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response to now illegal-immigrants is to house them in detention camps, as
deportation is not an option. A 2.5 hectare detention camp, one of the proposed
ten, is currently operational in the Goalpara District of Assam.

While officials claim that the camps will be better than prisons, media reports
and past history depict a different picture. As per the latest reports, the death toll
in detention centres has reached 28. The reasons range from consumption of unfit

food, insanitary conditions to suicide.

In January, 2019, the Government circulated a '‘Model Detention Centre Manual'
to all State and Union Territory Governments, which has not been made public. In
response to questions raised in Parliament, the Ministry of Home Affairs stated that

there would be "'sufficient toilets, communication and medical facilities, etc.

This leads to even more questions like, what does 'sufficient’ mean; how many
per 100 people? What are the communication facilities and how can they be used?
Given segregation by gender, how often can members of the same family interact?
Will they be permitted to work and earn a living? How long will they be detained?
Sir, this is a humanitarian issue. At the very least, the Government should be
transparent about the process and the future of detainees. Only then will we learn
about theyhumari" consequences of the NRC process.

SHRIMATI WANSUK SYIEM (Meghalaya): Sir, | associate myself with the

matter raised by the hon. Member.

PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA (Bihar): Sir, | also associate myself with the matter
raised by the hon. Member.

Demand to bring specific crops of Rajasthan under the
Minimum Support Pricing system
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SHRI K.J. ALPHONS (Rajasthan): Sir, | associate myself with the Special
Mention made by the hon. Member.

MR. CHAIRMAN: Shri Md. Nadimul Haque. Please be brief because | have to
cover others also.

Demand to take steps to increase youth participation in higher education

SHRI MD. NADIMUL HAQUE (West Bengal): Sir, higher education plays a
key role in economic growth and development of a country. The private as well as
social returns from investment in higher education are generally significant for

countries with low per capita income.

The latest All India Survey of Higher Education found that less than 0.5 per
cent students are enrolled in PhD programmes in the country. PhD enrolment in
Central Universities is less than 5 per cent of total PhD enrolment.

Indian students are increasingly choosing to pursue postgraduate studies
abroad However, the share of foreign students pursuing PhD programmes in India
is less than 3 per cent of the total foreign enrolment.



