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ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS
MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Now, Question Hour, Question No. 196.
Surge in prices of edible oil

*196. SHRI KUMAR KETKAR: Will the Minister of CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION be pleased to state:

(@ whether there is a huge gap between demand and supply of edible oil in the
country due to the failure of soyabean crop to a very large extent in Maharashtra;

and

(b) if so, the steps taken by Government to arrest the surge in prices of edible

oil in the open market due to this?

THE MINISTER OF STATE IN THE MINISTRY OF CONSUMER AFFAIRS, FOOD
AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION (SHRI DANVE RAOSAHEB DADARAO): (a) and (b) A
Statement is laid on the Table.

Statement

(a) and (b) The domestic production of edible oils is not adequate to meet their
demand in the country. The gap between demand and production of edible oils is met

through imports.
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The production of Soyabean in Maharashtra for 2019-20 is expected to be 42.08
Lakh MT as compared to 45.48 Lakh MT m 2018-19. However, the expected production
of 42.08 LMT of Soyabean in 2019-20, in Maharashtra, is more than the last five year
average production of 34.77 LMT. In case of any decline in the domestic production,
the gap between demand and availability is met through import of edible oils.

The wholesale prices of major edible oils varied from (-) 0.68% to (+) 6.88% while
the retail prices varied from 0.17% to 7.05% over the past one year. However, during
the period, the wholesale and retail price of soyabean oil has increased only by 3.13%
and 2.79% respectively.

SHRI KUMAR KETKAR: Sir, it is necessary to recognize that we are an edible
oil guzzling country. We import something like Rs.77,000 crore worth of edible oil and
the imported edible oil is often genetically modified (GM). Our country bans genetically
modified products.

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Please put your question briefly.

SHRI KUMAR KETKAR: Why should not the import duty be extended so that
the local producers and local refiners are benefited?
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SHRI KUMAR KETKAR: Sir, is it not possible to reduce import by increasing the
import duty because edible oil producers and groundnut and other edible oil producers
and farmers are suffering? | think the price of imported oil, if it is raised, will help the

farmers as well as the refiners.
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SHRIMATI SHANTA CHHETRI: Sir, as we know, the prices of all essential food
items are rising, be it onion, tomato or edible oil. Onion prices have tripled in the last
two months at most of the places. | would like to ask of the hon. Minister: What is
the Government doing to help the common women and men of this country in a
situation where buying supplies for daily food is becoming a struggle?

MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: This question relates to edible oil.
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SHRI GV.L. NARASIMHA RAO: Sir, | would like to ask this from the hon.
Minister. There are crops like palm oil which can actually give a substantially large yield
compared to other crops. Does the Ministry propose to enhance or give incentives for
increasing domestic production of palm oil so that we can reduce import of palm oil
from Malaysia and elsewhere in the world, and give benefits to the farmers?
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MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Question No. 197.
AT BT Hof AT HIAT
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