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Banking facilities to Village/Panchayat/Block level

T1124. SHRT AMAR SHANKAR SABLE: Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to

state:

(a)  whether Government is aware of the number of Gram Panchayats, Panchayat
Samiti and Block level in the country where banking facilities are not available in more than

3,000 populated areas;

(b) if so, whether Government 1s considering to provide banking facilities to these

areas, if so, the details thereof and if not, the reasons therefor; and

(¢) the number of Blocks in the State of Maharashtra where there is not even a

single branch of Government/Private Bank, the details thereof, district-wise?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRIMATINIRMAT A SITTHARAMAN): (a) and (b)
Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMIDY) was launched in August, 2014 with the objective
to, mter-alia, provide universal access to banking facilities with opening of atleast one
basic bank account per household. Under the scheme all villages were mapped into 1.59
lakh Sub-Service Areas (SSAs) where one SSA catering to 1,000 to 1,500 households.
While 0.33 lakh SSAs have been covered with bank branches, 1.26 lakh SSAs, have been
covered by deployment of interoperable Bank Mitras.

As per extant guidelines dated 18.5.2017 on rationalisation of Branch Authorisation
Policy, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has granted general permission to domestic Scheduled
Commercial Banks (excluding Regional Rural Banks), to open banking outlets at any place
in the country, without seeking prior approval of RBI in each case, subject to at least
25 percent of the total number of banking outlets opened during a financial year being in
unbanked rural centres {Tier 5 and Tier 6 centres). For this purpose, banking outlets
opened in any centre having population less than 50,000 in North Eastern states and
Sikkim and also Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected districts as notified by the Government
of India are also considered as equivalent to opening of banking outlets in unbanked rural

centres.

Further, based upon the Geographical Information System (G1S), a mapping exercise
was undertaken by National Informatics Centre (NIC) to locate inhabited villages which
are not having banking facility within a distance of 5 km. As informed by banks, out of
8622 identified locations, 7363 locations have been covered through deployment of
BCs.

TOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.
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In addition to above, the requirement of new banking outlets as received from time to
time are also discussed in meetings of the concerned District Level Consultative Committee
(DLCC). State Level Banker’s Committee (SL.BC) and based on the recommendations made,

new outlets are opened by different banks.

{c) As apprised by SLBC Maharashtra, none of the 353 blocks in 34 districts of
Maharashtra (excluding 02 Urban Mumbai districts) is unbanked.

Capping subsidies
1125, SHRIA K. SELVARAT: Will the Minister of FINANCE be pleased to state:

{a) whether it is a fact that Government wants to keep subsidies within a cap of
about ¥ 3 lakh crore;

(b) whether it is also a fact that Government had budgeted for about ¥ 75,000 crore
towards fertilizer subsidy, another ¥ 1.84 lakh crore towards food subsidy and nearly

¥ 37,500 crore towards cooking fuel subsidy;

{c) whether Government aims to distribute fertilizer subsidy through Direct Cash

Benefit scheme instead of paying directly to firms to reduce the subsidy burden; and
{dy il so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF FINANCE (SHRIMATT NIRMALA SITHARAMAN): (a) to {d)
Government provides for subsidies on basic necessities as cooking fuel, fertilizer and
food. While doing so, efforts are made to keep the subsidies within manageable limits by
targeting it to the poor households through DBT and JAM mechanism. Trend of major

subsidies for the last few vears are as under:—

{Rs. in crore)
Year Major Subsidies Food Fertilizer Petroleum
2013-14 244717 92,000 67339 85,378
2014-15 249016 1,17671 71,076 60,269
2015-16 241,833 1,39.419 72415 29,999
2016-17 204,025 1,10,173 66,313 27,539
2017-18 191,183 1,00,282 66,441 24,460
2018-19RE 2,66,206 1,71,298 70075 24,833
2019-20BE 296684 1,84,220 74986 37478

(Interim)




