40  Special [RATYA SABHA] Mentions

SHRI BINOY VISWAM (Kerala): Sir, 1 also associate myself with the matter raised
by Shri Rewati Raman Singh.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Sir, we also associate ourselves with the matter raised
by Shri Rewati Raman Singh.

SPECTAL MENTIONS

Demand to declare the time period by when the daily wager will be

given permanent job
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri M.P Veerendra Kumar; not present. Shri Elamaram

Kareem.

Demand to increase remuneration of Mid-Day Meal workers

SHRI ELAMARAM KAREEM (Kerala): Sir, nearly 26 lakh mid-day meal workers
are working in 11.4 lakh schools feeding 12 crore children under School Mid-Day Meal
Scheme under the Right to Food Act. In 2009 only, the Government of India started
giving remuneration of 31,000 per month, that too for ten months only. Harlier, their
payment was part of the cooking cost. They don't have any social security or pension.
They do not get any medical benefit even though burn injuries are very common. Trade
unions had been demanding minimum wages and pension. Reports of the CAG and the

Planning Commission had recommended increase in remuneration to these workers. In
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the 45th Indian Labour Conference, the Mimstry of HRD has given a written assurance
that it 1s considering the enhancement of honorarium of the mid-day meal cooks by
T 500 for the year 2013-14 and by 1,000 by 2014-15 to make it ¥ 2,000 by 2015-16.
But since 2009, there has been no increase in their remuneration. Mid-day meal workers
are mostly from socially-backward sections of the society and nearly 40 per cent of them
are widows. So, the Government should urgently consider the matter of increasing the

remuneration of mid-day meal workers.

Demand to improve train services connecting Etah in Uttar Pradesh
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Demand to include Dhangar tribe of Maharashtra in Scheduled Tribes list
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