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12.00 NOON

(MR. CHAIRMAN in the Chair)

ORAL  ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

Increased spending from GDP on health services

*106. DR. L. HANUMANTHAIAH: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY

WELFARE be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact Government has decided to spend 15% of the Gross Domestic

Product (GDP) on health services in the country during the coming three years;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether there is also any proposal of increasing budget expenditure on health

during each coming year to achieve the said target; and

(d) if so, the details of such a proposal?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. HARSH VARDHAN):

(a) to (d) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(a) to (d) There is no such proposal to spend 15% of GDP on health services in the

country during the coming three years. However, the National Health Policy, 2017 envisages

increasing public health expenditure to 2.5% of GDP by 2025. The Policy also recommends

that State Governments should spend more than 8% of their budgets on health by 2020.

In the budget for 2018-19, Government announced 4% Health and Education Cess in

place of the 3% Education Cess on personal Income Tax and Corporation Tax, to cater to

the education and health needs of poor and rural families.

In addition, the Higher Education Funding Agency (HEFA) has started supporting

the infrastructure works of medical institutions.

DR. L. HANUMANTHAIAH: Sir, it is said in the answer that by 2025 they are going

to increase the expenditure to 2.5 per cent of the GDP. If you see the figures for the last

three years, the allocations for the year 2015-16 is 1.1 per cent, for the year 2016-17 is

1.5 per cent and for 2017-18 is 1.4 per cent. My question is: When the allocations

are reducing instead of increasing, how would you make it to 2.5 per cent of the GDP by

2020 or 2025?

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, I wish to inform the hon. Member, through you, that I

studied the expenditure during the last ten years. I am happy to inform you that by every
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passing year, it is continuously improving. As I have said in the reply also that in the

National Health Policy, published two years back, we have an intention of spending 2.5

per cent of the total GDP by 2025. As far as the States are concerned, we want them to

spend 8 per cent of their GDP by 2020.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Okay, the second supplementary question, please. The question

has to be crisp and the reply also has to be crisper.

DR. L. HANUMANTHAIAH: Sir, in addition, in the answer, the Government says that

the Higher Education Funding Agency has started supporting the infrastructure works of

medical institutions. What is the amount earmarked for that? Will the Higher Education

Funding Agency help only the Government medical colleges or all the medical colleges in

the country?

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, in fact, to improve our spending, the Higher Education

Funding Agency was earlier helping other institutions of the HRD Ministry, etc. But,

since we have a very ambitious project, a number of AIIMS are coming up and a number

of district hospitals are being converted into medical colleges. So, we have added this

dimension also. A lot of fund is being generated through the Higher Education

Funding Agency for the construction of various AIIMS and other hospitals in medical

institutions.

SHRI T.K.S. ELANGOVAN: Sir, through you, I wish to ask the Minister as to when the

AIIMS in Tamil Nadu will start functioning. Is there any idea of constructing another

AIIMS in Tamil Nadu as Tamil Nadu is the shelter for health services?

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, there is no doubt that Tamil Nadu has got good health

services. But, as far as AIIMS is concerned, I am not aware if there is a proposal of having

another in Tamil Nadu.

As far as the latest progress of construction activities and this being dedicated for

the patients, etc., is concerned, I can inform you a little later.

ÁÖß ̧ üÖÛêú¿Ö ×ÃÖ®ÆüÖ: ÃÖ³ÖÖ¯Ö×ŸÖ ́ ÖÆüÖê¤üμÖ, ́ Öï †Ö¯ÖÛêú ́ ÖÖ¬μÖ´Ö ÃÖê ́ ÖÖ®Ö®ÖßμÖ ́ ÖÓ¡Öß •Öß ÃÖê ‡ÃÖ ÃÖÓ²ÖÓ¬Ö ́ Öë ‹Ûú ÃÖ¾ÖÖ»Ö

¯Öæ”û®ÖÖ “ÖÖÆüŸÖÖ ÆæÓü… ®Ö ȩ̂ü®¦ü ´ÖÖê¤üß •Öß Ûúß ÃÖ¸üÛúÖ¸ü ®Öê Æêü»£Ö ÛúÖê ¯ÖÏÖ£Ö×´ÖÛúŸÖÖ ¤üß Æîü †Öî̧ ü ‡ÃÖ ¯Ö¸ü •Öß›üß¯Öß ÛúÖ

‹Ûú †“”ûÖ ‹´ÖÖ Ó̂™ü ÜÖ“ÖÔ ³Öß ×ÛúμÖÖ •ÖÖ ¸üÆüÖ Æîü, ŸÖÖê ŒμÖÖ ÝÖÏÖ´ÖßÞÖ õÖê¡ÖÖë Ûêú »ÖÖêÝÖÖë ÛúÖ Æêü»£Ö ¯ÖÏÖê±úÖ‡»Ö ŸÖîμÖÖ¸ü

×ÛúμÖÖ •ÖÖ‹ÝÖÖ? •Ö²Ö ŸÖÛú ÝÖÏÖ´ÖßÞÖ õÖê¡Ö Ûêú ‹Ûú-‹Ûú ...(¾μÖ¾Ö¬ÖÖ®Ö)...

ÁÖß ÃÖ³ÖÖ¯Ö×ŸÖ: Œ¾Öê¿“Ö®Ö ̄ Öæ×”û‹…

ÁÖß ̧ üÖÛêú¿Ö ×ÃÖ®ÆüÖ: ÃÖ¸ü, ́ Öȩ̂ üÖ ̄ ÖÏ¿®Ö μÖÆüß Æîü ×Ûú ŒμÖÖ ÃÖ¸üÛúÖ¸ü ÝÖÏÖ´ÖßÞÖ õÖê¡Ö Ûêú »ÖÖêÝÖÖë ÛúÖ Æêü»£Ö ̄ ÖÏÖê±úÖ‡»Ö

ŸÖîμÖÖ¸ü Ûú¸ü®Öê Ûêú ×»Ö‹ ×¾Ö“ÖÖ¸ü Ûú¸ü ¸üÆüß Æîü?
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›üÖ. ÆüÂÖÔ¾Ö¬ÖÔ®Ö: ´ÖÆüÖê¤üμÖ, ´Öï †Ö¯ÖÛêú ´ÖÖ¬μÖ´Ö ÃÖê ´ÖÖ®Ö®ÖßμÖ ÃÖ¤üÃμÖ ÛúÖê ÃÖæ×“ÖŸÖ Ûú¸ü®ÖÖ “ÖÖÆüŸÖÖ ÆæÓü ×Ûú †³Öß

National Health Mission Ûêú ´ÖÖ¬μÖ´Ö ÃÖê ÛúÖ´Ö ×ÛúμÖÖ •ÖÖ ¸üÆüÖ Æîü †Öî̧ ü National Rural Health

Mission ˆÃÖÛúÖ ‹Ûú ²ÖÆãüŸÖ important part Æîü… Ã¾ÖÖÃ£μÖ Ûêú •ÖÖê ×¾Ö×³Ö®®Ö ¯ÖÆü»Öæ Æïü, ²ÖÆãüŸÖ ÃÖÖ ȩ̂ü ÛúÖμÖÔÛÎú´ÖÖë

Ûêú ́ ÖÖ¬μÖ´Ö ÃÖê ̂ ®ÖÛêú ÃÖÓ¤ü³ÖÔ ́ Öë ¤êü¿Ö Ûêú †Ó¤ü¸ü ¾μÖÖ¯ÖÛú Ø“ÖŸÖÖ ÆüÖê ̧ üÆüß Æîü… †³Öß ×¯Ö”û»Öê Æüß ¾ÖÂÖÔ †μÖãÂ´ÖÖ®Ö μÖÖê•Ö®ÖÖ

¯ÖÏÖ¸´³Ö Ûúß ÝÖ‡Ô Æîü… ̂ ÃÖÛêú ¤üÖê components Æïü, ×•Ö®Ö´Öë ÃÖê ‹Ûú important component Æîü, Health and

Wellness Centers ÛúÖ creation. ‡ÃÖÛêú †ÓŸÖÝÖÔŸÖ ÃÖÖ ȩ̂ü ¤êü¿Ö ́ Öë »ÖÝÖ³ÖÝÖ 1.5 »ÖÖÜÖ Health and Wellness

Centers ²Ö®ÖÖ‹ •ÖÖ®Öê Æïü… μÖê Health and Wellness Centers ÃÖÖ ȩ̂ü ¤êü¿Ö³Ö¸ü ´Öë ÆüÖëÝÖê †Öî̧ ü obviously

ÝÖÖÓ¾ÖÖë ́ Öë ³Öß ÆüÖëÝÖê… Preventive, primitive and positive health Ûêú ×•ÖŸÖ®Öê ³Öß aspects Æïü, communicable

diseases Ûêú ÃÖÖ£Ö-ÃÖÖ£Ö non-communicable diseases †Öî̧ ü health ÃÖê •Öã›ÌüÖ Æãü†Ö •ÖÖê ³Öß ×¾ÖÂÖμÖ Æîü,

ˆÃÖÛêú †Ó¤ü¸ü social movement create Ûú¸üÛêú, health education provide Ûú¸üÛêú Æü´Ö ÝÖÏÖ´ÖßÞÖÖë Ûêú

×»Ö‹ Ã¾ÖÖÃ£μÖ Ûúß ÃÖã×¾Ö¬ÖÖ†Öë ÛúÖê strengthen Ûú¸ü ÃÖÛúŸÖê Æïü… †²Ö ŸÖÛú »ÖÝÖ³ÖÝÖ 18,000 ÃÖê 19,000 Health

and Wellness Centers ²Ö®ÖÖ‹ •ÖÖ “ÖãÛêú Æïü †Öî̧ ü 2022 ŸÖÛú ÃÖÖ ȩ̂ü ¤êü¿Ö ´Öë Æü´Ö 1.5 »ÖÖÜÖ Health and

Wellness Centers ²Ö®ÖÖ®Öê ¾ÖÖ»Öê Æïü…

DR. SANTANU SEN: Sir, yesterday was National Doctor’s Day. I would like to wish

belated Happy Doctor’s Day to our respected Union Minister of Health, who is also a

doctor. Sir, it is very unfortunate to remind you all that though India is the sixth largest

economy in the world, yet we have seen that the budgetary allocation for health in our

country was hardly 1.5 per cent or even less, and at the same time, we have also noticed

that our hon. Minister hardly found 1.5 minutes to speak on budgetary allocation while

giving his speech. Sir, my question is, in our State of West Bengal, we have seen that when

our Chief Minister- cum- Health Minister...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please put your question.

DR. SANTANU SEN: Sir, I am coming to the question.

MR. CHAIRMAN: To come to Parliament from Assembly, it will take time!

DR. SANTANU SEN: In the State of West Bengal, we have seen that in our present

Government, Madam Mamata Banerjee has brought the Budgetary allocation of ` 962

crores to nearly...

MR. CHAIRMAN: That means you have no question. Then I will go to Question

No. 107.

DR. SANTANU SEN: She has increased up to ` 1400 crores Budgary allocation in

only seven years. Can she be the role model for the rest of the country, Sir?

MR. CHAIRMAN: Question No. 107. If anybody is going out of the way, then we will

go to the other Member.
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