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Need for protection of ancient port city, Arikamedu in Puducherry

SHRI N. GOKULAKRISHNAN (Puducherry): Sir, Arikamedu is an archaeological
site in Puducherry. It is an ancient port city that existed during the first century B.C.
with maritime trade connections with Greek and Arabian countries. This site is spread
over 34.57 acres, which is unprotected and hence prone to soil erosion, sand mining,
vandalism and encroachments. Hence, it is imperative that protective measures are
initiated lest it should be squandered by the miscreants. The artefacts collected
through the excavations include hundreds of amphorae, Arretine ware, Roman lamps,
glassware, glass and stone beads, a Roman Intaglio bearing a portrait of Augustus,
remains of warehouses of gem and glass making industries, gold foil beads, glass
vessels, etc, and more importantly, nearly 66 Brahmi inscribed potsherds with inscriptions
of Tamil-Brahmi and Prakrit-Brahmi characters. Recently, a net portion of an amphora
shred has been identified by experts in Rome belonging to, at least, mid part of first
century BCE/CE. Several burial sites of megalithic age have also been discovered in
Puducherry area and this could add to its tourist value. Therefore, | request, through
you, bearing the historic heritage importance of Arikamedu, a site museum with
interpretation centre should be established and a comprehensive plan for new
excavations should also be launched.

Sir, the Central Government has given due recognition of Keezhadi and Adichanallur
in Tamil Nadu. This is a welcome step. But we have only one such site at Arikamedu
in Puducherry. This is the window of French culture. In fact, the whole site deserves
to be declared as a World Heritage Site. Thank you.
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