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Progress of POSHAN Abhiyaan

141. SHRI SUSHIL KUMAR GUPTA: Will the Minister of WOMEN AND CHILD
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has any plan to hold a Conference of Ministers of
Women and Child Development of all State Governments to deliberate on solutions
related to malnutrition among women and children and to find out the progress of
POSHAN Abhiyaan;

(b) if so, the details in this regard; and

(c) if not, the steps being taken to ensure that women and children are not
malnourished in the country?

THE MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT
(SHRIMATI SMRITI ZUBIN IRANI): (a) to (c) A Statement is laid on the Table of the
House.

Statement

(a) and (b) The National Council on India's Nutritional Challenges under the
Chairmanship of Vice-Chairman, NITI Aayog and the Executive Committee headed by
Secretary, Ministry of Women and Child Development (MWCD), hold meetings
periodically to review status of progress of POSHAN Abhiyaan.

National Council on India's Nutritional Challenges (NCINC) headed by Vice-
Chairman, NITI Aayog consist of Ministers of line Ministries of Government of India,
Chief Ministers of five States (on rotation basis), Secretaries of line Ministries, District
Collectors/District Magistrates (DC/DMs) of 10 districts with highest prevalence of
child stunting. NCINC has been set up to provide policy directions to address India's
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nutritional challenges through coordinated inter-sectoral action and review programmes
for nutrition on a quarterly basis. As on date, four meetings of the aforesaid Council
have been held in which a number of issues relating to malnutrition were discussed.

Executive Committee headed by Secretary, MWCD consists of representatives of
line Ministries, Chief Secretaries of five States (by rotation), Chief Secretaries of five
States/UTs having high burden of malnutrition, DC/DMs from 10 districts with highest
prevalence of child stunting, etc. Executive Committee is the Apex body for nutrition
related activities for children and women providing direction, policy and guidelines for
implementation of various programmes/schemes under the POSHAN Abhiyaan. As on
date, seven meetings of the Executive Committee have been held. In these meetings the
progress on implementation of POSHAN Abhiyaan is also discussed and reviewed.
There is no immediate proposal to hold a Conference of Ministers of Women and Child
Development of all State Governments to deliberate on solutions related to malnutrition
among women and children.

(c) Ministry of Women and Child Development, Government of India is
implementing following schemes to address the issue of malnutrition:-

() Government has set up POSHAN Abhiyaan on 18.12.2017 for a three year
time frame commencing from 2017-18 with an overall budget of T 9046 crore.
To ensure a holistic approach, all 36 States/UTs and districts have been
covered. The goals of POSHAN Abhiyaan are to achieve improvement in
nutritional status of Children from 0-6 years, Adolescent Girls, Pregnant
Women and Lactating Mothers in a time bound manner during the three
years with fixed targets as under:-

SI. No. Objective Target
1 Prevent and reduce stunting in children (0- 6 years) By 6% @ 2% p.a.
2. Prevent and reduce under-nutrition (under weight By 6% @ 2% p.a.

prevalence) in children (0-6 years)

3 Reduce the prevalence of anemia among young By 9% @ 3% p.a.
children (6-59 months)

4. Reduce the prevalence of anemia among women and By 9% @ 3% p.a.
adolescent girls in the age group of 15-49 years.

5. Reduce Low Birth Weight (LBW). By 6% @ 2% p.a.
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The Abhiyaan aims to reduce malnutrition in the country in a phased manner,
through a life cycle approach, by adopting a synergized and result oriented approach.
The Abhiyaan will ensure mechanisms for timely service delivery and a robust monitoring
as well as intervention infrastructure. Target is to bring down stunting of the children
in the age group of 0-6 years from 38.4% to 25% by the year 2022. The major works
undertaken under this Abhiyaan are ensuring convergence with various other
programmes; Information Technology enabled Common Application Software for
strengthening service delivery and interventions; Community Mobilization and
Awareness Advocacy leading to Jan Andolan- to educate the people on nutritional
aspects; Capacity Building of Frontline Functionaries, incentivizing States/UTs for
achieving goals etc.

(i)  Anganwadi Services, which aims to improve the nutritional and health
status of children in the age-group 0-6 years, pregnant women and lactating
mothers and reduce the incidence of mortality, morbidity and malnutrition.
Under the scheme, a package of six services is provided through a network
of Anganwadi Centers, which include supplementary nutrition, pre-school
non-formal education, nutrition and health education, immunization, health

check-up and referral services.

(i) Scheme for adolescent girls is implemented for out-of-school adolescent
girls in the age group of 11-14 years for self-development and empowerment
of adolescent girls; improvement of nutritional and health status; to promote
awareness about health, hygiene and nutrition; support out of school
adolescent girls to successfully transition back to formal schooling
or bridge learning/skill training; upgrade their home-based skills and life
skills.

(iv) Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, which is a Centrally sponsored
conditional Maternity Benefit scheme of the Ministry for pregnant and
lactating women. Under the scheme, cash incentives are provided partly
compensating for their wage loss subject to fulfilment of health and nutrition

conditions.
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