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SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
Need for electoral reforms in the country

MR. CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members, now, we will take up Short Duration Discussion.
The time allotted is two hours and thirty minutes. Members of all political parties, who
were interested to speak on this, have given their names but each party will get the time
that is due to them. Keeping that in mind, without my saying anything, Members should
confine themselves to the time that is allotted to them. The prime mover of this is Shri

Derek O’Brien. You have got eight minutes for your party.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN (West Bengal): Sir, a little more because I am moving it.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, please. Should I ask every time? Please keep quiet. If you
have any problem, you can go out, have a talk and then come back. It applies to

everybody. Now, Shri Derek O’Brien.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I begin by thanking you for allowing this Short Duration
Discussion and also to thank my colleagues from 14 political parties who discussed and
signed this together. It is a good tradition if you allow one such Short Duration

Discussion every week.

Sir, the original notice which we had signed was on the title of ‘Electoral Reforms
for Free and Fair Elections’, but, Sir, it is fair enough in the way you put it here as
‘Electoral Reforms in the Country’. Sir, as far as my party, the Trinamool, is concerned,
this is part of our DNA. We are actually one of the youngest national parties. Even when
Mamatadi wrote a book in 1995 called Janta Darbar, that was all about electoral reforms.
In the last 21 years, in every election that we fought, electoral reforms has always been
in our manifesto. Sir, the precious vote, that is basically what I would like to speak on
today, present six problems as we see it and then, not find the solutions to all the
problems, but, at least, present some solutions to the six problems we see. Sir, this was
the 392nd election conducted by the Election Commission of India and I am sure, it is
up to the people of India to judge what was said during the election and allow me,
maybe, two minutes, just to give you a few examples. The first being, should we leave
the Army and the Armed services completely out of the elections? Because we have
statements made, “Can your first vote be in the name of the martyrs, who lost their lives
in Pulwama?” Is this in the spirit of bringing the Army and the Armed services into the
elections? Or another one, “I want to ask my first time voters, can your first vote be

dedicated to the soldiers who conducted the Balakot strikes.” Sir, is this the spirit of
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invoking the Army directly into the election process because the Army belongs to us,
the nation? Sir, [ will give you very quickly a few other examples and then, I will look
for the solution. Sir, a retired Home Affairs Joint Secretary, who was looking after the
CAPF, the Armed Police Force, retired from his post and after that, he was given a
contractual job to continue in his post as the CAPF. You will say, “Fine, this is quite
routine, may not be so imperfect.” But it becomes a little dodgy and that is why we
wrote, in fact, to the Election Commission, when that person’s wife is a candidate of a
particular party in Bengal. Sir, I will give you a few more examples. There were examples
of the leaders of the ruling party giving a direction saying, this police officer will be

transferred, that police officer will be transferred, putting those threats and then.*
MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. Please, don’t attribute motives to Election Commission.
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: No, Sir. [ am not attributing motives.
MR. CHAIRMAN: You can talk about parties, others and all.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I have not mentioned about a single political party. Sir,
I do believe we need to discuss the Election Commission because Parliament is above
the Election Commission. And [ will talk about the Constituent Assembly debates, which

had given us the power. And the Parliament cannot take away...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Discussion is different and attributing motives and casting

aspersions is different. ...(Interruptions)... You discuss. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I am only...(Interruptions)... Sir, I am only giving the

facts.

THE LEADER OF OPPOSITION (SHRI GHULAM NABI AZAD): When we are
talking of electoral reforms, the Election Commission is part of electoral reforms.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Let me finish. Let me handle. If we are talking about
electoral reforms, we have to understand one of the problems. For example, I am only
quoting historical facts. For the first time, in the history of Indian Independence, Article
324 was invoked in my State; campaigning was curtailed by full 24 hours giving no
notice. One chief campaigner of a political party finished all his campaigns. I am not
mentioning any names, I don’t want to get into -, HH but these are the facts. An

election campaign was curtailed first time. Sir, the Special Observer in Odisha was

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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suspended for checking a helicopter. Sir, we all know about the Namo TV; nothing was
done. Sir, the NITI Aayog, there is available evidence here, shared Government data for
the election campaign. Sir, let me come down to the first solution. I don’t want to go

and give more examples because the Election Commission...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Are you yielding to him?

# YU FET RIORAIM): AR, SoIRM W Fai 8l I8! © AR Fa o+ H e
®I MRy T2l &, fdT Sl v & H Section 238, sub-section V H &, F@i & IR
=it 1 eiegerer SRITRET & decision and conduct TR ST substantive motion
& B F41 el B Adhd & | SoIded BHIRH BT U particular 324 H, as a Constitutional
authority decision ferar AT ATl § I8 &I P @1 § (& goiger W =@l 7 &l 4
e Tl BR BT § b Sola=l B openness WX adl 7 B § Ig W &I B8 BT
g ... (TET)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Right. You have raised the point of order, he has obliged.
...(Interruptions)... 1 have already said, Mr. Bhupender Yadav, that about the constitutional
authorities, no motive should be attributed against them and nothing defamatory should

be said against them. This is not a substantive motion. Mr. Derek, please carry on.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, my time is this and I am glad you brought this up
because yesterday, in an informal discussion with the learned colleague, I mentioned 238
(v) to him. But, I said that we should still discuss the Election Commission. I am looking
for solutions. I am not looking for problems. The problems have already been laid out.
Sir, please give me some little more time on this. [ have got six points. Sir, the Constituent
Assembly debates clearly state that Parliament is above the Election Commission. I said
this before on the floor of this House. Shibban Lal Saxena made it very clear that the
Election Commission should be appointed by a two-third majority of Parliament. I am not
going into the Constituent Assembly debate, but, I want to quote from the Constituent
Assembly debate of what Dr. Ambedkar said. “The tenure of the Election Commissioner
cannot be made a fixed and secured tenure. If there is no provision in the Constitution
to prevent a fool or a naive or a person who is likely to be under the thumb of the
Executive.” This is Dr. Ambedkar from the Constituent Assembly debate. We, as
parliamentarians, that side, this side, have to take the responsibility to either amend the

Constitution or bring legislation as to how the Election Commissioners are appointed.

My second point is, influence of money in elections. All the Media have enough

stories and facts are there, who got what, how they are spending. There is no time to
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mention the problem. The problem is well known. What is the solution? Solution was,
of course, given in 1962 by late Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayeeji in a Private Members’ Bill.
You should all read that Bill at some point; it is about private funding. A solution was
given by Indrajit Gupta. Dr. Manmohan Singh was part of the Committee; Ram Gopalji
was part of the Committee; Somnath Chaterjee was part of the Committee; Mr. Malhotra
was from the BJP. These were the recommendations. But, that was the Indrajit Gupta
Committee. And from 1998, Trinamool Party has been on this. But, I would like to refer
to the BJP Manifesto of 1999. I quote: “ We will introduce necessary electoral reforms
on the basis of the recommendations of the Indrajit Gupta Committee, the Goswami
Committee, and the Law Commission Report so as to deal with the menace of defections,
criminalization, corruption, and to prevent electoral malpractices.” So, [ am very glad that
the BJP in its 2009 Manifesto said what they said.

The third problem which has been a huge problem is EVMs. We must not conclude
a thing that if you are anti-EVMSs, you are anti-technology. No. When the technology
does not guarantee perfection, then, you have to question the technology. I want to
quickly move on because we want ballot papers. I am quickly moving on because Satish

Misraji, Kapil Sibalji, and others, will be talking in great detail on this.

Sir, the fourth one is the multi-phase elections. In Bengal, for 42 seats, elections
were conducted in seven phases. I can have a full discussion on that. But, the country
knows how these phases were done. Sir, U.P. had seven phases. So, the Prime Minister
has also suggested, and this is also a part of the solution. He has suggested, ‘One
Nation, One Election, maybe also, one phase.” We don’t know. Our view was this. Don’t
rush into anything; discuss it with constitutional experts, bring on the election experts,
circulate a White Paper, get the political parties involved. Sir, you please give me a little

more time. I have got a few more points.

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. You will be eating into others time. One more minute |

am giving you.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I yielded. Am I saying anything? I am not passing

around.
MR. CHAIRMAN: You know how to conduct a quiz.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, this is not a quiz. I stopped conducting quizzes fourteen

years ago. I am doing full time politics. So, please leave the quiz outside.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Right.
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SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: These are hard questions to be answered. Sir, now, [ come
to platforms. I call them cheat India platforms, the Facebook, etc. So many of them are
there. These are platforms. International companies cannot interfere in Indian elections.
This is nationalism. I am glad that the Minister who is the Law Minister is also the IT
Minister. Sir, you have to understand that these companies, when they were started in
the 90’s, with YouTube and all, they were startups. So, they were given the immunity
of publishing. They were given the complete immunity from intermediate liabilities. @
STRA, ifh it is not our problem. It was started in the 90’s in America. We came here
with an IT Act in 2000. In the 2008 Amendment Bill, these companies, in India, got the
same freebies; that means, they were not responsible. Now, these companies are making
big money; these companies are also using algorithms to decide on what goes where.
Please revisit that 2008 IT Act.

Sir, I have got one more point; I am moving the Motion. I am talking about
legislation. I am not talking up in the air; I am not giving any old example. Revisit the
IT Act.

My last point is about data misuse and surrogate advertising. Someone said that
data is the new oil. Sir, there are serious questions on data. What do I mean by
‘surrogate’? If a political party advertises, it goes into that political party’s account. But
what happens to people like ‘association of a billion mind’ and so many others? It is
like in whisky; you can’t advertise the whisky. So, you will advertise the mineral water
and the glass. Sir, you can’t do that in an election. I am giving you the solution because
there is so much on this data. We will give a notice to discuss how data is being misused
where Government data is used through companies like Jarvis Technology to target the
voter. Everyone is saying that women voted more. Very good, we are also very happy.
But, look into how many women were targeted after they got the gas cylinder, through

the data which is available. The data is available to see.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Derek, please conclude.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, it is my last point. [ am happy that women voted. My
point is on misuse of data. Sir, I say that I have got the solution in a good spirit, not
as an Opposition Member, because it is our data and our precious vote. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please don’t interrupt in the middle. ... (Interruptions)... Let him

conclude.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: We have done serious research. Our party has a view. A
little bit of catcalls in the middle spoils it.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I am trying. I am on my sixth point. I have spoken about
the Constituent Assembly.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, it is my last point.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Every time you are saying, ‘last point’!
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I am summarizing.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Not necessary. Please conclude.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: The conclusion on the data is, in August, 2017, 9-0 the
Supreme Court ruled on the Right to Privacy. The Government keeps bringing up the
Supreme Court that the Supreme Court said that we needed to bring this Bill and that
Bill. What have you done with the Right to Privacy?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay, thank you.
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, let me finish.
MR. CHAIRMAN: You have to conclude, no? This is not the way. Please conclude.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I also made a suggestion—we are happy that women

voted more. ...(Interruptions)... That is not the point. ...(Interrutions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: I have to see that the debate is concluded within time.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, the last point is that the Data Protection Bill has still
not been introduced in the Lok Sabha. Sir, in 2017, in the same House, many of us

spoke...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are not concluding, you are going back to the point again.

Already I have allowed you five minutes extra. Please conclude.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, the last three sentences. In 2017, we all debated the
same issue in Rajya Sabha. Since 2017 to 2019, nothing has happened on electoral
reforms. My third and last sentence is, for that very, very precious vote to remain
precious, Sir, we have to debate and we have to deliberate. But, it is time that we also

legislate on electoral reforms. Thank you, Sir.
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#Y U= AT (TSRAM): AT FUART 7819, 9 H g1 & GIR DI oAb
=9l U’ g% 21 Ml W A sl =af FRd gU JURIA UIST & AdT 3R aRw |ie
M W& St UF 9gd [ 919 F1 Seord fhar © f5 9@ 3M@ phases § Il
Tl T 39 U b 99 g9 faewe € f5 g9 39 9w A deg T8 g ARy,
A B AMEY | A WIEA § el WRPR G P, d6d § ARPR IAIR 5 AT
TaM F1, oM BAR T8t O ISR &1 H9 2 FW-W e ff oar © e

Ry & IR Udh Us[E ¥, e @1 ga| g I

arfl geg W U R, R @ AR =l & g B, R errel facel fagm |
& gE, R e dI5 G| 59 TP Ald AT P gAd Bl bs bad H BRI H
feapa ol €, 1 5 W 96 W < Bl YA H MY I S A8 B SR
T o ® fo 98 |9 @l & fore a9 &1 999 e € f% RaR S gAE 5
| | B, I DI fAgE |@umell & iR e 99T & g9 Ud A1 g ATy

R, AR e FEiaei 1 $iRceR™ & fcada 83 H dld 99l R I
JAT & (7 o9 forar, A1 S Pl ([ oy [91 & [ A ®I IqaiT 6 a9 Bl
erfl, ofdd S & ARM 2 H, 59 A 99 & oy foran, faam | & forg fomn,
e B @ 5 AT SR 987 U AfdT bt 31afy T8l §, Hifdh SId! intention
Jg o fh 5 9l & fI7 A&7 @el 3R 5 A & Hec s dad & ARIH A <
B AqaT B BRI BT 3 I BT AR Fs BN GAG P G gb ©, IS WGl b
15 AT I Al Sl Iell, SAP d1& SId I8 (TS =5 §3T Al <2 H BHLAT TSP
qdeY BT IAERV] I8dl 2| B9 99 Ald Y- IoHfad Sall & [y H1 B
g, IoHfa® Tel @ M g F foy B wxd €, ofhd &9 ge B 9w § Ud
A1 MR BRI 3R IFG 1 5 AT ddb a9 Bl [q9F =i, T4 IqoHfad aal
& B B BT AT T, A1 SHBT FIH TSI AW IE BN b I UH Rerd,
FRARAT 3R fa®TT BT AR g, S AR Afger FHiarsi &1 waisll & 37wy s |
# FE HEA1 AR B 59 WR Al BHITE BT RUC 378, IAP d1& A1l AR B RUC
A, I9e H 99y Ifa F RUE &), AediwT Aed S9d IRAT ¥, 7 SER 9
J, IFF I8 SINSH d1Lu9. die[ & RUc W g | < H FAG $ BRU RIS
IS gR-gR TSl & 3R 8 IR YA &b Y SR Hiedr o Kedl g1 H o
BT S8R o =G| Usell arR 2014 # 4l raqerk o g g |91 & A gy,
QUG AR Wfzd 9 7EH I8, R s & dld 99 & g A M| b H
Wb |HT GAG b AN HEM Bl AR ARl V@1, Aaar-TaER H e uRwg,
TRUMAHT AR TG & g1 A1 Y| A Sl fadbrd 890 A1 dr8d §, ol Sl
[qTRT @I YIS 89 S P ST AT8d &, 3R BY 9 H A qeH e |y,
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4.00 p.M.

dF #EM Al |91 SR 9 #EM U=l 191 & gAEl $ BRI AR Aiedl o
2, Ol foeft ¥ IR&BR BT perform &R BT FHT &1 T T A IS¢ AT 3MAR
<ifear ol B SR AT A b AT UBel 31Tl gAd Bl AR, Al Sl BHRT ReRar
P a5 &, B9RT Sl fJer &1 99 €, 89RT S fa9H 8 ofus JIomifae & &
IR TR BT P I B, S A9 § Bb M| H IJgi W Ig Wl e arg
Ig ¢ & dudly g gomelt § @IS o IR TN SMal & oy SaeeE &
2| F9E H AR Ul & HIH W, 978 69e H A dlel URTal & AEIH W, gHE
Sl & Y SaeQE Y81 Sal g1 99 ST & fag Siaees 99 | 8 WRaR
HT A PR € MR BF A § b 5 W & g 98 g RE 9§ SAEQE B
arell &, A1 5 AT & [l Saece! & Favel ® gA/1 g1 ©, dl 198 B AR dld
FHT BT gAG T A1 BT AR

quTIfer Heley, § Suck Hegd A I8 del A A b g9 <9 H g U agd
IT @9 o1 {95 81 T | g 991 W H 7 FHad gAR JHIRGT BT A S
g, TSI ARPR HRI Bl W RN ST &1 8H b g/ H qrebl AR FawAT PR
gY AU §1 #Welgy, dfed o9 &9 99 WA & e o 8 € &R ag AR
SIg A G S IE! 7, a1 I8 fha et B fF 99 ARl & wemm 9 fage
AT, SId G 3R gEmEel I, dH & gAE oFR Ud A1 81 9, dF a8 Q9 @l
Rerar & o sree1 2|

HAEIGY, Bs IR IE ad W fear Smar € & g9d S a9 g § A1 a9 W)
W S BIC-BIE! Uificai €, S® JHAM 8N, dfhd § 9P 9 db W §ead Tel
2l I8 WRA B S & 9P F HW AR FRar g1 oefl ' € A gE fifeEn
& gAa | <@l gl g8l I Qe 9w gaa SR Al Wl & gArd gRomE Sy,
T = 91 anfl l, STg A |91 &1 1T g3 SR iy Uow d g |91 &
A gRUMM 3Ny, I a1 B yMIfad &= arel aRomH el 2| EAR S B S,
JArbca H 9gd mature 81 D! 2| SAGY 5@, SHUIFTE & gamg d g @41 iR
Sl |HT HT g1 TS A1 BT §, A AT AN 2 R S wEl it &9 enar B
PIs W IoMae T B, ST T B AT, [ ifp S Th A1 g a4, ofid
FHT 3R Tarad #, e HIT 9F & B & gAd HI | A Bl ¥ g9 fawy
H M e} ST ARy &R 39 W =R fvar e =12 & g & @< &1 &4
$HH-H-H fHar Syl

HEIGE, 3 ¥ $ dAldbdd H A A A, 3 < B B 9 qXidb A 7o
BIAT B3T Sl &, Al &g &1 gAmd 3R Fg&Ie @I democracy, IR-AR I8 A<S!
WRHR DI Gl & MR eAlbads DI HOWGgd bRl © |
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[ U= Ared)

HEIGY, M eH HY MRiER) B erfi? a8 79 8rft, 519 g &1 @=t 5 g7 |
9 N1 gAd e A1 B0, UERId BT gArE, U |H BT gAE SR Al ||l B
gA1a, A [ IHGART & dF H @9 de S | I AT I U Al | BT g
ST S, fIa |91 &1 1T 31T 7T S R G BT gAMd AU AT A,
Al D G| BH IOHIF T F WY W BIAT R AR 82 §H AU ol =Ry
Pl AP ST dP UGl ded & | S Sl ddb Ugdd & [l BARI A dd B
T T B 3R U A1 o, Ol IUHT 9 981 o¥ 81T & Iomifad et
F gaa F @ § FHOSgA

eIy, TeT q31 39 19 & e A U AT 3R dEdl g1 B IR AT SR
IB8 St © & AT Fa g A1 & S, offdd afe sl & fqam |wmel |
hung SRIFEl 3T 778, 8K Al & fag awiel # it aRRefei et &1 1, o
Jg ®el 9 o afs fGur |91 da d 99 81 1, 91 SH$1 U fhAT S Jahdn 27
TRT 71 © 6 9Rew e, die™ 9l & RUE 7 39 R farR a=d 9877 =1
dE & options 3T &1 91 I 9T g3 WHY ¥, IW U g WA & foly gAE B,
T IAH qgAd P UG $ AU die 8l SR Il BF q9g Bl Al R’ BH R o
& GG BT Gh Fohol H A T B Gh, Al R S[e-<l8 Al & &l bl H§ B Fabdl
&2 3 99 goE, far o & foau €

Telqy, It wifermie & WfET HRdl § $9 UBR & options faT T | andt
B &1 ¥, §7cis o 9 a9 2011 H b B 31T & | 89 Bl 9 &I Tobel 81 HRAT
qTed, olfbd g1 H 39 UPR ¥ W R FROvar & g St #rgEi 4 g™
I I §, I° PA-I-BH F AU < B RN & e I I9sT Gobd 21 safey
H e = Aredl § 6 59 AMel # W1 IS I§ Aed, S9°d 9ed b wU H 3l
g1 R 9 UBR &1 [quy 377ar €, a1 I81 R 980 AR BT & [9g 93 & 3R
RISHfd Siigd § 3g9d @ dled did W 90 8, ¥ 3l JaReq H U ABRIHTD
faR <1 & fau |eq ¥8i 9o1 &1 I8 ve Ul gai 8, N $ad U RS A IeT
fem wg fv gAR gsl I 99l €0 8 dadl, U T8l 8 Hadl |

HEIGY, 39 <U A 98 AR URIc &I fear war ¥l orf fUsd € wiere |
g AN S GST # uRadH fvar| &7 a8 9Md € f& ST & 90 3 &1 Sl SaR
¥, 98 39 AqT BT BT 8, oifhd 99 Wed 9 a1ex oy H1 GST Council BT IRITaT
I S I § GdHT I SHG! RAMUAT B T3 | GfAU B 9aeh b e |
¥ gY, HagTe uRacs 1 &R fear| U gR @l fane aife o | uRRerfd
Wwiﬁﬁﬁgﬂ%gﬁﬁwaﬂcouncﬂiﬁwﬁlﬁw
B, Bacl gA1d oe T iR Ui ATl & dhdel g 81 Y&, 399 S B arel
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FRb, U AT F GG P P RAMUT b, < Bl [TH™ & AW RSN FEH I,
TE TART e BT A1eY | SHfely 39 fede @ & o ddx ST 'Rl H dEe
= o A Ruled g4R 9M €1 89 W Us aR R | =&l gl @mey ] #R-
qERT AR gA1a BRI BT UhAT BT dR & | BAR I8 GG BRI Bl UihAT B
Sdl SR SIfed ol 89 Usel S O 6 g ¢ O ¥ SR g e B UishaT $9
UpR I Bl o 5 Uel R HaaE Bl A1) MR I SR QT Bl a1l SRl d
Al 39 UBR B! Ulhar 9gd sl oY 1977 & Achlel| gATd Y 571 TIM AT THER
ERT S0 &1 U faaR arar 717 a7 | $410H &1 fIaR 879 & 918 - Mua! ff TReN
off 1998 #, “Representation of People Act” H 3Mu+ uRadH fHar| Sdd ag <9 #
IR AP T F1d U1 ARBR AMMUHT W a1 IR ARBRI gART |l a1 | <21 # 118
¥ et four |well & gAa gY1 98 W 93T o dIs orid g Ul TEl g,
et wer $divd & 72 g T B, w1 el Wer $divd 9 T8 'R 8, e
e d go¥ H Wl A e Bl WR 9% A Wl H @ 8l

ABIgy, SAITH &1 fJarg W) 9Rd ARGR & Frdoif~d SUbal 1 ef fhar &1 g
TH 9 A UfHAT DI MR AAB) SIET €, 19 &7 S B I F@ThY AfdHad i
H e GARFd iR RSl Ada™ B 7, O 3199 B ddx T UBR Bl ATR—IBTY
T I A EI §, IU Y3l ol & [P I I[P Silad H 3R A~ Sia
H U U e W1 BRA § 1 89 Albad W GuR & oY 3 96 Add ©, Albdd
B YO o S P (Y B Padl B Gl T8I PR A |

HIER, U AR fawa, S/ aR # # Siu- del =g, 98 YA b ey H
OIS Sl B GRS B AdR 8| ISHIad Sal I HIST BT ddY AR IRIR
7 Fgd IAYd B Y €1 BART WRSR I ASTINCTD Gell B BIST B transparent
I & o1y, ISHIfdd el @ BRET § SareT | SITET transparency &)1 & foTT 31Tt
bond &1 Sl Red g% far &, dIfd g9 A/l § 91 ISifad gl & hieT H
P T BT B GH BN, B BIST H A Bl €9 Bl AP F TH BN, Sl Blall
g9 T H Y AUR & WY U BT 2| oMl | U URERIEr & A1 S7
AMEY |

ISy, 39G W B, 99 8 gAd GUR @ 919 dRd ©, d W1 TS SR fawy
g GER ¥ g BR A & AR g8 I8 & b IoTlad Gell d AU FTd, ISl
Al BT AU ARS Albcd, JoHTD ol H [6F UHR F 8H IAoTIId Gall Bl
STITET ST & AJRY IHR SIIU? Y8 U YT faw & Ry |4l RToHIfad add WaR
B T |

HEIGY, G YR BT 91 B gY H g8 W el A b TG § I ga
B €, 9 UP g9 Ud & wU H B &l gAd H AR 9 &l Al bl 9RiER)
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[ U= Ared)

g T1fRT| 89 <wd & b B IR Inesl AR dfedr ol §1 §9 <9 # et
IR AfedT T VAT IR dfedT &, o 9) IoHfae gl 3 WierR fhar 81 s9d
I ®Ig B I DI AGLIGAT T8l 8, SHBI ST P ASHID qell o T fae
I WeR fHar g, odfe 39 R dfear & Aegw |9 S e fowy g S
ifafe == &1 99y g, 8re IoHIfdd g & fov faeet, ud, pamphlets &1 v
g, 1 9 fowgl ) e foer exer @Rl

AEIGY, B9 9999 | a ¥ @d I & IoEifad g o el ot off, 3 e
9, fdeet anfe ot 1 <% BT S W W ®, TRIg T 7, I AP GG DI Ugan
& U ®El g1 U T B} o SAeel SER WAl & A W g @ Sl Jel Wi
g, S S & eI @ Wiadr €, ST & UEIEs & WGl §, Hel S99 9aHl b
T} W | SO $9h aR H | B R &R us W o eneel gA@ wfgan
H gAg B gl ud 99, 39 gAE | Al @ ARIERT B9 8N, 39 gAd & A
A B SR A AT AN de

HABIGY, U 3IR 3fFeHe, Sl 39 A1 H B8FT A1ey 3R 89RT UIST 7 3 Hhed
T3 ¥ 39 fawg & Wt @ g, 98 9 ¥ 6 gwN ggl dfus & ueaE gR1 $w
B S A B Al &, T8 A & AR Iy B AN A B Gl 8, 98 3T B
AR, AP YRV &1 BT 87 SHHI I€ URVTH BT € b SF Al G491 & go1a
BId €, 1 U& 3T HAGI Al Bl ®, S9 fAgr @91 & g B €, Al S
ST HAST Al BRI ¥ 54 BH dle Wl gAd § dle SleM & [y 9 g,
T 3T Uiferd g9 BT § SiR 9 g |91 & gAE ofd €, A1 Al b1 Rdle
BT 8, R uar goar ® f5 % AN & AW de ¢ A1 Sal WiferT g7 a9d
T BH AN BT 39 AHY, 39 [0 TR FaLTd GeNYT &I W aeIhdT Uy, offdh
R ¥ H BARI U € diex fove B ARy | BART U diex fove d 8H Ul M
Tqr BT AT 3R fheft Y alex B g7 S a7 AR B, fhy 97 91 e gl
P JgAIsC DI @lel, e AT SRR DI JedTSS DI Gl |

TR, AMAh @ digital BT STHMET €| 3FR JGASC P Fieldl, Al daNTSe @ie
& 918 Sl HASl Gl §, S9 AdGwd Al A AU M fiie B SR e gaSied
A AR IABT Uh R o of | 98t S9! aifeT Rem gt anfey| &9 i O
AT el B AHhd? g Th VN1 axen 8, oad 9t o ifass gal & v deEAfd
& W MM AN AIRY & <2 H FHad e B AT fove | ARy R AN
AT 8, A1 ¥ I8 Udl B ARy [ ART 9 ool A dIC M| IS FawAT ¥
¥ & g sreel e |
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TE 3R A9y g, S g9 SMeR Wiedl | ygd g AN F far o, 9gd an
o el ° fwar el ugell Ml @1 ST postal ballot BT T, 9 postal ballot
URT & A1 ST o1, 975 H 98I0 S7TdT ATl S99 $°d o1V e-ballot BT gawe
@ | SU9 39 IR I8 W e @ off f5 S postal ballot ST ®, ¥ e-ballot
& HIH | 37U e-ballot FdTel 3R 99 WX URE & | 39 Jfagr &1 yarfiai & fag
3R Sl GE} @I Sl & Y O €, I I 39 e-ballot &I Jfaem &1 [TRR &R
B9 $UP! (59 UHR I AT B qhd 6, 39 U BY [daR PIAT A1E, FRlfd Alba
H ga § 99 d% &9 AR @l AEWIRIdT $I 7 7eAEl & A1 e 9@T9, &6 g9
gHaa T8 e g |

TS U dRW BH e-ballot BI TRW o 2 & AR GAI TRE B SAITH Bl b
PR S H FA P (Y THN TSI FR I8 © | BAN < H GG DI Sl Ugla [THRi
g © a1 UReYl AR Frwe gama omam @) i yfer @Sl g8 7, 98 el <S4
AR < & <fagr fAfane 7 <F oY | S 99y 9/ Sl |fag g m o, a1 snfédd
324 H SBM GG RN B R TRE A WA 9141 97| 9P dw FET Seey o
o <1 § FATg BRI ATl AT I, S 125 BRIS ARN BT AG BT 8, SHb (7
IEM IMfche 324 H IR THY W EL’\P[ superintendence & IR < &ff | #RT IE
AT § 6 89 @l @1 98 | AR w1 gs W 6 519 g oM anfédd 324
B! UTER BT STIRT HRAT 8, Al I F9I g1d & SR SAEeId MAD geaey Y
Bl BRAT BT, RAIfh B9 AT RIS BT aaIdT, ferdr 8k SHMSRT & & BT
T 99 991 91 IF T 5 T RgwE & 125 SR Al @ didwdd @ T @
AEAT BN 8H A1 81 6 <9 H gA1@ I1 ARl B Ufdagdl & BRI B © |

qered, § R A o WR A58l Pl sum-up BRd §Y IE Pedl g, s,
399U 39 <9 H UP VT IHY ST ', 99 39 <9 H AU qwien, |l a9 iR
AT b gATg U A1 B, $HB aR W AID] [GAR BRAT AMRY | TR, H I§ Bl
IR 59 < H S S B ughd [fefad 3 TS 8, SHDI B Aolgd a1
S, S9d HUR Tl B9 A1RY, 7 {6 SHF RIc B THRIHD d1d hetl=l ATRY |
<reRT, # I W e Arg fb BAR < H electoral bond BT Sl fAVT FART WRBR
DR IS B, SUIST | SITET IoHIId el bl 39 91 TR AW g1 a8V & electoral
bond & fIw &1 M S Y g9 # U &1 UWd B9 @A B AR g H U9
BT YA WA B gU 3T IMMEHT BT dldbd bd d¢, S9 W IR $HRAT @18 Q | <te,
§ a9 g SIER A 6 BHR F8T GG U Ud B WU H g | e gAg Al
¥ AW W S ot @ B gaa § W o § BH-9-6H A SRl 81, Sd
N H SIS Sl & 7 H Qb 1T 1 AleQ | gAd H SIET I ART ARl Bl
AT oF BT IAAER BN ANRY | uigdi, § Ig 9 Pea1 A & 59 <% & gAa d
&9 Sl U@ electoral roll BT a1 PR &, I T electoral roll BT H 1Y fpar Sy |
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[ U= Ared)

B3I, § I I BT A [F FAg b AI-A BF AN A DI A& GRS ARl
T BN | AfIT fEhd 324 H SIded HHITE &I Sl TR & 78 © IR 19 UhR
A AT AR 7 < H TP ST G BRMAT 8, SAP (¢ 9 H &A1 A 6 SHBI
3§l IRy |

HEIGd, § I8 HeAl A B 70 A & TAR Albdd B A BT S FIH
I8 A1 8, 98 I8 © & S8R, Sief 9 991 9gd od <81 ©, f[98R #2000 ¥ 2015
& drg g1 | 655 AN B A gs, offd 39 IR Ugell IR B8R H VAT gA1EG g
b v Al aafdq @ g 781 g8 &1 W < ¥ U UPR ¥ Aifayol a¥ie A gAE
BU| UPTY USe H "SI g% © IR g8 g1 AN A o1 &, 98 g AN
&1 fowg 21 R el # B g8 2 S N ol g9 U9 ARy &1 fEier e
BT b <91 # g7 &9 o, 99 o 8IHR dAldbad dl AN g & o7 8l 3R
SHH |E OIS G U SAT&T § SART AHRIAD Gl Sh o & Alddd Bl

Aolgd §9¢ | gIaTg |

2 quTafer. g=rdre U ST | ST 37U+ |HY BT UTel b, Sue foy sffiea |
A Bt Afeaa |

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, I rise to participate in this very important
discussion on electoral reforms. I Ugel Ol 84 I8 dF HRAT BN b U™ RIT B,
Solutions @1 AW el | # wsedl ¥ g He AEdl § b g4 39 A H Ui
BT Sl G <], 98 U ggd 9RI Ui &1 9 a’E A g A | v fer,
g W TP I IR U ¥ 1 R axE @ Hifea 7w & w9 o
AR Ui &1 @18 o5 & SId d99ed ¥ 8, =@1e |rerd Jifsar 9 g, R @we
W 99 e UH 8 de @ @ ool 98 W & B Wi o Bl

ugdl # 91 @ a1 Hwr | Rider U1 39 g9 | @d gen, g & gfeT
H {3l g9 § wd T goN 3R Centre for Media Studies @1 U Ruic & f& 60
EIR RIS UAT S A1 H @9 RNl IHH A 9T 45 Ufewd @d * 7 |
Ig 919 H T8I $g 8T, I§ Centre for Media Studies & RUIE B, THBT AT T
27 TR @xIg * 9 @d fHArl T 25,000 crores was spent in the publicity campaign;
25 BOR PRIE |...(FEH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That is a private agency. It has no ...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I have said so. I am saying so. I didn’t say that it is a

Government agency because ... ... (Interruptions)...

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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THE MINISTER OF LAW AND JUSTICE; THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS;
AND THE MINISTER OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (SHRI
RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD): Hon. Chairman, Sir, since [ ...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I am not yielding. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: I am taking the permission of the Chair.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have already told him ...(Interruptions)... that it will not be part
of the debate. ...(Interruptions)... That will not be part of the debate. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, I have to reply to it. ...(Interruptions)... Il am
the Minister. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You reply.

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: What he is saying will make headlines without
any authenticity of the report. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Ravi Shankar Prasadji, as a Chairman, I know that what he has

said is not from the official sources. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: That’s right. I have said so. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: It is a private thing. ...(Interruptions)..
SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: It is a motivated source. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: That you can reply. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I don’t know whether it is motivated or not but I am only

giving you the source of the data that I am placing before the House.
MR. CHAIRMAN: That is one organization. It is not credible. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: That’s right. It is an organization. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That has been made clear. It is not official. It is not credible. It

is ‘somebody’. Somebody may believe it or may not believe it.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: It may not be official. But it doesn’t mean it is not credible.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: It all depends on how we look at it. ...(Interruptions)... If it suits
us, then we say credible. If it doesn’t suit us ... ... (Interruptions)... That is how you all

people are taking it. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: The expenditure may well be much more than that. So, let’s
be clear. Let’s be clear. And, if this continues, it is suggested that in the 2024 election,
the expenditure would be one trillion rupees. Now, does anybody want to solve this
problem or not? In fact, that very report says f& 700 $UJ X dlex WX @d gU| SHPI
Adeld I8 ¥ f& B parliamentary constituency # 100 FRIe SUAT @A g3l | Iz A=
HEl A 3TN, T AT §H (U MY A YO B2 Bel I U IMAT? DI rAr? I8
ST Plel G B 91 Bl &, HET HIA S I P & (b Blel € W §H TP TSI
YR 95 BT I8V, a 8H Ig S I18d & b S99 Pl 99 SWIHTA 81 I&T T
I A Fhe €9 B A7 9P UY R AT, Sqb N H H ATl 915 B gdl | YD
AT | 31T H 39 |ed ¥ 3MUh AMH g8 I G, olfbd SHA el 4 PB 3R
s < ATEd § 1 2019 H A3 & &l HeMi d Sl political donors @1 donations
AE, T 3,622 BRIs U @ Af| AT official sources F AR & 3R SHH Bl
transparency 31X I accountability &l | $9 3,622 HRI¢ BUAT & source RIT &2
91 source black money & AT 9T source round-tripping ¥, I8 el &1 HIeH el
g1 B $HD! Sfra Rl TS| UD! AT & fd $H electoral bonds @Y by MY |
Electoral bonds H 30 1000 ! SIM¥M § Add 8I, 10 AR Pl & AHd 8l, 1 AR
DI T Whd B, 10 ARG DI § Ahd & 3R 1 TH PR DI < AdBd &I, olfhd 99.8%
ST M9 3E, 9 10 o 3R 1 BRI vud @i off | a7 U9 3T IiQToll o7 Hohd
g 5 9 SFe wEl 9 omfi| I O W% Wfe} © f% S @ni & U U §, 9
Bl S © 8 ¥ 3R APl @ & ¥, I§ Al B AW & FE I uledad WrgferT
g1 g I |ad! AW T B I fhas! SF T k2 91 95 W S A1 Wio
P el | 39d 4o /g |7 o, 98 § 39T MMUP HEIH F ded b 9 3R Q9
& AEE G el g Let’s go back. ...(Interruptions)... I€ UleAd WIS B
...(GE)... Let’s go back. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI ANAND SHARMA (Himachal Pradesh): Public filing of audited accounts

before the Election Commission of India.. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, he is speaking.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Let us go back, Sir, to 2016. In 2016, the Finance Act was
amended, and when the Finance Act was amended, the FCRA, which is the Foreign
Contributions Regulation Act, was in turn amended. In terms of that, a company which
was incorporated, which is a foreign company, outside India, and if it had a 100 per cent

subsidiary in India, it could contribute any amount of money. ...(Interruptions)... 1 am

not taking any names. Ugel Al $8I1 2016 # ¥ f&ar f& 2019 # 41 Fet & MM
Ugell 91 df S8 98 dF &I | 91 FCRA &1 3/e fhar| s9d a1g 2017 § R Bre4
e I IS fhar 3R S99 eWeHe # =i I8 f&Har f& The Indian Companies Act
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H HYYT TR $814 I8 Hel 1o 7.5 Ufaerd & ot fafie €, fUwe d9 arel 9 R
PIs I Al Uifthe B B 8, a1 SUDI hddl 7.5 UfA9d & SHYH 8 Adhdl B
Ig MY 3= I & af, 98 foafic 7§ &7 <1 3@ 98 dRuURc Waex fhad
Al SR Ut Bl T, BIS SH UR [aTel el YD Ahdl | AT GUART ALNET $B i (T,
TSI Ar-Aqe F A1, il ST AT AT [ 2019 H FIdRM TSl &, A 98 U=l
BB I AT 2017 | $BI9 Th AR AYH fHa1| 98 9 I8 o1 fF dis urgsde

®H whether incorporated, not incorporated or an association, that need not reflect

donations in a profit and loss account. The donation that it has given need not be
reflected in the profit and loss account; it can just be put under the head of Expenditure.
So, private parties, associations, incorporated, unincorporated, private firms, partnerships,
etc., could donate any amount of money and don’t reflect it in their books of account.
A Heled 9 geiE By, 1 TgRell S I S BM dRad o, S dl S
<1 B o7l R T g3N? I§ AMEl U Bic H T IR GUE P H I IR ard
Rl T | H U IS BT ST ATUD A 3R ASAT P A yel arsdn g | giH
BIC T FHET, “Vide Section 137 of the Finance Act of 2017, it is evident that any

donations received by a political party through an electoral bond has been taken out
of the ambit of reporting under the contribution report as prescribed in Section 29C of
the Representation of People’s Act”. You are aware that under Section 29C, any donation
above ¥ 20,000 has to be reported to the Election Commission, and the source has to
be reported. I8 H SBIM IT HX &, dIfd SARM HHIE &I 91 T8l uar 9o & 4=
PEl A 3, R T 919 B & {5 &9 FTel 99 WH HA1 a8 & | Then, the Supreme
Court also noted.. ...(Interruptions)... One second. &, IRT & AHg oT| IE ﬂ—iﬁ fagan
g1 ..(agH)... AUb AT S H g I8T §, 98 Al 99 Abe 8 o7 . (FEEH)...
g W B oAT| .(TAETH). .

MR. CHAIRMAN: No comments, please. The Minister is capable of responding.
Don’t worry.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: “It cannot be ascertained whether the political party has taken
any donation in violation of the provisions of Section 29B of the Representation of
People s Act, which prohibits the political parties from taking donations from Government
companies and foreign sources.” I& W ATTG! YA &l &1 AhdT & foreign source
I U1 3T AT WRART HET A U AT MU BIg-d Uhe & gRT VAT HIe=
fepaT, aifep ST AT AT T U7 BT STexa BIFMN, 8% dlex & Ut U1 Ugarl g,
P UATEI? g8 Al adl UgErd |, 59 UG U $T WIEE 8h SR AET B
M, -9 BURT Haex, @l I & 9 uied fed 8, e 9 & I I
ToiRiel, feReeger voidile el €, S oot TIRUIE @RIl @med &1 e ©
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97 T8 |F AR Al SFEE <9 AR DI <, fhad U wRIsl 30§, Sl &b U
ar dRrel vud 1 fR, S’ HY w81, =i Section 182 of the Companies Act amend
P &A1 And the limit ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Sir, this is very serious issue and I would have

to seek your protection. ...(Interruptions)...
it it Risger: §9 fo=ft &1 w91 =1 foran | . (aaem)... 8§99 foxdt &1 =W & =8
foram | ....(craerm)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASA: Sir, it is a very serious issue. ...(Interruptions)...

I need your protection. ...(Interruptions)...

it ®fter Risger: #9 foft &1 w9 787 foram | . (caaem...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Mr. Kapil Sibal is appearing in the Supreme Court
on these matters on behalf of the *. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Kapil Sibal is appearing in
the Supreme Court to defend the *. ...(Interruptions)...Can he argue it here?

...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I have not appeared. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: Can he argue it here? ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I have not appeared in this case. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: It is a question of propriety. ...(Interruptions)...
Mr. Kapil Sibal is appearing in the Supreme Court on this matter on behalf of the *.
...(Interruptions)... Should he make these comments here is the question?

...(Interruptions)... Sir, I leave it to you.

MR. CHAIRMAN: He has raised a point. If you want to respond on that

...(Interruptions)... He is raising an issue of expression of interest. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, the Law Minister must be a little more careful before
intervention because I am referring to Writ Petition No.880 of 2017, Writ Petition No.59
of 2018 and Writ Petition No.434 of 2018, and I have not appeared in any of these cases.

SHRI NEERAJ SHEKHAR (Uttar Pradesh): **

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.

**Not recorded.



Short Duration [3 July, 2019] Discussion 371

it Ul oY 98 W8T, 99 SRV (FGEH)... TTel, eI, $Hd!T Bl Srexd el |
..(TALT)... 3T 95 ST ..(FIE™)... Don’t you want debate? ...(Interruptions)...
Don’t you want debate? ...(Interruptions)... Nothing will go on record. ...(Interruptions)...

Nothing shall go on record, either in electronic or print media. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: He appeared in the Supreme Court on these
matters to defend the Party’s stand. If he says, “No”, I will apologise. Let him say so.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, the hon. Minister is capable. Why should we get involved

in between? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: In the context of all this, the Supreme Court said,

...(Interruptions)...

#t wumfer 71, § I P I g [ oMU 39 Rl H o f, s/ s vis
ST | . (aem)...
it wfter Rieer: &1, [9egel, el | ... (@ae™)... And I am quoting the Supreme

Court, “All that we would like to state for the present is that the rival contentions give
rise to weighty issues which have a tremendous bearing on the sanctity of the electoral
process in the country.” I& # T&l ®Hg &l g U ®IC Hg B 2| And then the
Supreme Court directed all political parties, who have received donations through
electoral bonds, to submit to the Election Commission of India, in a sealed cover, detailed
particulars of the donors as against each bond; the amount of each such bond and the
full particulars of the credit received against each such bond, namely, the particulars of
the bank account to which the amount has been credited and the date of each such
credit.” This information has to go to the Election Commission by the 30th of May. |
ask, through you, the Minister whether his Party actually informed the Election Commission
of the amount that has been donated by each such donor by the 30th of May or not.

We want that answer on the floor of the House.

Sir, having said that, I just go back to the misuse of the social media and the way
in which a certain political party used Facebook, Google and other social media platforms
to target particular voters, and the amount of money that has been spent is in crores
and it is something that we need to be worried about. That is why I said, before we start
talking about reforms, you must first analyse what the problem is. Then, Sir, the other

thing I wish to say is that the * officially spent about I 1.32 crores on Facebook. On*

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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unofficial Facebook pages, namely, ‘“HRd & # &I §71d°, “Nation with Namo’ ‘My First
Vote for Modi’ cumulatively about I 4.5 crores were spent. The organization that was
behind Facebook was the Association of Billion Minds and Huffingtonpost reveals that
this shadowy firm was actually created only to support the *. And then, of course, as
you know ...(Interruptions)... That’s only Huffingtonpost has reported; I am not saying.
...(Interruptions)... Now, Sir, you know about Namo TV; you know about the continuous
footage of Namo TV; you know that a movie was made and you know that the * was
the top spender on Google — X 18.3 crore. Now, Sir, what is the role of the media? That
is something that we have to be worried about. I just want to make a statement on that
that both the * and our Prime Minister enjoyed complete media hegemony during the
course of this election. If you want a free and fair poll, it cannot happen like this. It can’t
happen like this. Every street, circle, road, petrol stations, highway, social media sites,
newspapers were flooded with the PM’s pictures and his election slogans. The first PM
in 70 years, who know where the camera is. He has two eyes, but he knows that the
camera is only one. And, that one eye will only show what it wants to show. If the media
exercise self-censorship and co-option, it would have a free right; nobody would interfere.
From Aadhaar to EVMs, from Doklam to Pulwama, with Rafale in between, the biggest
scandals, and from LPG to GDP, from missing planes to missing jobs data, the grandest
claims were unexamined. The fake, the frivolous and the frothy Anthem, flag, beef, love
jihad, JNU, urban naxal, aajan, got more air time. ...(Interruptions)... And, this is the
problem. ...(Interruptions)... Sir, don’t get worried. These are problems. These got more
time than the protests of farmers and the protests of workers. Agenda setting in studios,
warriors flayed minority goes on each night; — ‘Hindus in danger’, ‘illegal immigrants’,

‘fostering a siege mentality’. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: The Ruling Party is interrupting, ST 3 gAY |...(@FET)...

The Ministers are interrupting.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, Kapilji. Keep your time in mind. Your party has three

speakers.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I will sit down, whenever you ask me. Sir, I am not one of those

...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. Your party has been given 30 minutes time. There are

three speakers.

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, don’t worry about that.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Keep that in mind. And, one more thing, we are discussing

election reform. What happened in one side ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: No, no, Sir. You have to understand, how you move forward

unless you know what happened. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: So, all this is within the time. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, 2019 campaign was powered by undefeatable media machines
fuelled by fake news and whatsapp. The relationship between the media and the practice
of politics has been transformed. ¥ 51 IHT €, I& el I8 © | WAYH I8 Fabr
g, fgem @t g H§ SRR 31 & B 1. (GEM)... 39 91 DI Y FHEY | §H IR 3
| AR Bl AT TS| SF 2, 8 Whal § 6 MU A Siidl, offdhd gHa1 I8
Aderd el & b o7y gAa Sl ... |G B AW @A §Y A gA Sl | AT
<ifagr @1 giooral IS8 | W), § Ol a1d AU qE AT aredl g .. (SFEET).

off Ul Y, WY, 96 ®Y comment 81 BRAT| This is not fair.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, the Election Commission, as I said, is part of the problem.
And, I tell you, why? I am not attributing any motives. Why is it part of the problem?
The Election Commission on the 9th March, 2019, issued this advisory and I am just
reading it. It says, “The Ministry of Defence has brought to the notice of the Commission
that the photographs of Defence personnel are being used by political parties; their
leaders and candidates in advertisements as part of their election propaganda,” and
requested the Commission to issue suitable instructions in this regard. Then they said,
“The Commission, accordingly, calls upon all political parties to advice their candidate’s
leaders to desist from displaying photographs of Defence personnel or photographs of
functions involving Defence personnel in advertisements or otherwise as part of their
Election propaganda”. This is an advisory that is issued by the Election Commission
at the instance of the Defence Ministry. And, see what happened in the election. U<R
Bl IB1 o7 3R UIe WEIRl & B [T@R S I8 9, I8 89 4 A4 © 3R g1
JMANT 7 @RI fHar? oMy w'd € & 37T motive... 1 motive &I I1d T&f & T Tl
gATd ARNT A FAT fBA1? S9 A a8l ]e! o, S9 WElRl b AW W e qRE S
T ¥, q9 A SMANT RIT B TET A7 *

off gumufer =81, T80, this is not fair.

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: It is a fact.

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is not a public meeting outside. ... (Interruptions)... We are

in Parliament. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: So what? ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: You are a very senior person. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: This is a direction during elections. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That I am not disputing. ...(Interruptions)... That you have every

liberty to quote. ...(Interruptions)... But, * on the floor of the House, is not permitted.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Alright, Sir. Sir, let me ask the question. ...(Interruptions)... Did
it take action? ...(Interruptions)... Did the Election Commission take action?

...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: That is for the Election Commission to decide. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: No, no. I am saying that it did not take action. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: You can do it outside. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, how can you say that? ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You don’t want to discuss the larger issue of Electoral Reforms.
...(Interruptions)... The first speaker has put it in such a manner flagging the issue. He
did it. ...(Interruptions)... And, from this side also, he has explained constructively.
...(Interruptions)... If you get into ‘tu tu, main main’, then nothing will be achieved. 3Md

TN @ 3BT &8l 8, Al H R &6 |...(qqeH). .

it 3V IHIT: TR, WRT SO U NG ¢ |...(FE)... 31 ST, &M € |...(STae)...
Law Minister STad <3, I9PT SHIRGAT BT ST)d A8l & |...(STTEH). .

it Il @il oY S| ST SN, 31U 96 SISV ... (I9E)...

#} FATS TSNS M (JORT): AU O W I Fbdl & aA1?...(FTEM)... 3T
$o A 9 SR, (aEH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No motives to be attributed to the Election Commission.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I am not attributing any motives.

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: No motives can be attributed to the Election Commission. Nothing

shall go on record.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, I modify my statement and say, “I did not see any action

from the Election Commission.”
MR. CHAIRMAN: You could have said it like that.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Now, Sir, before I come to the EVM, the next issue is
‘criminalisation of politics’. I remember, way back in 2014, our Prime Minister — at that
time, he was not the Prime Minister — had said, “If I come to power, I have decided
that when a new Government is formed after May 16th, I will set up a Committee to find
out what cases are pending against whom. I will not discriminate. I will not spare even
BJP and NDA candidates.” This is what he had said in 2014. We are in 2019. Nothing
has been done. We know the kind of candidates that were actually part of the election.
And no motives. I am not actually attributing any motives. We know the candidates.
We know that some of them won. We also know that some of them are in the Lok Sabha.
We know the number of candidates who have got criminal records, and the Prime
Minister had said, “I will not spare anybody. I will not induct them as Ministers, if they
have criminal cases pending against them.” These are his statements. Now, if you are
really serious about reforms, why don’t you start within your house? Now, Sir, [ come
to the issue of EVMs. Our objection to the EVMs is...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You are taking full time of your Party. So, others will not get time.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, our objection to the EVMs is principal.

i I e NS AR, S AIa-Me AT ar Y|

€ 5 i gl g o 1 (7 ot 28 i) GRS . itE

MR. CHAIRMAN: No, that cannot be done. Then, everybody will take that plea.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI ANAND SHARMA: Sir, that time must be deducted from our party’s time.

...(Interruptions)...

it Bt Risger: R, 89 39 9ls W @ ¢ b 89”1 9 =y, R dfgams o
& Bl AL (TIET)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)...

st e Tt 4 AU HE B (eaum).. A7 A= €L (caem).
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2t BT RAeTer: 3FR d & HRAT §& B 2. YD AIGH © b under Article

324 of the Constitution, the superintendence, direction and control for preparing the

electoral roll and conducting of the elections are with the Election Commission.f5Td

SRM Afefhde 3y 81 & SR gRomd s &, 9 419 H, Election Commission
is the master. 319 3R TE! TLAT, ST HSH ISHT IE 3R STH fdcid BT 1T, a1 594
Afaer BT JHar BA | aret Wi U WRAY €, SId 89 o © b SRerstl 3l %
interfere AT AMRY, BIS direction I AMRY AR SRR J Tal <31, A1 A B JHAM
ERT, §F SN &1 &A1 ... (). ..

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)...

it wier e 89 59 919 R QAT a1iey| 399 IS RIY & 91d Fe] &
gY $aod AT aifev fb SR B9 U WfduT @Y Rem T8l BN, S R §, d
T B, a1 dfeu el SeIm, 99 I B 9|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Kapilji, you have to conclude now.

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Now, Sir, on the EVMs, all that we want to say is that the
voting machine has become a counting machine. That is the heart of the matter. ST9 3Md
SAUH W S € iR dic &Rd 7, a9 37udl Ig a1 fawdr © f g9 9 Uit &l
e, 9 BT & &, oifd SAP aie 84 78l Ay & i dlc &A1 S99 Ul
IR Bfese o faa, I9F e 4§ HSe o A1 181 | I8 HF A =l 2 1. (aem)...
i T8l auel v | a1 9wst a8 g3t =8t grftl . (craem)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: The Minister will respond. ...(Interruptions)... 39 @
unnecessarily interfere & Y2 €| f&dT A @RI | You have a capable Minister. He will
respond. 3T M@ Ut & W gaT € 3R drat uifcal & W ¥ |9 b1 Ay e
pli

Nt witrer Risger: Tuuly 9eiey, fava 4 o UH 291 €, S $4IUH &1 SWidTe A8l
PR | 39D YD BIg a8 BN | FAISCS e el PRdl, RIYIT Helal T8l B,
ST H, it is held to be unconstitutional. And, why is it so? The German Constitutional
Court...(Interruptions)... 39 interfere T HI IT BI2...(AIEH)...

it i o8 AR Adardt §, 398 § 1 $Er.(aET). .

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, the German Constitutional Court, in the year 2009, declared
that voting through electronic voting machines is unconstitutional and unlawful. This
they did by insisting that the process of voting should be such, as to be easily

understood, verifiable and controllable, even by the most ordinary voter... (Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Kapil Sibal, please conclude...(Interruptions)... I have to call

the next speaker now...(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, one second. Kindly allow me...(Interruptions)... X U
BICHEE A

MR. CHAIRMAN: It pains me also, even to tell you about the time... (Interruptions)...

3t e RiEer: PR a9 Hedl, O d 96 S|

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude...(Interruptions)...

3t Bfter Reger 91, Ui e & 9T 2

<Y |umafr: uig e d omet uict @1 ergH YR 81 SIe |

it Bfter Risger: B 91 721, Ui fFe & 919 1 Hed & Aded I8 § 6 &
a1 fe=ft a1 ff 7' T2 A fe 99 BIS R/ B, 5l @1 A e 6 swE @
U TS BT ¥ # sl 9ars, fb 9/ dolc UuR 99T ¥, O 98 g9 & Qe
a7 ugel & 991 1 ol UUR BT SIdeid By 99d1 8, Uh SOlTIR Soidei-Td
N H S © SR 98 doic UiR gfHe | STedr g1 99 98 dele TR YT § STl
g, d SOd! Pefdefad! didiie § &)al €1 98 SodR™ HHITH W8l dxdl, 98 ECL
BT IR BIAT & T 98 YR Soidcii-ad &1 Sol<ax il & | S 98 d8f ST
2, Al PAGC(IST ...(au)... 98 IMScARN BIdT © | 98 91 8idl ®, &1 -l 8,
98 T SR BHIE B AGH, T 8H AIGH, T IS AIGH, Al B TE ATGH|

...(TTET)...
o e s | I8 89 T, 91 d Ul W dier fer g

2 HiUel Riaer: * § Ue!l $o qar asdl g & 99 SRA-RawR, 2013 H
2 dRg 3 B9R A & U 99 fhar o7 3R SS9 94 ¥ I8 Noar fh 2014 & sl
# &4 gl agAd el | A, Sl 376 #ElN Usel Bl Udl Tl A1 ATl Y§ Jegd
W B, AT @ A S=H R 78 dien 6 srra-faawR, 2018 # ot &9 q
& 9 fa 2l

it WUTAf: T private conversation ®I, ST&l d1d §s, SHdI quote HIAT S el
gl (). .

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL.: Sir, this is not a conversation...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You know that you have to authenticate it...(Interruptions)...

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I am not making an allegation...(Interruptions)... 1 am just
stating... (Interruptions)... He said % &9 9d foan €1 . (@@@ems)... g & & #:= €1
IEM PEl, B W4 AT 8, § 37T SMUB] HT AhT g & 2019 H &4 297 4 303
ey el | ().

it wumufer: S9H 1 7, 98 U of|w ©l 9gd @l o sfarn fean, @i

A He Rrger: § dear g & 91 el 9@ 21 &H W R Fa1 |1 P B-ere
HEM UgS 8H Wl UdT 9l S L (SAEET)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is the issue? ...(Interruptions)...
it Bfter Rieger: &4 1 98 R 901 JT1 98 connectivity &4 I f&a &1 ...(x@em)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please...(Interruptions)... Then, 1 have to take the names of the
Members...(Interruptions)... It is not good...(Interruptions)... Please

understand... (Interruptions)... Please conclude...(Interruptions)...

2 Bt Reger. W), #7 fUel A1 Ui fordl €, Sal ugaR § deacls
PRAT §| "o-I B AADA B Al W UEAM U AR 5H AADT b AIS R B
g £

" B Aoed B St ff gEEr ar,
e B e U HIBM TG,
T Rma § S @ doR 9 g,
eI IB! TR JeID! g & fe@m |

3MTUPT TgA-9gd GIdIS |

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Prof. Ram Gopal Yadav. ...(Interruptions)... If you do not
want to have the debate, then I can leave it here only. ...(Interruptions)... 1§ 3MUD! suit
PRAT T, 3T g8l Il @ 8, S S9! suit Bal 7, 99 d Iell fe@d &1 3T
Pl IE ® fb g9 AN Wfd F 8B be tolerant towards other’s views, be tolerant
towards the mandate of the people, that is democracy. We have to understand that. Now,

the next speaker is Prof. Ram Gopal Yadav.

Y. I T ATEq (IR TS S, 3UD! Iga-98d g=4dIg | A URT A9 e
87

At wumafer: 3y fTa wHa A died Wehd €, 98 AMUD! Ao € | 3use a8 e
BT T B ... (Interruptions)... 1 will take care. Don’t worry.

1. IRT MU A1Ea: A9, § 9gd &1 bebic JId Gl |...(FFe™)... 34 qu=s off
9 UH 9 gAd B aid del ot
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SHRI BHUPENDER YADAV: Sir, I have to say something. ...(Interruptions)... I have

a point of order. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA (Assam): Sir, he is a senior Member.

...(Interruptions)... He is intervening in the speech of every Member. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: He is not intervening. He is saying something. ... (Interruptions)...

Let me hear. ...(Interruptions)...

2 U= AIeT: HEIGY, B9 Wed H By W 92 iR vy @d €, a1 swel g
IR 89! ot B | w74 S 3§ 7 Fiva frEe S & fow Fe, O sl
Jid Pl [ § UBRRIRY & HeX H appear T8l §oTl| 3T 980 ¢ AN PS4
g, JAMUBT REI| o1, fbg H a7 &l <qal R UICIATS BT 15 SaR] Bl Yol @l
21 W1 I8 FEA 2 6 H W W allegation TEl AT AR §, WfpT 59 =g A
clear ¥ & ®fUar e S, I9 #HeX H appear BT

MR. CHAIRMAN: You have to authenticate it if you want to.

3 U= ART: Yes, Sir, TR a1 oI I§ Pell o...(FUH)...

SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: Sir, he is saying that he is laying some papers,

some personal papers. ...(Interruptions)... Can he lay it? ...(Interruptions)...
8t U= I1ea: FIferar S, g1 Ul a1 e QI |

it uTafey; FIferar S, eMT 98 WY | He has every right to raise a point of order.

...(Interruptions)... He has raised it... ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: But under which Rule? ... (Interruptions)... He has

every right to raise a point of order but under which Rule?

3 U= IeT: HEgy, § ¥Wed @ <gd W facts ¥ T gl
off AUl 3T authenticate FHIT, eIl TR IRIU|

3t U= FIeT: HBIGY, W1 UP a1 JA ooy fd 79 context W wiue Rieer
St et €.

MR. CHAIRMAN: If he is challenging and authenticating... ... (Interruptions)...

# U= IeT: HEIGY, ST Sl SAPT KRN Sex¥e 8, d ¥ W Gl gl
# Ul clear PX g, H Bl WR allegation &l ST =TS & |...(GEM)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri Ram Gopal Yadav ji. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: Under which Rule, Sir? ... (Interruptions)... Sir, he
cannot lay papers like this. ...(Interruptions)... Then tomorrow, we will lay some papers.

...(Interruptions)...

it wumfer o1 YW OIS AIGd Sf(ae)... diferar Sff, g iR wRR
T...(aer)...
SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: We want a ruling from you, Sir. ... (Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I have a point of order. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: What is your point of order? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: My point of order is that you cannot table a document
without prior notice. You cannot come across like this. It is against the rules of the

House. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: He has sought my permission and I have given it to him.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: No, no. It is not tabled. ... (Interruptions)... 1t is not tabled.

...(Interruptions)...

ot U <Xb S, o ST diad <IN

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Fine but you cannot come and table a document like this.

...(Interruptions)...
SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Let me clarify. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Kapil ji, please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: Sir, please note what I said. I have not appeared in WP 880
of 2017 in this court. ...(Interruptions)... WP 59 (434). ...(Interruptions)... Please tell me.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: All those things will be gone through. ...(Interruptions)...
Everything is in record, I will go through it. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI KAPIL SIBAL: I have said, I have not appeared in this. Then, why are you

making a wrong statement. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No discussion is allowed between both the Members.
...(Interruptions).... 1 will go through the record. I will go through the record.
...(Interruptions)... Bhupender ji, please leave it. ...(Interruptions)... Kapil Sibal ji, please.
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...(Interruptions)... Now, Shri Ram Gopal Yadav to speak. ...(Interruptions)... 1 will go
through the record. ...(Interruptions)... What you have said is recorded here. Please.
...(Interruptions)... This is not going on record now. ...(Interruptions)... What you have
said has gone on record. I will go through the record and act strictly as per the record.

Don’t worry. I will not make any interpretation also.

1. I OIS ATed; H1aR, HY 984 concrete Fed & | 3T U= ST 7 e T,
TP A B 91 bel ATl B9 SNd © b SFIRST H B89 3% Risicieed & &M
& BRIFTA 2 9§ HT BT 7, B Gl A 91§ gAG BT 8, S9P 919 & Ao 9%,
4 AT S Bl B ©, IgUf BT GG BT § IR B &l Wil 918 one third AT
BT SRREGE S b gRI GG BT €| B &I Al & a8 JHRDI gard H & &l
21 3R 9gd fuse M1 iR g™ 9gd M Il ATl #_T Jgera ¥ fo5 <iel
g9 B IR $B RN 7 9gd U A AN @t oft, Tt W AR Bg b1 gAE, dAld
[T BT 19 8, dTe oAl & gAd 8, gAd 8 9 6 "e Ugel faifad SReRI
P SENBI <A1 IIREYT IR g H dgolld IRGR 8! ANV | Irsdl § Iroqurel R,
ifehsT ST Tsdrsd o+ & U 8% @i & o RifeT Soia &1 I9a 81 iz,
S fifed 810 § 8k S9N X "M & T IsauTel 39T 9red g eV fa
g8 WIR.. § (UGl WX Pl aspersion T8I PR BT §, oMb BT Ul H
JPUTSS BT &1 SHal &I favard Sfiad & v o) € {6 usagen a1 8 3R
g W e |l &1 81, @ gAE RISy AR SWH §, R ISl B TN
ST &, gA1d A 6 FEI Usel 3R 6 el Usal Sl BRI ARCT TRSH TR URS
fou T €, all of them should be transferred whether they are Chief Secretaries or

whether they are DGPs or whether they are Principal Secretaries (Home). This is number
one. faTaT sga ot A9 &1 oMo fawar & a1d HE | qGH H TedSt B AT A
B, Jfes SHar &1 fazars €9vd W F@T 1 To restore the confidence of the people,
it is necessary that we get back to the ballot paper system. U g 30T Jeid YT
AT S T A7 fear o, quRs S A T feAm o SR HY 98 U'd soldR HIRM &
AEE I AWl X9 o fb UM tard @ S diex foRe Bt €, municipalities @t
3R Municipal Corporations @1, d&! foree faeam 991 iR @l |1 & gA1d # BT
AMEY | BH |G AN a4l € | dic 9gar & (oY BRI A &1, Ig Bl PO
%Eﬁ—d’t}@’\_ﬂﬁ% Pl & ®e 9T 8, oifeT T ﬁ?municipality%?ﬁlﬁﬁ\_rﬁ
QIS P gA1d dI$d ©, S UEM &1 g1 d8d &, 9 Udb dic I81 il, 9 U de
AT d@ o7 3R SR HHITH BT S SHAT 8IaT & foh ga BLOs 819 a1y, fhe
gl ¥l Bl RieTd W SYCI W e gU 8, AN JEANSAT o g8 €, AR B
vh SN &1 TE W TH, Py U1 W T8l BN R IE Bl Y, Al M AR
¢ 9l nifafedd urdha &1 ik &9 &N St 98 99 o €, 398 I8 fadwmd
TEl T 1 I WPR IR 5 AWPR AP I8 B qdhal © AR Y FA S
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M. 39 MUt Iq1ed]

S foq gufa & SIfYWIYor & SR 39 91 B WY FET o fh Uwr g anfevl
Jg dgd del gar Bl ST electoral reforms ¥, 3WR U9 U9, municipalitiesiﬁ
diex foe 9 & S e W &R fum W @ 8L e & e ailRyl ue S
ggd 95 AN W gAM B ©, 1 g9 <@l ¢ % ga18 g W S8y, dl Ud dXW,
g I8 ¢ & 9 wsde wiF &1, @12 helicopters B, & THM W S UREX BUA
g, UR & AR AR I BT S & 3R B U candidate & &F H I S €, Al
g8 W9l 1 Uit W e &, 98 @4l candidate & @9 H Sire & Sm =nfaw | amen
WY U MY HH B SN 9 U U &I DI 1 98! &1 R IRIg, SR
helicopter, STETST, @i, level-playing field 81 BIil & | SHfeTY 3Maedd & f helicopter
IR 5T STeTSll 1 @i |4 candidate & @9 H A1 AT | PR MY I & GOUANT
B AHAT TR & dll

MR. CHAIRMAN: Cycle &I exempt &< T |

#t Y= RIE PR (SR USE): 9% exempted |

ol YT MU AT IR, Uh A9 3R T Uh dRB Sold@| HHITH T TAR
Hal & f 100 w¥e aifeT Hifvre ik cg\i-NnI R returning officers 3T presiding
officers I I &1 < & & fUvel gA@ d I8l 90 WHT dlc U ¥, AU & fF
TET 60 TRMT W SR dlc 7 TgH Uig | Ag S discrepancy &, T€ I BT IR BT
H 3R &, FE el B AT

U], H SR Yo P WeW H HEAl AEAl § - € AT oIduA BHIA b HUW
aspersion &1 &, Wi a8 9% oM 8 I1ed St H ARGR B! 8l, dlg ARIele
qIEd St 1 TET 8l S9-91d I ARBR 8, d9-ad =& HAl B community H IS §Y
IR fefRgae Arged iR wauad & giwx fvar | &= 78 91 8 % S
USRI, S BgE &1 9 991 Y 8, S9H oid Hl gAd Bl - Ul g Al Ja8l
T 5 6 7€ Ul W9 TRNBT T <, offhd s9P AU T agree &l &8I0 - oI o/@
TG B, I I I &I HA B community ¥, IAN HIT TR AfREIRAT B Al
I gl fear Sl 36%@75ﬁ®-@communityﬁ7ﬁw3ﬁ’\’m-m
@l € VAN 99 I8 BN Al $oldey 8RR Q?‘I'fﬁaspartyagentiﬁrq B T
g1 MY IR-IR AN BT 9519 &l PR Fhd | SR U H ARG AGT & THH
H Pdel 36 IGT Peldex ¥, ST SHY R AU 0| A9 oo R7el # fadt areq
IIBNT BT UR< T8l 8 feam, H SIdT o fob Solde™ BHISN 8T <9 - U Additional
SP o1, I Bl TG AR &1 7| Sy #:-1 g © b ovR Wel Are | 3l
electoral reform HRAT ATEA € @l A ¥ 6 eI Ugel GVBRI DI FRIBI § 1 @MY,
IR H IISJUTA BT WAMEA 81 AR I H U < TdHe 8l, Igd-a9gd g=udla |
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5.00 p.m.

SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA (Odisha): Mr. Chairman, Sir, this is a very vast
subject. One cannot deliberate within the prescribed limited period of time, but I have

to do it. Therefore, I am only mentioning certain points.

Sir, when the freedom movement of the country was at its peak and the Government
of India Act, 1935 was enacted, elections in some States were held in 1937. The Congress
Party at that time participated in the elections and after election, the Congress Party
formed Government in some of these States. At that time, one question was posed before
Gandhiji. What was the question? Gandhiji was asked as to why he agreed to Congress
going into power and his reply was, “This might be a substitute for a bloody revolution
and even mass civil disobedience.” Gandhiji believed that even the instrument of mass
civil disobedience could not be utilized so often, but through the election process, ruler
could be changed as per the will and aspiration of the people. This was the importance
of election, which Gandhiji uttered long, long back. Sir, holding free and fair elections
is the essential condition of democracy. But no eclectoral system can be regarded as
perfect, it is more often an evolving system. Therefore, Sir, reformation in our electoral
system, at present, is highly essential. I will make two-three points. Most of the hon.
Members have already mentioned most of them. Sir, first is regarding criminalization of
politics. Sir, if you permit me, I can disclose certain very perplexing figures, which have
been revealed by the ADR. Sir, in the last elections, which were held last month—I am

sorry to mention this—*
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please don’t refer to * . ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: Sir, [ am only quoting the figures. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: But they are also not authentic. That is the problem. We are

condemning ourselves. *
SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: Okay; I am not mentioning any political party, Sir.
MR. CHAIRMAN: You are a very knowledgeable person.

SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: But this is the state of affairs, today. Sir, we are
talking about criminalization of politics. In my opinion, the utmost responsibility lies with
us, the political leaders and the political parties. While we select our candidates, while

we issue tickets, is it not the responsibility of the political parties to see that such type

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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of candidates are not selected by the political parties, not given tickets by the political
parties? So it is our responsibility. Sir, we were talking about the money power. I think
Mr. Derek was quoting the N.N. Vohra Committee; he was the then Home Secretary. Sir,
the Election Commission imposes a ceiling on the expenditure of an individual candidate.
For all of us, there is a ceiling imposed by the Election Commission. Sir, is there any
ceiling on the political parties, which are spending huge amount for their own candidates?
Sir, in 1975, the Supreme Court gave an important judgement on Section 77 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951 and the ruling of the Supreme court was,
“Spending on behalf of the candidate should be included in calculating candidate’s
election expenses in order to determine whether the election expenditure limit has been
violated or not.” Your party was in Government at that time. You nullified the judgement
of the Supreme Court. The Congress Government at that time, to nullify the judgement,
amended the RPA Act, by inserting that “Notwithstanding any order of the court, any
expenditure incurred in connection with the election of the candidate by a political party
or by any other association shall not be considered as campaign expenses.” This was
the change and you nullified the order of the Supreme Court. Now, I come to EVM.
Through EVM system many elections have already been held. Governments have gone
and Governments have come through the EVM system. My only concern is, we have
introduced the VVPAT system. I do not understand why the Election Commission did
not agree and even the hon. Court also vindicated the stand of the Election Commission
when political parties went to the Court and the Election Commission as to why we
should not check and tally the VVPAT counting before we go for the EVM counting.
What is the harm in it? I do not understand. In my opinion, Sir, I do not object to the
EVM system, but the VVPAT system should be strengthened more. Sir, we are all talking
about democracy. I know that most of the political parties may not agree with my view,
Sir, but is there internal democracy within ourselves? My humble suggestion is, let there
be an independent agency, maybe, like Election Commission and let that independent
agency be allowed to supervise the internal party organization election of all the political
parties. What is happening in all the political parties in their elections? That we all know,

Sir. That should not be mentioned here in this House.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: Sir, one more point. Sir, if you go to Jammu and
Kashmir, several elections were held. I want to mention that there are constituencies in

Jammu and Kashmir where the percentage of polling was less than 10 per cent. In certain
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constituencies, the percentage of polling was less than 5 per cent. I can quote one
Assembly constituency, if I pronounce it properly, it is Amirakadal and in the Amirakadal
election, the total vote poll was 1,163 and that is 1.5 per cent of the total registered votes.
You won that election. So, this is the state of affairs. Is it not a mockery of democracy?
My suggestion is that we should prescribe that unless and until a minimum number of
percentage of polling is there in one constituency, that election in that constituency
should be declared void.

Thank you.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shri S. Muthukaruppan.

SHRI S. MUTHUKARUPPAN (Tamil Nadu): Sir, I thank you for allowing me to speak
on the discussion on electoral reforms. Nowadays, we are speaking for holding
simultaneous elections and ‘One Nation and One Election.” The idea of simultaneous
elections to Lok Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies is desirable from the point of
view of reducing the election expenditure, and also to avoid the difficulties faced in
governance while conducting frequent elections. There are some practical problems, and
public apprehensions, on the idea of ‘One Nation, One Election’. The apprehensions
have to be legally and constitutionally resolved before deciding on the idea of ‘One

Nation, One Election’.

As the election for the Parliament and State Assemblies are held at different dates
at present, there are apprehensions that the tenure of the State Assemblies will fall short
of five years if the elections to these Assemblies are held subsequent to Parliament
Election. If the elections for State Assemblies were held prior to Parliament election, and
completing the full tenure of five years before Parliament election, the tenure of Assemblies
has to be extended. How are we going to deal with the above indicated residual period
to make it co-terminus with the Parliament tenure? Are we going to curtail the Assembly

tenure, or, are we going to extend the tenure beyond five years?
(MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN in the Chair)

Assuming that the Parliament elections and the election for all State Assemblies are
held simultaneously, what is the solution if the Parliament is dissolved before its entitled

five year tenure due to lack of majority, or, for any other reason?

Again, our Constitution speaks about the emergency provisions of Articles 352 to
360. Article 352 says about the proclamation of emergency, and Article 356 refers to the

provisions in case of failure of constitutional machinery in a State. Article 360 refers to
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[Shri S. Muthukaruppan]

the provision of financial emergency. My point is, how you are going to get over these

Articles in our Constitution?

Similarly, in the State Assembly, if the State Government falls due to lack of majority

or for any other reasons, how are we going to deal with it?

If the Parliament or State Assembly is dissolved and elections have to be conducted
for Parliament and State Assembly only for the residual period, then, the stated objective
of saving expenditure on conducting frequent elections will not be achieved. How will
the proposed constitutional amendment cover this contingency? This needs to be

clarified.

Again, Sir, another source of unwanted election expenditure is through bye- elections.
The inevitable resignations caused by the sitting MLA or MP contesting elections can
certainly be avoided. Any sitting legislator or parliamentarian should be prohibited for

an alternate post.

Again, Sir, when a vacancy arises due to the death of a representative, the eventual
bye-election is another source of unwanted election. In such cases, a nominee of the
winning political party can be permitted by the Election Commission to represent the
constituency for the remaining term of the Government. In order to avoid political
misadventures in such cases, the parties may be advised to nominate a substitute at the

time of original filing of nomination itself, who will automatically become the substitute.

Lastly, as said earlier, the political scenarios have to be addressed legally and
constitutionally as the elected Governments are normally assured of five years’ tenure
as they make certain promises to the public which have to be fulfilled in the tenure of
five years. Therefore, if the discussion is held after clarifying the above doubts, it will
lead to a meaningful exchange of views ultimately leading to the final decision on the

idea of ‘one nation one election.” Thank you, Sir.

it I TV yTe R (9B R): A1 Suawifa Aeiey, #9 g9 BRI § SR Uiet
P RE A W FAE BRIY 81 39 ISR W Ml SR I 39T & | T sl dfuer
foeger ATEd gl 7Y, 3t # S AR # ff $© dierar| gAral § R Y bureaucracy
ﬁ?forces%ﬂﬁﬂaﬁ,wsﬂéﬂﬁwwaﬁ?@mﬁﬂmg
5 fe=g¥ largest democracy & | T2 gA@ &R, I= &H dgd-9gd g=IdIa o
T € AR S 3 gl H el €, S 9ga-9gd Agoid o ded § |
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Alhca @ WU g8, dfdhd ST A &9 <9 W §, STelt dlledd wnfid g1 g9RT
fEga U <=1 H ¥ 8, S8l dAldbdd Pl Aolgd g Wl TS R SHH A AN
@1 g8 ART AP TET| BART S bureaucracy Y81, STd W H4I challenges MY, I&
Tgd A b A B AT SR g @R el W §IK €, B9 59 91 @l $8d ©
o fe=g¥a™ # vibrant democracy & | Democracy &1 #deid & I8 BIAT & f& I Y
UiIMRERT # ARPR SR S@ A BT &, A gAd ™A Bl HDT AI AEagul
gl &

TEIey, Ml AR Ud weft 91 2 9 5 g MmN & S g 9N S g,
dl g B B H gqmEn @redl g P I Od 23 & gAd A 8¢ € | 3
AN P I8 STFHR AR BN, BTl &9 Nl I Pls 3y &1 el g, Ugdl
ay 1950 ¥ WB) AV 1972 TP bddl 9 A gAG gad ol A1 22 N H Fad
A R gATE YA U SR gHId 99 1952, 1957, 1962 AR 1967 H BY Il AR
My <, o fUed 22 W W 13 I g9 A I® gd | o)1 a1 & f5 99
AHY & A AN Bl & 9T Pe? &1 84 I Al IR aspersion cast BT ANBY?
S I iRyt g, <ife S 959 FT BIS process AT 3R RIT SH 7Y
DIg procedure T, ofh S5 W AN 7 I[UAI-UAT IRTEH T |

HEIed, 34l &7 BUe egdl Aed e e J {$ Siiae &1 R qad1sy 3R ay 2013
B W H gR H dled X8 | F g wedr g (6 oad 1952 F Sqar urdl 479 e
TR Al 3R 364 TR Sfill, 99 1957 # B! Ul el iR 371 IS St Jorr ad
1962 H SBI WISl T FATG ST 3R 361 WIS Sl | 37T SRT W <xg SAIRTg a5 3
S Sfid? § gar aedar g & SO 99y dfe U SHE 9 9e 87 ¥ 3R B
qIel BT U1 T SKTE o, dd SIdx AP gAdl H§ Fherdn fell | afs # md
g 6 99 99y T IR AL, Al FAT D] BT A?

HEIGY, BRI Uil Bl W TSI b 98 S8l Al ©, 98 @i il gHR
JM U Sl ®E I8 U fd 98d helicopter dT © 1 3l YA 8Y, $9 A, dl
ggad ARI UIfeAl & helicopter P PIg UM o drell el ATl § He A8l § (6
helicopter & TG &I SIS &1 1G9 9 1 4 Sidl Sl & &b g Sa1 &
fpae Aol & Sd 91 fraey oMy fhd=r o &d 21 safv 39 919 W) g4t
TE1 B AMfRY 3R FA1d AT W el UBR &I dlgdd el ol ey | Y g
RN R AEHT oI &, USIUSINGl UR SfRY o &1 89 dl IR Ua¥ H T
&, 310 BART 48 ¥a Gadsy (& a8l a1 BIdl 2T, Hel el I T8l Al 8, elfd
3 BB GIR Bl AT & R H ATEA ...(AFT B b9, [, qI<H BT AR I,
W 9gd BICL-Al GId 2, SEH Dls 49T @9 TE B9 21 S Sdie 7, S9d an
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[l YW =7 A [NE)

H AT e 3l Tl oY @ B WX, f[ER A iR SR Uy # @y gIar o
MU dlc TS, BB BRI HRAT 8, AID! AT, GART Al AR f&A1] B &
JH U B dic Pl IR-IR BISfe HRIs ot A1 1999 & fagR #, 89X ATeiar §,
3l TG doic UU 3felT ¥ Oxl 39 # diadar § vuae o | feafay suare o
PSS & AT b HIEST Bl 25 M 83T 8, HUX GURI, A1 quRl| T8l F ARY
S o1 H gg S Aredan § 6 I8 59 dRE @1 gA A7 2divH b ged 9gd
AR GuR gV &1 Udh 91d Sx @ [ 89 SA10H A §9 a1d Bl |l SR Q@ 91y
5 @ didite o A1 T W Udh 910 dE Y7 ¥ [P BY IR IADI I@H B a1d
Tl ..(AWT B ). Y AT dE@d B (WHT B ') BY IR SAIUH B IR
3p I & BT 39 W AR HRAT 918V fh SR I Y @1 B, 9mS 9 Gl
Tl 39 W @Y & A FAR g H YR 9o Y& ¥ AR I H 39 RE |9
PR} AlBdd AOT B3N © SR AN W A BN, AHT Igd-9gd g=adIs |

SHRIT. K. RANGARAJAN (Tamil Nadu): Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir, my party, the
CPI(M) is of the opinion that far-reaching thorough electoral reforms are required in
order to strengthen our democracy in the country. Sir, the Indian Constitution mandates
Election Commission alone the responsibility to conduct free and fair election. But
during the 17th General Elections, Sir, I don’t want to make any allegation against the
Election Commission or the Government, but Caesar’s wife must be above suspicion. Sir,
neutrality must be there and if neutrality is not there, then, suspicion comes. Impartiality
must be there. If it is not there, then suspicion comes. Sir, Election Commission must
be replaced by these appointments being made by a collegium. This is my suggestion.
There must be a collegium under the sanction of the President of India. This is the
procedure that has been adopted for the appointment of the Lokpal by the Parliament.
Regarding EVMs, Sir, a parliamentary legislation must ensure that at least 50 per cent
of the votes counted by EVMs are matched with the VVPAT. Further, all technical
objections, that arise from the fact that technology is growing at a pace faster than
human capacities to adopt to, will have to be resolved. Hence, there is a need for
re-examination of the credibility of the EVMs and verifiability of the VVPATS. Sir, my next
point is about money power. Shri Kapil Sibal has explained everything properly.
I support his views. You always mention about Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. Though Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel was not your party Member or RSS Member, you always mention him.
But, if Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel is alive today, he will not take foreign money to conduct
elections or corporate money to conduct elections. So, follow Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.

Sir, if you conduct the elections like this, then, there is no level playing field. As far as
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my party is concerned, we don’t take any money from any corporate. I can record it in
this House. But if you take money, then there is no level playing field. So, please create
a level playing field. Sir, corporate funding to political parties should be banned and we
should move towards a system of State funding. When Shri Arun Jaitley was our
Opposition Leader, he was agreeable with us. The moment he goes there, he changes

himself.

Sir, partial, proportional representation must be there. I want changes in electoral

reforms. Proportional representation must be there. Sir, for example,...
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, I will take only one minute. The BJP, with 31 per
cent of vote share, won 282 seats. It has never got 50 per cent. And, with 52 per cent
strength in the House, NDA got 37.3 per cent vote share! In this election, it got
37.3 per cent vote share, but it occupied 52 per cent of the strength!

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Okay. Thank you, Mr. Rangarajan. Now, you conclude.
SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: I am concluding in one minute.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: You have already taken more time.

SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, in Delhi, the Aam Aadmi Party, drew blank even

after receiving 33 per cent vote share.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you. I am going to the next speaker.

SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, here, I would like to mention that there must be
proportional representation. If you do not have proportional representation

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Rangarajan Sahab, I am moving to the next speaker

now. Please conclude.

SHRI T. K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, finally, the Law Commission, reviewed all the 212
Parliamentary Electoral Systems listed the Global Distribution of Electoral System in
order to assess and to recommend what might be appropriate for us. The Commission
has suggested a combination of first-past-the-post system and the ‘list system’ by

raising 25 per cent strength of the House of People and the State Assemblies.

it STWHTURT: U, 99191 $HAR ST 379 3fuast a1 Repfe o= SIgHt | T.K. Rangarajan

Ji, please finish.
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SHRIT. K. RANGARAJAN:*
PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA (Bihar): Thank you Mr. Deputy Chairman, Sir.

My friend, Shri Muthukaruppan from AIADMK, 9%, 39¢ o9 e 99 gU J ¥
direct benefit transfer & INIY |

2} SUUTIRT: U1, F9I91 AR 31, I8 WX 81 H 81 § | I 999 I AT 8, SAD
JEd B9 989 P Tl HUAT AU YH BN, AU [T T

1. 7SI AR ST IR, SHBT TIH I HIC QIRGTYT | Thank you so much once again.

Sir, I begin with

SifbT 9 e @7 Yt ar WrEAIr HYr &

I am sharing my personal pain and it is not partisan. If today my party asks me to

contest Lok Sabha election, I will have to say a frank ‘no.” I cannot contest. 89 Tdh

faRiegmr § S %2 €1 B8l 9ar § fb 70 o9 BUU WE BRA b Swaaq ST B
PIs Al 3T @ X, are fhdl |t Uit &1 81, 98 Ig 9a1 < b 70 ARG B A
{9 SET gAE ST iR A SiaTl 89 9 g0, aleX IR H I8d &l W, 39

R R &9 & Mavgahd 2|

Sir, the other day I was listening to Mr. Bernie Sanders who is seeking Democratic
Party’s nomination for the Presidential Election. Sir, talking about America, he spoke
about the fact that democracy in America is fast moving into oligarchic kind of a
situation. BAR BT I8 T Ul 81 Al ©| BARN Hob H, BTARI ARG H, @8
Y B AT T B, ‘oligarchy’ THM TRE foRg BT 21 ¥R, Arbad goll ® R H &1
3R BA9 P! collectively address Tl fham, a1 olidy TG B SITQI, 'S G2, SHD
I B T8l |

Sir, free and fair election is a very important idea under Article 324. Let us examine
ourselves how free are our elections? ‘Free’ in which particular sense? It has to reach
the ground. Wd iR fweT | WX, PR UHRGI Afdd divsa faH &M, 8RR qame
90 UfRIT FHEE Uh TR €, UP R IRISI P 79 §9 81 § 3R G TRE &4
Sl wiféal el W @S BIeR S Adrel iR BRiddisi B WO R IE ©, l I8
Tl &1 Apar & 21 {6l & oy wmell ey ok fohedl & forg uep @rers = &l |
R, I& el "]

*Not recorded.
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Sir, Section 153A is a very important component of IPC. AT #3 WGy T&T 99
8Y © | I PO aul § BHT AU $IAR, WIAM, FIHI politicization FX &A1 T 1 3Fefl-
IR gell, I FATd HSH 4 AT S &, TAMH-BIsRA gA1d A& 9 1 S @, fearei-
A A A H o7 Wi | 39H BT R 7 fh gER) S g9ed @ SR g,
ST osg B AN €, W, UBd ded O fF O AT R BT B, 98 fringe &1 3 I8
fringe g1 #1 99 BT & 1..(F9T & €Y. T fringe IS-I$ 3Agal W o BT T

R, § ve MRa) fewofl o, goi &=+ Y| Biel &d g, dF 8 e ferd

21 Sir, when we don’t look at ‘free and fair elections’ in the broadest possible sense,

with a maximum possible interpretation, you know what happens, you witness possessed
election. I consider, this election was a possessed election. And, when you have
possessed election and the Governments come out of possessed election, issues of
governance do not matter. Look at the manifestoes of all political parties. Did we discuss
manifesto at all during the entire election process? Parties must have won, parties must
have lost, but the fact is, somewhere the true sense of democracy, where people get

empowered ...(Time-Bell-rings)... They are being marginalized. Thank you so much, Sir.

2 SuRruTURr: AT Aol AH WIEd, § 3Bl AHE B, SUY Ugel Ll
& oy § qar =red § & ‘Others’ ¥ 8 Wil € SR HeSl &l e &1 94y 86
aIfed & forg g 1. (caem)...

it eiteT T Fsi (SR ueen): V9T g A g | &1 fie | 3 dien & T2l
ST AHAT T .. (TFE)... 39 a)g dl &9 walk-out ST |...(IGEIT). .

3 ST I8 W B H T8I € |..(FEaEH)... H AUH] IA Bl §, T8 W
g W TEl T ...(GE)... "eie W9 T84, Wil 3179 drel |...(Sae). .

St e T s g i R © ... )... I8 BF 1 a8, ORe...(aHH)...

3 TR S WHY IS8T M €, § A0 F8! adl RET g | (). JIoiE
AT 189, 319 dref |...(aem)... Please speak. ... (Interruptions)... DU 3T FH CIs)
S |....(ITE)... ATSiE HA9 AT8d, MU diet, 3MUH! a1q Rébis W= S |

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA (Tamil Nadu): This is totally meaningless. ...(Interruptions)...

Then, why are we discussing it at all? ...(Interruptions)...

it sreNe Rigrl (SR Ucwn): g9RT Aifew 7, O omu &F i T8 e I8 a
formality 81 T&1 ¥ |...(aem)...

3 IuTUfn S W9HT JY AT &, H 98l H' Bl g |..(Fau)... e S, wie
MY 98 MY |...(&Fe)... I am requesting all of you to please sit down. ... (Interruptions)...

Please take your seat. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Majeed Memon, please speak.

...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, please listen to us. ...(Interruptions)... Members can also
be listened. ...(Interruptions)... You should listen to the Members also.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Mr. Majeed Memon, please speak. ...(Interruptions)...

Please take your seats. ...(Interruptions)... Please take your seats. ...(Interruptions)...

PHUAT AGIE WA S Bl dla < ... (SFGe)...

SHRI SATISH CHANDRA MISRA: This is insult to us. This is too much.

...(Interruptions)...

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: We are a democratic country and we are not allowed to

discuss electoral reforms! ...(Interruptions)...
3 IuTafer: BS99 & Sl M SR UragE §, I8 9HY S dgd 8 g gl
Tl..(@au™)... I8 §9 99 TE fHar T .(@ae)... $UAT M9 93 |...(Faem)... Please

speak, Mr. Majeed Memon. ...(Interruptions)...

#ft FRST ¥R 37U @ AR & g $8 1 781 did Fahd |...(Tgem)...

oY Fter =V IS PR 89 WRaN & U& § dieidl, 99 o1 89 i &1 HidT e,
e ar el e .. (craem). ..

it SuRpHTafen: Ale 99 S, ey ifery | (cae)...
SHRI MAJEED MEMON (Mabharashtra): First, let there be order, Sir.

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Sir, you can take the sense of the House.

...(Interruptions)... Please take the sense of the House. ...(Interruptions)...

2 TR ATSllG q99 Sfl, 39 dled, el Al 4 gR [ @fed b1 srse
6% |....(IETH)...

St Afie A9 R, TH AE B UG, Ul 99§98 SV |...(IGE). .

SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD (Karnataka): It is better to take the sense of the House.

...(Interruptions)...

it SUTHTUfY: 3T e MUE € o 3T Ui S8 93 |...(aen).... Please speak,
Mr. Majeed Memon. ...(Interruptions)... 39 93, § <@l & |...(&@M)... HISlE HAT
S, 3MY 9 e 9lel, 89 S € |...(aEH)... 39 diF-ai9 e dlel, By faddd
Tl T 1...(auM)... 89 99 dId I8 ©, To] dl AiG H99 A18d 1 989 Bl AN IR
BT |...(IENT)... 1T ST, HUaT 37T U ST W 18T |...(ae). ..
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SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, all the Opposition parties have been completely
cooperating to run this House peacefully. But you cannot take us for granted. We are

not a two-minute party. No party here is a two-minute party.

SHRI SATISH CHANDRA MISRA: Yes.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: No party here is a two minute party. ... (Interruptions)... We
are not two-minute noodles. ...(Interruptions)...

2 SuuTUfn S FRE-BT 99 €, 8189 S9b d8d dd 8l § |...(EaHH). .
(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair)

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please be seated. ...(Interruptions)... Please be seated.

..(Interruptions).. What has been the procedure for so many years, that will be followed.
..(Interruptions).. Now, Majeed Memonyi.

SHRI MAJEED MEMON: Sir, I cannot speak in two minutes. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: You can’t dictate. ...(Interruptions)... You can’t dictate.

...(Interruptions)... Don't you want to speak? ... (Interruptions)... Okay. Next, Shri Tiruchi
Siva. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI VANDANA CHAVAN (Mabharashtra): Sir, it is impossible to speak in two

minutes. ...(Interruptions)...

it RS R R, Q1 e &1 1 Aded 27 L (SHauT)...

it 3reNs Rigrel: R, et urdt &1 Aifew ®, &1 fime § & dielil? . (aawm)...

sft wwmafer T W2 . (@FE)... You have already wasted five minutes time.

...(Interruptions)... You don’t want to have a debate. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, in a democratic country, we are not allowed to discuss
the electoral laws. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: This has been the practice for years. ...(Interruptions)... This rule

is not made by us. ...(Interruptions)... This rule and time allocation is not made by us.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Take the sense of the House. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: It was decided long back. ...(Interruptions)... According to the
strength of the party, they get time. ...(Interruptions)...
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SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, according to the issue ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: I am not going to do this. ...(Interruptions)... You can’t dictate
like this. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: No dictating, Sir. ...(Interruptions)... It is only a request.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: You have already spoken. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, you listen to us. ...(Interruptions)...

it wvmafer: 95 WY (@), 96 91SUI ..(@49E)... Mr. Derek, you have
already spoken. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down.
...(Interruptions)... Mr. Raja, please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Keshava Rao,

please sit down. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: No, Sir; you cannot take us for granted. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: I will not go by your dictation. I will go by rule and the position
of this thing. ...(Interruptions)... Please sit down. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Siva, you are
an experienced person. You represent a political party. You know about the functioning
of the House. Mr. Raja also knows about the functioning of the House. If there is a
request for one minute — this way or that way — we will consider. ... (Interruptions)...
Simply because 10 people stand up and then say ‘No’, how can we go like this.

...(Interruptions)...
AN HON. MEMBER: Take the sense of the House, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please sit down. Mr. Majeed Memon. ... (Interruptions)... Let me
tackle the situation. 98 STET| ...(@e)... Majeed Memonyi, please. Keshava Raoji,

please.

SHRI MAJEED MEMON :Sir, we are making a humble request that kindly grant me

a couple of minutes more.
MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. You speak what you want to. Be quick.

SHRI MAJEED MEMON: Sir, within two minutes, it will not be possible for me to

even touch the point.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Make your points, if you want to talk about reforms.

SHRI MAJEED MEMON: Sir, electoral reforms is a vast subject. It is a genus under
which half a dozen species would be there. I would suggest that if we are serious about
having free and fair poll as mandated by the Constitution of India, we will have to attend
to all these items or the captions which I am giving. Number one, ‘How the conduct of
poll should be free and fair’, “Whether the election should be held under EVM or paper
ballot’, “Whether the breach of model code of conduct is being properly implemented’,
‘Whether the election expenditure is being properly accounted’, ‘Undue advantage
given to the ruling party’, ‘Interference of the ruling party in holding of the elections’,
‘Use of electoral bond and the corruptibility of such an issuance.” Simultaneous poll
itself is a vast subject. Then, ‘use or misuse of media’. These are all various captions.
Each one of them deserves to be discussed at full length. It is only then that we can

reach free and fair electoral reforms.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Memonyi.

SHRI MAJEED MEMON: Now, one minute, Sir. I will take only one of these

subjects; I cannot take all.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please.

SHRI MAJEED MEMON: And that one subject is about EVMs. Advanced countries
like England, France, Germany, Netherland and the United States have banned the use
of electoral machines. Now, it is necessary for India, for my country, to examine the
causes under which these so developed countries had to ban EVMs, and why we should

not.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Memonji. Now, Shri Tiruchi Siva. We could have
discussed it before elections. Unfortunately, we are discussing it after elections.

..(Interruptions)... Election is there. Mr. Siva. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI MAJEED MEMON: “Electoral reforms’ is not only for election. We can discuss
it ... ... (Interruptions)...

it wwmuf: 95 STSY, Wi | It is over. ... (Interruptions)... 1 have given you extra

time also. ...(Interruptions)... Please.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, India is the largest democracy. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Mr. Siva, one minute. Mr. Majeed Memon, please conclude.
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SHRI MAJEED MEMON: The question was raised before the German Constitutional
Court and the question was whether Electronic Voting Machines were legal for use of

conducting elections.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Every country has got its own system.

SHRI MAJEED MEMON: And the simple answer is, ‘No’; and the answer is ‘No’
because it does not have all essential steps in the elections which are subject to public
examinability. Now, if public examinability is not there, we can’t have EVM.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. You are a senior person with legal background. Please

understand. Shri Tiruchi Siva.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, India is the largest democracy in the world and due to
some reasons, many are of the opinion that democracy is not functioning as it should
be. Sir, elections are the most important and integral part of politics in a democratic
system of Government. Sir, we are discussing about the electoral reforms which has not
been achieved for the past 15 years. So many Committees, Tarkunde Committee, Goswami
Committee, Indrajit Gupta Committee and Parliamentary Committees have all submitted
reports but nothing has come forward. Sir, nowadays, elections are vulnerable to the
money power, the muscle power, the media power, criminalization of politics, non-serious

candidates, casteism and communalism. All these things have to be addressed.

We believe that we are in a democratic country and on the eve of elections, if we
experience something bitter, we represent to the Election Commission. Later, we think
that we could settle down in the Parliament by way of discussing and by enacting or
making some amendments in the PR Act. Today also, we are discussing it, and I humbly
request you to give us one or two minutes because it is a very important issue as a

democratic country.

Sir, there are two or three points. One of the things which Mr. Bhupender and others
from the Treasury Benches was insisting is about ‘One Nation, One Election’. Sir, we
have already told that it is not possible. Moreover, it is being extended now that
elections for Parliament, Assembly and Panchayati Raj all will be conducted at the same
time. Sir, in Bangaluru city, there are three constituencies and for all the three
constituencies, elections were conducted on three different days. When it is not able
to hold elections in a city on one day, how is it possible to hold elections for the whole
country at one time? This is a very ordinary issue. Sir, we asked whether you want the

cheapest democracy or an effective unrepresentative democracy.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Right.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, two more points. Just two minutes more.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Don’t give examples. Make points.

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, two points.

Another thing is, during the elections the officers posted are, of course, controlled
by the Election Commission but they are officers of the State Government. They have
to revert back to their old masters. So, many of the officers do not behave impartially.
They are prejudiced and partial, and so we suggest that till the Election Commission has
got its own mechanism to conduct the elections — it is far away — the officers from

the next State could be brought in.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Right, Mr. Siva.
SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, only one more point.

One per cent of the votes in the elections change the seat-sharing about ten to
fifteen per cent. The previous Assembly election of Tamil Nadu is an example for that.
In the 2014 elections, the Bahujan Samaj Party secured 20 per cent in U.P. but not even
one Lok Sabha seat. So, for this, Sir, DMK has been advocating since the period of
Anna, Kalaignar and till today, Thalapathy Stalin, that the proportionate representation
is the only solution in this country. Then only there will be justice to the electoral

reforms. Thank you very much, Sir.

SHRI D. RAJA (Tamil Nadu): Sir, my Party stands for comprehensive electoral
reform. Conduct of elections in a free and impartial manner remains at the core of our
parliamentary democracy. That is why the Constituent Assembly expressed its legislative
intent in favour of an Election Commission which would function impartially, free from
any influence and conduct of elections to Legislative bodies without any bias. Sir, I take
your permission to quote Dr. Ambedkar. While moving Article 289, which is now Article
324 of the Constitution concerning the Election Commission, in the Constituent Assembly,
he said that the Assembly expressed, “Without any kind of dissent, that in the interest
of the purity and freedom of elections to the Legislative bodies, it was of utmost
importance that they should be freed from any kind of interference from the Executive
of the day.” Dr. Ambedkar said this. I propose at this point of time that we should agree
for a collegium to choose and appoint Election Commissioners. This is my first point,
Sir. My second point is on simultaneous elections. Sir, it is unconstitutional and unrealistic.

Again, Dr. Ambedkar had emphasized the issue and discussed it — we cannot challenge
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the genius of Dr. Ambedkar, sitting now — and he compared stability and accountability.
He said, instead of stability, Government must be held accountable and answerable to
the people. That is how Dr. Ambedkar brought out all these points. Now, simultaneous
elections would mean that you are not allowing the Government to be held accountable.
That is what we understand. With the present Constitution, you cannot have simultaneous
elections. So, people doubt that there could be a sinister design to subvert the present

Constitution and pave way for a Presidential form of Government, which we oppose.
MR. CHAIRMAN: All right, Mr. Raja.

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, I am completing. Then, Sir, the present first-past-the-post
system has so many limitations. Now we should think of having a proportional
representation system as it is being considered in several countries; candidates list and
parties list should be there and there should be a mixed system. Whatever is best for
India, can be adopted by us. But we should think about having a proportional
representation system, a mixed system. The final point is this. Everybody has spoken
about money power. The Indrajit Gupta Committee recommended State funding of
elections. Why can’t we discuss the Indrajit Gupta Committee Report? I made that plea
several times in this House. Now the time has come for that. Money is corrupting the

electoral process and influencing the electoral process.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Raja. Shri Satish Chandra Misra.
SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, I am completing.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please, Mr. Raja. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI D. RAJA: Sir, I am completing. If we are serious about electoral reforms, we
should address these concerns. Otherwise, cut it out. What would be the purpose of

these reforms? I don’t find any future.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The future is bright for all of us, including yourself. Now, Shri
Satish Chandra Misra.

it wclter o fsm. W), 5@ W ok @I 99 Bkt g, 1 del S § fa emg
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& foIg AFT &xd €, @1 <@ W T8 SIar 21 89 @l $1 9 g W gl S 2
3R A important issue § W 4 AN & AT T AXId A EITHS BT, AT we protest
that.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: We need to sit together on this and discuss it one day as to
why this system has been established all these years. We need to discuss this. I agree

with you.
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iIS...(@Fem)... When it suits us, time is okay. If it doesn’t suit us, extend the time;
VAT B TN, (GEH). .

STHTell STHIT e (STR USYT): OR..(SAET)...

it wvmufer: ST 9eae S, 99 SRV L...(@@aem)... Now Mr. Kenye to speak.

SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: Sir, we have two more speakers. They have not

been called. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI K.G. KENYE (Nagaland): Mr. Chairman, Sir, if the citizens of this country have
some doubt on the process of the election, I think that is reason enough for us to take
a review and revert back to a system which is trusted by the voters of this country. The
political parties are the players here. We represent the voice of the people. So, this
should not be brushed aside very simply like this. The human touch is the best. If a
voter doesn’t trust an apparatus, we should scrutinise the subject of manufacturing with
whatever proof which brings out. If we have a consensus, it is okay. But when people
have started doubting the process, I think, that is reason enough. My senior colleagues

have already said the rest. I endorse all those points. Thank you.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR (Andhra Pradesh): Thank you, Mr.

Chairman, Sir, for giving me this opportunity. Improving electoral process requires
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manifold changes. Transparency, honesty and accountability are required. Now, I am
going to the subject with regard to the EVMs and the use of EVM machines in the
election process. There is an experience and it is unanswered till now. There are
differences between the polled votes and counted votes. That was not answered by the
Election Commission, whatever the reasons may be. Even if the difference of votes is
more than the majority votes, they should not discard this discrepancy. Then the only
remedy is the election petition. The election petition, as we are very well aware, takes
years together. So, what is the solution with regard to the EVMs? If there is any
suspicion about the EVMs among the stakeholders, the public and the voters, why are
you hesitating to introduce the original ballot system? The ballot system is very much
required to clarify all the doubts concerned. Another important aspect is with regard to
the Tenth Schedule, the Anti-Defection Law, which also deals with the electoral reforms.
Yesterday, I received a bulletin from this House that four of our Party Members have
defected to the Ruling Party.

MR. CHAIRMAN: We can’t discuss it now.

SHRI KANAKAMEDALA RAVINDRA KUMAR: That is also a part of the electoral
reforms. Unless the Tenth Schedule is being amended, it is not possible to control
defection; the spirit of the Anti-Defection law will be curtailed. Therefore, I request that
the Anti-Defection Law under the Tenth Schedule also need to be amended. As far as
election expenditure is concerned, Mr. Raja has already told that the Government has
to take the responsibility, by virtue of the recommendations of the Indrajit Gupta
Committee and it has to be implemented. There are several Committees. Due to lack of

time, I could not attend to all the problems. Thank you, Sir, for giving me the opportunity.

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): Sir, the electoral reforms are very
important to uphold the aspirations of the constitution-makers to have true democracy
to finally achieve the goal of egalitarian society. Sir, due to paucity of time, I can only
highlight the headlines. Sir, the first point is, fidelity of electoral rolls is very important
in electoral reforms. The second point is comprehensive and extensive training at booth
level officers. The third point is the transparency in electoral rolls. The fourth point is
digital electioneering. And, the fifth one is gender equilibrium. The next one is amendment
to the Representation of the People Act, explicitly including the expenditure incurred
even for Legislative Council also. And, the final point is State funding of elections.
These are all reforms which can be thought of. Because of paucity of time, I am not able
to discuss in detail. But, the last point is, Sir, which is very important, I heard the

Congress Party speaking extensively about money, muscle power and criminalization of
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politics. Let me tell you one thing. Let me explain to the hon. Chairman one thing. So
far as criminalization of politics is concerned, it is the *, which has inculcated

...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Don’t make allegations. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY (Andhra Pradesh): ...inculcated and they have gained

experience over a period of 50 years. ...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: No allegations to be made against parties. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: Over a period of 50 years, they have gained the

experience of implicating every other person in false cases. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH (Karnataka): Sir, how can he say this? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: And branding him or her as an accused as criminal.

...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Any reference to any other party, out of all the speeches made,
will be expunged. Agreeable? ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: Therefore, the * has no moral authority to say that
criminalization of politics... ...(Interruptions)... Secondly, regarding the money power,
the * in 2004 and 2009 have spent more than what has been spent in 2019.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Right, Shri Vijayasai Reddy. Please conclude.

SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: And as far as muscle power is concerned, the Congress
Party * has more muscle power than any other political party. ...(Interruptions)...
Therefore, the * Congress Party has absolutely no ethical right to speak about money,

muscle power and criminalization of politics. Thank you, very much, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Political criticism and counter criticism, I will go through the

record.
SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Sir, *

MR. CHAIRMAN: You cannot make personal allegations. Now, Shri Sanjay Singh.

...(Interruptions)...

*Expunged as ordered by the Chair.
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SHRI B.K. HARIPRASAD: Sir, he has made allegations against the party.

...(Interruptions)...
MR. CHAIRMAN: Hariprasadji, please. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI BHUBANESWAR KALITA: Sir, one should not make such allegations.

MR. CHAIRMAN: I have already said it. If there is any allegation by anybody

against any party, that will be looked into and removed from the record.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: That will not go on record. *will not go on record.

o Jorg RiE: Tad IR R’ ), AaR? V0T dR-9R hel &l SRR IE
reprogrammable ¥, T SHH TSIS! Bl WX HWEAT

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Sanjay Singh. Now, Shri Ramdas
Athawale...(Interruptions)...

At Ao fre: wx, anfl <1 e ot Q¥ €T gY, <1 e @1 a9a )1 AR AR

it iy Ao S, @i o 98 WUl sft WS 3rSTdet...(de)... Please,

try to understand. ...(Interruptions)...

*Not recorded.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: Narasimha Raoji, you have been complimented. You raised a
doubt and you got your doubt cleared. They want their doubts to be cleared. And, you

are convinced.

SHRI G.V.L. NARASIMHA RAO (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, it is a fact that because of our
efforts, a reform has already happened. We have the paper trail because of our efforts.
...(Interruptions)... Therefore, to compare this reform... (Interruptions)... This reform has

been brought because of us. So, please compliment us for that. ...(Interruptions)...
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7g RepfS # &1 S |..(@aens)... This is not the way. You are a senior Member.
Th-gaR Al & I WX AR BI41 BT, Aad $I A#1 8141 @My | d 4 e
% AT €| S8 raise fHATI He got convinced. You are not convinced. Let us wait.

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF SOCIAL JUSTICE AND
EMPOWERMENT (SHRI RAMDAS ATHAWALE ): Sir, ‘one nation, one election’,

Narendra Modi is our selection. We want a united nation; we don’t want opposite

motion. FEIGY, U QT AR TH A@ & Ay § e Al ot 7 I8 fagr wa@n 2|
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SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, will we sit after six o’clock or will we continue it

tomorrow?

MR. CHAIRMAN: We will sit. We are just concluding the speakers, and then the
Minister will reply.

DR. VINAY P. SAHASRABUDDHE (Maharashtra): Sir, | was very attentively listening
to all the speeches so far, and not just as a Member of this House and a political party

functionary, but also as a student of political science.

*Not recorded.
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Sir, I was hoping that some new light will be thrown on the present discourse about
the electoral reforms. But Sir, having heard some of the speeches, I thought the discussion
was basically about electoral reforms and not about the electoral verdict reforms, perhaps
what some of the Members are wanting. I believe, the myopia that has come to the fore
through various points made by certain hon. Members, there is a lot of misunderstanding
and some kind of pre-conceived notions. For example, hon. Ram Gopal Yadav ji said
about the American model of Biennial Elections to the Senate in the American democracy.
But, I believe, what we are discussing here and my colleague Bhupender Yadav ji also
made a point, very eloquently, that in every six months, the nation and the entire polity
has to face elections and I think, the evidence need not be elaborately told here. So,
Sir, the idea behind ‘One Nation, One Election,” and I would refrain from using this term

because it is creating a different connotation unnecessarily...

MR. CHAIRMAN: The House will sit till the debate is over. There are two more

speakers.

DR. VINAY P. SAHASRABUDDHE: Let us put it this way that it is simultaneous
elections or minimum cycles of elections. Mr. Bhupender Yadav has also referred that
we can have maybe two cycles of elections. So, it is not about ‘One Nation, One
Election.” I would very humbly put, that, let us not get under that impression. At the
same time, I would like to say that off and on there were discussions and people kept
on referring to the EVM machines and some kind of doubts were also expressed about
it. I believe, the verdict of recent elections and the kind of increased vote percentage
has once again established that people of the country believe in the EVM machines,
regardless of the doubts which have been repeatedly expressed on the floor of the

House by Members of certain political parties.

I would also like to join some of the Members who referred to the exemplary and
illustrious work of the Election Commission of India. The House may be aware that in
Indonesia, some 250 people were killed while counting the votes. It has happened in the
recent past only. Therefore, I think, we need to compliment the Election Commission of
India for the kind of efforts they have put in to ensure free and fair elections. Sir, [ was
hoping that the issue of electoral reforms will be taken to the broader level and the big
picture will also be discussed which is about democratic reforms and political reforms.

But, unfortunately, those points are missing. Sir, in this discussion also, people are
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influenced by the recent elections and the verdict in the recent election only. There is
the feeling that we have missed the bus this time. I think we need to rise above these
partisan considerations and take a broader view. We must have an analysis of the big
picture about the democracy in India, the quality of democracy in India, the ability to
deliver in the current democratic model that we have adopted. I was happy to know that
some of the Members of the House also referred to the Proportional Representation
System. I may also bring this to the notice of the august House that it was during Atalji’s
time that the Venkatachaliah Commission was appointed. They gave a wonderful report
which is available on the internet. But, unfortunately, those who are sitting on the
Opposition Benches today, that time assailed irresponsibly the entire report and it was
not even allowed to be discussed. Sir, those were the democratic credentials of these
people that they did not even allow that report to be discussed in this august House.
Although, the report is there, many of the recommendations in the report are worthy of
consideration but unfortunately you refused and you closed your eyes to that report.
Sir, I would also like to put forth here, that there are only three moot questions; why
do we require reforms? What kind of reforms do we require? How can these reforms
really be translated into reality? Sir, these are the three questions and I am trying to
respond to these three questions in a structured manner. Sir, let me bring it to the notice
of the House also that the Government of Atal Bihari Vajpayee, introduced a very
significant electoral reform, for that matter, which was about the Rajya Sabha elections.
Sir, it was for making the Rajya Sabha elections more transparent and more accountable.
At the same time, the upper limit that was put during Atalji’s regime, with the cooperation
of all the Members of the House, the capping of the Cabinet Member strength was also
a significant political reform which was also introduced during Atalji s regime. I would
certainly start my submission by paying tributes to Atal ji for his very significant and

historic contribution in strengthening Indian democracy.

Sir, the challenges are many and they go beyond the electoral reforms for that
matter. For example, there are 1,700 plus political parties in our country. Such a bumper
crop of political parties is there. Does it not make us sit and think about it? Any person
can just walk into the office of the Election Commission and have his or her party
registered? Should we not have a more stringent mechanism to screen the very motivation
behind those who are going and registering their units as political parties? At the same
time, there is no well laid-down mechanism, regardless of several recommendations by
several commissions, to de-register a political party, which, I believe, is the need of the
hour. Why should we have so many political parties? This also has brought in the

element of de-ideologization of political parties. Sir, democracy is about what? Democracy
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is about element of choice. If you have different colours before you, if there is white
colour, yellow colour, green colour, then there is a choice. But if political parties start
behaving alike, start working alike, the electoral college, the electors, the voters do not
get any choice. How can they select between parties behaving in a similar manner
because of de-ideologization of political parties. Unfortunately, today, there are very few
political parties which are run on the basis of ideologies. Most of the political parties,
let me very humbly say, without casting any aspersions, are basically dynasty-driven
political parties. Those who are members of those parties will also have to introspect
on this. Was this the reason that you are there in the political party? Was it simply to
carry the flag of a particular dynasty? What was the point which drew you into the arena
of political functioning? It was some ideology. But with the passage of time, unfortunately,
the element of ideology evaporated and I would appeal all those parties to reinstate the
element of ideology and free themselves from the dynasties which basically are governing

the political parties today.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Please conclude.

DR. VINAY P. SAHASRABUDDHE: Sir, let me make only last three points and then
I will conclude. Sir, there was some discussion about simultaneous elections. Even
beyond this House, people have been discussing this great idea which has been there
in discussion as a part of political discourse in our country. With folded hands, I would
request the entire political class not to look at this idea as a partisan idea. This is not
a BJP idea. This is not the idea of the hon. Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, I mean,
he does not have the ownership of this idea. This idea has been discussed on various
platforms, and, by various commissions, it has been endorsed. So, please have an open
mind. Don’t look at it with a prejudiced, pre-conceived idea, and, if you choose to look
at it with a clearer mind, I believe, you would be able to see the reason and the rationale
behind the simultaneous elections, or, if you want me to put it in different words,

‘minimum cycles of elections’, if you choose to like that.

Therefore, Sir, the idea behind simultaneous elections is to save on our resources,
our human resources, our time resources, and, the kind of election time that we are

spending, the kind of governance time that we are spending.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Right. Please conclude.

DR. VINAY P. SAHASRABUDDHE: I believe, time has come that we have to do

away with it. We will be able to take care of governance. There were references to Code
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of Conduct and its impact, and, also, perhaps, you will be able to take care of party
building, which is so very essential for a vibrant democracy. With these words, I, once
again, appeal the political class to look at the idea of simultancous elections in a more
unprejudiced manner, in a manner without any prejudice, without any coloured-opinion

and without any pre-conceived notions. Thank you, Sir.
MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you. Now, Prof. Rajeev Gowda.
PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA (Karnataka): How much time is there, Sir?
MR. CHAIRMAN: You have two minutes’ time.

PROF. M.V. RAJEEV GOWDA: In that case, I will focus entirely on solutions. Sir,
our challenge is to face the cost of democracy. It costs money to be a politician, to run
a political party and to run political campaigns. Our electoral process that deals with this

aspect is fundamentally flawed. How do we fix this? This is my focus.

On the expenditure side, the issue of electoral expenditure caps is something that
is really hypocritical. Every candidate spends much more than what is actually allowed.
Former Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee once said that every politician starts his
career with a lie because he submits a fudged account to the Election Commission. This
is not the way we need to build a democracy. The important thing is to either make those
caps realistic or to ensure that caps are removed. Why? Because this will ensure that
the whole expenditure is transparent. Under the current system, the expenditure is driven
underground, and it rewards the people with black money and the ability and network
to spend. That has resulted in criminalisation of politics and all other kinds of negative

outcomes that we have already seen.

On the other side, Sir, how do we raise funds? One of the solutions that has been
proposed is public funding or state funding of elections. Let me suggest how that
should be done. But before that, I want to address an objection that is often raised.
People say that there is already so much expenditure, why should the taxpayer also pay
for it? The basic point, Sir, is that some candidates spend a lot of money. And I am
suggesting that we should get rid of the cap. But to be a competitive candidate, you
only need to spend a certain threshold of expenditure. There is some minimum level of
expenditure involved in being a competitive candidate. You don’t have to spend as much
as the otherside. That amount needs to be available to every single citizen of this
country. And that is possible through state funding. That state funding is possible and
can be worked out in a couple of ways. The justification, of course, is that we need a

cleaner polity and that is a public good. And public goods are usually financed, like
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national defence, through taxes. We don’t have a great culture of individual contribution

to political parties or to candidates like other countries do.

When you look at state funding, there are two ways to do that. You can create a
National Election Fund. It is not going to cost very much. You have enough resources
in this growing economy to be able to allocate resources to clean up the system. One
part of it, or maybe half of it, can be allocated to political parties for their historic
performance. You give each party one hundred rupees per vote that they have gained
and let this be allocated to the district or the constituency level party office for use in

the next five years for political activity. This has been proposed by others as well.

The second part, Sir, is to give individual candidates and political parties an
opportunity to raise money through small contributions from a large number of people
and this amount can be used to match that. This encourages grassroots democracy and
ensures again transparent and open funding. These are the ways in which you can take

electoral reforms forward in a constructive manner.

And the last point, Sir, is that electoral bonds have proven to be a farce and they
are counterproductive to democracy on the grounds of lack of transparency. They don’t
allow us to understand who is giving money and what they are getting in return. That

needs to be abolished right away. Thank you very much, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Rajeev ji. It was very constructive. Dr. K. Keshava
Rao.

DR. K. KESHAVA RAO (Andhra Pradesh): No, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Ripun Bora, just two minutes. I don’t want to leave the
North-East.

SHRI RIPUN BORA (Assam): Thank you, Sir. Due to paucity of time, I will only make

a mention in points.

On electoral reforms, my first point is this. For the candidates, we have a ceiling
of expenditure. In the same way, for the political parties also, the ceiling of expenditure

should be fixed. And that should be done through state funding. This is one.

Two, appointment of Chief Election Commissioner and other Members of the

Commission should be made through a collegium.
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Three, there should be an autonomous regulatory body at the Central level, at the

State level and at the district level to oversee free and fair poll.

Four, the print and electronic media, the Government-run media, TV, radio, social
media, including Facebook, etc., all that should be brought under an autonomous

statutory corporation three months before the declaration of election.

Finally, five, the electoral process begins with the preparation of electoral roll.
Defective electoral roll also vitiates the whole process. Recently, we have got an example
from Madhya Pradesh where issue of several lakhs of fake voters came up. Therefore,
the correct electoral roll is also one of the parts of the process of electoral reforms.

Thank you, Sir.

MR. CHAIRMAN: The BJP is withdrawing its speakers though they have time.
Now, the Minister, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, to respond.

2} I TiHY uTE: AU HEIGY, 98d B IR W, 9gd 8 Adeaiel [aud W,
9gd & 9fd g9l g5 © | H A oNd 3METeT Sl Bl S Siud Ried STt @,
S YU A1ed St B, A U1 M T Ared Sit @, S e e [5e o
P, ST S IS ST BT, 37 S, RIS S 1 IR 94 {3l &1 9ga sAfvees
PRl g, 8 o i W, 9 AR W ouel ard vt €

W, Ugel H B SR 3ieqder=d PR Al § | IR-GR HR DI AL Fq1
D 989 BT T AT & | IRA DI ARG ¥ H U 3R NTep gonm o1 o6 Joob b
T, AP AT O 3R 1, Al 9gd 989 $ dI8, I8 Y gall (b Fgie & A=y
BT IR AMBAED B | A%, 989 g3 (4 dic &l APR B! a1 S| aga
SN AT O o femgRar | Al WeR el €, Al B/l dlbd s & "ecd Bl WHSH 3R
Sl o1d H 39 e H < & BrgA WA b vy H =wEl P} IET g, Al A P A
§ 9gd faTaar ¥ S1. Ioi IS, Ufed SiareRdrd qew, AReR Ucd, Al 31S,
ST, YIRTG S HR AUl BT WM BRAT A18dl § | SeIH $el b < &AM e
Pl dIc I7 P JATHR Fel R <% & R B g 1 AR fHerm |

AR, 3MST 70 WA 916 < & w1 Rfd 82 <9 &1 M diex I8 ol & &
# 30 ae Bl drbd W g @I qPR dadd DAl g, H AU dic B drbd A
et o =iar a1 AT ot urdl @l bs W AT oW H 'R WHhdl gl AR, THh BRUI
S A UP 9gd B faHar ofs Tl WY, H I9@ Aef of fh ud f&F die |/ #,
UH UQe & Aar M, @ ot &1 #d o {6 g6 YR | ofel g1 A1y, oifdd
9 QY F AN A, Sh &F b AN A B! B Al [HT H OAS, O S=i
I HRA & AL @ | I8 Adhad <¥ B Sredl 7, Sl [ITHar Rl g,
gAdGT BH IffWFET BT a1yl
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AR, AMBdA Bl U 3R a1 8- Sil, BRAT 81T 8| Hs g1 8¢ &, d IR
H EVM WR JeT  dlef | 31 I8f R TP a1 garl STedl § b 39 <1 H 9ga
TS HF BIAT &1 2019 & A H 91.1 IRI$ died o, T fF 67.47 We 7 dic
f&am, S ®I®! high turnout T 3R 10,35,928 main polling stations o |

AR, 93 39 BSA Bl dan gY 98d T4 8l I8l § b 61.30 HRIS QIS turnout
g3, s_\“lﬁ A Female voter turnout 3TTST b T 29.24 Eb?ﬁ—_s’highest T 31k Male turnout
31.49 HRIE 71 39 <9 # AR Ifeaf, TARY A1, TR 98 goul & | g dic
T W € SR I¥ & 9qad # 9gd uificfiue @R @l €

AR, S8l b EVM &1 |aTd €, § 39 W) [GRR A Fe I arean | § fawg-ar
IR G| 1999 & dT& A 4 b F4T A AR 122 AT b g1 EVM 4 8T
g1 3@ F&l W J3 UF Warel oM 21 PR L 79Hes g Sff @1 aR 9Rd &
g #E EVM ¥ &9, @ Sid €1 3R AR AIETEC S, " STRgetsT argd S
gdt & g&g HA EVM 9 @, @l EVM 1% &, 3R SgT #8al St &1 9k EVM 9
URe e B qEF HA 4, A EVM 81d €, 3R R H AR amuedl e gt
EVM ¥ g8l IR WR&R 9N, & J41 a9, dl EVM 3% 21 oFR gaRr A3 fooe
Rrar St @ arei EVM & GfeTg @1 sweep @Y, I EVM S1& & IR H 31f¥a o=l
g, DMK did very well there. 37 HUF Uit S EVM ¥ $B H2HI Ugel A US,
BUNTE SR ORI # Siill, d EVM 1% 8, of 8FR <9 EVM ¥ R+ Al
B g4, A EVM &R19 8, I8 BH-91 I ¢, I8 AR G981 9 78] ATl T ...(gem)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No slogan.

SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: I am not yielding. ...(Interruptions)...
SHRI T.K. RANGARAJAN: Sir, EVM is... (Interruptions)...

SHRI RAVI SHANKAR PRASAD: I am not yielding. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Rangarajanyi, please. ...(Interruptions)... You are a person from

an ideological political party. Please follow the rules.

it T 9ipY UAIS: HEIGY, WX hdd -1 Hedl & b IoHided Afaedr i drs
gl & 5 €7 oFR Mudl EVM ¥ 31 fR1y 7, 1 oY ®g dad I f &9 39
EVM & result ®1 IUIC T8l A1 3R SERT deic & 9 dIic HRISY, &F H3l AT &
#=t &l 91| This hypocrisy, I am sorry to say, this double standard, ultimately,

impinges upon the credibility of the polity of the country.



Short Duration [3 July, 2019] Discussion 413

TEIeY, del T & e A & favy @ Sern| # 9gd fawmar 9 e dard
qeT, U] Ggd ol 9 &, B ANl < U Fgd WAl § | S Bl GRaw fHAr
gag | HE I 8] a9 ARy, dldbdd R Bl 82 It is choices [ fhad w1y H
<3 QR T ¥ 1971 H AR B A9 & Iq9 1 Bl T A7 H IH T
Uodt o, #9 Afced g fHar on 1 U HRA drel oA SS9 AHI R-RT BT 4T,
el 99 91 IS ©, S9 A IHBI WBIISET I3 Add © 3R A1 I8 el Pel & Mo
Tad fRaT| oFR 99 9HY SfeRT S 9 ey & dels el AR Tsle oidl,
S P JART| 9Y 1962 W IR AN ¥ BR g, Al 9 T8I g A7 AT S
T TNW S8l bl Uit & manifesto H sedition P WA B BT g1 I Sl & 3R
U 91 manifesto § IEI SR 8, A ghs-gdbs 1T & w9 fear g, a1 <9
DI ST Bl I8 TT PR BT ATHR 7T & < fead g § R §1 R <
¥ voters T IE TI fHar for vRT @ Grew, st W A & T H GREG 7, A %
IE A BT AP 1 3TH MY RIT IR & AR MMTDI WM R 81 afBT?

ABIGY, 319 Hel AT f& media BT manage fHIT T, social media BT manage fHam
T H QR B IT #3 & WU A el Wl uiE |l B BR Gl g SR AT Wh W
@1 3R #9 publicly Facebook @I @&l &7 f& I will take action 3R next day Sv&i1
apologise f&HaT| S Cambridge Analytica €, S #7 & 9R \ifed faan, S99 9@
STare 8T feAT | 319 CBI S9&! S+HRNT &Y &l &, il 39 data BT misuse fpar
AT H 37T, T BISH & A 9gd (a9l H B8 aredl g {d we shall never allow

the abuse of Indian data by foreign powers or foreign companies. 1 31U data
protection law @1 @1 I8 €| § MUP] a1 d18dl g & a8 onfl =i 4 3R 89 Seal

B S ol 3yl

HqEI5d, § TP g1 91 HeAl AEdl g [ R §F I b Aqisi I gl BIel
s € 5 9 1Y & ad ¥ ORI 8 YA, T 9 Facebook & data & URTM &I
SITG? HUT B & Q9 & AdQIIsH BT 39 UBR W AYAM AT a1 P, Fifd 9
ggd WSIER §, YISl 8¢ © AR < B QI FEIR Bl FESK & | R S oA
fF BNt TR® 9 TN F BT & AT U e8] IR HAUIHRRT Ao 9918 TS,
Ig SHIF WX S, Il UG HHA, YRS 98 I H YEdl off, d S S
<@, I9Y 9 gaIfad gl AT SEred 99, oR I Ugdl, R fdoTell Ugdl SR
digital payment ¥9-TTid Ugdl, 3R SH-89 AlSHT a-Tid H Ugdl, df = o &
ANt I e g @ wa g W e ik ' A1 St o WReRr # e 5=
39 UHR | AT BT ARER T, <ifhT S0 P a1 dsl-de! d1d Hal o I8l &,
Oh IR ¥ AR & 9gd oedl ¥

TRy, § 7' dEd A qd g T & A Sfe Red Stof &1 R EVM
F Bl Sl § SR 99 BISW & HER &9 &1 9 EVM @1 BE od §, 99 4 EVM
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F1 fR1E FRd 81 HEVM R TR ¥ 918 | 31, dfbd I8 SWRdl fewol agd
St ol g H9 BR Al

AEIGY, 31 Hel AT fF a site has given these kinds of feedings, A= @4l g3l
AT IAT Gt gAT| B S site BT Igd ARG UG Tel A | HY 39 IR A UgS
A w1 § 5 VAl 9ga AR sites TeAddl & | S site B G @erd 8, A U site AR
2 - TNN World website S &1 ®aT T, ofad H press conference §s o & the
entire Indian EVM machines are liable to be hacked. SHd dT&, SE demonetisation TX
BT A1, 34 BISY TR, A - IqDI a1 SUANT {par, H AT BT A4 &1 M, <l
T M UF SRIGR B RUIE 2, Sl credible 1 8, I¥d AR TNN World website,
TSThe IS FATS gl X8l &1 I8 a8 website 8, A I8 4T A1 41 &1 3T PUl
HYh website 3R studies B I1d T B WQ, O ST BRI o H, W fawy Iemw
MY, S W AN §| W, § Fqd Ul $4IgH @1 [q9g SSrl g1 3 <o # 35 lakh
ballots control units 3iX Eﬂfﬂaﬁﬂ Zl W, 39 IR H RGN U Sod ©, ofeT §
JATST A SMRART &I 3T Ho b I=iA R a9 gd #R1Y 8, 9Rd &
IH GG DI AT AT 11’\& givrn # 8 Y& €1 You go to African countries, you go
to any other country, &%, 30 ¥l T H S0 € IR <@d © & WRA & dAlddia
URURT, A= UfhT 3R Alddid UREIRT Pl Y1 G appreciate 3R &1 & |
ST ST BR §, S9dl Wt ERECIGS] Eﬁappriciate BT AT, I§ IS 3T e |

IR, ¥ 3 BT W A o b1 A S| Who are the consultants of the entire
EVM Eco System? Professor TDT Sahani, Professor, IIT Delhi, Professor Rajat Moona,
Director, IIT Bhillai, Professor A.K. Agarwal, IIT Delhi, and Professor Dinesh Kumar
Sharma, IIT Mumbai. #- ST T &1 {17 A T gelaei-ad HRYex & & H R
% SH-AM F8Y ¥, they do not charge a single farthing for giving technological back
up to the entire EVM system for the sake of the Indian Democracy. 9%, S=I1 Sl &TH
far 2, 98 Wi g1 W, el T & SEE & 'S dicd § aI-adT wEl TR
g, Gl PIC H T HEl TN 21§ BICLBICT ddbldl §, SHAl B8l S § e
g & 9RT § g1 O, $9feTY Karnataka High Court, Kerala High Court, Madras High

Court, all the High Courts have repeatedly said that this is a completely safe and secure
technological system which is giving good results. ¥R, I oc¥e 3ieX €1 S I AN
gidite & oy gum Ic U J R $9F (7 9 0 fF dele YR Bl REER
DI, A1 GUH DI T 7 QM AdaA] Pl Roae (67| UD! I8 AH & b SBi
FEl & ddiie &I d1sy| oMy dAud & wU H 8% 94U 991 § |d dfll & g 8¢
UMG-UTY S | W), A8 AUD! WG & H 39 8rSW H 20 Wil %81 g, 39 H 99
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BI9W H Il AT §, H WY <=1 € 16 fhal sumer] 9 didite Ried T e faan
gl

WR, # U 91d el AR AR TS 91 ArS! Al R qHE Ul ggd S
2 f& in this whole EVM system, we need to understand two things. One is, malfunctioning
by the card. It is replaced. The other is hacking, and regarding this, I want to assure
the House,— I have detailed discussions with the Election Commission people—, till
date, not even a single specific complaint has been brought to their notice whereby it
could conclusively proved that the voting was for A and the recording was for B. There
is a proper provision in the Rule itself, whereby, if you have any problem, you go and
tell the presiding officer. The presiding officer will call the other polling agents there,

and thereafter, he will enable you to press the button again. ¥, Hid complainants 3¢
3R Al B [ERT AP fadr T R 98 R oW1l AR, FRT Wlell I§ Hedl 2

f5 ot a1 fauer oo 991 gs9 k@l R € O R € 9 oI 9gd 9 919 T
AR, H AT 9gd fI7HaT 7 39 |ed H I8 bl A b sHR ygT HA S 7 U
a1 der | I’ 2014 H Sid & 915 H8l A7 fb 3 WeR Rial & forg |afia
2| I|IF Sl Pel, 98 d9gd Hel $el, Fild 2019 B Vaefe o Wial & SR
gS Tl 3 W& 7 Rl IR 98 7, Fifh IVH B @7

TR, &9 V- &l # Y, T8l 89 9gd PHGIR & | H I &3 b1 AW T8l o,
AIfh 3R U &3] H HHel BIY B Y8 SISAT 3 961 &, dl I8 el 91 8| BN
M I UNIE g 7 9gd 99! 9 del | 9 uew 9 89 AN o §, 98l g
graT o1, #9 off ol A 9 ¥ € Y @I M| H matric T R b A8 g W
JoT o1l IR, 8 TS & b AT P iR FEl BIdT o1, STef ol gl derar o,
&l chasing &l Bl o - g oI U ¥EX &I 919 & & 7ia § 7% &l gar ol
AN fauer & @ @1 9rEd 22 1 EY g9 & T 9 600 @ W2 WY, I§ Al
BIFT ITf8T 3R 35T What is the basic asset of this EVM? 394 aifes Reiae g1 gl |
TR doic YR R T8 'l | iR o 781 gl I8 safae T8 gkt | ife
TH B B H B FEC I €, SAMIY MU ¥ 81 B Adhd | gAfTy # 31ud
A U& 3R data 91 A18AT & | I8 data §9 A& H A, I§ I 98d ST © |
R g1 H, S AR ARALY. g |ed F gann, {6 sen die ve ue |,
BT T S & H SR HUR BT U1 & WA R 2, dMb IHD! manipulate B
A | Manipulate &Id ballot paper @1 reject ¥ fHaT STaT oM | ¥R, S data ®, § a7
& AT G ag M | The winning margin was less than the number of votes rejected
when the ballot paper was there. In 1962, 45 Lok Sabha seats; 1967, 104 Lok Sabha seats;
1971, 52 Lok Sabha seats; 1977, 38 Lok Sabha seats; 1980, 38 Lok Sabha seats; in 1984-
85, 45 Lok Sabha seats; in 1989, 60 Lok Sabha seats; in 1991-92, 60 Lok Sabha seats;
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in 1996, 64 Lok Sabha seats; in 1998, 70 Lok Sabha seats; in 1999, 74 Lok Sabha seats;
so many Lok Sabha victories was of a margin lesser than the votes rejected. After EVMs
have been introduced, there is not even a single case because there is no rejection of
any voting in this technologically advanced era. Sir, this is the age of technology,

technology is power. This is the age of communication, communication is power. 3R

Wtechnology%WﬁWﬁWWﬁWﬁﬂﬂ?ﬂ?,ﬁ@mﬁﬂﬁ
w1 R 8, Feh AR A Ao, idid gid eled sie gl B8 3 dedl ) aer
€, U8 WHSHl ARy |

W, 39 IR ARd & AdGIRI 4 2019 & gA1G H Y HAA H A a1 2
d g8 9 991 faTgar 4 9 181 g 9 5l ) Jerfeweht 7€ ax @1 g el
gdum &1 foRlg fan, 9 |99 R 7Y, without exception, @8 I8 GfaoT WIRA & AT
SR ARA Bl o/ § urdl & BM W 9 H gAAT §, A 84N PRIGAl ded & (b
MY S, P& AN B9 ANl $ Rga e €, Al 3esT ol & | H1 yBT {6 ai 9,
dql B Pel fF IH IR dIc dedl B WX, AN Sl UHR &1 $B WX H4 349
BSE § W ST B Iredl 91 B, 9l | H S99 faqEdr 9 g o e 59
S B8R & BRUN B AMGR] F FHIET B | He1 T fF R gaeh & g9 6
TEH T W 9 Y| WY, 9gd AT 9R ¥ f6 SAMeR 9 &M BRY, S @
fasar Siife, e @ a1q HRY, STHar sl g | s 7aq ORT 8k wWReEH,
YD AR A MYl A 9D A HF 1 WX, FO AN Bl g9H 4l I T,
FB Al & AeLfeutlt dv @ 9 Bkt 7, @ I8 Ua e vy 2

W, H $9I0H & N H fRAR ¥ ga1 &, 3@ VVPAT W &1 821 & | 1 would

like to be corrected again, Sir, so that I can take that issue with the Election Commission;

their officers are here. When they say they have not received a single complaint that
the voter was voting for ‘A’ and the recording was in ‘B’. I have explained seven

instances.

Sir, now I come to the second issue, ‘one nation one election’. 39 TR vy W)
TGl B H AT IMURT 87 YD AIqH & 6 HRT 3fTole gAT AT, A1 1952 A g1
UH A BT AT| 918 H 1971 H ST S 7 Ugd gAM@ w11, SEd 9§ 98 [T
7| R &S S8 el # e |91 W Y MUl e 831, mid-term poll 31T |
H 59 AF-aR RO <A1 ARl &1 PO AN 1 AP 9 e, dqId! 9 bel | R
g Weals © A1 el (e [l g e @ gArd 8l dl Model Code of Conduct ¥
<9 # N €SI 82 3o Sl 8Y OFE ®, ol 8% OfE o 8 SR dferrg
BT goide B, SHd oIy W $© S B 731 a1 SR uSw & forg s feam T,
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arl do not do it, it may impact covertly or overtly the elections in Tamil Nadu and vice
versa. SN fosfl Y faur w1 @1 gA@ Bl €, A Vb YR W oW Bl g
governance S8 U€ Il &1 fBY second, sheer expenditure part of it. X, 3ol #
A ARG 48 W8d B 9 BT R qHAT S| 0T 9 8 USIeeRy, 9 8
JMMEYUH, AEUNH AR e AfME & UeIaRl, 9 Ugrs @I, Sa¥ 8, Sl @l
SHMERT W AT PRI & T T81 PRI © | AUD] A & b 59 <2 4§ I g aresd
g, R 99 100 A6 9§ FW T | W, MUA 98 AdGH S <@l 81, Hel o0mad
Ucee @ ysIfedl H 7, SiEl R u@ diex g1 g8 ff 3 wefiert ugle W a1 e
TEH] d8l dP UYgad o, dlih 98 dic & Fh | There is a need to celebrate the great
commitment and hard work of these officers. ¥%, &I I AT X FI I2i? o9 el
TeY # A BIAT 2, O S9H Rt 98 & teiiert & T8 o €1 9% forg 9w
I 3T observer ST &, [AS ¥o/d &, IPS USId &, $96H <l & IAfTHRT Ao T,
THUfeaR & AfIGRI A5 € 1 3AfeTT purely from practical, pragmatic point of view

gl T BT St B

AR, T I A U SIS IOTS | ITeI agd 37es] AT &A1 B PR 'H
“One Nation One Election” @I 9Td &<d &, dl there is need for one electoral roll. Ig
g S8l 9gd Wel del gl H 9 oue I A g AN B B (B s &=
# 9gd f9aR #=1 &I SH)d © | 39D fIT Ta prescribed format BT ATRY | 319 &HLM
d SRl | A $RA ©, Al Bs AN Sl S@ 81 ¢ AT b1 8, IB T R
B TG T

W, A U 91 AR | AT quws St Sl Bel, § Sdl 91d A 9gd HeHd

g | Sir, election, after all, is the festival of democracy. Election, after all, is the celebration

of democracy and therefore, while insisting upon the purity of the model code of
conduct, we should ensure that the character of the festival should not be lost. § $¥IaT
T IETERVT AU IAGHT | M| AR, UEl T Y3 NI AS YT BT GHRT TG
G| 39 G H SIRIES & YART o1, 91§ | AR araRg it i1 98i & guRd
g &1 g8f 2007 ¥ AR WRHR s M| BogHl A AIdIel ST IRAT ST ®, gHA
Fel & g8l U@ g1 9 i |11 9% 99 T, offe S ®El, “Sorry, it is
a forest. You have to take clearance from the State Forest Department.” 894 I8 of forar
3R Pl fh 3@ @ e f% I="M ®&T, “Sorry, the path is also a National Forest.
You have to take the clearance from the Government of India.” 31 T &7 d&f PIfTeT
@1, 10 f&T 81 7Y, 99 g9 HET {6 U1 )1, 39 R B g R QI SR Y9 QT

W, AT Had Ig FeAl ¢ b 7R <HMI, s <M, o e, s9 d9]
M AT HRY, <if A7 I8 fdaR At S € b this festive character of democracy

should not be lost. I very strongly feel that the time has come for ‘One Nation One Poll’.
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We must discuss it with an open mind. On behalf of the Government, I wish to convey
with all earnestness that we don’t have a closed mind. Maybe we can come to a proper
conclusion. Find a way out. As Bhupenderji said, everything will not be in one go. WX,
39 377U Ig IRIY o ol faem a91 & A9 TS gU| U= Si 'l gl 92 3fsen
d gIE gUI $B WEN 918 99 SIRGe # 'h, fR sRamwn # g entel A ot
g ANl T Re9, 3Nl | [d8R H 8FI, SUY Use fdeell ¥ g1d B |
Therefore, election cycle is a cycle which has no stoppage. It keeps on going alarmingly.

Do we not need to think, reflect fF STHI HH AF FeU?

AR, election funding BT a1 I8 3T & $Hh aR H § Fal HAT A& & | I8
q gEd HH Tl B T WX, B9 RIGWR, 2016 H registration of electoral rolls
el 1960 H °S fHAT 3R /b norms BT simplify HAT| R BF 21 IFRER, 2016
BT conduct of election rules BT ToT fHaAT| STH electronic transmission of postal ballot
B BH AN WRHAT AT 7 37U, 2017 BT &9 A 1961 H oo AT, Form 2A
# oS fBarl it is mandatory for the candidate to disclose the income of self and his
spouse. 3% 1§ BA Income Tax Hed H ol fhar| SHH 1 fhar g+ I8 fea
& 3ma faFT account payee cheque & e &l &R Fdhd | §7 AIH ATH I Udh UHR
A B W & Corporate sector Bl AR regulate BT DI BIFT HI | If you have to

give money to a political party so that you can claim exemption from the Income Tax

Act because the party’s donation is exempted, you must have to pay only and only by
account payee cheque or draft as the case maybe. 10 3fdeR, 2018 P B AN T FHET
f 319 W9 candidates 377 R dependents & AT 7T T fcoT gam fop Id!
SIHH RN 52 d18 H 26 SIaR], 2019 B latest Form 26 1 =St b, R &9
o 9 el f& IT return of the candidate ¥, 37T 37U=-370+ spouse ® IR H IO
nomination form # &l <Y, ST MUY MU IT return § AST €, so that there is no

mismatch. In the last three years we have taken so many steps. It is not problem of

Section 29C. Sir, Section 29C was made a part of the law in 2017. It got support from
this side and also from the other side. I was checking whether that side had put any
objection. There was no objection. Therefore, when you take up an issue and take one
stand at the time of debate and other stand on other occasion, it is not correct. I really
appreciate if others have done it. Sorry. They had enough majority in 2017 to block
Section 29C in this House. They could have sent it to the Standing Committee or Select
Committee or could have done more scrutiny. But, nothing was done. So, when the issue

comes, you pass it most willingly and voluntarily and when there is a debate, you start
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raising issue. Sir, this is something which is not to be appreciated. %, ¥ fdcpa 9
I P WeRA g 6 I8 @1 g9 R R @1 guE T8 8 ARy, dfed g9 g9
S F GG AR AGIAs B GRUFET B TP a1 BT T BRAT Ay | ISl |
& A ggd AR I dle B Bk w) I8l g1 59 gew | # aan g R
UY ¥ ARALYL 7 St ofd €, SR UQY, W UQY, IoRYIM, BNTe, A B
Uel WX U §. ORI UHIY U¥ 81 Webd ©, § fbdl &1 7 el i | 3R 37y
98 9 AURI &, SS9 HHI $ Afld ©, Al AT J= A3l 81 99 Aol | AT
T®H U Big Id1 7= #A1 T2 o €, fJumass an ¢adt 99 T B | 98 WRd & dAlhad
@ 9gd IS A &1 W), Gl e © (P S@ H usdl o, d URI & U 9gd a9
Tl geRgafere, I don’t wish to name him. He was a respected top industrialist. He

contested Lok Sabha election thrice from Rajasthan. He contested once as an independent
and twice from a party and lost on all three occasions. Whereas, constituency from
which he was contesting, he also had many factories. Al 9, T & AlHdH B 39
AT BT BH WIPRAT AMBY 6 3R AT I8 T &, 984 g1 8, ATYHT SIia
U & SRR | UIfad €, Ol ST U §X SR § 1 I8 SMal s Ael St &
U H STy Sl 7, Sl AIeHl, SHMERT iR 9% & Iy M B B & Bl
g ®7 | 98 sHiferg omft B ey oft BRY| fas smus! #91 fHar 22 But, Sir, I do

take the point that we need to take further steps for freeing elections from the scourge

of money power.

W, Hg g Sl 4 Bl g 91 Rl €, O 39 dive B WIRid @1 82 You
can take only from State Bank. It is for a fixed period. And, any party can take it at the
national level, not at the State level. There are a lot of ‘dos’ and ‘dont’s.” When they
take, the entire account is before the banking system. Al Ul 19 =& & f& My
unknown source & G981 UHT T S| 3@ F© ANl Bl UNAT & gHal fhaar W T@H
ar # gfcrpR bRl g1 WX, 39 WX Y3 Ub Pbel bedl 51 1984 H @ BH I 2
g T, G 89 AN BIC A Gl I, Uret @ gad | uedr # x| off, O va fiT
TS ARH T | BH AN ged Wibe H g g J| BARI Ul & Qe war A1 A
| H STH1 A T Al | HEl 10 uY fArel, HEl 20 ¥ fel, A HEl 50 U
firet | BIP in 1977 was part of the Government. T STTg 9849 gl Y| Ue PR
= el fd JAl, Ul el Bl AAgd BRAL A AT W SN SR gH 2 WOl Al 2
& ARG 20 BUY Sl & | WX, € e W AN H 987 9 P gl 91 § faue
S B & 9Tg, 7 A Ul urdl B Ao BRY| T HI 1 40 AT TP AR
PO bP Al MU B Bl HAT T 3G 3R AT U & AN S & b dioml iR
TTEIT B SFAMTE H I AW 9¢ V@1 ¥, A BH g9d UIY Aol 9 @Sl g A1y,
dl JAMUHT U R Bl IS T, WY, T Y3 WS H A6l oMl gl «ifbd B, [ do

understand that there is a need to further plug the gaps as far as funding is concerned.
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I am open to suggestions. I would appreciate if the Election Commission is also open
to suggestions. ¥R, H U 31¥H AR F© I el Al UT &1 §, dAlD A sub
Jjudice €1 T have got the entire order where they have been asked to give details of
money received through the electoral bonds. So, when the Supreme Court is examining

the matter in detail, it will be completely inappropriate on my part.

Sir, I would mention 2-3 points in conclusion. AR 3 S1. IS 7 proportionate
representation @I 91 @ | Sir, I seek your indulgence. Mr. Raja is a very good fried of
mine. When I was going through the results, I was amazed to find that the four seats
which Left have won are all from the State of Tamil Nadu. I realized then that there were
leaders from the Left Movement, from Marx to Lenin to Stalin, I don’t know whether
those names have done some wonders in that State. But, anyway, good luck to you.
We wish you well. Don’t talk of proportionate representation, let me tell you as a well-
wisher. At one point of time, my friend Raja’s party was the principal Opposition party
in Bihar. When I was in jail during J.P. Movement, we used to debate with the people
of AISF. Where has that fire gone? Reclaim that fire; reclaim that support, and come to
the legislature in a more substantive way. That’s the best way out. ...(Interruptions)...
Thank you. I am happy that I am, at least, able to ignite fire in you. Sir, proportionate
representation is an issue that has failed in the world. Maybe, it is there in smaller
countries. India is a vibrant democracy. Let’s accept it. Work hard to win the support

of the people.

Sir, I think, I have covered most of the points. But still some of the points are left
out, I think, it is not the last debate. This debate always happens one or two times every
year. I am most willing to. But, yes, let us celebrate the commitment of the people of
India who love Indian democracy and give meaning to and maturity to it. Thank you,

Sir. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Message from Lok Sabha. Secretary-General.
...(Interruptions)... Message from Lok Sabha. ...(interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, [ want a clarification. ... (Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That’s not a practice. ...(Interruptions)... You know that.

...(Interruptions)....

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: The hon. Minister just asked ... (Interruptions)... I want a

clarification. ...(Interruptions)...
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MR. CHAIRMAN: He did not ask you. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, at the initiation of the debate ...(Interruptions).... He
started the debate on EVM vs. paper ballot. ...(Interruptions)....

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is this that you are saying? ...(Interruptions)....

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN: Sir, I am just telling him the three points that he did not
start. ...(Interruptions)... Sir, he did not touch on three very important issues.

...(interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No; no. Message from Lok Sabha. Secretary-General.

...(Interruptions) ... Nothing will go on record except the Secretary-General.

SHRI DEREK O’BRIEN:*

MESSAGE FROM LOK SABHA — Contd.
The Dentists (Amendment) Bill, 2019

SECRETARY-GENERAL.: Sir, I have to report to the House the following message
received from the Lok Sabha, signed by the Secretary-General of the Lok Sabha:

“In accordance with the provisions of rule 96 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business Lok Sabha, I am directed to enclose the Dentists (Amendment)

Bill, 2019, as passed by Lok Sabha at its sitting held on the 3rd July, 2019.”

Sir, I lay a copy of the Bill on the Table.

SPEICAL MENTIONS — Contd.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, the permitted Special Mentions. ... (Interruptions)... Dr. T.
Subbarami Reddy — Hon. Member not present. ...(Interruptions)... Shri Sanjay Raut —

Hon. Member not present. ...(Interruptions)...
sft P AT (T ) I8 9 8 & T AT R B T 27 . (HTHH)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: No; no, please. We have had enough discussion.

...(Interruptions) ... Please, please. ...(Interruptions)... Mr. Derek, this is not the way.

*Not recorded.



