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49. To assess occupancy of tigers in high altitude landscapes, a collaborative project

with the Global Tiger Forum has been initiated.

Blue Flag Certification for beaches

1479. SHRI V. VIJAYASAI REDDY: Will the Minister of ENVIRONMENT, FOREST

AND CLIMATE CHANGE be pleased to state:

(a) the details of criteria being followed to grant Blue Flag certifications and the

significance and importance of such a certification;

(b) the details of each of the twelve beaches selected by Government for Blue Flag

certification in the country, State- wise;

(c) whether it is a fact that Rushikonda in Andhra Pradesh is also included in this;

and

(d) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND

CLIMATE CHANGE (SHRI BABUL SUPRIYO): (a) The Ministry has embarked upon a

programme for ‘Blue Flag’ Certification for select beaches in the country. This Certification
is accorded by an international agency “Foundation for Environment Education, Denmark”

based on 33 stringent criteria in four major heads i.e. (i) Environmental Education and

Information, (ii) Bathing Water Quality, (iii) Environment Management and Conservation

and (iv) Safety and Services in the beaches. The ‘Blue Flag’ beach is an Eco-tourism model
endeavouring to provide to the tourists/beach goers clean and hygienic bathing water,

facilities/amenities, safe and healthy environment and sustainable development of the

area.

(b) 13 pilot beaches that have been identified for the certification, in consultation

with concerned coastal States/UTs, are Ghoghala Beach (Diu), Shivrajpur beach (Gujarat),

Bhogave (Maharashtra), Padubidri and Kasarkod (Karnagaka), Kappad beach (Kerala),
Kovalam beach (Tamil Nadu), Eden beach (Puducherry), Rushikonda beach (Andhra

Pradesh), Miramar beach (Goa), Golden beach (Odisha), Radhanagar beach (Andaman and

Nicobar Islands) and Bangaram beach (Lakshadweep).

(c) and (d) Rushikonda beach in Andhra Pradesh also features in the list of 13 pilot

beaches, for development of facilities and infrastructure accordingly.


