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Poor broadband penetration in the country

4548, SHRIMATT SASIKAL A PUSHPA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware of the fact that broadband penetration is very

poor in the country compared to other countries;
(b) if so, the details thereof,

(¢) whether Government has formulated any comprehensive plan to increase the

broadband penetration in the country;
(d) it so, the details thereofl;, and
(e) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANOIT SINHA): (a) and (b) As per "The Indian Telecom Services Performance
Indicators" reports published by Telecom Regulatory Authonity of India (TRAT), there
were total 44596 Million internet subscribers in the Country as on 31st December' 2017
Out of this, 362.87 Million were broadband subscribers. Further, intermet penetration
(Internet Subscribers per 100 population) was 34.42 in the country as on 31st December,
2017,

According to "The State of Broadband 2017" report published by Broadband
Commission under International Telecommunication Union (ITU), India had a Fixed
Broadband Subscription of 1.4 per 100 inhabitants and an Active Mobile Broadband
Subscription of 16.8 per 100 inhabitants in 2016. Comparative data for Fixed Broadband
Subscription and Active Mobile Broadband Subscription for various countries including

India in 2016 1s given in the Statement (See below).
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{c) to (e) BharatNet Project is being implemented in a phased manner for connecting
all Gram Panchavats (GPs) (approx. 2,50,000) by broadband in the country. In December,
2017, Phase-1 of this project has been completed by connecting one lakh GPs. As on
25.03.2018, by laying 2,68, 963 km. Optical Fibre Cable (OFC), a total of 1,13,964 Gram
Panchayats (GPs) have been connected, of which 1,04,889 Gram Panchayats have been
made Service Ready. As part of this project, the last mile connectivity, through Wi-Fi
or any other suitable broadband technology is also to be provided at all the GPs in
the country. The project 1s targeted to be completed by March, 2019

Further, Government has allocated 965 MHz spectrum through auction in October,
2016 to various telecom service providers for access services in the country. Telecom
Service Providers are continuously rolling out their networks using this spectrum,
which is resulting into proliferation of affordable internet services and widening of

intemet coverage.
Statement

Fixed-Broadband Subscriptions per 100 inhabitants, 2016 and Active Mobile-
Broadband Subscriptions per 100 inhabitants, 2016

Sl No.  Economy Fixed-Broadband Mobile-broadband

Subscriptions per Subscriptions per
100 inhabitants 100 mhabitants

1 g 3 4

1. Afghanistan 0.03 143

2 Albania 82 526

3 Algeria 69 468

4 Andorra 398 47.8

5 Angola 05 171

6 Antigua and Barbuda 100 442

7 Argentina 169 80.5

8 Armenia 101 539

9 Australia 304 1302

10. Austria 204 883

1L Azerbaijan 186 574
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12. Bahamas 220 Sl2
13. Bahrain 16.8 162.1
14. Bangladesh 38 178
15. Barbados 30.1 593
16. Belarus 333 69.5
17. Belgium 33.0 66,7
13. Belize 6.2 138
19. Benin 0.8 56

20. Bhutan 39 479
21. Bolivia 26 576
22, Bosnia and Herzegovina 174 374
23 Botswana 28 679
24, Brazl 13.0 89.5
25. Brunei Darussalam 83 1166
26. Bulgaria 233 884
27. Burkina Faso 0.05 199
28. Burundi 004 83

29, Cambodia 06 502
30. Cameroon 02 96

3L Canada 373 66.1
32 Cape Verde 30 700
33. Central African Republic 002 33

34. Chad 01 95

35. Chile 160 69.0
36. China 229 66.8
37. Colombia 11.8 455
38. Comoros 04 0.01
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39 Congo (Dem. Rep.) 0.00 142
40, Congo (Rep.) Not Available 251
41. Costa Rica 116 1095
42, Cote d'lvoire 06 475
43 Croatia 246 797
44 Cuba 01 00
45. Cyprus 330 975
46. Czech Republic D747 76.0
47. D.PR. Korea Not Available 143
48 Denmark 42.8 1242
49, Dyjibouti 30 11.6
50. Dominica 212 41.0
51 Dominican Republic 65 492
52 Ecuador 97 472
53, Egypt 52 526
54 El Salvador 6.0 285
35. Equatorial Guinea 05 0.1
56. Eritrea 0.01 00
57 Estonia 311 1250
58. Ethiopia 06 53
59 Fi 14 543
60, Finland 312 153.0
61. France 424 817
62, Gabon 07 66.1 1
63. Gambia 02 213
64. Georgia 158 577
65. Germany 381 802 1
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66, Ghana 03 713
67. Greece 325 513
68. (Grenada 194 329
9. Guatemala 30 139
70. (Guinea 001 15.0
71. Guinea-Bissau 004 6.9
IZ Guyana 16 02
73. Haiti 001 103
74. Honduras 26 225
75. Hong Kong, China 355 1059
76. Hungary 285 44.5
77. Iceland 376 104.0
78. India 14 16.8
79. Indonesia 19 673
80 Iran (IL.R.) 11.6 338
81. Irag Not Available 164
82. Ireland 285 982
83. Israel 281 934
84, ltaly 254 86.7
85. Jamaica 101 562
86. Japan 315 131.9
87. Jordan 58 1188
88, Kazakhstan 13.7 71.0
89. Kenya 03 262
0. Kiribati 01 0.9
9l. Korea (Rep.) 41.1 1115
2 Kuwait 28 66.8
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93, Kyrgyzstan 41 46.1
94, Lao PD.R. 03 347
95, Latvia 256 710
96, Lebanon 256 672
a7. Lesotho 01 369
98 Liberia 02 6.6
9@, Libya 26 349
100, Liechtenstein 424 1452
101, Lithuania 287 768
102, Luxembourg 367 A2
103.  Macao, China 300 332.1
104, Madagascar 01 105
105, Malawi 0.05 18.5
106.  Malaysia 8.7 91.7
107 Maldives 72 727
108, Mali 0.03 24.4
10, Malta 396 714
110.  Marshall Islands 19 0.0
111, Mauritania 03 302
112, Mauritius 169 517
113, Mexico 127 58.8
114, Micronesia 30 0.0
115, Moldova 163 555
116. Monaco 482 64.8
117.  Mongohia 76 82.0
118, Montenegro 185 60.7

119. Morocco 37 46.0
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120, Mozambique 01 495
121.  Myanmar 01 476
122, Namibia 22 66.1
123, Nauru n‘a 364
124, Nepal Not Available 30.8
125, Netherlands 422 87.8
126, New Zealand 342 101.3
127.  Nicaragua 2.8 22.8
128 Niger 01 20

129, Nigeria 001 218
130.  Norway 40.4 101.8
131, Oman 6.2 9.3
132, Pakistan 09 201
133,  Palestine™ 69 0.0

134, Panama 93 297
135, Papua New Guinea 02 92

136.  Paraguay 34 417
137, Peru 6.7 62.0
138.  Philippines 55 463
139, Poland 192 589
140.  Portugal 318 61.1
141, Qatar 10.8 129.2
142, Romania 20.7 - RN
143, Russian Federation 195 75.0
144, Rwanda 02 27.0
145 8. Tome and Principe 07 240
146, Samoa 12 266
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147, San Marino 376 1145
148 Saudi Arabia 108 785
149, Senegal 06 26.1
150, Serbia 189 674
151, Seychelles 149 226
152, Sierra Leone nfa 234
153, Singapore 254 1446
154, Slovakia 245 78.7
155 Slovenia 283 62.3
1%.  Solomon Islands 02 129
157 Somalia 08 24
158, South Africa 28 58.6
159, South Sudan 0.00 12
160, Spain 205 873
161, SriLlanka 41 183
162, St Kitts and Nevis 293 711
163. St Lucia 159 370
164, St Vincent and the Grenadines 200 494
165, Sudan 01 52
166, Suriname 129 696
167, Swaziland 05 130
168 Sweden 363 125.2
169, Switzerland 463 103.7
170, Syria 40 10.4
171, Tajikistan 01 181
172, Tanzania 03 92
173, TFYR Macedonia 179 590
174 Thailand 107 947




Written Answers to [6 April, 2018] Unstarred Questions 21

1 2 3 4
175, Timor-Leste 01 64.6
176, Togo 06 196
177, Tonga 28 56.0
178.  Trinidad and Tobago 189 473
179, Tunisia 56 63.0
180, Turkey 13.6 66.8
181, Turkmenistan 01 142
182, Tuvalu 101 0.0
183.  Uganda 03 337
184 Ukraine 12.0 226
185 United Arab Emirates 133 156.7
186, United Kingdom 392 914
187, United States 324 1200
188.  Uruguay 268 102.0
189, Uzbekistan 91 559
190, Vanuatu 16 223
191.  Vatican Not Available n/a
192, Venezuela 82 446
193, Viet Nam 99 46.6
194, Yemen 16 6.0
195 Zambia 02 322
196, Zimbabwe 1.1 381

Cooperation between BSNL and MTNL on pan-India basis

4549 SHRI AL K. SELVARAT: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased

to state:

(a) whether it 1s a fact that Government wants both BSNL and MTNL to pitch
together for enterprise customers on a pan-India basis, utilising each other's networks

across the country;



