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Visit of Foreign Minister of France

#233.5HRI SANJAY RAUT: Will the Minister of EXTERNAIL AFFAIRS be

pleased to state:

(a) whether the Foreign Minister of France has visited India recently and if so, the
details thereof,

(by whether both the countries have reviewed their bilateral relations and if so, the

details and the outcome thereof;

(c) whether Rafale deal, after Supreme Court's verdict, or any other 1ssues figured

in the discussions; and
(dy 1if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS (SHRIMATT SUSHMA SWARAT):
{(a) to {(d) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) and (b) Yes. The Minister of Europe and Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
France, Mr. Jean-Yves Le Drian, accompanied by senior officials, visited India from
14 to 15 Dec. 2018.

On 14 Dec. 2018, Minister Le Drian visited Mumbai, where he had a call on the
Chief Minister of Maharashtra, Shri Devendra Fadnavis. In Mumbai, Minister Le Drian
interacted with Indian and French personalities from the film, television and tourism
industries and announced the setting up the first Indo-French fund for developing scripts

for co-productions.

On 15 Dec. 2018, External Affairs Minister Smt. Sushma Swaraj held delegation-
level talks with Minister Le Drian in New Delhi. The two sides reviewed the broad gamut
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of the multi-faceted India-France strategic partnership. The agenda included enhancing
bilateral cooperation between the two countries in the areas of maritime security, counter-
terrorism, civil nuclear and space cooperation, fight against chimate change, people to
people contacts and economic linkages. The leaders also discussed possibilities for
undertaking project-driven cooperation in Africa, enhance coordination in multilateral
fora, boost trade and investment linkages and the need to foster student and cultural

exchanges. Minister Le Drian also made a call on PM.

During the visit, the two sides adopted a "Status of Progress for Implementation
of Industrial Way Forward Agreement", in connection with the Jaitapur Power Project.
A contract for cooperation was also signed between ATOS (a European IT services
corporation with its headquarters in Bezons, France) and the Centre for Development of

Advanced Computing (C-DAC) for the development of supercomputers in India.

(¢) and(d) While defence cooperation in the spirit of Make-in-India was discussed
under the agenda item of enhancing economic linkages, the issue of Rafale after the

Supreme Court verdict was not discussed.
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MR. CHATRMAN: The second supplementary, please.
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SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Sir, the hon. Minister in para 3 of her reply has said
that the two sides reviewed the broad gamut of the mutifaceted India-France strategic
partnership. She has also just now commented about the nuclear cooperation and the
Jaitapur Plant which is coming up. You know the strategic cooperation and partnership
between India and France is important, we recognize, but that includes the defence
component. In 2016 an inter-Government agreement has been signed between India and

France.
Helt UAT WT: J3 AUDT AT A6 YAS 81 & Tl T

SHRIANAND SHARMA: I will speak louder. The two sides, as part of the defence
and strategic cooperation, have signed inter-Government agreement for the direct
purchase of 36 Rafale Jet Fighters. On 10th of April, 2015, the joint statement, T would

like to refer to.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, what is your question? ... {Interruptions).. You cannot go on

commenting like this. ... (Interruptions)...
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SHRI ANAND SHARMA: The question is specific. ...(Interruptions)... It refers to
the meeting between our hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi and the then French
President, Hollande. Will the Government make public the minutes of the meeting that

were kept because there is a controversy and that would settle 1t once for all, one way or
the other?
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SHRI ANAND SHARMA: *

it wwmafer: wile, wiioiy 98 <€l =eln | . (@@eF)... Nothing will go on record.
...{Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Nothing will go on record. ...{Interruptions)... Shn Sukhendu
Sekhar Ray. ... (Interruptions). ..

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay. . (Interruptions)... Nothing shall go on record.
...{Interruptions) ...

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are satisfied or not, that is a different matter
..{Interruptions)... This 1s Question Hour. .. (Interruptions)... 1 have allowed your
question and she has answered. .. (Interruptions)... It cannot be to your satisfaction.

...{Interruptions)... Shn Sukhendu Sekhar Ray, please. ... (Interruptions). ..
SHRI ANAND SHARMA.: *

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is not going on record. ...(Interruptions)... Anand Sharmaji,
please. .. (Interrupiions)... Thisis not the way. .. (Interruptions)... This is Parliament, that

*Not recorded.
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18 why [ am telling you. ...{Interruptions)... Please. .. (Interruptions)... We have to behave
like parliamentarians. ... (Interruptions)... Nothing is going on record. ... (Interruptions). ..

Nothing is going on record. ... (Interruptions)... Nothing is going on record.
SHRI ANAND SHARMA: We are walking out under protest. ... (Interruptions)...
KUMARI SELJA: We will walk out, Sit. ... (Interruptions). ..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Yes, ves. . .{Interruptions)... You have got every right
...(Interruptions)...She has replied already. ...(Interruptions)...

SOME HON. MEMBERS: We are walking out.
{At this stage, some hon. Members left the Chamber)

SHRI SUKHENDU SEKHAR RAY: Hon. External Affairs Minister has just now
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sft st AUl Halel 1 R L (REEH)... Hdiel d1 87 (EeE).. What is

your question?
#f dorg R TR, H U8 T®1 E1 PAC T . (FEF)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is vour question? You cannot give answer. You have to

put the question.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please.

3ft wiowr frE: g9 9 1 A otk Rfhan 1 @1 Aw e STMaRT i Bie | iy
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MR. CHAIRMAN: This is not going on record.

st wom fée:

sft vmfe: Sl F1 BIS Ade™ el €1 We are going to the next question.
« {Interruptions)... What the Chair speaks and what a Member asks officially only goes
on record, not the one which 1s made by Members without permission. That has to be
understood by all.
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# (). No. 234 (The Questioner was absent.)

Promoting growth of education sector

*234 SHRIMATT VIIILA SATHYANANTH: Will the Minister of HUMAN
RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government proposes to work on promoting the growth of education

sector to help increase the share of service sector in the country's economy;

(by whether Government 1s working with different universities and institutions in

this regard,;

(¢) whether there is a need for increased integration and collaboration between

industry and universities; and

*Not recorded.



