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first-served basis, then, I think, that would help? Another thing is, Sir, at the time of
the departure of the flight, the fares are increased by 400 per cent. You can allow them
to increase the fares as per the demand but it should not be abnormal. So, at least, fix
a ceiling. Sometimes, it is Rs. 4,000 and it goes up to Rs. 16,000 and Rs. 18,000 for
a smaller sector, and people who are in a hurry and who are in a distress face a lot of

trouble. Therefore, I would like to know from the Minister...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Right. It is a suggestion. ... (Interruptions)... It is a suggestion

for action.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: The Ministry should intervene to fix a ceiling so that it
should not increase by 200 per cent or something like that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It 1s a suggestion {or action.
Crimes against SCs/STs

*3. SHRI SHAMSHER SINGH DULLO: Will the Minister of HOME AFFATRS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether crimes against persons belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled

Tribes have increased during the last four years;
(b)y if so, the reasons therefor;

(c) the total number of cases of crimes that were reported and registered against

persons who committed such crimes; and

(dy whether legal protection is provided to victims and families of these

communities?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS (SHRI
HANSRAT GANGARAM AHIR): (a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the table of the

House.

(a) to (c¢) No Sir, the data does not show any such trend. As per the latest available
published information with National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), the data with
respect to cases registered in crimes against persons belonging to Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes from 2013-16 1s as under:

Years 2013 2014 2015 2016

Scheduled Castes 39,408 40,401 38,670 40,801

Scheduled Tribes 6,793 6,827 6,276 6,568
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(dy Section 13A of the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act {PoA} 1989, as amended, specifies that it shall be the duty and
responsibility of the State to make arrangements for the protection of victims, their
dependents, and witnesses against any kind of intimidation or coercion or inducement or

violence or threats of violence.

As regards legal protection, for speedy trial of the PoA Act related cases in courts,
Section 14 of the PoA Act, inter alia, provides for establishing an Exclusive Special Court
for one or more Districts by the concerned State/Union Territory, with concurrence of the
Chief Justice of the High Court. However, in districts with lesser number of cases under
this Act, the State Government shall, with the concurrence of the Chief Justice of the
High Court, by notification in the official gazette, specify for such districts, the Court of
Session to be a Special Court. Further, Section 15 of the PoA Act provides for specifying
Special Public Prosecutor and Exclusive Special Public Prosecutor for conduct of cases

in Special Courts and Exclusive Special Courts respectively.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please ask the question. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please don't deviate from the main question. ... ({rnferruptions)...

And let us not make comments. Get the answer.
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That 1s the 1ssue, serious 1ssue. If you divert it, then you are not doing justice.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Second supplementary question. Be specific.
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MR. CHATRMAN: Question, please.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the reply. ...(Interruptions)... This is not going on
record. ...{Interruptions)... This has become a habit of some hon. Members to deviate
and then make political comments which are not doing justice to the cause. This is how

they have been deprived all these years. ST * aTaT a1 2, 8 ReavTs I Fravra gifom)
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SHRID. RATA: Sir, it 1s good that when this question 1s taken up, the Home Mimister
1s present in the House. Sir, the Government has given the data with respect to the cases
registered in crime against persons. The Government in a way admits that there are cases

unregistered and it is a fact, there is an increase in atrocities, crimes, committed against

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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Dalits and adivasis in our country. Sir, my question is, the recent verdict of the Supreme
Court two-judge bench has made the Scheduled Castes/Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act literally redundant, ineffective and it has diluted the very essence of this
Act.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Raja, question please.

SHRI D. RATA: Sir, several Ministers of the Government and the Social Justice
Minister are sitting here. He has made a statement that the Government will make all
efforts to strengthen this Act, and there was a talk about the Ordinance to protect the
interest of dalits and adivasis. Now, I am asking the Home Minister what this Government

is going to do to strengthen this Act.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: T have to look after all the sections of the entire House.

DR. NARENDRA JADHAYV: Sir, The situation is really grave, and [ welcome the
establishment of exclusive special courts. There is a question. To what extent has there

been an increase in the number of crimes against the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
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Tribes women, and what is the conviction rate as far as the cases against the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes women are concerned? And how does it compare with the

general cases registered under the Indian Penal Code?
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PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA: Thank you very much, Sir. I just join this
discussion because I believe the complaint is not against any political party, fsft g
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Hurdles faced by WTO

*4  SHRIT RATHINAVEL: Will the Minister of COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY
be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the trade Ministers from various countries feel that

World Trade Organisation is facing significant hurdles;



