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Statement-IT

Details of the major conservaiion works carried out in the

last 3 financial years and the current year

Monuments under Chamba sub circle: Major repair works were carried out
such as providing flooring to the damaged floors and changing of roof tiles of the
different temples within the sub circle such as the Chaurasi group at Bharmour,
Laxmi Narayan Temple, at Chamba and Chamunda Devi temple at Chamba and
Shakti Devi at Chatrari.

Monuments of Kangra sub circle: Repair and restoration works were carmed
out within major monuments of Kangra sub circle such as the conservation of the
retaining wall at Sheesh Mahal at Kangra fort, repairs to the retaining wall and
bastions of the Noorpur fort, comprehensive conservation work and development of
overall tourist amenities at rock cut temple at Masroor and repairs of the retaining
wall of the Suanpur, Katoch palace at Tihra Sujanpur beside providing basic annual
maintenance to other important monuments such as the Shiv Temple at Baijnath and

changing of floor tiles at the temple of Ashapur.

Monuments of Mandi sub circle: Annual maintenance and conservation works
were carried out in the monuments of Mandi such as the Trilokinath temple and
Panchvaktra temple. Regular cleaning and clearing of vegetation were carried out in
monuments of Kullu district. Special repairs were undertaken n the monuments of the
tribal zone such as the Buddhist monastery at Tabo in Spiti including the repairs of
the fallen roof of the gtsung-la-khang. A small insite museum 1s under construction
in the current financial year Major repair works has also been undertaken at the
Mrikula devi temple at Udaypur which includes changing of old rotten planks and

providing structural stability to the temple complex.

Monuments of the Shimla sub circle: under the head of civil deposit work
repair, restoration and conservation works were carried out in the Vice-Regal lodge
{Rashtrapati Niwas) including repairs to parapets, roof of the council chamber,
water tightening of the front verandah and porch and other repair works wherever

required.

Preservation and maintenance of Historical

monuments in the country
1473, KUMARI SELJA: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased to state:

{a) whether it 1s a fact that Government has failed to preserve and maintain

the Historical monuments 1n the country;



142 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

(b) if so, whether it is a fact that Supreme Court of India has issued some
guidelines to Government to take necessary action about safety and preservation of

Historical monuments of the country; and

{c) if so, the details thereof along with action taken by Government in this

regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) No, Sir. Conservation, preservation, environmental development and
maintenance work of protected monuments in the country is regularly attended by
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) as per requirements of different sites and

availability of resources and they are in a good state of preservation.

(b) and (¢) No such guidelines have been issued by the Hon’ble Supreme Court
of India.

Discovery of ancient Sarcophagus in Tamil Nadu

1474, SHRI T. RATHINAVEL: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased to
state:

{a) whether 1t 1s a fact that Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has discovered
2,300 years old Sarcophagus in Tamil Nadu;

{b) 1if so, the details thereof;

{c) whether it 15 also a fact that ASI findings have established the existence of

a Megalithic culture in Pallavaram in Tamil Nadu; and
{d) 1if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) to (d) Sarcophagus measuring 170 x50 x 46cm has been discovered
at Megalithic caims and cists showing clear structural postures in Pallavaram. The
said earthen ware is devoid of iron objects or grave pots or skeleton remains.
Comparing the same type of sarcophagus excavated from the other megalithic sites
like Siruthavur and Sanur, this can be dated to c¢. 3rd century BCE to 3rd century
CE. Hence megalithic culture at this place has been established.

Fund for development of Jallianwala Bagh National monuments
1475 SHRI SHWAIT MALIK: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased to state:

{a) whether Jallianwala Bagh is a National monument as thousands of Nationalists

had sacrificed their lives for the country at this place in April, 1919;



