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(v) The guidelines/manuals of POSHAN Abhiyaan covering all aspects of the ICDS-
CAS software, implementation, etc. have been formalised, printed and distributed
upto district level.

(vi) Call Centre has been established for interventions and beneficiary feedback.

(vii) A comprehensive Jan Andolan Guidelines have been prepared in consultation
with all partners and released to States/UTs and are implemented by the States/
UTs.

(viii) Song and Drama Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting has been
engaged to conduct nationwide programmes.

(ix) Mass media campaign has also been rolled out through television and radio.

(x) September, 2018 was celebrated as the Rashtriya Poshan Maah across the country.
Approximately 25 crore people had participated and more than 20 lakh activities
were conducted across the country during the Rashtriya Poshan Maah.

(xi) Under Incremental Learning Approach (ILA), functionaries are trained on thematic
modules following the cascade mode of training of State Resource Group (SRG),
District Resource Groups (DRGs) and Block Resource Groups (BRGs). 21 ILA
modules have been provided to the States/UTs. The States/UTs have started
rolling out ILA modules.

(xii) Community Based Events (CBEs) are organized in a converged manner in
Anganwadi Centres by the field functionaries. Around 45.69 lakh CBEs have been
organized till the end of 3rd Quarter of the current financial year.

(xiii) POSHAN Abhiyaan bi-monthly newsletter has been released from the month of
November, 2018.

Sensitisation regarding mental illness

208. SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE
be pleased to state:

(a) whether Government is taking any steps to sensitise people towards mental
illness, if so, the details thereof;

(b) the number of Government-run mental health facilities and hospitals
established in the country in the last three years and the current year; and
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(c) the details of the steps taken by Government to monitor the functioning of

these hospitals?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY

WELFARE (SHRIMATI ANUPRIYA PATEL): (a) To address the burden of mental

disorders, the Government of India is implementing the National Mental Health Programme

(NMHP) since 1982. Under this Programme, the Government is supporting implementation

of the District Mental Health Programme (DMHP) in 517 districts of the country for

detection, management and treatment of mental disorders/illness. At the district level,

funds are provided to each district under the DMHP for sensitization training of

Community Health Workers and elected representatives of community at District

Hospital/Community Health Centre for awareness generation regarding early signs and

community health seeking behavior for mental illness. Further, the Mental Healthcare

Act, 2017 provides that the appropriate Government shall take all measures to ensure

that the Government Officials including police officers and other officers of the

Government are given periodic sensitization and awareness training.

(b) and (c) Health being a State subject, it is the responsibility of the respective

State Government to establish health facilities and hospitals in the State. However, as

per available information there are 40 State run mental health Institutions in the country.

Besides, three Central Mental Health Institutions viz. National Institute of Mental

Health and Neuro Sciences, Bangalore, Lokopriya Gopinath Bordoloi Regional Institute

of Mental Health, Tezpur and Central Institute of Psychiatry, Ranchi have been

strengthened for augmenting the human resources in the areas of mental health and

to provide quality mental health services in the country.

Further, with a view to increase the number of qualified mental health professionals

in the country, the Government, under the NMHP, is implementing manpower development

schemes for establishment of Centres of Excellence and strengthening/establishment of

Post Graduate (PG) Departments in mental health specialties. Till date, financial support

has been provided for establishment of 25 Centres of Excellence and strengthening/

establishment of 47 Post Graduate (PG) Departments in mental health specialties in the

country. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare regularly reviews and monitors the

functioning of the three Central Mental Health Institutions and the Institutions supported

under manpower development schemes of NMHP.


