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[Shri Ahamed Hassan]

200/~ per day. Given the per capita income of India, there is a real challenge in
ensuring that citizens, especially children, are consuming food with the right nutritional

values.

More than half the number of deaths of children under five years of age occur
due to malnutrition (over 7 lakh deaths in 2017), which also poses serious maternal
health issues leading to neonatal disorders in the children. Although India's under-five
mortality rate has improved over the last few vears, the proportion of deaths due to

malnutrition has not decreased significantly.

Recent reports from various parts of the country claiming that children at schools
are not being served nutritious food as part of their mid-day meal further exacerbates
this problem. Taking due cognisance of this problem, the West Bengal Education
Department has fixed the menu for mid-day meals at schools across the State with a
nutritious combination of vegetarian and non-vegetarian food with regular servings of
lentils. It is urgent that the Government aids the States in their effort to ensure that
every child has access to a nutritious and affordable diet that can pave the way to a

brighter future for our country.
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THindi translation of the original speech made in Sanskrit.
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MR. CHATRMAN: Shri V. Vijayasai Reddy, not present; Prof. Rajeev Gowda, not

present. ...{Interruptions)... Whoever has raised their hands for association, please

send the slip. Shri AK. Selvaraj.
Demand for financial sanction for interlinking Godavari-Cauvery rivers

SHRI A K. SELVARAJ (Tamil Nadu): Hon. Chairman, Sir, Tamil Nadu 1s one of the
most productive States in the country contributing substantially to the Central Exchequer.
But, unfortunately, still a water-deficit State with the annual per capita availability of
water being 860 cubic meters only, as against the national average of 1,869 cubic

meters.



