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(b) if so, the details thereof for all type of seeds?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) The price of seeds of
various crops are governed by market forces, except the Bt. Cotton seed prices, which

are fixed under Cotton Seed Price (Control) order-2015.

(b)  The Bt. Cotton seed prices since 2016-17 are as under:

Year Prices (T per packet of 450 gm and 120 gm refugia
BGI BGI
2016-17 635 800
2017-18 635 800
2018-19 635 740

Farmers' demand for reforms in agriculture sector

2412, KUMARI SELJA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND FARMERS
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a)  whether farmers had demanded a series of reforms in the agriculture sector
such as guaranteeing a minimum income for farmers by way of constituting a National
Farmer Income Commission, a novel scheme to ensure that the minimum support price
is fixed 50 per cent above the cost of production as advised by the M.S. Swaminathan
Commission apart from initiating a market intervention scheme for the agricultural

produce which do not fall in the minimum support price scheme; and
(b)  if so, the action Government has taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) and (b) Suggestion from
various farmer organisations are received from time to time for increasing the Minimum
Support Prices of crops. National Commission on Farmers under the Chairmanship of
Prof. M. 8. Swaminathan had recommended that the MSP should be at least 50% more

than the weighted average cost of production.

The Union Budget for 2018-19 has announced the pre-determined principle to
keep MSP at levels of one and half times the cost of production for Kharif crops.

Government implements the Market Intervention Scheme (MIS) for procurement
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of agriculture and horticulture products, which are perishable in nature and are not
covered by Mimmum Support Price on the request of States/ UT Government. The MIS
is implemented in order to protect the growers of these commodities from making
distress sale in the event of bumper crop when the prices tend to fall, below the

economic level/cost of production.
MSP for Kharif crops

2413, SHRI MANISH GUPTA: Will the Minister of AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a)  the proportion of total number of farmers who currently receive minimum

support prices (MSP) for their crops;
(b)  the crops covered under mimimum support price; and

(c)  the allocation made in the Union Budget 2018-19 to implement the plan to
extend MSP to Kharif crops?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND
FARMERS WELFARE (SHRI PARSHOTTAM RUPALA): (a) The details of total number
of farmers who currently receive Minimum Support Price (MSP) for the notified crops

are of Statement-I to 111 {See below).

(b)  There are 24 crops covered under MSP viz, paddy, jowar, bajra, maize, ragi,
arhar, moong, urad, groundnut-in-shell, soyabean, sunflower, sesamum, nigerseed,
cotton, wheat barley, gram, masur (lentil), rapeseed/mustard, safflower, jute, copra, toria
and dehusked coconut. In addition to these fair and remunerative price (FRP) are

announced for sugarcane.

(¢)  Budget allocation for 2018-19 (Food subsidy) for subsidy payable to Food
Corporation of India and others on foodgrain transaction under National Food Security
Act (NFSA) is T1,38,123.00 crore and subsidy to State Government on Decentralised
Procurement (DCP) of food grain under NFSA is T31,000.00 crore. In addition to this
for Price Support Scheme 3200.00 crore has been allocated for 2018-19 for reimbursement
of losses for procurement made from Government Guarantee of 19000 crore provided

to central agencies.



