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Cultural exchange programmes among States

501. SHRI BHUPENDER YADAYV: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased
to state:

(a) the list of the State-pairs which have signed Memorandum of Understandings
(MoUs) with each other for cultural exchange programmes within the scheme;

(b) the details of the type of cultural exchange programmes involved in this
scheme for children between various States; and

(¢c) whether Government has designed post-implementation surveys to evaluate
the impact of this scheme on national integration, if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) and (b) There is no scheme being operated by Ministry of Culture
wherein Memorandum of Understandings (MoUs) are signed between State pairs.
However, to protect, preserve and promote various forms of folk art and culture
throughout the country, the Government of India has set up seven Zonal Cultural
Centres (ZCCs) with headquarters at Patiala, Nagpur, Udaipur, Allahabad, Kolkata,
Dimapur and Thanjavur. These ZCCs organize various cultural festivals and programmes
on regular basis in all the States/UTs of India and the cultural troupes are engaged
from different States to perform in the major festivals under National Cultural
Exchange Programme (NCEP).

() Does not arise.
Degeneration of Jama Masjid
502. SHRI AMAR SINGH: Will the Minister of CULTURE be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is aware that Jama Masjid in the Capital has started
degenerating for lack of regular maintenance;

(b) whether Government has received any request from the Shahi Imam of the
Masjid to carry out its repair and if so, the details thercof, and

(c) what action Government has taken thercon?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF CULTURE (DR. MAHESH
SHARMA): (a) to (¢) Jama Masjid at Delhi is not a protected monument of
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). However, on receipt of request from the
Shahi Imam of the Masjid, ASI has taken up essential conservation work of the
Masjid.



