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Sl.  State Status as on Total Gram Panchayats
No. declared 'service-ready’

1. Arunachal Pradesh 31.12.2017 14

2. Assam 19.01.2018 1,420

3 Manipur 19.01.2018 162

4. Meghalaya 20.01.2018 122

5 Nagaland 19.01.2018 86

6 Tripura 11.01.2018 489

Efforts are already on-going for Phase-II which plans to extend connecting
infrastructure to all 250,000 GPs in the country by March 2019.

In addition to above, providing coverage to 8,621 villages is included as a part
of Comprehensive Telecom Development Plan for North Eastern Region also funded
through USOF. Further, Optical Fiber Network in North Eastern Region is also under-
augmentation in which 319 nodes out of 323 planned in Assam have been already
commissioned by 31.12.2017. Similarly, 188 nodes in the States of Meghalaya,
Mizoram and Tripura have been planned of which 123 have been commissioned by
31.12.2017. Further, out of 407 nodes planned in the States of Arunachal Pradesh,
Manipur and Nagaland, 92 nodes have been commissioned by 31.12.2017.

M/s Bharti Airtel has also been entrusted to set up over 2004 mobile towers to
connect about 2128 villages in Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Tripura, parts
of Assam and National Highways in North-Eastern States. Besides, M/s BSNL has
been assigned to install 2,817 mobile towers to provide coverage in 4,119 uncovered
villages in the North Eastern States.

Raising of deposits under monthly income scheme

1673. DR. SANJAY SINH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased
to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to raise the deposits under Monthly Income
Scheme (MIS) from 4.5 lakh for individuals and 9 lakh for joint deposits;

(b) the return from MIS at the present rate;

(c) whether the return complies with per capita income on monthly purchasing
power parity; and

(d) if so, the details thereof and if not, the immediate action plan to raise the
deposit amount upto ¥ 25 lakh with maturity bonus thereof?
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THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANOJ SINHA): (a) and (d) There is no such proposal under consideration
of the Government at present.

(b) Presently (during fourth quarter of 2017-18), interest rate on Monthly Incomec
Scheme is 7.3% paid on monthly basis.

(c) The interest rate on Monthly Income Account Scheme is decided on the basis
of yields on Government Securitics of comparable maturity period plus a spread of
25 basis points.

Revival plan for MTNL and BSNL

1674. SHRI HARIVANSH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased

to state:
(a) whether Government has any revival plan for MTNL and BSNL;
(b) if so, the details thereof, and

(c) the measures taken to stop unfair competition among various telecom
companies so that the employees and workers of these companies are not retrenched?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANOJ SINHA): (a) and (b) Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) and
Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL) have been incurring losses continuously
since Financial Year 2009-10. As per Department of Public Enterprises (DPE)
guidelines, both CPSEs (Central Public Sector Enterprises) have been declared as
“Incipient Sick”.

Consequent upon declaration of BSNL as “Incipient Sick”, action has been
initiated by the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) for preparation of a revival/
restructuring plan for BSNL as per DPE guidelines. Three (03) Indian Institutes of
Management (IIM) have been requested to submit their willingness for undertaking

a study and preparation of a revival/restructuring plan for BSNL.

The “Revival Plan of MTNL” prepared by MTNL consultant is under consideration
in DoT. The summary of recommendations and discussions include focus on customer,
defend current revenue and additional revenue including Network CAPEX investment,
Asset Monetization — Lease, Sale of real estate, buildings, Lease/sale of Tower, Fiber,
Copper and active equipments, reduction in retirement age from 60 to 58 years for
employees, Voluntary Retirement Scheme (VRS), Debt restructuring and Synergy in
operations of MTNL and BSNL. An Internal Committee of DoT is examining the



