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Regulation of communication service providers by TRAI

1343. SHRI RANIIB BISWAL: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be

pleased to state:

{a) whether the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is considering
that communication service providers such as WhatsApp, Google Duo and Skype be
subjected to regulatory and licensing norms similar to the ones applicable on telecom

operators;
{b) 1if so, the details thereof;

{c) whether TRAI has invited comments on recalling so-called Over-the-Top

service providers, which have so far been unregulated,
{d) 1f so, the details of the comments received in this regard; and
{e) the action taken/proposed to be taken in this regard?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
{SHRT MANOJ SINHA): (a) to (e} TRAI has issued a Consultation Paper on
“Regulatory Framework for Over-The-Top (OTT) Communication Service” on 12th
November, 2018 seeking comments of stakeholders on various Regulatory issues. The
last date for submitting the comments and counter comments is 7th January, 2019
and 21st January, 2019 respectively. Details of the consultation paper are available

on the TRAI website www. trai.govin
Vacancies in Post Offices

1344, SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS
be pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that large number of Post Offices in the country are

understaffed adversely, impacting its services to customers;
{(b) if so, the details thereof, State-wise;

{c) whether Government 1s considering any action plan to fill up the exsting

vacancies, and
{d) if so, by when the existing vacancies would be filled up?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
(SHRI MANOIJ SINHA): (a) and (b) Postal Circle-wise and post-wise sanctioned

strength and vacancies are as under:—
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Shortage of staft is due to vacancies arising on account of retirement, promotion,
death and deputation. Vacant posts are being manned by appropriately redeploying

the available staff to ensure that postal services are not affected.

{c) and (d) Recruitment to fill up vacant posts is done periodically by holding
departmental examination, direct recruitment through Staff Selection Commission and
also by individual Circle as per the provisions of the relevant recruitment rules.
Further, Departmental Promotion Committee is convened regularly for filling up
vacancies on the basis of seniority-cum-fitness. Recruitment to fill up vacant posts

1S a4 continuous process.
Connectivity under BharatNet

1345, SHRI NARESH GUIRAL: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be
pleased to state:

{a) the number of Gram Panchayats connected by optical fibre under the BharatNet

programme; and

{b) the number of Common Service Centres to provide for Government banking

and transaction services under the scheme?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS
{SHRI MANOI SINHA): (a) As on 16.12.2018, a total of 3,03,560 km Optical Fibre
Cable (OFC) has been laid, connecting 1,22.274 Gram Panchayats (GPs) by OFC,
of which 1,16,543 GPs are service ready.

{b) As part of the BharatNet project, the last mile connectivity through Wi-Fi
or any other suitable broadband technology for accessing broadband services, is
being provided at all the GPs (approx. 2.5 lakh) in the country. Every GP is to
be provided with, on an average, 5 Access Points (APs), ie. 3 APs in Government
Institutions, such as school, police station, health institution, etc. and 2 APs at public
places. Common Service Centre (CSC)-SPV has been assigned the setting up of
Wi-Fi network in 32,828 GPs under the BharatNet project.

4G services by MTNL and BSNL

1346, SHRI AKHILESH PRASAD SINGH: Will the Minister of
COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to state:

{a) the reasons for MTNL and BSNL not offering 4G services to keep up with
market competition, when the private companies are offering 4G services at a very

cheaper rate;



