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The plight of entertainment industry in India

SHRIMATT JAYA BACHCHAN (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, according to a recent
Bloomberg News Analysis, India is likely to have the world's largest workplace by
2027 with a billion people aged between 15 and 64 years. There are professional
individuals like lawyers, Chartered Accountants, scientists and many such individual
professionals in India, who are very, very senior and very capable people, a lot of
them are present in the House here. But, today, [ am speaking of professional individuals
of the film industry, or the entertainment industry, to be precise. Sir, these people are
paying professional tax of 42.7 per cent, while the private companies are paying the
tax of 27.8 per cent. The pressure of this heavy tax system and the pressure of the
enforcing authorities are very discouraging to these highest tax-paying individuals and
law-abiding citizens. The Indian film industry is an infrastructure-based industry and
every sector 1s interlinked. The growth of the film industry, therefore, promotes growth
at several layers and contributes to overall economic growth. Indian films, their
world-wide, release reach out to approximately two billion people, including the Indian
sub-continent, Indian Diaspora and international audience world-wide. Such a massive
outreach to about one-third of the global population is a massive platform to showcase
India and 1its talent to the world. The Indian film industry supports the 'Made in India’
mitiative and seeks to go global, not only by mere portrayal of Indian films abroad
but by being the preferred destination of international studios for their content, creation
and post-production. Unfortunately, foreign units {ind it difficult to get permission due
to absence of single-window clearance which 1s hindering the prospects of so many
people who could get employment. A very famous Hollywood actor refused to shoot
in India and he said to the media that it is impossible to work in India though there

are many areas where international films can .. ¥H B THII
sft wvmfer & sy erew ot SRATl What is your suggestion?

SHRIMATI JAYA BACHCHAN: Infringement of creative intellectual property is
rampant and India is ranked as the second largest offender of intellectual property

in the world.



