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1 2 3
26. Odisha 141758
27. Puducherry 0
28. Punjab 34205
29. Rajasthan 303308
30. Sikkim 590
3L Tamil Nadu 75763
32. Telangana 105851
33 Tripura 16947
34. Uttar Pradesh 7992443
35. Uttarakhand 158896
36. West Bengal 94886
India 13130747

Meeting who criterion on doctor to population ratio

1677. DR. ASHOK BAJPAI: Will the Minister of HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has any plan to match the number of doctors per
thousand of the population as per WHO norms;

(b) if so, the time required to achieve it; and
(c) if not the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY): (a) to (c) As per information
provided by Board of Governors in supersession of Medical Council of India (MCI),
there are a total 11,59,309 allopathic doctors registered with the State Medical Councils/
Medical Council of India as on 31st March, 2019. Assuming 80% availability, it is
estimateci that around 9.27 lakh doctors may be actually available for active service.
It gives a doctor-population ratio of 1:1456 as per current population estimate of 1.35
billion, which is lower than the WHO norm of 1:1000. Presently, the intake capacity
of MBBS seats in the country is 80,312,
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Besides, there are 7.88 lakh Ayurveda, Unani and Homeopathy (AUH) doctors
in the country. Assuming 80% availability, it is estimated that around 6.30 Lakh
Ayurveda, Unani and Homeopathy (AUH) doctors may be actually available for service
and considered together with allopathic doctors, it gives a doctor population ratio
of 1:867.

Strengthening primary healthcare system

1678. DR. SASIKALA PUSHPA RAMASWAMY: Will the Minister of HEALTH
AND FAMILY WELFARE be pleased to state:

(@ whether Government has any proposal to have strong primary healthcare

system to maximise the efficiency and effectiveness of primary healthcare centres;
(b) if so, the details thereof;
(¢) whether Government has earmarked any fund for this purpose; and
(d) if so, the details thereof, and if not, the reasons therefor?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY
WELFARE (SHRI ASHWINI KUMAR CHOUBEY): (a) and (b) "Public Health and
Hospital" being a State subject, the primary responsibility to strengthen the primary
healthcare in the country lies with respective State Governments. However, under
National Health Mission (NHM) support is provided to States/UTs for strengthening

of their healthcare services based on the proposals received from them.

Support under NHM includes support for Free Drugs Service Initiative, Free
Diagnostics Service Initiative, Ayushman Bharat - Health & Wellness Centres
(AB-HWCs), ASHAs, Human Resource on contractual basis, Mobile Medical Units
(MMUs) etc.

As per the budget announcement 2017-18, 1.5 lakh Health Sub Centres and
Primary Health Centres are to be transformed into Health and Wellness Centres across
the country by December, 2022 under Ayushman Bharat (AB-HWCs) for provision of
comprehensive primary care that includes preventive healthcare and health promotion
at the community level with continuum of care approach for all. Services at AB-HWCs

are free and universal to all individuals residing in the service area.



