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MR. CHAIRMAN: Right; we are discussing it in Calling Attention also but
anyhow. ...(Interruptions)...

SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH: Sir, we are discussing the same subject tomorrow. Is
it right? ...(Interruptions)...

MR. CHAIRMAN: It is correct.
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MR. CHAIRMAN: This Short Notice Question was circulated on Saturday, the 7th
December alongwith other parliamentary papers. Members are requested to go through
the parliamentary papers they receive at home or whatever place of residence it is sent.

WRITTEN ANSWERS TO UNSTARRED QUESTIONS

Accidents in various coal mines in the country

2241. SHRI PRASANNA ACHARYA: Will the Minister of COAL be pleased to
state:

(@ the number of accidents in various coal mines in the country during the last
five years and the number of persons injured/died and details of property damaged and
compensation paid,;

(b) whether any inquiry was conducted and if so, the findings thereof;

(c) the action taken against persons held responsible for the accidents;
and

(d) the corrective measures taken to improve safety and security of the mines

and its workers?
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THE MINISTER OF COAL (SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI): (a) The numbers of fatal and
serious accidents along with fatalities and serious injuries during last five years in

mines of Coal India Limited (CIL) and Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL) are

as under:-

Parameters 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
Numbers of fatal accidents 51 45 4 45 40
Numbers of fatalities A 45 73 49 50
Numbers of serious accidents 453 382 336 321 277
Numbers of serious injuries 452 386 341 327 287

The amount of compensation paid to the next of kin of fatally injured coal mine
workers of Coal India Limited (CIL) and Singareni Collieries Company Limited (SCCL)
employees as per provision of Employees Compensation (Amendment) Act- 2017 during

last five years is as under:-

CIL SCCL
Amount of compensation

(Fig. in )

Year Amount of compensation

(Fig. in %)

Company employees Company employees Contract employees

2014 2,84,60,348 58,51,770 -
2015 2,31,89,104 22,95,360 25,04,000
2016 4,33,16,160 72,85,680 -
2017 2,45,21,930 45,87,440 18,14,249
2018 3,04,59,977 20,33,640 25,39,587

Apart from above compensation being paid in CIL, as per provision of the
ECA-1923 (Principal Act), an additional amount of ¥ 5,00,000 is also being paid
to the next of kin of fatally injured employee (for contractual employees from
21.12.2016 onward). The same amount has been enhanced to ¥ 15,00,000 with effect
from 14.11.2019.

(b) Yes Sir. All fatal accident cases were investigated to ascertain the causes

and circumstances leading to these mine accidents. The law enforcing agency/regulatory
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authority under the Mines Act, 1952 i.e. the Directorate General of Mine Safety (DGMS)
under the aegis of Ministry of Labour & Employment (MOLE) have conducted statutory
inquiry to find out the causes and circumstances leading to these accidents, fixing the
responsibility of person(s) and to suggest the corrective measures required to be taken
to prevent recurrence of similar type of fatal accident(s) as per the provisions under

the Mines Act-1952.

Apart from the above, CIL also inquired/investigated all mine accidents by the
Mine Manager or any Asst. Manager authorized by the Mine Manager and the Safety
Officer of the respective mine as per provisions made under the Coal Mine Regulation-
2017. The Internal Safety Organization (ISO) of each subsidiary company has also

conducted inquiry in case of any fatal accident.

The causes and circumstances leading to those mine accidents have been identified
through these investigations. The inquiry officials have also recommended corrective
measures to be taken to prevent recurrence of accidents and identified responsibility

of persons for such accidents.

(c) Disciplinary actions have been taken against those persons, who were held
responsible in ISO inquiry, as per provisions of CIL's CDA Rules - 1978 (for executives)
and Certified Standing Orders of the respective subsidiary (for non-executive employees)

after completing all necessary proceedings.

(d) Steps taken to reduce such incidents and improve the working condition of

work for coal mines in the country by DGMS are as under:-

1. Inspection of mines by officers of DGMS to assess that the safety parameters

are conducted and following measures are taken:
. Pointing out contraventions
. Withdrawal of permission
. Issue of improvement notices
. Prohibition of employment
. Informal stoppages

. Prosecution in the court of law
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Apart from the above, coal companies have taken several precautionary steps to

prevent mine accidents and to improve the standard of safety are as under:

@

(i)

(iii)

()
)

(vi)

Preparation and implementation of risk assessment based Safety Management

Plans (SMPs).

Preparation and implementation of Principal Hazards Management Plans
(PHMPs) along with Trigger Action Response Plan (TARP).

Formulation and compliance of Site-specific Risk Assessment based Standard

Operating Procedures (SOPs).
Conducting safety audit of mines.
Adoption of the state-of-the art mechanism for Strata Management such as

. Scientifically determined Rock Mass Rating (RMR) based Support
System.

. Strata Control Cell for monitoring efficacy of strata support system.
. Roof bolting by using mechanized Drilling for Roof Bolting.

. Use of Resin capsules in place of Cement capsules and modern Strata

Monitoring Instruments.
. Imparting quality training to support crews & front-line mine officials
Mechanism for monitoring of mine environment:

. Detection of mine gases by using Methanometer, CO-detector, Multi-

gas detector etc.

. Continuous monitoring of mine environment by installing Environmental
Tele Monitoring System (ETMS) & Local Methane Detectors (LMD)

etc.

. Application of Gas Chromatograph for quick mine air sample analysis

with better accuracy.
. Use of Personal Dust Sampler (PDS)

. Use of Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring System (CAAQMS)

in large OCPs to assess the ambient dust concentration.

(vii) Specific Safety measures for OC mines:
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. Use of eco-friendly Surface Miners for blast free mining and avoidance of

associated risks.
. Formulation and implementation of Mine-specific Traffic Rules.
. Training on Simulators to dumper operators.

. Lighting arrangement using high mast towers for increasing level of

illumination.

. Dumpers fitted with Proximity Warning Devices, Rear view mirrors and
camera, Audio-Visual Alarm (AVA), Automatic Fire Detection & Suppression

system etc.
. Ergonomically designed seats & AC Cabins for operators' comfort.

. GPS based Operator Independent Truck Dispatch System (OITDS) and Geo-
fencing in some large OCPs for tracking movement of HEMMs inside OC

mine.
Pending payments by CCL

12242. SHRI DHIRAJ PRASAD SAHU: Will the Minister of COAL be pleased to

state:

(a) the number of cases in which the Central Coalfields Limited (CCL) has not
made payment to vendors despite the report of Permanent Machinery of Arbitrator

(PMA), the case-wise details thereof;

(b) the number of cases involving CCL and Hindustan Steelworks Construction
Limited (HSCL) coming before PMA and the order issued by PMA in this regard, the

case-wise details thereof; and

(c) the number of cases pertaining to CCL that are pending with Administrative

Mechanism for Resolution of CPSEs Disputes (AMRCD)?

THE MINISTER OF COAL (SHRI PRALHAD JOSHI): (a) There are six cases in
which payment to vendors has not been made by the Central Coalfields Limited despite

the report of Permanent Machinery of Arbitrator (PMA):

tOriginal notice of the question was received in Hindi.



