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New DFCs under consideration

2188. SHRI D. KUPENDRA REDDY: Will the Minister of RAILWAYS be pleased

to state:

(a) the details of present status of Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs) in the

country;

(b) whether more such Dedicated Freight Corridors are under consideration;

and
(c) if so, the details thereof?

THE MINISTER OF RATLWAY'S (SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL): (a) Eastern Dedicated
Freight Corridor (EDFC) from Ludhiana to Sonnagar (1318 km.) and Western Dedicated
Freight Corridor (WDFQ from Jawaharlal Nehru Port {INPT) to Dadri (1504 km.) are
under execution and largetted for completion in phases by December, 2021. Financial
and Physical progress of the project 1s 64.5% and 68% respectively till October, 2019.
In addition, Sonnagar - Dankuni (538 km.) portion of EDFC has been planned for
execution on Public Private Partnership (PPP) mode.

(b} and (¢) No, Sir. Eastern and Western Dedicated Freight Corridors are the only

two freight corridors sanctioned by Government of India.
Status of Sakri-Nirmali and Saharsa-Supaul rail lines

2189 PROF. MANOJ KUMAR JHA: Will the Minister of RAILWAY'S be pleased

to state:
(a) the total budget spent on Sakri-Nirmali rail line for gauge conversion;
(b) the current status of Sakri-Nirmali rail line and the details thereof;

(c) by when the common people will have an opportunity to ride a train between
the Sakri and Nirmali on new rail line and whether new trains have been allocated for
the Sakri-Nirmali rail line;

(d) the total budget spent on the Saharsa-Supaul rail line;
(e) the current status of Saharsa-Supaul rail line and the details thereof; and

() by when the common people will have an opportunity to ride a train between

the Saharsa and Supaul?
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THE MINISTER OF RAILWAY'S (SHRI PIYUSH GOYALD): (a) to (f) Sakn-Nirmah
{51 Km) and Saharsa-Supaul (27 Km) sections are part of Sakri-Nirmali-Thanjharpur
Laukaha Bazar and Saharsha Forbesgan) (206 Km) Gauge Conversion (GC) project.
Latest anticipated cost of the project is 1470.50 crore. An expenditure of I658 crore
has been incurred upto March 2019 and an outlay of 150 crore provided for the current

financial year 2019-20.

So far, GC of Sakari-Jhanjharpur (19 Km) part of Sakri-Nirmali section and GC of
Saharsha-Garhbaruari-Supaul (27 Km) part of Saharsa-Forbesgan] section has been
completed and commissioned and work has been taken up on remaining portion of the

project.

At present, running of trains has been introduced between Sakn -Mandan Mishra
Halt and Saharsa-Supaul sections. Train No. 55502/55501 Saharsa-Garh Baruari Passenger
has also been extended upto Supaul we.f. 02.12.2019. This train is providing direct
connectivity between Saharsa and Supaul. Further, 55579/80 Darbhanga-Mandan Mishra
Halt Passenger has been extended upto Jhanjharpur with effect from 04.12.2019.

The timely completion of any Railway project depends on various factors like
quick land acquisition by State Government, forest clearance by officials of forest
department, shifting of infringing utilities (both underground and over ground), statutory
clearances from wvarious authorities, geological and topographical conditions of area,
law and order situation in the area of project site, number of working months in a year
for particular project site due to climatic conditions, encountering unforeseen conditions
like earthquake, flooding, excessive rains, strikes of labour, orders of Hon'ble Courts,
situation and conditions of working agencies/contractors etc. All these factors vary
from project to project and site to site and affect the completion time and cost of the
project, which is finally worked out at the completion stage. As such, no confirmed time

line can be given for completion of this project.
Quality of product supplied by SAIL to Indian Railways

2190, SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of RAILWAY S be pleased

to state:

{a) whether it is a {act that the product supplied by Steel Authority of India Ltd.
{SAIL) to Indian Railway 1s not matching the quality parameters of the Rail Manual
1ssued by the Research Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO) of Railways;



