Matters raised [27 June, 2019] with Permission 21

Growing indifference towards Sanskrit language
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SHRI G.V.L. NARASIMHA RAO (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, | associate myself with the
Concern expressed by the hon. Member.

SHRIMATI KANTA KARDAM (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, | associate myself with the
concern expressed by the hon. Member.

SHRI HARNATH SINGH YADAV (Uttar Pradesh): Sir, | associate myself with the
issue raised by the hon. Member.

SOME HON. MEMBERS: Sir, we all associate ourselves with the concern expressed
by the hon. Member.

Organising Poush Mela at Vishwa Bharati, Shantiniketan

SHRI SWAPAN DASGUPTA (Nominated): Sir, I would like to bring to your notice a
certain stalemate which has developed in West Bengal in relation to Vishwa Bharati
University which is now a Central University, founded by Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore.
Sir, for a long time since 1894, in fact, one of the main functions associated with Vishwa
Bharati has been organising something called the Poush Mela. It is a fair which is undertaken
during winter. It draws participation of a large number of people in and around the place
and has become an important facet of Bengal's cultural identity. Now, Sir, over the past few
years, the scope and scale of this fair has grown exponentially to the extent where lakhs
and lakhs of people now come and it has become more or less impossible for the university
authorities to be able to handle it. After all, university is not an event management centre.
As a result, there have been serious strictures against the university, against this whole
thing by the National Green Tribunal and the Vice-Chancellor in a passing reference to this
said, 'If this continues, | will be spending the next year going only to the Green Tribunal
rather than on the affairs of the University." Sir, this is an important cultural institution of
Bengal. Itis a Central University. The fair is held in the premises of Vishwa Bharati. Vishwa
Bharati Court has said, 'Please divest us. We are no longer in a position to actually undertake



