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entrusted to Empowered Expert Committee (EEC) constituted for selection of Institutions
of Eminence. EEC, after thorough examination of applications and presentations made by

the Institutions/Sponsoring Organizations, made its recommendations to UGC.

The report of EEC was considered and approved by UGC in its meeting held on 9th
July, 2018 and recommended that the following 3 Institutions {rom private category for

1ssuance of Letter to Intent:
(1) Birla Institute of Technology & Sciences, Pilani
(i) Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal
(ii1) One Institution (Jio Institute) under the Greenfield category.

These Institutions were recommended and approved by EEC and the UGC based
on their detailed fifteen year strategic vision plan and a five year rolling implementation
plan viz. Academic Plan, Faculty Recruitment Plan, Students Admission plan, Research
Plan, Networking Plan, Infrastructure development Plan, Finance Plan, Administrative
Plan, Governance Plan, etc. with clear annual milestones and action plans on how the
Institutions of Eminence Deemed to be Universities are to be set up, with identifiable
outputs and outcomes and how their plan to meet the criteria for attaining the status of an
Institution of Eminence Deemed to be University, as mentioned in their application and

presentations made before the EEC.

The Sponsoring Organization of the Jio Institute has proposed to set up the
Institution at Karjat, Maharashtra. The Institution has been given Letter of Intent for
setting up Institutions of Eminence Deemed to be University in the next three years. The
Sponsoring Organization will submit a report to this Ministry indicating its readiness for
commencing academic programmes, within three year of this Letter of Intent. During this
period, the proposed Institution will not admit students in the Institute. The students will
only be admitted after issuance of Notification by this Ministry.

Status of Institutions of Eminence

*105.SHRI RAVI PRAKASH VERMA : Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has granted status of Institutions of Eminence to six

private and public sector institutions of higher education in 2018;
(by 1if so, the details thereof, institution-wise; and

(c) the details of criteria adopted for granting the status to such institutions?
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THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI PRAKASH
JAVADEKAR): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (c) As per the budget announcement, 2016, the University Grants Commission
(UGC) issued / notified the UGC (Declaration of Government Educational Institutions as
Institutions of Eminence] Guidelines, 2017 for public institutions and UGC (Institutions
of Eminence Deemed to be Universities) Regulations, 2017 for private institutions for
setting up/upgrading up of 20 institutions (10 from public sector and 10 from private

sector) as world class teaching and research institutions called as 'Tnstitutions of Eminence’
(ToEs).

Accordingly, applications were nvited through UGC's notification dated 13th
September, 2017 from existing Government Institutions and existing Private Institution
along with from Sponsoring Organizations which intends to set up new Institutions of
Eminence Deemed to be University. In this regard, 114 applications - 74 from public
sector and 40 from private sector, including 11 applications in the Greenfield projects

have been received.

These applications had been entrusted to Empowered Expert Committee (EEC)
constituted for this purpose. EEC, after thorough examination of applications and

presentations made by the institutions, made its recommendations to UGC.

UGC in its meeting held on 9th July, 2018 considered and approved the report of
EEC report and recommended that the following 3 institutions from the public category

for issuance of Orders as Institutions of Eminence:
(1) Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore
(i) Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi
(i11) Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay

In addition, the following three Institutions have been recommended for issuance

of Letter of Intent:
(1) Birla Institute of Technology & Sciences, Pilani
(1) Manipal Academy of Higher Education, Manipal

(ii1) Jio Institute under the Greenfield category. It will be set up of as an Institutions

of Eminence Deemed to be University within three vears of issuance of Letter of Intent'.
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These Institutions have been recommended and approved by EEC & UGC based
on their detailed fifteen year strategic vision plan and a five year rolling implementation
plan viz. Academic Plan, Faculty Recruitment Plan, Students Admission plan, Research
Plan, Networking Plan, Infrastructure development Plan, Finance Plan, Administrative
Plan, Governance Plan, etc. with clear annual milestones and action plans on how the
Institutions of Eminence are to be set up, with identifiable outputs and outcomes and how
their plan to meet the criteria for attaining the status of an Institution of Eminence, as

mentioned in their application and presentations made before the EEC.

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Sir, I have laid the answer for Question No. 93 on
the Table of the House.

MR. CHAIRMAN: You may include the other Questions; Question Nos. 103 and
105, also.

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Yes, Sir.

SHRI A. VIJAYAKUMAR: Sir, I am thankful to you for permitting me to put a

supplementary question on an important issue.

I have gone through the Minister's reply. The recommendations that have been
made show how the influential could pass all common logic and recommend the status of
"Tnstitutions of Eminence' to a non-existent institution, thus equating the Indian Institute
of Science and IIT with Jic Institute. Political and commercial influences have reached

the peak in the country.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Put the question, Mr. Vijayakumar.

SHRI A. VIJAYAKUMAR: Sir, I wish to mention here that the Government of
Tamil Nadu too had urged not to bifurcate the UGC. Besides, the States only engage
technical universities. Humanities and law should also be included here. My question
to the Minister i1s whether the Government would reconsider the status given to a Jio

Institute as a Greenfield Institute of Eminence.

MR. CHAIRMAN: He has already answered that question in the House, but still he

may do so again.

SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: Yes, Sir. I would still answer it since it is an
important issue. There were 114 applications seeking the status of 'Institute of
Eminence'. There were 74 public universities, that is, State and Central, and public-
funded institutes and 29 private institutes which are in existence. And there was a third

category created by the Empowered Committee termed as 'Green Field Category'. So,



Oral Answers [26 July, 2018] to Questions 45
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SHRI A. VITAYAKUMAR: Sir, there are so many comments in the Indian news

papers. [ want to quote two newspapers. The Economic Times says ... (Inferruptions) ...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Don't do it. You just ask question.

SHRI A. VIJAYAKUMAR: Will the Government come with a White Paper on

selection of Jio Institute in Green Field Category to clear the air among the people?
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Ritabrata Banerjee; absent. Shri Ravi Prakash Verma;
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SHRID. RATA: Sir, initially the Government announced ten institutions from public
category and ten institutions among private universities which would be considered for
according the status of institutions of eminence. But the so-called Empowered Expert
Committee restricted it to three from public category and three from private, and one
category which 1s yet to be started is Green Field Umversity.

MR. CHATRMAN: Please ask the question.

SHRID. RAJA: Sir, the ITT Chennai is considered to be one of the best in the country
and one of the best in the world. Secondly, Jawaharlal Nehru University continues to be

one of the best. ... (Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please ask the question.

SHRI D. RAJA: Why are these two institutions not being considered for according

the status of eminence?
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SHRI D. RATA: What about INU?
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Derelk O'Brien.

oft R MIEA: TN, T O 114 universities =T TwATs fopam 2, 11 Central
Universities, 27 Institute of National Importanc, 27 State Universities and 10 Private
Universities, 2 3@ SI1 JFARCIS €, T § 371 P9 background €1 They have a

track record. My question to the Minister is a very direct one. What is the track record
of a University which does not have a Facebook account or even a Twitter account? Can
he just make it very clear to the House that this Jio Institute has not got a letter of
eminence? .. (Interruptions).. Yes, let him just make it very clear because it is an

unconvincing argument, even he knows. .. (Interruptions). ..
MR. CHAIRMAN: No; that 1s a different thing. You have to ask question.

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: My question arises because I have seen the answers to Q.
Nos. 93 and 103. It was very apparent...

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is your question?

SHRI DEREK O'BRIEN: My question is: Has it become a University of Eminence?
'"Yes' or 'No', because media reports tell us something, that it is linked with election bonds.
I don't want to get into that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Minister, 'Yes' or 'No'?
SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: No.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
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SHRI PRAKASH JAVADEKAR: The Institute has not been accorded the status
of eminence. It has only been given Letter of Intent on the recommendation of the

Empowered Committee.
MR. CHATRMAN: Thank you. Now, Question No. 94.
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