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(b) if so, the details thereof and by when the said scheme is likely to be

implemented,;
(c)  the per litre cost of drinking water so produced from these plants; and

(d)  the steps taken to popularise the technology to convert sea water into

potable water?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EARTH SCIENCES (SHRI Y.
S. CHOWDARY): (a) Ministry of Earth Sciences has not formulated any scheme to
set up desalination plants in the coastal areas for producing drinking water from sea

water.
(b)  Does not arise.

(¢c)  The cost per liter of desalination would depend on the technology used
and cost of electricity which varies from place to place. According to the cost estimates
made by an independent agency for LTTD technology, the cost per litre of desalinated

potable water is about 61 paise for island based plants.

(d)  Information about the desalination program and technology has been
disseminated through newspapers, pamphlets, websites and annual reports of Ministry
of Earth Sciences and National Institute of Ocean Technology. The models of LTTD
plants setup by NIOT are displaced in all the major exhibitions and important science

forums.
Concerns and problems of field-level staff

210, SHRIBHUPENDER YADAV: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a)  whether Government has undertaken any study to understand the concerns
and problems of field-level staff, including forest guards and forest rangers in the forest

department;

(b)  the details of the actual average f{orest area under the jurisdiction of {orest

guards and rangers, State-wise;

(¢)  whether the average forest area under jurisdiction of forest guards and

rangers is more than the prescribed upper limit, if any; and
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(d)  the details of the steps taken by Government to improve the working

conditions of such field-level staff?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST
AND CLIMATE CHANGE (DR. MAHESH SHARMA): (a) No, Sir. The Ministry of
Environment, Forest and Climate Change has not undertaken any study to understand
the concerns and problems of field-level staff, field {unctionaries including Forest
Guards and Forest Rangers in the Forest Department. Forest Guards and Forest Rangers
are recruited and managed by respective State Forest Departments (SFDs). As such,
the problems faced by the Forest Guards and Rangers are addressed by the concemed
States.

(b) and {¢) The recorded forest area of all States/UT's as given in the ISFR, 2015
is given in the Statement (See below). The Forest is managed by the State Forest
Department under well-structured management units. The lowest unit called forest
beats is managed by Forest Guard whose jurisdiction encompasses various contiguous
villages/forest compartments with average area between 10-15 square kilometers which
depends upon the forest type and ease to patrol the area under their jurisdiction. Forest
Ranges are managed by Forest Rangers. Average area of a Forest Range varies widely
from State to State and would be roughly about 50-150 square kilometres. The State
Government fix cadre for these functional units. However the number of these units
varies with states and 1s dynamic and modified by the forest department as per the

requirement from time to time.

(d)  The working condition of field level staff is primarily the responsibility of
the State/Union Territory Governments. The concerned State and Union Territory
Governments within the limited resources take various measures such as strengthening
of infrastructure, mobility, communication, arms and ammunitions, strengthening of
check posts etc. to provide safety for forest officers in the field. Further the Central
Government also supplements the efforts of the State and Union Territory Governments
through its schemes namely Intensification of Forest Management Scheme, Integrated
Development of Wildlife Habitats, Project Elephant and Project Tiger by providing
funds to the State and Union Territory Governments. The Directorate of Forest Education
provides financial assistance to organmise short-term (1/2 weeks) refresher courses to
supplements the efforts of Various States for the training and capacity building of the
Frontline Staff (Deputy Rangers, Foresters and Forest Guards) through the respective

State Forest Training Institutes.
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Statement
Forest Cover in States/UTs in India

(area in sq km)

States/UTs Geogra- RFAas RFA (as revised Total  Percent
phical  repor- by SFDs) REA of
Area ted in RF PF Unclassed 2015 GA
({GA) ISFR Forests
2013
M @ 3 ) &) © @ ®
Andhra 160204 63814 3195 5,060 230 37258 13.54
Pradesh
Arunachal 83,743 51541 10589 9779 31,039 51,407 61.39
Pradesh
Assam 78438 26832 17864 0 8,968 26,832 3421
Bihar 94,163 6,473 693 579 1 6,493 6.90
Chhattisgarh 1,35191 59772 25782 24036 9,954 59772 4421
Delhi 1,483 85 78 4 4] 102 6.88
Goa 3702 1,225 253 0 972 1,225 33.09
Gujarat 196022 21647 14373 2,886 4388 21,647 11.04
Haryana 44212 1.559 249 1158 152 1,559 353
Hiraachal 55673 37033 1,898 33130 2,005 37,033 66.52
Pradesh
Jammu and 22223 20230 17643 2,551 36 20,230 910
Kashmir
Tharkhand 714 23605 4387 19185 3B 23,605 2961
Kamataka 191,791 38284 2869 3931 5.663 38,284 19.96
Kerala 3883 11,309 11,300 0 0 11,309 2910
Madhya 308245 94689 6188 31098 1,705 94,689 30.72
Pradesh
Maharashtra 307713 61,357 49546 6,733 5.300 61,579 20.01
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M @ &) S ) © Y] ®
Manipur 22327 17418 1467 4171 11780 17418 7801
Meghalaya 2429  94% 1113 12 8.371 0496 4234
Mizoram 21081 16717 4483 0 1,158 5641 2676
Nagaland 16579 9222 86 508 8.628 9222 5562
Odisha 155707 58136 26329 15525 16282 58136 3734
Punjab 50362 3,084 4 1137 1,903 3084 612
Rajasthan 342230 32737 12475 18217 2045 32737 957
Sikkim 7096 5841 5452 380 0 5841 8231
Tamil Nadu 130058 22877 20293 1782 82 22877 1759
Telangana 114,865 0 20353 5939 612 26904 2342
Tripura 10486 6294 4175 2 2,117 6294 6002

Uttar Pradesh — 240928 16,583 12,071 1,157 3354 16,582 6.88

Uttarakhand 53,483 34651 26547 9,885 1,568 38,000 71.05
West Bengal 88,752 11,879 7,054 3,772 1,053 11,879 1338
Andaman and 8,249 7171 5613 1,558 0 17 2693

Nicobar Islands

Chandigarh 114 35 32 0 3 3 3070
Dadra and 491 204 199 5 0 204 41.55
Nagar Haveli

Daman and Diu 12 8 0 0 8 8 7.14
Lakshadweep 32 0 0 0 0 0 0
Puducherry 480 13 0 2 11 13 27

Grano Torar 3287263 771,821 424985 209440 130,141 764,566 2326




