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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAY'S (SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL): (a) Some complaints
regarding quality of food being served in trains have been received. Appropriate action

is taken for complaint redressal and prevention.

{b) to (d) Indian Railways have put in place a continuous monitoring mechanism
through regular and surprise inspections by Railways/Indian Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) officials to check quality of food being served to
passengers 1n trains. Following measures have been put in place to ensure continuous

check on quality of food:

(1) Food Safety Supervisors have been deployed at Kitchen Units to monitor
food safety and hygienic practices. Food samples collected by Food Safety
Supervisors are sent to the nominated accredited Laboratories under Food

Safety and Standard Act for analysis and testing.

() Third Party Audits of catering services are conducted by independent

agencies to monitor compliance of laid down standards.

(m) To ensure compliance of food safety norms, certification from Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has been mandated.

(v} IRCTC has deployed on-board Supervisors to monitor catering services on

trains.

(v) CCTV cameras have been installed in 38 Base Kitchens so far for monitoring
of food preparation in the kitchens and the live feed has been made available

in public domain.

{vi) System of printing barcode and other details like name of kitchen, date of
packaging, MRP etc. on food packets has been initiated.

Increasing speed of premium trains

3145 DR. ASHOK BAJPAT:
DE. SANTANU SEN:

Will the Minister of RAILWAY'S be pleased to state:

{a) whether there is any plan to reduce the journey time of premium trains such

as Rajdhani, Shatabdi etc., if so, the details thereof;

{b) 1if not, the reasons therefor; and
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(¢) in what manner Govermment plans to ensure safety of these trains while

increasing their speed?

THE MINISTER OF RAILWAY S (SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL): (a) and (b) Speeds of
train services operating on Indian Railways, including those of Rajdhani and Shatabdi
Express services are dependent inter-alia on factors such as maximum permissible speed
of the section, type of coaches, capacity utilization of sections enroute, signalling and
interlocking systems, etc. At present, all the Rajdhani and Shatabdi Express services
are being operated at the maximum permissible speeds of the sections enroute. Speeding
up of express trains, including Rajdhani and Shatabdi Express services, 1s a constant

endeavour and continuous process on Indian Railways.

(¢) In its constant endeavour to provide more comfortable and safer journeys
to the travelling passengers, Indian Railways operate almost all Rajdhani and Shatabdi
HExpress services with LHB rakes which have better speed potential and safety features.
The superior design of LHB rakes provides enhanced safety in case of derailment or
accidents. Besides, systems are in place to ensure that train coaches are given stipulated
maintenance schedules and unsafe coaches are not allowed n passenger train service.
Railways are Implementing Automatic Train Protection (ATP) Systems in selected
sections. These systems have the facility of displaying movement authority in front of
the Loco Pilot in the cab. This helps Loco Pilot to run the train confidently even during

impaired visibility. The types of ATP systems working and those in-progress are:-

1. Train Protection and Warning System: Train Protection and Warning
System{TPWS) based on Huropean Technology ETCS Level-1 has been
provided on 345 RKMs (Route Kilo Meters) on Indian Railways.

2. Auxiliary Warning System (AWS): An ATP called Auxiliary Warning System
(AWS) 1s presently functional on 413 RKMs in the Mumbai suburban
sections of Central Railway (289 RKMs) and Western Railway (124 RKMs).

3. Train Collision Avoidance System (TCAS): TCAS is an Automatic Train
Protection System being developed in association with 3 Indian
manufacturers. The system has been installed on Lingampalli- Vikrabad-Wadi,
Vikrabad-Bidar section (250 RKMSs) on SCR. Product of all the 3 firms has
been approved by RDSO for developmental orders for speeds up to 110
kmph in Absolute Block Sections.



