26 Matters raised [RAJYA SABHA] with Permission

[Shri G.C. Chandrashekhar]

Admissions to premier educational institutions such as I T, 1IM, AlIMS, NID, NIT,
IIT, ICAR, etc., are conducted through centralised examinations like NEET, JEE, GMAT,
CAT, GATE, CLAT, etc., but the students who hail from rural areas are finding it very
difficult to compete with the students from urban areas. So, we can reserve 25 per cent
of the seats in all the national institutions to those from the respective States where
the national institute is set up. This would greatly help to improve the human resource
from all sections of the country.

Sir, 1 would like to give an example of my own State, Karnataka, where National
Law School of India University, Bengaluru, has 160 approved seats in both graduation
and post-graduation, but only 8 local students have got admission. Similarly, in T
Dharwad, Karnataka, out of 120 approved seats, only 6 local students got admission
which clearly shows we need to reserve, at least, 25 per cent of seats to local students
irrespective of any States.

The responsibility of the Government is just not to provide an opportunity to only
well-aware students instead it is to provide an equal opportunity to all the citizens of
the country. But due to highly competitive Central examinations, students from rural
and semi-rural areas are finding it very difficult to crack these national level exams. So,
experts are recommending to reserve 25 per cent of the seats for local students.

According to me, if these esteemed institutions are not useful to local students,
that too, particularly, of rural and backward area students, it will not serve the real
purpose of education. Hence, | request, through you, to reserve 25 per cent of seats,
as early as possible, and help the needy students.

SHRI JOSE K. MANI: Sir, | associate myself with the Zero Hour mention made
by the hon. Member.
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Inadequacy of farmer loan waivers
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Need to remember the importance of Air India on International
Aviation Day on 7th December

SHRI MD. NADIMUL HAQUE (West Bengal): Sir, 7th December is celebrated as
the International Civil Aviation day. It has been so since 1994, when the International
Civil Aviation Organisation decided to celebrate a day annually to recognize the
importance of aviation, especially, international air travel, for the social and economic
development of the world. Studies show that every 100 rupees spent on air transport
contributes to 325 rupees worth of benefits, and every 100 direct jobs in air transport
result in 610 jobs in the economy as a whole. In India, aviation is synonyms with our
national carrier, Air India. Tracing its origins back to the early 1930s, Air India has and
continues to connect India to the rest of the world. A pioneer in the field of aviation,
Air India became the first Asian airlines to enter the Jet age in 1960. Today, the carrier
travels to over 100 destinations across five continents. Air India is currently the only



