Written Answers to [2 February, 2018] Unstarred Questions 231

Hindrances in procurement of Tur pulse in Maharashtra

83. SHRI RAJKUMAR DHOOT: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(a) the total production of Tur pulse in the State of Maharashtra during the
recent crop seasor

(b) the quantity of Tur procured by Government agencies in the State at MSP;

(¢c) whether it is a fact that Tur producers faced hindrances in selling their
produce and cases of connivance of Government agencies and private traders have
also come to light;

(d) if so, the details thereof, and
(e) the action Government has taken in the matter?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS,
FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI C. R. CHAUDHARY): (a) As per
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation and Farmers Welfare (DAC&FW), State-wise
Ist Advance Estimates of Production of Foodgrains during 2017-18, the estimated
production of Tur in Maharashtra is 11.17 lakh metric tonne (LMT).

(b) to (¢) During Kharif 2017, Government has approved procurement of 4.468
LMT Tur in Maharashtra at Minimum Support Price (MSP) under the Price Support
Scheme (PSS) implemented by DAC&FW to provide remunerative prices to the farmers
to encourage higher investment and production. PSS is implemented at the request of
State Government, which agrees to exempt the procured commodity from levy of Mandi
tax and assist Central Nodal Agencies in logistics arrangement including providing
gunny bags; working capital to State agencies, e¢tc., as required under the Scheme.

Impact of automation and artificial intelligence on IT jobs

84. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of ELECTRONICS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government has conducted any study to assess and mitigate the
qualitative and quantitative extent of impact on IT jobs duec to new technologies
like automation and Artificial Intelligence, and

(b) the steps taken by Government to enhance the skill of IT workforce to
improve their employability?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI K. J. ALPHONS): (a) Yes, Sir.
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(b) The industry, both globally and in India, is witnessing unprecedented technology
driven changes. These demand new sets of skills and are opening opportunities for
newer job roles. The stakeholders covering industry, academia and Sector Skills
Councils are working to ensure that the existing workforce is re-skilled/up-skilled
in emerging technologies and job roles. Most companies (large, medium and small)
are also implementing rigorous training programs to re-skill/up-skill their existing
employees in new and emerging technologies.

In addition, various skilling/training initiatives are being taken under the aegis
of MeitY to enhance the skill of IT workforce and improve its employability in the
manufacturing and service sectors of electronics and IT industry. The National Institute
of Electronics and Information Technology (NIELIT) and Centre for Development
of Advanced Computing (C- DAC), the autonomous socictics of MeitY, offer both
short and long term, industry specific courses. Further, other organizations/attached
offices of MeitY such as ERNET India, Media Lab Asia, CSC E-Governance Services
India Limited, STQC and NIC are also engaged in training of various stakeholders
in small numbers.

Access to information stored in IT servers

85. SHRI C. P. NARAYANAN: Will the Minister of ELECTRONICS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that any information stored by us in servers can be
accessed by others;

(b) to what extent Government has ensured privacy of citizens information stored
in IT apparatus;

(c) to what extent Government information is protected; and

(d) whether it is also a fact that interested countriecs and entreprencurs are
capitalizing on citizens information?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ELECTRONICS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI K. J. ALPHONYS): (a) to (c) The Government
websites host information for public dissemination and no sensitive information is
hosted on such portals. As per the guidelines of the Government, the computer
systems with sensitive information are isolated from the internet. Also, user level
access control is built-into the systems so that only authorized users can access
information to the extent intended. In tune with the dynamic nature of Information
Technology and emerging cyber threats, continuous efforts are required to be made
to protect information stored on servers by way of appropriate security controls.



