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(b) if so, the details thereof; and

(c) the measures taken by Government to increase the number of post offices in

Maharashtra especially in Ratnagin district and the outcome thereof?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRIRAVI SHANK AR PRASAD): (a)
and (b) No, Sir. An average of 7783 persons are served per post office in Maharashtra and
an average of 2460 persons are served per post office in Ratnagiri district, as against a
national average of 7882 people served through a post office inrest of India, for all postal

works.

() A total of 142 Branch post offices have been opened in Gadchiroli district
under Left Wing Extremism (LWE) affected area, in the State of Maharashtra in the year
2018-19, by relaxing norms for population and income for opening of Branch post offices.
Since, Maharashtra and especially Ratnagiri district has as many post offices serving the
population and postal works, as the norms would require them to be, at present, no steps
for increasing the number of post offices are required in areas other than LWE 1n the State

of Maharashtra and especially Ratnagiri district.

Allocation of 700 MHz spectrum to BSNL and MTNL

on priority basis

639. DR. SANJAY SINH: Will the Minister of COMMUNICATIONS be pleased to

state:

(a) whether Government has any plan for allocation of 700 MHz spectrum to BSNL
and MTNL on priority basis;

(b) if so, the details thereof;, and
(c) 1if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF COMMUNICATIONS (SHRIRAVI SHANK AR PRASAD): (a)
to(c) BSNL and MTNL had requested for the allotment of spectrum in 800 MHz, 1800 MHz
and 2100 MHz bands {or providing 4G services in different service areas. The requests of
BSNL and MTNL are under consideration in the department. In view of the Hon'ble Supreme
Court judgement dated 02.02.2012 1n 2G case, the matter of administrative assignment of

spectrum has also been referred to the I.d. Solicitor General of India for his opinion.
Free and fast internet services in Government establishments

640, SHRIMATT SAROIINTI HEMBRAM: Will the Minister of ELECTRONICS AND
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY be pleased to state:



