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The restructuring agenda of the Programme involve critical interventions including
school mergers, remediation programme, training, monitoring teacher recruitment/
rationalization, institutional reorganisation at district and State levels and proper utilization
of MIS in execution mode. Regarding this, | would like to ask the MHRD, on what basis
these initiatives have been undertaken and the reasons to substantiate such radical
measures to close State-aided schools. Approaching 10 years of RTE by next March,
2020, instead of strengthening the Act and moving towards complete implementation
on the Act, as per RTE Forum's calculation and from media reports of the data on school
closure, it is found that more than a lakh schools have been closed. | would like to
know how many schools have been closed which were funded by public finance, from
2009 onwards.
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SHRI JOSE K. MANI (Kerala): Sir, I also associate myself with the Special Mention
made by the hon. Member.

Need for steps to make barren land fertile
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Demand for nutritious and affordable diet for children

SHRI AHAMED HASSAN (West Bengal): Sir, recent studies have estimated that
per capita cost of a daily diet, that is both nutritious and affordable, amounts to
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%200/- per day. Given the per capita income of India, there is a real challenge in
ensuring that citizens, especially children, are consuming food with the right nutritional

values.

More than half the number of deaths of children under five years of age occur
due to malnutrition (over 7 lakh deaths in 2017), which also poses serious maternal
health issues leading to neonatal disorders in the children. Although India's under-five
mortality rate has improved over the last few years, the proportion of deaths due to
malnutrition has not decreased significantly.

Recent reports from various parts of the country claiming that children at schools
are not being served nutritious food as part of their mid-day meal further exacerbates
this problem. Taking due cognisance of this problem, the West Bengal Education
Department has fixed the menu for mid-day meals at schools across the State with a
nutritious combination of vegetarian and non-vegetarian food with regular servings of
lentils. It is urgent that the Government aids the States in their effort to ensure that
every child has access to a nutritious and affordable diet that can pave the way to a
brighter future for our country.
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Demand to celebrate Shri Dattopanth Thengadis Birth Centenary
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tHindi translation of the original speech made in Sanskrit.



