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Currently, there are eight bills in the U.S. Congress at various stages of the
legislative process that propose changes in the H-1B visa programme. In April
2017, President Trump had issued an Executive Order (EO) titled "Buy American
and Hire American”, which requires different arms of the U.S. Administration to
suggest reforms to the work visa programme including the H-1B visa. This process

is underway and no comprehensive changes have been made.
Construction of houses under PMAY

*118. SHRI SHAMSHER SINGH DULLO: Will the Minister of HOUSING AND
URBAN AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that Government has failed to meet the target of

construction of houses under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY);

(b) whether it is also a fact that the main bottleneck in completing the target

has been the financial crunch;

(c) whether several States are lagging behind in constructing the houses under
PMAY; and

(d) the number of houses constructed and allocations made to each State during

the last four years under PMAY, State-wise?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND URBAN
AFFAIRS (SHRI HARDEEP SINGH PURI): (a) No, Sir. Against the validated demand
of around 100 lakh houses reported by States/Union Territories (UTs) under the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban) {PMAY (U)}, construction of 65,48,824 houses
have been sanctioned across the country; out of which 35,92,656 houses have been
grounded. A total of 12,57,706 houses have been completed; out of which 12,51,881

houses have been occupied.

(b) No, Sir. So far the Central assistance amounting to ¥ 33,556.51 crore has
been released in the projects approved under the Mission. A National Urban Housing
Fund has been set up with an amount of ¥ 60,000 crores to be raised through Extra
Budgetary Resources (EBR) in phases for the timely implementation of PMAY (U).
Funds amounting to ¥ 13,050.00 crore has been raised till date through EBR and

disbursed against the approved projects.

(c) and (d) Progress of the scheme is varied in different States/UTs. State-wise
details of number of houses constructed and allocation made during the last four

years under PMAY(U) is given in the Statement.
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