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Excessive use of pesticides

1619. SHRI K. RAHMAN KHAN: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that the States where excessive use of dangerous pesticides
for agricultural purposes were made, have shown considerable increase in cases of
cancer amongst the agricultural workers and those using their produces;

(b) if so, the measures the ministry would deploy to restrict the excessive use
of pesticides on the agricultural crops by the farmers; and

(c) the schemes Government has introduced to promote organic farming in order
to minimize the bad effects of pesticides on human?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) and (b) No specific
information is available with Directorate of Plant Protection Quarantine and Storage.
The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is implementing *“Strengthening and
Modernization of Pest Management Approach in India” (SMPMA) Scheme through 35
Central Integrated Pest Management Centres (CIPMCs) established across the country
with an aim to promote Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach. Integrated Pest
Management (IPM) is an ecological approach which aims to keep pest population
below economic thresholds level by employing available alternate pest control strategics
and techniques viz. preventive measures, cultural, mechanical and biological control
with greater emphasis on usage of bio-pesticides and pesticides of plant-origin like
Neem formulation etc. CIPMCs inter alia, produce biological agents for release in
the fields, conserve natural bio-control agents, promote bio-pesticides as an alternative
to chemical pesticides and advocate judicious and safe use of chemical pesticides
as a last resort. In addition, these CIPMCs organizes Farmers Field Schools (FFSs)
to sensitize farmers on Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach. In addition,
Package of practices for control of pests and diseases in 87 crops have been revised
to include techniques to reduce dependence on chemical pesticides and encourage
use of bio-pesticides and other alternative plant protection measures.

(c) The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare is promoting organic farming
through schemes like Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) and Mission Organic
Value Chain Development for North Eastern Region (MOVCDNER) under National
Mission for Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA).



