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(iv) Memorandum of Understanding between the Government of India
(Department of Telecommunications, Ministry of Communications) and
the Mahanagar Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL), for the year
2019-20. [Placed in Library. See No. L.T. 552/17/19]

MR. CHAIRMAN: Now, Shrimati Shanta Chhetri.

MATTERS RAISED WITH PERMISSION OF CHAIR — Contd.
Demand for reconsidering shifting of Lebong Military Hospital

SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI (West Bengal): Thank you hon. Chairman, Sir, for
allowing me to speak. | seek to draw the kind attention of this august House that as
per reports, the Defence Ministry is planning to shift Lebong Military Hospital of
Darjeeling to other States, that is, Assam, Arunachal Pradesh. This unfortunate shifting
will hit hard on the retired Gorkha personnel. Furthermore, there is no ECHS; therefore,
if this sole Hospital, which serves as a lifeline to the retired Gorkha personnel is shifted,
then, retired Gorkha personnel will have to travel long distance to avail ECHS facilities.
It would cause immense hardships to those valiant soldiers who have served our
nation. What is more shocking is that the reason given by the Defence Ministry for
shifting has been attributed to low bed occupancy. Sir, the reality is otherwise, the
reason being that no specialist doctor has been posted there for a long time. The
Defence Ministry should also study the fact that 158-bedded hospital cannot handle
additional load at Lebong Hospital. It seems they themselves have a huge load of
patients including huge number of outpatients. Therefore, Sir, | would like to humbly
request the hon. Defence Minister to reconsider the shifting of Lebong Military Hospital,
Darjeeling and immediately post specialist doctor for its best utilisation. By doing so,
we will do our bit for the retired Gorkha personnel living in the Darjeeling District for
their selfless service to the nation. Thank you, Sir.

SHRI RITABRATA BANERJEE (West Bengal): Sir, | associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI ABIR RANJAN BISWAS (West Bengal): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SHRI SUBHASISH CHAKRABORTY (West Bengal): Sir, | too associate myself
with the matter raised by the hon. Member.
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MS. DOLA SEN (West Bengal): Sir, | too associate myself with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

SHRI SWAPAN DASGUPTA (Nominated): Sir, | too associate myself with the
matter raised by the hon. Member.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Sir, we too associate ourselves with the matter raised
by the hon. Member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is good. Please, all these names to be associated. Now, Dr.
Satyanarayan Jatiya.
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