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There has been a long pending demand from socio-cultural organisations in the State
to secure an independent and full-fledged status for the Centre”s only Agricultural
University in the State. | urge upon the Centre to redeem its commitment and accord an
independent and full-fledged autonomous status to CAU at Kyrdemkulai, Meghalaya,
early.

Demand to protect forest rights given to the forest dwellers under
Forest Rights Act, 2006

SHRIJAIRAM RAMESH (Karnataka): Sir, the Parliament passed the historic Forest
Rights Act thirteen years ago. Since then over 16 lakh individual rights have been settled.
But a very large number of claims have also been rejected and lakhs of tribal and other
traditional forest-dwelling families are now under the threat of eviction. It is incumbent
upon the Central and State Governments to ensure that the due process of examination and
verification of claims as stipulated in the legislation is followed strictly and transparently.
There are widespread reports that such a process has not been followed and rejection has
been done summarily. This only compounds historical injustices.

In addition, while the Forest Rights Act, 2006, has achieved much by way of
recognizing individual forest rights, it has failed miserably in recognizing and settling
community forest rights which is an essential pillar of the law. It is incumbent upon the
Central and State Governments to now bring a sharp focus on the issue of community
forest rights. This will also help financially empower the Gram Sabha.

Itis also a matter of grave concern that there have been reports of amendments being
proposed to the Indian Forest Act, 1927 that will completely destroy the pith and substance
of the Forest Rights Act, 2006. | would urge that there be widespread and meaningful
consultations on these changes not just with State Governments but also with various civil
society organizations and activist networks. These amendments not only undercut the
Forest Rights Act but are also possibly in conflict with PESA, that was passed by
Parliament in 1996, and indeed the Fifth Schedule of the Constitution itself.

Demand to take necessary action for funding the Eastern Rajasthan Canal Project
by declaring it a National project
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Demand to take steps for the conservation, preservation and safety
of Konark Sun Temple in Odisha

SHRIPRASANNA ACHARYA (Odisha): Sir, the Sun Temple at Konark in Odisha is a
world heritage monument which was built in 13th century A.D. by King Narasingh Deva 1
of the Ganga dynasty. It was dedicated to the Sun God Surya and is famous in the world for
its sculptural and ornamental work. Presently, what remains of the temple complex has the
appearance of a 100 feet chariot with immense wheels and horses, all carved from stone.
The main temple has collapsed, but, the “Jagamohan”” is intact. The structures and
elements that have survived are famed for their intricate work, iconography and themes. It
is a classic illustration of the Odisha style of architecture. It has been declared as World
Heritage Monument by UNESCO in 1984.

The ASI is the custodian of the monument since 1939. In the meantime, there has
been lot of uproar on issue of ASI replacing old ornate stone with plain stone and also the
preservation of the stone carvings is far from satisfactory. It is alleged that forty per cent of
the carved stone have been replaced with plain stone.

I would like to know from the Union Government the follow up action taken by ASI on
the recommendations of international seminars held in the year 1997 and 2010, for
conservation, preservation and safety of the world heritage Sun Temple at Konark.

I urge upon the hon. Minister of Culture to take concerted efforts through the ASI to
prevent further destruction of the temple and save this World Heritage Monument. Thank
you.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Thank you Acharyaji. Now, the House stands adjourned
till 11:00 hours on Monday, the 24th June, 2019.

The House then adjourned at eight minutes past five of
the clock till eleven of the clock on Monday,
the 24th June, 20109.



