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Sl. No. Locations State/UT Passport	 Office

503. Serampore West Bengal Kolkata

504. Siliguri West Bengal Kolkata

505. Tamluk West Bengal Kolkata

Mental	 Health	 Workforce	 in	 Higher	 Education	 Institutions

2893. DR. VIKAS MAHATME: Will the Minister of HUMAN RESOURCE 
DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of counsellors or psychologists working in Higher Educational 
Institutions (HEIs);

(b) the average number of counsellors or psychologists per HEI; and

(c) the steps being taken to improve mental health workforce in HEIs?

THE MINISTER OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT (SHRI RAMESH 
POKHRIYAL 'NISHANK'): (a) to (c) Several Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) 
have engaged counsellors or psychologists. To improve mental health workforce, 
various steps have been taken in HEIs, such as organizing Yoga Programmes, physical 
training, inter-sports meets etc. Further, consultation and guidance is also provided to 
students at regular intervals by faculty advisors in various HEIs. However, the data 
regarding number of counsellors or psychologists working in HEIs and their average 
per HEI are not maintained centrally. 

Support	 to	 India	 for	 UNSC	 non-permanent	 seat

2894. SHRIMATI VIJILA SATHYANANTH: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether it is a fact that India has won the unanimous support of all countries 
in	 the	 55	member	Asia	 Pacific	Group	 at	 the	United	Nations	 Security	Council	 (UNSC)	
in its bid for a non-permanent seat at UNSC for a two year term in 2021-22;

(b) if so, the details thereof;

(c) whether India had been a non-permanent member of the UNSC seven times 
earlier; and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI V. MURALEEDHARAN): (a) and (b) India had announced its candidature 
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for	 United	 Nations	 Security	 Council	 (UNSC)	 non-permanent	 seat	 of	 the	 Asia-Pacific	
Group (APG) for the term 2021-22. India’s candidature to UNSC non-permanent seat 
for 2021-22 term was endorsed by the 55-member APG in June, 2019. As many 
as 44 countries from APG made statements supporting India’s candidature, and no 
country opposed our candidature. The elections for UNSC non-permanent seats for 
the term 2021-22 will be held in June, 2020 in New York.

(c) and (d) In the past, India has been elected to the UNSC as non-permanent 
member seven times during the terms: 1950-51, 1967-68, 1972-73, 1977-78, 1984-
85, 1991-92 and 2011-12.

Meeting	 with	 US	 Secretary	 of	 State	 in	 Delhi

2895. SHRI DHARMAPURI SRINIVAS: Will the Minister of EXTERNAL 
AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) whether a meeting was held with US Secretary of State in Delhi recently;

(b) if so, the details of issues which came for discussion in the meeting;

(c) the details of bilateral issues discussed and the views exchanged between 
the two Ministers to resolve them; and

(d) whether H1B visa issue was also discussed and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
(SHRI V. MURALEEDHARAN): (a) to (c) Yes. The U.S. Secretary of State, Michael 
R. Pompeo, met External Affairs Minister on 26 June, 2019, during his visit to India. 
They exchanged views on various bilateral, regional, and global issues of topical 
significance	 and	 common	 interest.	 They	 explored	 bilateral	 cooperation	 in	 the	 fields	
of counter-terrorism, defence, energy, trade and investment, and people-to-people ties.

(d) Issues related to the H-1B visa programme were discussed in context of 
people-to-people exchanges, and the contributions of the Indian diaspora and PIOs 
to the U.S. society and economy. 

Meetings	 in	 G-20	 summit

2896. SHRI P. BHATTACHARYA: 
  SHRI RAJMANI PATEL:

Will the Minister of EXTERNAL AFFAIRS be pleased to state:

(a) the names of the countries with which the Indian Prime Minister has held 
a dialogue during G-20 summit held recently in Japan;


