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training in craft/vocational education and practical training in agriculture, horticulture, 

poultry and related subjects. 

Education and employment for poor women 

†267. SHRl JAI PARKASH AGGARWAL: Will the Minister of WOMEN AND CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any programme has been formulated or proposed to be formulated by 

Government to provide education and opportunities of employment for the welfare of 

poor, widowed and destitute women; 

(b) if so, the details of the centres where these programmes are running, State-wise; 

(c) the number of its women beneficiaries during each of the last three years, State-

wise; and 

(d) the details of the funds allotted during the current Five Year Plan and the State-
wise details of the funds utilized t il l  date out of the same? 

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF WOMEN AND CHILD 

DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATI RENUKA CHOWDHURY): (a) The scheme of STEP aims 

to provide employment to poor assetless women in traditional sectors by upgrading 

skills and other support services. 

Swablamban Scheme (which stands transferred to States with effect from l.4.2006) 

also provided training and skill development to women to facilitate their employment. 

The Scheme of Swayhamsidha provides training for income generation activities to 

women beneficiaries. 

(b) and (c) The State-wise details of centres and beneficiaries are available in the 

Annual Reports of the Ministry and also on the Ministry's website www.wcd.nic.in. 

(d) The Budget Outlay for the Annual Plan 2007-08 is Rs. 20.00 crore for the STEP 
Scheme and Rs. 50.90 crore for Swayamsidha Scheme. The fund utilization will be 
available at the end of the financial year of the Annual Plan 2007-08. 

Female foeticide 

268. DR. M.A.M. RAMASWAMY: Will the Minister of WOMEN AND CHILD 

DEVLEOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) the details of the cases of female foeticide during the last three years, State-wise; 

(b) whether Government propose to launch Palana Yojana to prevent the increasing 

incidents of female foeticide; 

(c) if so, the outline of this proposed Yojana. 

(d) whether Government have proposed to set up Palana centres in each district of 

the country; and 

(e) if so, the details thereof and by when they are likely to be set up and made 

operational? 

†Original notice of the question, was received in Hindi 


