96 Written Answers to [RATYA SABHA] Unstarred Questions

Defence production corridor in Bundelkhand
1589 DR. ASHOK BAITPAT: Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased to state:

{a) whether it 1s a {act that to develop Bundelkhand Region, Prime Minister had

made an announcement for a defence production corridor in Bundelkhand of Uttar Pradesh;

(by if so, the details of progress made so far in setting up of defence production

units; and
{c) theestimated time required to complete the defence production corridor project?

THEMINISTER OF STATEIN THEMINISTRY OF DEFENCE (SHRI SHRIPAD YESSO
NAIK): (a) to (¢) HonEble Finance Minister in his budget speech (2018-19) had announced
setting up of two Defence Industrial Corridors in the Country. Subsequently, HonFble Prime
Minister, during the inaugural address of Investors Summit 2018, had announced that one
of these Defence Industrial Corridors will be set up in Uttar Pradesh. Subsequently, six
nodes have been identified for Uttar Pradesh Defence Corridor viz. Agra, Aligarh, Chitrakoot,
Jhansi, Kanpur and Lucknow. Six consultation meetings of stakeholders were organized

across various nodes of Uttar Pradesh.

During the Aligarh meet held on 11th August, 2018, investment of over T3700 crore

were announced for Uttar Pradesh Corridor.

In addition, Indo-Russian Rifles Private Limited (IRRPL), a joint Venture Company
with Ordnance Factory Board (India), JSC Rosonbornexport and JSC concern Kalashnikov
(Russia) was dedicated to the nation in Amethi district of Uttar Pradesh by the HonEble
Prime Minister in March, 2019. This JV envisages production of Rifle AK-203 and its modi-
fications in India of at least 7.50 lakh Rifles.

Further, Government has also appointed a consultant who has been working on

Detailed Project Report for Defence Corridor.

Scholarship to children of defence personnel

1590. SHRIMATT SAROJINI HEMBRAM: Will the Minister of DEFENCE be pleased

to state:

{a) the total increase made in the scholarship amount given to the children of

defence personnel from the National Defence Fund;

(by whether Government is planning to take any such welfare initiatives for De-

fence personnel and for their families; and



