Oral Answers [27 Tune, 2019] to Questions 45

Even though America was the first country to have landed a human being on the surface
of moon way back in 1969, it was our Indian Lunar Mission called Chandrayaan-1 which
discovered the presence of water on the surface of moon. It was for the first time that the
world got a hint or the possibility of human habitat there. And this is going to be an
extension of the same mission which will carry a lander and a rover. It will be in the space
for 59 days before it ultimately lands in the month of September. The lander will move out
and the rover will carry the samples. This mission is going to do enormous research and

bring useful inputs not just from Indian point of view but the entire world.

On the other part of the question, whether a team of hon. Members of Parliament can
witness the launch, I would take this up with the team ISRO. I don't know what the
constraints and considerations are in this kind of a suggestion. But certainly I would use

this opportunity.
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#65. [The Question was absent]

Circular regarding unethical practices of suppliers
of Kendriva Bhandar

#65. SHRI RAM KUMAR KASHYAP: Will the PRIME MINISTER be pleased to

state:

(a) whether OSD (Vigilance) of Kendriya Bhandar has issued a Circular dated
7.6.2019 stating that certain suppliers of Kendriya Bhandar are doing business in most

unethical, unprincipled and unscrupulous manner for promoting their business;

(b) if so, the details of unethical tactics adopted by them for promoting their
business; and

(¢) whether certain employees of Kendriya Bhandar have charged more than the
rates fixed by Kendriya Bhandar from their customers and if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF PERSONNEL, PUBLIC
GRIEVANCES AND PENSIONS (DR. JITENDRA SINGH): (a) to (c) Statement is laid on the
Table of the House.

Statement
(@) Yesir

(b) Misuse of Kendriya Bhandar letter heads, multiple bids in the same tender

under different names of entities and other malpractices are some of such instances.
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{c)  Yes Sir. Four such cases have been reported. Penalties have been imposed in

03 cases and disciplinary proceedings have been initiated in 01 case.
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Q.No. 65, Questioner 1s absent. Any supplementaries!
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India's rank in Global Gender Equality Index

*66. DR. K. V. P RAMACHANDRA RAO: Will the Minister of WOMEN AND
CHILD DEVELOPMENT be pleased to state:

{a) whether India 1s ranked 95th out of 129 countries in recently published Global
Gender Equality Index and if so, the details thereof:

{b) whether the country is lagging behind in achieving several sustainable

development goals included for the ranking; and

{¢) whether Government has any strategy to promote gender equality in the

country?

THE MINISTER OF WOMEN AND CHILD DEVELOPMENT (SHRIMATT SMRITI
ZUBIN IRANI): (2) to {c) A Statement 1s laid on the Table of the House.

Statement

{a) to (¢) Equal Measures 2030 (EM2030), a joint effort of regional and global
organisations from civil society, development and private sectors, has published Global

Gender Equality Index and ranked India in 95th position out of 129 countries.



