & 9 I
g @fere)

SHRI ASHWARN! KUMAR (Punmab). Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | thank
you for according me this opportunity to express my views on a matter of
great national importance. Sir, | would like, with your lsave, to draw out at
the very threshald the contours of this debate. Sir, the contours of this
debate can ba stretched out in four corners. What are these four cormmers?
Sir, the debate 1S really about the conscience of our intellectual heritage. it
15 about a theory of history that claims no absolutes, but, at least, fidslity to
facts.

It is also a level, Sir, about the imperatives of respecting the
sensitivities of the people in a pluralist society that glorifies its composite
culture. Thersafore, Sir, this debate is about the philosophy of our Republic.
It 1s about the philosophy of a cvilisation in which the distinguished former
Minister justly pndes himself, and we share in that pride. Sir, there is a
genesis to this debate, and it 1s a contemporary current ganesis. It all
started with one principal architect who writing in the 7imes of /ndia talked
about the dangers of colonisation of the minds. Of course, he talked about
the colonisation of minds in a different context. But | would like to amplify
that concept to say that, in a sense, this debate is about an attempt to
colonise the minds of the people of the succeeding generations in a
particular direction Now, one may differ with views. People may have a
different view about the history books, the curricula, the syliabi, but | may
bold to state that in my understanding of the history as written in those
books which gave the immedate context for this debate, there is a clear
and decisive attempt to colonise the minds of the succeeding generations of
India. And, Sir, it 15 not | who am saying this. it has been brought about in
a report which 15 authored by those who are known for their academic
excellence, who are peers in historical research. 8ir, one may differ with
Mr. Barun De's preferences, ideological preferences, one may differ with his
analysis of data of history, but no one n his right mind can reasonably
question the academic credentials of the man. | have his credentials, Sir,
and | have the sum and substance of the report. Sir, the report
summarises 1ts conclusions and says, "We are convinced that the current
NCERT textbooks on history brought out after 2000 are substandard and
include manly errors of fact and also unbalanced interpretation. The errors
are so many that rectification of each and every cone of them is almost,
impossible. The problem 1s further aggravated by directives indicated in the
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6.00 p.m.

National Framework for Curriculum in Schools, 2000 which put a premium
on indigencus tradition in Indian history identified largely with the ancient
Indian values. Later developments in Indian history are seen as irrelevant, if
not harmful." Sir, not a word has been stated in the debate that preceded
me to suggest that these conclusions ware either perverse or
unsubstantiated. The distinguished former HRD Minister stated that he
could find no basis for this conclusion, but, Sir, | only need to point the
attention of this House to thirty pages given in Appendix-l to thie roport
which have specifically and categorically delineated what the historians
consider as ‘'aberrations’' in the writing of history, Sir, in this factual
background, the matter, by Public Interest Litigation was brought to the
Supreme Court. A lot has been said as to the purport of this Supreme
Court judgement, and, Sir, the Supreme GCourt judgment has been ad
nauseamn misquoted. In fact, Sir, Justice Sinha writing for the Supreme
Court said that 'it is true that CABE, an institutional process to oversee
everything about educational writing, was not consulted’, and it was an
ingtitutional process in place from 1935 t0 1694,

For sixty long yeers, without a break, there has been a tradition, a
custom, a convention, a practice, of getting the curricula vetted, scrutinized,
approved, deliberated upon, by the General Committes of the NCERT, by its
Executive Committee and then, by CABE.

(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair)

None of these institutions were asked to deliberats, and suddenily,
from nowhere, we find that thers is8 a curriculum, which is inflicted on
millions of students of History in this country.

Sir, in a liberal tradition of this Republic, which finds mention and
endorsement in as sacred a document as the Constitution of India, can we,
in that context, not even take steps to rectify the aberrations? | ask myself
this question, and | commend this question to the Members of this hon.
House - if a particular aberration is specifically pointed out, is it not
incumbent on the succeeding Government, which went to the polls on the
plea of rectifying the aberrations of history, to comrect the distortions of
History?

Sir, | lay no claim to an absolute standard of History; no one can.
History is always in a state of evolution. History is evolved as societies
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evolve, as democracies mature. People give their own imprint to historical
processes. Therefore, no one claims absolutes in History. But fidelity to
facts from Karl Popper, to E.H. Kar, to Gibon, to Romila Thapar, to A. L.
Bashum, to Nizami, to Ifan Habib, has been the tradition. Fidelity to facts is
never compromised.

Sir, my raspectful submission for consideration of this House, on a
matier of grave national importance is, have we prostituted facts, have we
suborned facts of history, and have we delibarately done that? It is my
guess, and it is the guess of my party. And we went 10 polls on that guess,
and we got a mandate partly on this plea, that there has been a decisive, a
conscious distortion of histoncal facts.

Now, in this context, if the present Minister of Human Resource
Development $ets up a commiitee of eminent historians to re-examine the
historical books, what Is the grave injury that he has done to this great
Republic?

Sir, nobody disputes the fact that we have all to be justly proud of
our heritage; indeed, we are But what is the haritage that | am proud of? |
am proud of my liberal heritage; | am proud of my secular heritage; { am
proud of objectivity and intellectual thought; | am proud of a_theory of
history that taught many, many pecople of our generation that you cannot
consciously misstate facts and subomn historical facts.

Sir, this Is the over-arching theme of this debate. In this context, |
ask myself this question, is it not true that the highest court in this country,
by two judges of the Apex Court, has salid that it is undeniable that the
nstitutional processes were suborned and that the discussions that ought to
have taken place in the deliberative processes of NCERT and CABE, in fact,
were not held?

Sir, in this larger background, | ask myself these questions - 'Is the
syllabus a syillabus which needs to be corrected? Are the History books
written on the basis of that cumriculum required to be corrected or not? And
is there anything to suggest that this report, the report prepared by a panel
of eminent historians, lacks in objectivity? H the answer to all these
questions is in the affirmative, then, we need today to endorse the decision
to corect the distortions in History.

Sir, in conclusion, | would only say that it was incumbent, it was
necessary, it was politically fair and it was Intellectually credible, for this
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Government to deliver on the promises it made to the people of india, in
whom resides the ultimate sovereignty, through whom the conscience of this
country speaks.

We had made a promise to the peopie of India that we will, on
assumption of power, make sure that the attemnpt for the colonisation of the
minds of Indians will be resisted, and we are going to resist it, Sir, with all
the force at our command, inteliectual, physical and political.

With these words, | thank you for giving me this opportunity.

SHRI S.ANBALAGAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Vice-Chairman, Sir, | rise to
take part in the short duration discussion, and put forth my views on the
change of text books in the school cumculum. [t is my bounden duty to
express my deep sense of gratitude to the Hon'ble Chief Minister of
Tamilnadu, Dr. Puratchi Thataivi Amma for sending a grass root party worker
ke me to this August House.

Sir, education is very vital for the development of a nation. Therefore,
it i3 necessary to have excellent curriculum and text books. The centre
should assist the State Governments In achieving this task. Since aducation
is the basis for the future of the students, it should not be politicised. Nor
should there be an attempt to twist history through text books. Our party is
of this firm view on this. When we talk of cumiculum and text books, we
should not pick and choose a particular pericd for analysis. A lot is being
said about the attempts by the centre to change history texts and also the
curriculum too often. We fail to remember the root cause of all these
problems

It all began in the year 1976. The then Congress Government shifted
education from the state list to concurrent list. It is this concentration of
power with the Union Government that paved the way for making arbitrary
decisions. In the recent years we have been hearing about rewriting history.
Of courss, it would not be in the interest of the nation to distort history.
AIADMK party, that | am wedded to, is of the firm opinion on this. But |
would like to ask the Government, whether the history that has been taught
to us Is a witness to truth? With a sense of deep anguish | wish to tell the
House that a number of great freedom fighters from Tamilnadu do not find a
mention in our freedom history. All their names have been blacked out. The
great fighter Veerapandia Kattampomman, the brave brothers Chinna
Maruthu-Pena Maruthu, the Jhansi Rani of Taminadu Velu Naichiar, the
woman wardor Thillaiyadi Va%ammai and the brave patriot Theeran
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Chinnamali are some of the names that ars not even mentioned in Indian
History. The Government cwes a duty to teill us why they are not mentioned
in our history. When | say this | am reminded of the great leader of the
Dravidian movement Peraringnar Anna who, once said on the floor of this
very Hosue, 'North Flourishes, but South perishes' | hope the 12 Ministers
who are in the UPA Government will take steps to rectify this error.

Sir, when we talk of education we have to refer to our education
policy. What happened to the National educational policy announced by the
Congress in 19887 According to that policy, by the year 1990 all the chiidren
should have completed 5 years of schooling by the age of 11 and by the
year 1995, all children were to be given free education until the age of 14
years, But all these promises were thrown to the winds later.

Language is the basis for education. But what is our policy on the
language issue? | think even many Ministers do not know this. This is the
fact, The late Prime Minister Pt, Jawahar Lal Nehru gave an assurance that
Hindi would not be imposed on the non-Hindi states. | don't think his
assurance is being honouwred. | must make one thing clear here. Neither
we are enamoured of English nor are we opposed to Hindi. We only want
the people to learn in their mother tongue in the language of the respective
State.

Sir, from the year 1986 injustice is being done to candidates seeking
employment in Kendriya Vidhyalayas. From drawing master to English
teacher, the knowledge of one particular language is sought to be essential.
Now | request that all State languages, ke Tamil, Malayalm, Kannada and
Telugu should be inCluded in this. | say this because, | am myself a teacher
and many teachers have discussed this with me. Sir, | wish to point out an
aspect of various educational schemes {ime beill).

Mr. Vice Chairman, Sir, as this is my maiden speech, | request you to
allow me a little more tims.

Sir, even the schemes are named in one particular language. The
names of the schemes iike Bhartiya Shisksha Kosh, Sarve Shiksha Abhiyan
and so on. These names are not understood by anybody in many States.
The Government should try to name the schemes in other languages as
well.

At this peint | wish t0 make a reference to Tamilnadu. Tamilnadu has
set an example in formulating education policy. in the benign rule of Dr.
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Puratchi Thalaivi Amma, Tamil Nadu Government has launched a website for
the Education Department. And that web site opsns with a couplet from
Thirukural, the holybook of Tamils, a grand treatise on high morais. The
couplet goes:

In sandy soif when deep you delve, you reach the stream below,
The more you Isarn the freer stream of wisdom flow.

Anyons, either from Tamil Nadu or Delhi or even abroad couid send
suggestions to the Govermment and worthy suggestions are consgidered.
Tamil Nadu is an example of how a secular and cuiturally compatible
curricuium for the school could be prepared. We had so far only three
aspects of study; prose; music and drama. But now, for the first time in
India, Tami! Nadu has added one more aspect, that is scientific Tamil. This
is being introduced from class | in Tamil Nadu. | think the Centre could take
steps to introduce it in other States as well. Environmental awareness is
also introduced to educate the children of our surroundings. So also there is
aids-awareness education that could be introduced as precautionary
measure. English is also introduced from first standard so that students can
compete in the global market. Happily, India is a lead player in the WTO
regime. That is why China has now woken up to teach English to their
students. China wants to develop in the area of software industry. Going a
step ahead, Tamil Nadu hasg introduced bio-chemistry, Dietetics and
Nutrition, microbioclogy and English for communication in higher secondary
schools. These subjects were sO far the exclusive domain of the college
curriculum. Special coaching is given to SG/ST students in Tamil Nadu. The
SC/8T girl students are given free bicycles for attending school.

From this year, free cycles are given to BC, MBC and Denctifiad
community students as well. During the last three years, 1,54,410 students
have received the bensefit at a cost of 22 crore rupees. This year at a cost
of Rs. 8 crore 8,50,50,000 students received the benefit. At a cost of 47
crore rupees, 20.600 MBC girl students received the benefit.

Sir, | wish to make a few short points. While discussing curriculum
and text books, parents and the public should also be involved. This will be
helpful in formulating the curriculum,

The Centre should consult the States while formulating the education
policy in the future. | hope the Gavernment will bear this in mind, | thank
you, Sir, once again and conclude.
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forces. | say this with everything at my command.* ar g% siv S&% s&mr
o &t o R, 59 we e T & R & s fF |t S e o
afr ot 7% LWL EaR Al w guer ¥, ol da R, o WRye 3 WR
@ 4, AfFT g avEw f 5 fodh oror § ol o 9 o @, o

3
:

freRdw 94, fores & oud Wit § 999, #§ e £ @ 1988 #F el nith
oft 7 o 7§ TRt T, SweY WM # FRm 2 A 8-10 7Y a9 wuw Wy ¥
9 W RraT gan | il 3w i wreh qeet w7 et i ¥ 7% anor ang wferd
Y AR 7 39 Ay il o miewh @ Wi I o @, Sifee
Al FET ol oft @) wRew @Y, % Rudde #), W v T B wwe &
21§ aay Tl | oud T .. (ee)...

37t SuevMmfy : 3 wter oft #) a9 @ F T T DR L (o).
st Ry fread ;. STwARY wERS, # die-Er v e 8,

318



[18 August, 2004] RAJYA SABHA

“The NCERT had no ulterior motive in choosing to be silent on the
assassination of Mahatma Gandhi in a new text-book ia hard to
believe. ls it because of Nathu Ram Godse's RSS background? it
is the omission and commission of this kind that compelled 16
State Education Ministers to reject the new curriculum.”
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st HisRyr fsead : Sowafy off, ... (sraM)... "The RSS Chief, K.
Sudarshan, today said here that the HRD Minister, Dr. Murli Manohar Joshi
has given the country's education a cultural perspective, which is exactly
what the Sangh wanted. The RS8 Chief, without mincing words, said that
Joshi has achieved what the RSS had been fighting for the last 50 years.”

SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ: Mr. Daputy Chairman, Sir, the hon'ble new
Mamber should be told that she should not mention the names of those
persons who are not present here,

SHRIMAT!I MOHSINA KIDWAIL: Who s not present in the House?
He is a Member of this House.

SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ: It has been the convention here that we
do not mention the names of those persons who are not here to defend
themselves.

oft eawwmaiy : ay T wher 87 oo & o | (o).

SHRI BALBIR K. PUNJ: She has mentioned tha name.
~{Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWAI: No, no. | am reading from
somewhere.

- SHRI! BALBIR K. PUNJ: Sir, the hon. Member should be told that
we do not mention the names of those persons who are not present in the
House. ..{interruptions)...

SHRIMATI MOHSINA KIDWAI: But | am reading from somewhere. |
am not taking the name. # anued aw o7 it 4t iy T 9 ft 9 o § ¥ A
wer o figy o1 utd §1 R wrew & 5 a7 ar-aw o B we A R €
8 gy v & R B F s g o w0 B g9 oo 3 € (o).
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oft w=IRRToT oty ;O Proer wey wn v £, ax Praa ST e ST
o (STIF)...

st Sueanfy : ang aw Ty ¥ T A S G =i, o Mt il
o ¥ o = w47 L (smeare)...

it worli ¥5. qor : Sty Wy, | ().
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Rer T & I ® v ) uiferdl a9 R uicarHt w i smafer o = smyd
9 W Bl Y T ST ATeorqerT For @1 eyl & 3ot &) andke e ween §
TP wed! gl ¥ far mar ¥ ol o) awft & faar gem fiofg, wh-eit =@
Wi Y 9T FT FRU, HEAE FT FRT §9 ART § | FEiET A R o
amue & &5 o Jgey w7 ST &, uF Aot Ao & forar g9 wew ¢ Al 52 e
R EH W &9 TWHT a9 Uied-4d ¥ uREs & o) 9T 9 af 99 5
BT qRafas FET o uFar &, I e o woar ¥ oo & wEew & oo 99
A e €

it vy vg oted) (ofred sne) AT Swvnf welew, Aot @ oY
w9 & A T avt oo P o wae e e €1 & et aut @ IR
gE IR wEm & w1 T g o1 R 8 ofiv 1 & ot Fderar &1 R 81
AfeT § UET T |aOe T&W AEW @iE A AT B 9=t &7 e €, a7 e
TRT §F D! a2l I A BE B A WY B &, 99 IR N FO-TP FET $
T} F &) # grer g7 w9 &7 9| fF o g veeihee wiiéar €, o emr
FIeR § T ¥ Ui O A 4 IEY SOET 99T # g5 1@ ar ART warel uE ¥
6 &1 99 4 WHR AT d TR-TR ¢ TRE gE9 G Sei? o o R
B Y T AT SR MY T R @ P R e & e v @
gferar am 7 ¥ | Rod 6T w9 e @R =1 9=ieE gon Ot ot SuY gv Re
F H#EET 7 SRE 4o @) 9 W qESR B 9r) 59 I 99T € 15 e oy
¥ R 4Rt 1 weieE gom o SER W A0 AN BT R, g9 Q% qEw el
¥, A ¥ gt W wE i A5y Swer s frar anl avy v aw b
4% o sRear &, ¥7 T8 aF el W7 gRT GO g9 98 quer & i gER o
st &, a7 g7 W shvEma &7 < ware A9 geor fEar O, B WNER & W™, &v
Qffesa ol & ww, w7 ganT siow 3RE & ukr o gfewor &, 98 sgomn
TS? U w9 SO, A A g e s Ren A waman ., w o d 1 o
& oPT e W TR o, 9% S99 g9 B iRus, qRew Mgy o1 e wemr
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G- A w Yot o) ¥ 'R ST geEan B €1 1947 ¥ o & sfae
vt a@ O S AE ugTar o YT €, SEE S IO HSIA Graw A far o
eT &, o &yar oyl o AP g fhel T O warer &Y, oY amue et
TOHETY ARV off @7 fr frgr o, AR WU F AT A, AU BIET WSS
ot & aR # ¢ @ 9% wuEE ot F 9N § &7 # aIeerd et gafer 9w aw
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T W A UF A 9ad TNl gEer uF Hyer T o, axer O Ao T arnl
AR BY 41T UY WY UF Afewar £, 97 W a4 WY, 3 99 ¥ o gl ¥ | arht
o gfograer & Y @ s wge, i ¥ feet w2, fvest W g sReraer w,
99 R faft 71 fedt ans ¥ amofer st udt &) AR 9 Y wOIe § w9 e w7

e % O iy & A R A § ST amndt B At w Y @
wIAM ¥, 99 sRAH W @I 39T TR v # T iy oy s aeer I
a% uar &1 % AwT 3w feeer vt 2w ¥ s @t 3, saR) oY S and
¥, o diwerw & $9 e e £, 5 v A o) oY B ¥ forg wAY Semaif

s ¥, # =y a¥ o A wER gy | ane By A o aftrer ¥ Aem)
Marwrgrmemr g ¥ i wwdfsoe X o s :
It R AR AR g W o At P ol
forar wy, gud A figw ¥ e¥ AU & g o qf ome el T
T a1, 9% A 9T fAur & @ o Qe wed §, N e @ 9% duer
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SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY (Pondicherry) : If they distort history,
then, what do we call it?
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SHRI BALAWANT allas BAL APTE : Sir, | am aware of it, and | am
grateful t0 you for giving me the opportunity to participate in this debate.
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- {TFEA)... Sir, | am not worned about the word 'saffron’ because it will
survive in spite of all of them.

| was reading the title of today's ‘List of Business' which says, 'the
situation ansing due to changes in the school text books by the Central
Government’. So, you use English as a medium or as a subject, we will use
this kind of English itself at the highest level.

Sir, we are discussing the effects of a Government Order of the
Ministry of Human Resource Development passed on 12" June, 2004.
Probably, everybody is aware that 12 June 1s a catastrophic date for this
country. That was the date when 29 years ago, the then Prime Minister was
unseated by a court order and what followed was the darkest period of our
democracy. Same catastrophe awaits us because of this Order of 12" June,
2004. At that time, during Emergency, the history was moulded according to
the choice of the rulers, which was sought to be encapsulated and was
buried deep so that generations thereafter would understand the history as
they wantad them to understand. Similar sinister effort is sought to be made
again by this 12™ June, 2004 Order. ...(nterruptions)... Yas, ves, there was a
capsule which was buned, which was taken out, and that capsule contained
pervert history.

SHRI ANAND SHARMA (Himachal Pradesh) : Please yield for a
minute. ...{Intorrupfions)... Let him decide whether he wants to yield or not;
otherwise, it is all right, and | will sit.

SHRI BALAWANT alias BAL APTE: We are already late.

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: | will just take half-a-minute You have
made a referencs.

SHRI BALAWANT alias BAL APTE" If | yield, | will have to reply and

my response will get longer, and the Deputy Chairman will have t0 permit
me. ...[nferruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Let him speak ..{ntarruptions)...

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: | deeply appreciate that, at least, he has
yieided. He has made a reference to a capsule being buried to distort
history during the Emergency, which is not correct. After Emergency was
over, there was a Commission which was set up by the then Education
Minister in the Janata Party Govrenment and he stood for days and weeks
with an umbrella in hand - you take out the records - trying to find the
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capsule. The capsule was dug out and they could not find a single
objectionable thing. It is just one thing which | am correcting. Dr. Murh
Manohar Joshij 18 hera. [f they say anything objectionable, only they know
and the rest of the country is in dark

SHRI BALAWANT alias BAL APTE: The fact remains that a capsule
‘s buried. A capsule, according to them, included history of their choice.
The Emergency was not over. The Emergency regime was overthrown by
the people. They were thrown out of power. Evil was buned and the
capsule was taken out. ...{nterruptions)...

SHRI V. NARAYANASAMY:. Were you not thrown out of power
because you distorted history? ...{nterruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Narayanasamy, please.
{nterruptions)...

SHRI BALAVANT alias BALL APTE:. | am ready to vield to some
logical argument. ...(nferruptions)... | am not yielding. ...{nterruptions)... | do
not yield to noise; 1 yield to logic. Therefore, | am not yielding to you.
..(ntarruptions).. By this catastrophic order, eminent historians are sought
to be appointed to review the text books. But this review 1 guided. These
historians have no choice. What the historians have been told is that they
should consider the text books and what their recommandations should be.
So, the historians are appointed. Their recommendations are enumerated n
the order of appointing them and as to what they should recommend, 'you
are appointed, you say this.' Their recommendations should be ‘for
removing distorted and communally biased portions and for inciuding short
passages, which will fill in the gaps which some of these books, are
supposed tc be hawing." So, the order is vitiated by pre-judgement,
prejudice and ideological myopia. Experts are appointed. It 18 an idle
exercise because what the experts should recommend is already said here.

- S0, there ars portions, which are distorted and communally-bvased, and |
tell you what they are and then you racommend to me that you remove
them. This is not the way the experts are asked to work. This is the way
experts are used. Here some experts have permitted themselves to be
used by selling their intellect. | really do not consider them experts because
of this. So, this order, as | said, is a matter of pre-judgement, is a matter
of prejudice and it suffers from ideological myopia. The text books are
already there in the field. During the last two years, six crores of copies of
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these text books have been sold. They are applied and used in most of the
States, including Congress led State Governments. They arse used by the
teachers with great satisfaction and the demand for them is growing every
day. This is a matter of record, which should be understood before an
undue and unholy haste is made for withdrawing all these popular text
books. Now | come to the question of communalisation of curricula of
these textbooks. Some of the friends of the hon. Minister, when he was
not in office, tried to go to the Supreme Court, filed a writ petition and ?
that writ petition, the very questions, which are being touted now, were
raised. | would like to pont out two questions, which were axpressly
argued before the Supreme Court.

One 18, 'the respondants, that is the Government have not sought
the approval of the Centrai Advisory Board of Education to the national
curricvium framework for school education and without obtaining the
approval of CABE, j.e., Central Advisory Board of Education, NCFSE cannct
he implemented. That is one point. NCFSC cannot be implemented.
Secondly, 'NCSFE, that is the Natonal Curnculum and the Syllabi framed
there under are unconstitutional as the same are violative of the rubric of
secularism, which is part of the basic structure of our Constitution.' Both
thes. questions were answered with a resounding 'no' by the Supremse
Court. So, what is being done today in the name of secuiarism I3
inconsistent with what the Supreme Court has said. Supreme Court has
unanimously said, "The rubric of secularism 15 not disturbed by the new
curriculum produced by the NCERT". Probably they want the Suprems
Court orders to justify their secularism when it 15 convenient, but they want
to ignore the Suprems Court orders when it s not convenient to their kind
of secularism. | believe this is not the way you function as a Government,
this 1s not the way you function politically.

There is one more aspect and it 1s the procedure that has to be
adopted by the NCERT. During this session, a question was put to the
hon. Minister with the hope that he will enlighten us on what the procedure
to be adopted by the NCERT should be. The specific question was:
'whether it is a fact that NCERT text books are studied exclusively by
students in the CBSE affiliated schools? What procedure is laid down and
followed in carrying out such revisions on each occasion.' There is a
lengthy reply but this reply dces not mention the procedure that is sought to
be or that is required to be followed by the NCERT. The only sentence in
respect of procedure concemned 1s, ‘It seeks to ensure all processes are
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duly followed which were undermined during the last few years'. What
processes? The reply is blissfully silent because probably the Minister was
not aware what that procedure was. But the procedure which | have is:
there were 20 steps which were taken by the NCERT for interaction with
experts, interaction with parents, interaction with educationists and
interaction with State Governmants, Seminars at all levels were held,
mestings with Education Ministers were held, mestings with Chief Mmnisters
were held, communications are there, and naturally it is not convenient and
therefore, it is not considered. Then, there is one word about experts. Sir,
in this country an art is developed by those of the persuasion of the Left,
calling each other experts and then inviting each other and reviewing each
other's books and creating an aura of a peer group of experts and then
inviting each other. They, then, call themselves as eminent histcrians.
Now, fortunately, bacause of some research, 'eminent historian' has become
A term of art in this country because everybody is reminded by those words
about the book by Shri Arun Shourie which spoke about the work of these
eminent historians, and they spent the treasury’s money without producing
results. Everybody is reminded of this by the use of two words only,
'‘eminent historians’. Therefore, those eminent historians are again being
brought into the picture 30 as to write a new kind of history.

MA. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Kindly conclude. Mr. Apte, please
conclude now.

SHRI BALAVANT ALIAS BAL AFTE : Yes, Sir. | am concluding.
What | am disturbed about is, this attempt - | don't know whether | can use
the word, ‘secularisation’ - i not an isolated one. This is one in a chain
adopted by the present dispensation and it is reflected in various ways.
Somebody, while blaming the former HRD Minister, talked about the Two-
Nation theory. And the symbol of the Two-Nation theory 18, today, part of
the Union Cabinet. Therefore, | say that this is not an isolated instance.
This is a part of a great series which indicates the pre-partition syndrome
and creates a similar threat as was created on 12" June, 1975.

MRA. DERPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude now.

SHRI BALAWANT ALIAS BAL APTE: Sir, we have the incident of
Ishrat Jahan. We have the POTA. We have the Muslim League
participating. Therefore, | believe that this kind of mentality will divide the
country, will divide the society, will divide the polity. Therefore, this division
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has to be stopped, this attempt has to be stopped by the people with all
their might. Thank you.

SHRI R. SHUNMUGASUNDARAM (Tamil Nadu). Thank you very
much, Mr. Daputy Chairman, Sir, for the opportunity given to me to speak
on this subject. | consider it as the greatest sin to twist the history and is
still greater a sin and injustice o leave out and erase any portion or any due
contribution of a particular society from the history books. The pane! of
historians - Mr. 8. Settar, Mr. J.S. Grewal and Mr. Barun De - submitted a
Report to the Ministry of HRD in July, 2004. it is painfu! to note that in
Appendix 1A, at page 12, it says that about 1,050 schools in the country are
compelled to teach wrong history of this nation. Of these 1,050 schools,
150 schools are in Tamil Nadu alone which are following the CBSE system
of education. These schools, it is really painful to learn, are teaching wrong
history and twisted history. As per the Report, there is a lopsided treatment
of the ancient history of India. The Report says that the ancient India is
identified with Indo-Gangetic zone. The events of the rast of the country,
the entire peninsula, North-East and parts of the extreme East are more or
less viewed as of no relevance by those who prepared this syllabus. This is
bome out also from the fact that out of 89 pages devoted to the study of
ancient history, not even 9 full pages are spared for the history of the
peninsular India.

In the Southern part of India, which has got the ancient history and
very rich culture - this is ewident from the Report that over 50,000
inscriptions have been found. They speak wvolumes of history of the
Southern part of India. At page 10 of Appendix A the Report says about
the wrong statement of the inscription stons, which is called as Nadukal,
and a different name has been given t¢ it. The Nadukal, as per the ancient
Tamil literature, is a stone installed in a particular place depicting the valour
of a particular king or a soldier and it contains the contemporary records of
the happenings in a particular area and a lot of such inscriptions were found
and there is a wrong statement on this is really panful.

At the same page, it has slso been reported that the period of
Chola Kingdom and their achievements have been wrongly stated. The
Chola kings of Tamil Nadu, the history says, had conguered the South-East
Asian countries. We have inscriptions at places like, Java and Sumatra,
which were, at some point of time, ruled by Cholas, That has also been
wrongly stated. Then, in paragraph 4 of the Report, it has also been
mentioned that some facts about the Sangam Literature and their method of
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selection have wrongly been stated. The Sangam Literature of Tami
language had been in practice for over 2000 years. There were poet
laureates and literary geniuses in the royal court. The literary works, at that
time, used to be selected through a special method. They were
racognised. In fact, they were given a greater recognition. The literature,
like, Purananooru and Agananooru, which contained 400 poems each, have
the treasure of knowledge about literature and history. Further, there are
historical accounts which show that the ancient Tamil kings, kke Pandya,
had ambassadorial relationship in Europe. All this is evident from histoncal
records present, both in the Europsan history and the Tamil history. The
British came to India mn late 17" century. And about 200-300 years prior to
that, the Dutch came. And, prior to seventh century some Chinese
travellers visited India. All of them had recorded the history of tha Southemn
part of India. it is painful that none of them have been referred in the text
books which are being taught. Sir, here, | would like to make a particular
refarence to one of the books, written by one, Shri A.C. Gover, a Britisher,
who was here nearly two centuries ago. He had written a book 'Folk Songs
of Southern ndia’, which had been submitted to the Royal Asiatic Society,
London., In this book, he had a lot of details to speak about the ancient
Tamit history, particularly about the Thirukkural. All ¢of them have been
omitted. Even in the modern history, it is painful to see, the contributions
made by Subramanaya Bharati, one of the great posets, one of the leading
freedom movement personalities in the Southem part of India, have been
omitted. With thase words, | conclude, Sir.

MR DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: The general discussion on the Short
Duration Discussion s over. Hon., Minister of Human Resource
Development will reply to the debate tomorrow. The House, now, stands
adjourn till 11.00 a.m. tomorrow, the 19" August, 2004.

The House then adjourned at fourteen minutes past seven of the clock till
eleven of the clock on Thursday, the 18" August, 2004,
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