Written Answers to [7 March, 2018] Starred Questions 35

Funds for Guru Ghasidas's birthplace

+*133. DR. BHUSHAN LAL JANGDE: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased

to state:

(a) the details of heads under which an amount of ¥ five crore due from the
Central Government, was spent for construction of Guru Ghasidas's birthplace

'Giroudpuri' in Chhattisgarh;

(b) if the aforesaid amount has not been given to the State, the reasons therefor
and if the said amount was given, the details thercof and reasons for non-utilisation

of the same; and

(¢) whether Government has declared 'Giroudpuri' as a tourist place, if so,

whether Government proposes to take proper action by declaring it as a trust?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI K.J.
ALPHONS): (a) and (b) For the Development of Giroudpuri Tourist Destination in
Chhattisgarh, Ministry of Tourism sanctioned an amount of ¥5.00 crore under the
Product Infrastructure Development for Destination and Circuits (PIDDC) Scheme in the

year 2014-15 along with release of ¥ 1.00 crore as first instalment.

Taking cognizance of the recommendations of 14th Finance Commission regarding
higher devolution of 42% to States from Union Taxes and Duties during its award
period 2015-2020, the Ministry of Finance delinked the PIDDC scheme from Union
support. The unfinished works are being completed by the State Governments from

their own resources.

(¢) The State Government of Chhattisgarh has informed that Giroudpuri, the
birth place of Guru Ghasidas has already been declared as a tourist destination in
2001-02.

Research on alternative fuel

*134. SHRI HARSHVARDHAN SINGH DUNGARPUR: Will the Minister of
PETROLEUM AND NATURAL GAS be pleased to state:

(a) whether any research is being carried out on alternative fuel in the country,
if so, the details thercof;

(b) the funds earmarked and incurred thereon during the years 2014 to 2017,

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



