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Problems being faced by Gold/Silver traders and workers due
to misuse of IPC Section 411
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Problems of tea plantation workers and tea garden owners

SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI (West Bengal): Sir, Darjeeling tea is the first thing
we have in the morning which gives us our first smile of the day. It is high time that
the Government pays back the workers and tea garden owners the much deserving
return gift. Sprawling tea gardens in the green foothills of West Bengal's Dooars region
provides livelihood to majority of the area's tribal population. Unfortunately, the market
rate of tea and the overall cost of producing it has forced many tea gardens to close
down, which, consequently, forced the labourers to look for other sources of earning.
...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI: Seeing the plight of tea workers, the State
Government started providing rice and atta at Rs. 2 per kg. *, who calls himself a former
* had promised to look into the issues of the plantation workers. ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: Please. You don't bring the name of Prime Minister and Chief
Ministers. ...(Interruptions)... Even if it is a fact, that is not relevant to this.
...(Interruptions)...

SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI: Up till 2011, wages of tea workers were only Rs.
67 per day. Ever since, our Chief Minister, Mamata Banerjee, has gradually increased
it to its present rate of Rs. 176 per day and formed the Tea Directorate for welfare of
tea workers.

MR. CHAIRMAN: What is your demand or suggestion?

SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI: Therefore, | urge upon the hon. Minister of
Commerce and Industry to implement the Minimum Wages Act in tea gardens, provide
subsidy to the tea gardens for modernisation and re-plantation, urgently set up centrally-
located hospitals for tea workers and dependents, provide scholarships for children of
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