Oral Answers [2 July, 2019] to Questions 35

1. Y e 91 €1 Wildlife & ¥t fSurcHcd & | We have provided adequate preventive
and protective measures to all. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Mr. Minister. Now, K.J. Alphons. You are connected
with Kerala.

SHRI K.J. ALPHONS: Sir, the State of Kerala has one of the most vibrant health
systems. But, how come, every few months, there is an outbreak of some calamity or the
other in the health sector? Has the Central Government made any study on this? If yes,
what is the long-term solution to this?

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, | think, the best way to handle all this is by having the
best possible surveillance system for various diseases. Of course, there is already a robust
surveillance system in the whole country. | think, there is a well-established system in
Kerala too. But, there is always scope to further better the facilities that we are already
providing to our people. You cannot eradicate the diseases that are endemic to a particular
place. But you can certainly handle them in a far better fashion by an early diagnosis.

Y. TSI GHR ST AT HE IS, A 631 S | 37 U U9 € SR U9 & A1 I8
f9e= & & Encephalitis, S9! 89 ®8d 9 {6 TREGR-FTFHRYR DINSR H SHD! 984
proneness BT &, a8 3199 I T spread g3i &1 2014 H ¥} MU $B intervention &
W1 DI B AT | F ST ST =TGN feb e STAem b1 f&=mm # AT preventive medical
care & foTT $© proactive steps ol ST g €, AT 31Tl a9 $H@! YRIGT 7 BI?

3T g 9 #8Igy, Encephalitis @1 gftc & <l aspects €1 I8 Ud & & Japanese
Encephalitis IR\ & HROT BT 8 | I9F foIT AR A6 &l iR 981 &I § gamT
TTEI 16 2014 & a1& BT Japanese Encephalitis T ST vaccination €, a8 WIRd ¥, W &%
Sit endemic districts €, 379 I9®! Universal Immunization Programme & #1399
STITE ferT ST & | gRRT S g1 & <1 erdr-Slera €, a8 Acute Encephalitis Syndrome
&, o 99T Encephalitis ST 81T 8, ifehs 9 S BROT €, IS IR 4 [ gt
g1 9 <ifdaad Wt 81 9ad g, Jedifod W 8l 9ad &, arRd H 81 9ad ©, daciRad
B F&d &, BTt 81 Idd 21 S9d ded #, ARd # uai Red 81 @ 2 | o o
ST TR €. afen onfY &9 SRl 7 oive fovan © fo goromvyR oiRft <t oie €, et
TR g8 fSSiiar 9gd SA1&T endemic 8 AT Ml 8, 981 WX Sil state-of-the-art inter-
disciplinary research centers €, $9&! consistently throughout the year &M &= 92T,
rather than through big institutions all over the country.

FIdedE Ul H WIRE® & HT UTI=IT ST
*108. 1. fhIST aATeT HoT: 7 TR SR URAR Heror #371 A7 qam &I HuT PRl [

(@) T IRGR BT 39 91 DI THBRT § fh 9 WX | STINT fhy o1 32 9Iad 99
U A WIS & aRI% BT ol I & Sl A19d IRR & (oY b1 Arfad g9 &

@) A g, TR IRBR gRT AN Dl Y& UASTd YA A & [Ty Had IS
Y & IS B, A aigdl IRT R 2 3R
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@M af 721, a1 S R’ HRT §?

R 3R IRAR FHeamor w34t (ST, 7Y qEF): (@) | () fAaR AeT F ued W 3@
e T g1

fagvor

(@) A (1) s g H WIRE® UGyl & dR H ATARE! HIfSAT & e A UH
Rure ura gg, o Sheifan # wee gfafid sife =pfe & yfasm ok gafaror fagm
faurT # Ubos UaeTel & A= giel IR Us W fhar iR ged wiiked ol dioet o
GeRicll

SWRIa RUC & Heie H, 39 Al Bl AT R AR AD UIHRT (THTATATRIS)
& Efefihd tMat off dfex (Feias aTe |afed) Us Sfafore (erediefeld 8l IR-srem efad)
& e W AT IR ARARY THRTT HRI 3R SR8 SISIC 3T Sl aRAbIel[SThel
R, Agd ATee, 7 US dihe REd Rl S Wl Bl fewfori 7t 1 aiik
T I9fE U F wHeT < T o | asnfe e 7 favgd St & 99 @ 6 g
NS Bl didell IR WTel GRETT MR AMd (UhBoNT SiR oldfertT) fafa¥, 2011 & acH
fafrmi 7 @rer ugrl & Hud 3§ WiRed &1 GRIET TRy AU WHT 60 TN/ BT & W
H f[fde &, safag s url # fodl ff e wiiRed o1 AR e 81 | ATSHT
IR ® BT BT T TS THIT 0.01 THST/IBIT BT JRIA HHT & iR k8|

QTer UaTel H WY AIGIRM B Sfid R & [Ty @rer YR iR A (UbforT) fafrm,
2018 & SU-AFRHT 4 & &S (4) & SU-Ts (@) # F=ferRad uraa €;

ot +ft g 1 AT & 9T MSUN 9845 & IER Sfid fhy SIM W, wiiRed

H Bt Al UBTT Al B 60 THSH/IBAL AT 10 THS/SUH2 B FeiRa a9y
AU AT BT YTl (UTT) HRET 8117

Plastic particles in bottled water

1*108. DR. KIRODI LAL MEENA: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government is aware of the fact that fine plastic particles get dissolved
with the water contained in bottles being consumed across the country, prove to be fatal
for human body;

(b) if so, whether steps have been taken by Government to provide clean drinking
water to the people, if so, the details thereof; and

(c) if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF HEALTHAND FAMILY WELFARE (DR. HARSH VARDHAN):
(a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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Statement

(a) to (c) A report on plastic pollution in bottled water was received through Orb
media which conducted a research at State University of New York at Fredonia, Department
of Geology and Environmental Sciences on various brands of packaged drinking water
and reported the presence of micro plastics.

In regard to above report, the matter was placed before the Scientific Panel on Water
(including Flavoured Water) and Beverages (Alcoholic and Non-Alcoholic) of Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) and comments from Institutes like Indian Institute
of Packaging and Indian Institute of Toxicological Research, Central Salt, Marine and
Chemical Research Institute were sought and placed before the Scientific Panel. The
Scientific Panel, after detailed examination opined that since the present regulations of
Food Safety and Standards (Packaging and Labelling) Regulations, 2011 on plastic bottles
specifies the safe overall migration limit of plastics in contact with food materials as 60 mg/
kg, this would cover the migration of any micro plastics in water. Overall weight of micro
plastic particles would be of the order of 0.01 mg/kg and well within the safe limit.

Sub-clause (b) of clause (4) of Sub-Regulation 4 of Food Safety and Standards
(Packaging) Regulations, 2018, have following provisions to check overall migration into
the food;

“ All packaging materials of plastic origin shall pass the prescribed overall migration
limit of 60 mg/kg when tested as per Indian Standard, IS 9845 with no visible colour
migration”.

ST. fohRISt arer Hiom: w1 i i, =gard @l ¥ee gHaraet § 9 <2 & dideds
UTEIT T O IR U IeS! B g T, fT8H 90 WRRIT Tl & A1 H Wi qra 1T |
T <9 H AR A e € | H S e g fb @ micro plastic & RO SAR W@k
W U 3R TS R8T € SR A 8, Al WRPR $3 b+ & [T @7 BaH IOl el 57

ST. Y qEf: #EISd. H AUd HIEFH ¥ HIHIY A& Bl Grod A1 drsdl g (& o
=ATH Fe EaeT § g8 WSl & aR H TR UK SIMeRT ATg Al 89X FSSAI B
scientific panel, ST dfex 2T water beverages @1 deal BT &, 7 R~ AHT Heford AL
- Indian Institute of Packaging, Indian Institute of Toxicology Research, Central Salt and
Marine Chemical Research Institute & scientists & 3T e, 311 Heerd AN Pl JATHR
SAd! S ITs | 39 WeH | 931 9am1 & & plastic #1 ST migratory limit 2, 9% safe
overall limit 60 fAeI per kg & =i ST plastic & particles €, ST ATgST 0.01 microns
¥, g9feTy it has been found that they are absolutely within the safe limits. {52 ¥} 3ot
research @1 &H 3R 311, with all the stake-holders strengthen &% 2 €|

ST fRRTSY et WMo, AH T ST, health hazards and TRITIRUT AT Bl gfteTd IwEd
BY, R 9Rd WHR San Francisco &1 Hifd, didal-dg Uil &l Ufadfad &3+ &1 fJar
R 87
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3T, 7Y e S8t 9% WRd SRR &1 U 8, fUwel af World Environment Day T,
19 “ Beat Plastic Pollution” @T theme |TH 31T, ¥R 7 4T g1 & W1 feTa” I8 Ahed
foman for &9 a9 2022 T@, Uere #3501 ST & - “New India” - & U9 BT AHR G & oIy
single use plastic @1 g<T ARE 3 eliminate BT | S ban H= A TS, I8 =g AGLID
g b B9 3109 R 3R WaeR H 39 fhd=1 o Add & | 919 R-4R IqPT <o
faeRia 8T a1 automatically Js1 @TaT & 6 ban St ReIfT &1 aR® 89 SRR & |
..(TEE)...

SHRI TIRUCHI SIVA: Mr. Chairman, Sir, the research conducted on pollution by
plastic bottles at State University, New York, have reported the presence of micro plastics.
The same report was placed before a scientific panel and various other Indian institutes,
as the hon. Minister said. The reply says that the scientific panel has also opined. I would
like to know whether the scientific panel has agreed with the report or declined it saying
that it is wrong. Sir, (b) part of my question is this.

MR. CHAIRMAN: One supplementary, please.
SHRITIRUCHI SIVA: Sir, (b) part of the question.
MR. CHAIRMAN: No, no. No (b) part.

DR. HARSH VARDHAN: Sir, | think, obviously, the scientific panel has interpreted
the results of the research team of New York. They have given their opinion that as per the
rules and regulations and also the guidelines that have been framed till now by the FSSAI,
the size of the plastic particles which are likely to migrate from the plastic bottles into the
water or into food material, is well within the safe limit. They have further resolved that
they will continue their research further in this particular direction with the help of all other
stakeholders.

SHRI K.T.S. TULSI: Sir, there are 14 crore households which don”t have access to
drinking water. The Chennai water crisis shows that the promises that you had made have
turned out to be hollow. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Tulsiji, we are discussing plastic. You have gone to Chennai.

SHRI K.T.S. TULSI: Sir, National Capital is expected to face similar crisis in 2020. The
project which has been launched is expected to bring to fruition by 2024, but it has not
been even formally launched.

MR. CHAIRMAN: This is not connected with the main question. Next, Shri Ripun
Bora.

SHRI RIPUN BORA: Sir, though the Minister has given a very clear reply here and he
has given the safety measures also but like these plastic particles in the water bottles,
I want to know from the hon. Minister whether he is aware that there are some plastic rice
also in the market which is imitating with the real rice. So, | want to know whether the
Minister is aware of it, and if he is aware, what steps have been taken to check it.
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DR. HARSH VARDHAN: | think the issue is well known to the FSSAI officials and
they are keeping a close watch on the whole thing and doing whatever is required.

Promotion of tourism in Konkan area
*109. SHRI HUSAIN DALWALI: Will the Minister of TOURISM be pleased to state:

(@  whether Government has taken any initiative for promoting tourism in Konkan
area of Maharashtra, if so, the details thereof; the amount sanctioned and expenditure
incurred since 2014 and if not, the reasons therefor;

(b)  whether facilities have been provided by Government, so that, tourists could
access these places of tourist interest, if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons
therefor; and

(c) whether Government has considered constructing a crocodile park to provide
habitat for their preservation in the backwaters of Konkan region, if so, the details thereof
and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE OF THE MINISTRY OF TOURISM (SHRI PRAHLAD
SINGH PATEL): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

(@) to (c) The Ministry of Tourism, under its different schemes has taken various
initiatives for the Konkan region in Maharashtra as detailed below:-

The Ministry of Tourism under its Swadesh Darshan Scheme provides Central Financial
Assistance to State Governments/Union Territory (UT) Administrations/Central
Agencies for development of thematic tourist circuits in the country. Coastal circuit is
one of the fifteen thematic circuits identified for development under the scheme. The
projects under the scheme are identified for development in consultation with the
State Governments/UT Administrations and are sanctioned subject to availability of
funds, submission of suitable detailed project reports, adherence to scheme guidelines
and utilization of funds released earlier. Details of the project sanctioned for the
Sindhudurg Coastal Circuit, under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme are as follows:-

(Rincrore)
Circuit Name/ Project Name Amount Amount
Sanction Year Sanctioned Released
Coastal Circuit Development of the Sindhudurg 8217 12.79

(2015-16) Coastal Circuit (Shiroda Beach,
Sagareshwar, Tarkarli, Vijaydurg
(Beach and Creek), Devgad (Fort
and Beach), Mitbhav, Tondavali,
Mocehmad and Nivati Fort)




