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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri K. Somaprasad. ...(Interruptions)... Please.
...(Interruptions)... Only your speech will go on record. ...(Interruptions)... Please.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K. SOMAPRASAD (Kerala): Sir, I cannot hear. ...(Interruptions)... Sir, let
the House...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Only your speech will go on record.
...(Interruptions)... Please raise the issue. ...(Interruptions)... Otherwise, 1 will go to
the next person. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K. SOMAPRASAD: Sir, | cannot hear. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. K. Somaprasad, please make your Zero Hour
submission. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K. SOMAPRASAD: Sir, | cannot hear. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You speak. ...(Interruptions)... | am listening to your
speech. ...(Interruptions)...

Closing down of ICAR-CPCRI regional station in Kerala

SHRI K. SOMAPRASAD (Kerala): Sir, through you, 1 would like to draw the
attention of this august House and the Government to a very serious matter.
...(Interruptions)... The Ministry of Agriculture has taken a decision to close down one
of the prestigious and traditional Regional Research Stations of CPCRI at Kayamkulam
in Kerala. ...(Interruptions)... This Station with its research and development activities
started its function in 1937, that is before Independence in the Princely State of
Travancore. ...(Interruptions)... After the formation of CPCRI, it became the part of it.
...(Interruptions)... The research work in this Station is mainly related to the development
of coconut plants and their diseases. ...(Interruptions)... The Station has released two
root (wilt) disease tolerant varieties and a high-yield hybrid coconut variety.
...(Interruptions)... Moreover, lakhs and lakhs of good quality coconut seedlings have
also been produced and distributed to the farmers. ...(Interruptions)... The service of
this Station is highly beneficial not only to the farmers of Kerala but also to the
neighbouring States. ...(Interruptions)... This station has been identified as one of the
main centres for the production of disease-free seedlings and it won several recognitions
at national and international levels...(Interruptions)..

It is learnt that the decision to close down the station is taken as per the



